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Six Session Lenten Class on Faith Practices to
be held on Wednesdays during Lent...
Beginning on Wednesday, February 18th, Pastor Tom will be
teaching a class on “Faith Practices” at 7:30 PM in the Fireside
Room. This class will be for any adults and/or high schoolers who
will learn concrete ways that Christian people have been growing
in their own faith for centuries.
Using materials from the Lutheran publisher called Spark House,
each class will begin with viewing a ten minute DVD presentation
by a respected teacher in that particular practice. Participants will
then discuss and experiment with ways to use these faith disciplines themselves.
Several of the topics that will be presented include: prayer, worship, service, and
community.
To find out more about this class please look on-line at:
www.wearesparkhouse.org/adults/animate/practices/
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Wednesday NightLife continues in the Old Testament in February...
Wednesday NightLife is going strong again on Wednesday nights. If you have never been a part of this
multigenerational gathering, please feel free to drop in for part or all of the evening. The worship service is a
reflective service of prayer, conversation, and song. During February the scripture readings during worship will
revolve around the stories of people in the Old Testament that you may or may not remember: Ruth, Hannah and
Samuel, David, Solomon, and Esther. These ancient stories of faith have much to teach us about our own spiritual
journeys.
For the first two weeks in February, the schedule continues to be: SPARK Kids (4:00-5:00 PM), MEAL (5-5:50 PM),
EVENING WORSHIP 6-6:30 PM), EDUCATION HOUR for confirmation students and adults (6:30-7:30 PM). ADULT
CHOIR PRACTICE (7:30-8:30 PM). Yvonne will be teaching an adult class on the book of Esther (see article below).

A Study of Esther...
Esther is virtually an unknown book to many Christians. God is never directly mentioned nor is anything specifically
religious. The book of Esther is full of unknowns and uncertainties. Martin Luther even rejected the book saying it
had no place in the Bible. Luther is quoted in one of his “Table Talks” as saying: “I am so hostile to … Esther that I
wish it did not exist at all; for they Judaize too much and have heathen practices.”
So, why study the book of Esther at all? For three reasons… (1) Esther got into the Bible due to popular demand.
(2) The book of Esther is a literary masterpiece. (3) It contains many important social justice issues – like racism and
sexism.
So, does this intrigue you? We are continuing our Adult Study on the Book of Esther on February 4th and 11th.. The
study will be held at our Wednesday NightLife program. We meet in the Fireside Room immediately following
worship. The study is led by Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal. It includes the viewing of clips from the 2006 film,
“One Night with the King”. There is still time to join us as we explore what the book of Esther can teach us about our
lives of faith.
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Thursday 9:30 AM Christian Book Study...
March 5, 2015 we will start a new book by Richard Rohr—”FALLING UPWARD: A Spirituality for the Two Halves
of Life”. Taken from the summary on the front flap of the book: In the first half of life, we are naturally and rightly
preoccupied with establishing our identity—climbing, achieving and performing. But those concerns will not serve
us as we grow older and begin to embark on a further journey, one that involves challenges, mistakes, loss of
control, broader horizons and necessary suffering that actually shocks us out of our prior comfort zone.
Eventually, we need to see ourselves in a different and more life-giving way. This message of “falling down” —
that is in fact moving upward — is the most resisted and counterintuitive of messages in the world’s religions,
including and most especially Christianity. This sounds like a book all of us can relate to at this time in our lives.
Please contact Donna in the office if you would like to order a book. For more information on the book study,
please contact Lois Anderson, 673-4813.

“NOISY OFFERING” TO CONTINUE ONE SUNDAY A MONTH...
As part of the Sunday School Mission Offering this year to aid the ELCA Malaria Campaign,
we will have a “Noisy Offering” one Sunday a month. Feel free to send your pocket change
with a child to throw in the cream can! The next noisy offering will be on February 8th.

Men’s Breakfast/Book Study Continues on First Saturday...
The monthly Men’s Breakfast/Book Study continues their reading and discussing the book, We Make the Road By
Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation by Brian McLaren. Pastor Tom
leads this study, and breakfast is served. If you are a newcomer to the congregation, consider visiting this group.
The discussion will be lively, and friendships will be made and strengthened. Copies of the book are available for
purchase for $25. This group meets on the first Saturday of each month at 8:00 AM in the Fireside Room.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
The 3-H Club (Humor Health Hangout) will meet at 1:30 PM on February 15th in the Fireside Room
for some laughs before Lent starts. Think of it as Mardi Gras a few days early. There won’t be any
eating like “Fat Tuesday” but stop by and have your spirit lifted.
Everyone is welcome. Nothing to join, just attend.

Sunday School News...
During the winter months we are offering monthly “retreats” for children on Sunday
afternoons. This is in place of Sunday School class time in the mornings. We had such a
great time at our January retreat on Baptism. We spend several hours together with a
larger group of children and do a lot of fun activities in that time. You don’t want to miss the
next one!
The next Sunday School Retreat will be held on Sunday, February 8th. The focus of our time together will be on
the Ten Commandments. We are going to have fun learning the Commandments in order with actions! Outreach
Minister, Yvonne Steindal will be leading the learning time. We begin with a lunch immediately following the 11:00
AM worship service. We conclude at around 2:00 PM. Bring a friend and join us!

Clf to celebrate 50 years....
Fifty years ago right about now a small group of Lutherans gathered together one
evening, formed an ALC congregation and what we have today at Custer Lutheran
Fellowship is a result of that effort. We would like to have a celebration of those 50 years
sometime this year, and a committee is just being formed to accomplish that goal. A few folks signed on to the
committee following the annual meeting, but more are needed and welcome whether you just want to come with
ideas or willing to chip in and work on the planning committee. Either way please contact the office or committee
chair, Steve Baldwin - sbaldwin9@gmail.com. The first committee meeting will be between services on February
1st. Please feel free to attend even if you just have questions or suggestions.
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Thoughts From Pastor Tom!
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Dear friends in Christ,
I’ve been told that the tradition of giving things up for Lent began as a spiritual discipline to
help people reflect on their own relationship with God. In theory, the practice works
something like this. Say, I love eating a Hershey’s bar with almonds every day at 3:00.
During Lent, I would choose to give up my 3:00 routine and at the moment I normally would
eat my anticipated treat, I would use that craving to pray to God instead. For some people
this tradition has been an important change of routine. To be honest, though, I’ve always been rotten at giving
things up for Lent.
When I was eleven years old, I distinctly remember my Lenten goal of giving up playing the new and exciting Pac
Man video game that was down the street at the local convenience store. For a mere quarter an eleven year old
could enjoy about two minutes of electronic joy. I caved in the very first time my buddy, Brian, called and asked me
to meet him at the store. So much for my Lenten discipline.
Yet, we all know what a good thing disciplines practices can be. Over the years I have developed an alternate
routine for Lent. Instead of giving something up, I try to add something good. For example, a couple of years ago,
one of our members talked about a reading program he was using where he read ten chapters a day from the
Bible. He showed me how the program was set up and, though it felt like work some days, I did read 10 chapters a
day for forty days in a row. I reacquainted myself with some parts of the Bible and grew in my faith. Another Lent, I
bought a pedometer and walked a certain number of steps each day. You get the idea. In the same way that
varying our exercise routines keeps us better able to keep physically fit, intentionally rearranging our spiritual
disciplines can help us too.
There are a number of good options to add to your routine here at church during Lent. We will have our traditional
Lenten soup suppers each Wednesday from 5:00 until 6:20 PM with worship at 6:30 PM. The theme of the worship
services will be “Faith Practices.” The worship will include sermons about prayer, food, sacraments, service, and
community. Following worship I will be teaching a class from about 7:15 until 8:00 PM for adults and high
schoolers on these same topics. I hope you can take part.
You will all be in my prayers as we reflect on Jesus’ work on the cross as we make our way toward Easter.
Peace and best wishes,
Pastor Tom Opoien

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
Outdoor Landscaping
Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Hand Bells

Recent Memorials:
∗ Received to the glory of God and in memory of Lois Skaar from Mark & Bonnie Thompson
∗ Received to the glory of God and in memory of Dorothy Delicate from John & Rae Mooney for Hand Bells
∗ Received to the glory of God and in memory of Dorothy Delicate from Mark & Bonnie Thompson, Liz Kleffner,

Richard & Janet Serino, Jim & Pat Hattervig, JoAnn Evans, Gene & Linda Fennell, Bob & Cozy Dorton, Steve &
Judy Baldwin, Karen Schleining, Brad & Shirley Kennell, Evelyn Chard, Jeff & Betty Rohr, Gerry & Linde
Manlove, Rudy & Lois Anderson, Chuck & Kaona Hazlett, Allen & Kim Canete, Walker & Jean Witt, Dave & Jan
Thom and Gary & Rosemary Chappell
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:
WHEN: Monday, February 23rd — 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: Lois Anderson & Barb Lewison
PROGRAM: To be Announced
At our January meeting, we started planning for the Bear Butte W/ELCA Spring Gathering that will be held
at CLF and hosted by us on Saturday, April 18, 2015. The theme is “The Lord is My Rock”. The theme verse
is Psalm 18:2. “The Lord is my rock, and my fortress and my deliverer,...”. Our speaker in the morning will
provide information about Katie Luther. Pastor Tom will be our worship pastor in the afternoon. Watch for
more details in future newsletters. As always, all of the women of the church are invited to attend this
event. We are looking forward to an information packed day with a lot of fun tucked inside.
We are also planning for our annual Auction of Talents. The auction will be held on Sunday, March 22nd
between services. Thank you in advance for those who will support this event by providing goods that are a
result of your talents—also thanks to those of you who will purchase those items. This is always an action
packed event—thanks to the talents of our auctioneers!
Come One...Come All! Quilting resumed in January at 9:00 AM in the Narthex. Join us for fun and
fellowship as we make quilts for Lutheran World Relief and local needs. You don’t need to know to sew...
there are plenty of other jobs to do!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and
programs of interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

2014 Budget thru December, 2014
2014 Actual

2014 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Form 990-T Health Insurance Credit
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Endowment Funds/VBS
Endowment Funds/Wed Spark Kids
Youth House Building Sale
Outreach Minister Set-Aside Funds
Total Income

$ 396,544.25
$
1,178.17
$
1,298.00
$
940.00
$ 17,726.85
$
4,580.00
$
1,500.00
$
4,639.31
$ 24,977.42
$ 15,000.00
$ 468,384.00

$ 430,566.00

$ 28,967.00
$ 15,000.00
$ 495,533.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(34,021.75)
1,178.17
1,298.00
940.00
726.85
580.00
1,500.00
4,639.31
(3,989.58)
15,000.00
(27,149.00)

92.1%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
104.3%
114.5%
100.0%
100.0%
86.2%
100.0%
94.5%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 151,587.32
$
9,326.73
$
5,077.97
$ 72,532.41
$ 235,729.10
$ 474,253.53

$ 180,178.00
$ 11,697.00
$
4,350.00
$ 72,632.00
$ 237,323.00
$ 506,180.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

(28,590.68)
(2,370.27)
727.97
(99.59)
(1,593.90)
(31,926.47)

84.1%
79.7%
116.7%
99.9%
99.3%
93.7%

$
$

17,000.00
4,000.00

% of Budget
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From the Church Office
Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Won’t You Please Help?

Everyone enjoys the food & fellowship
between services on Sunday mornings.
Won’t you please consider helping out by volunteering to
be a fellowship host? The sign-up sheet & instructions
are located on the counter by the kitchen. Contact the
church office if you have questions. Thanks!

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday 7:40—8:40 AM; 3—5 PM
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

CROSSROADS

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB
Volunteers are needed for the CLF/CSC-that's the
"Clean Sidewalk Club." There is a sign-up sheet in
the Narthex for week days or week-ends. There are
two spaces for each grouping. Thanks!!

MILITARY BOARD
The Military/911 Board is being updated. Please have any new or different information and/or photos to either the
church office or Kim Canete by February 28th.
You may leave hardcopies with Donna. Or you may place hardcopies in the Storehouse mailbox in the copy room.
Photos and info can be emailed to Kim at kimberlycanete7@gmail.com. Or you can email photos and info to Donna
at clf@gwtc.net.
If you have family that is presently deployed and would like them to receive mail please provide a full mailing
address. These addresses will be made available to church members. But, it will be requested that no deployment
information is posted on any social media to protect the families of our deployed members.

December Anniversaries....

12 couples who share December anniversaries, totaling 518 years of marriage, enjoyed dinner and fellowship at The
Buglin’ Bull on January 22, 2015.
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
Well we have started a new year & with it our Health Ministry Team is working on upcoming
presentations for our congregation. First of all, since we were unable to do the CPR for
families & friends (non certified), AED demonstration & use and first aid for all ages last fall,
we are working on rescheduling this, so watch the next newsletter & bulletins as we come up
with a date. This time we feel we should do it at our church. The other event we are working on is going to be fun
& healthful! We will call it something like “Going for your Goal”. We will have people sign up who want to
participate. It can be an individual, pair or team effort. You write what types & amount of exercise you are
currently doing. Then set a goal for yourself that you feel you can reach but make sure you are increasing your
current activity. Now we don’t expect everyone to run a marathon or ride the Mickelson Trail. Make it something
that you will be able to attain. We all have different ways we exercise: walking, biking, treadmill, swimming, yoga
& anything else you can think of. We don’t want you to feel like you will fail, so set the goal reasonable & perhaps
something you can continue doing. We will not look at who does the most but more at those who met their goal,
what ever it may be. More info will be coming out on that as well, so start thinking & planning! As a reminder, be
mindful around crowds & others close to you to prevent the spread of the flu which has been hitting our area pretty
hard. God Bless.
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Learning More about Mental Health...
As often has been my experience & others who suffer from depression & may also be suicidal, often nothing is
said. The typical response a person may get if they divulge this info is the fact that there are so many people
worse off, have cancer or some other terrible physical condition. This is not what the person needs. To them, their
life is unbearable, they are a burden to their families and they see no end to their own suffering. Mental illness is
as much a physical illness as emotional. If you see that something may be wrong, don’t ignore the signs, ask them
what is wrong & that you want to help them. They do understand that others suffer greatly, but they do as well.
Carry through now & make sure this person receives the help they need to become mentally healthy. God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

Denver CO — pepsi center
August 7-8, 2015 — date change!!
20-year anniversary / farewell tour
A Friday night & Saturday event for you & your friends!!
Compelling Stories, Dynamic Music, Engaging Speakers, Inspiring Worship & Bible-Based Teaching!
Six ladies attended the 2014 Women of Faith in October and all had a great time. While we were there, we learned
that things will be changing in the future. Next year will be their 20-year anniversary of these Women of Faith
events. We were told that now it’s time to close this chapter—celebrating 20 years of remarkable ministry. So in
2015, Women of Faith will set out on an 18-city nationwide farewell tour. They are throwing a huge party in these
18 cities across the country to honor the past, savor the present, and embrace the future. They will celebrate all
that God has done in us, through us, and with us. They will welcome beloved friends to our stage—including many
of the original “porch pals.” Then in 2016, there will be something different planned...which will be announced
during 2015.
Due to the NBA taking the original date in October, the conference has been moved to August 7-8, 2015. I am
serving as a group leader again and have purchased tickets for the 2015 event and they are in a wonderful
location! The cost for a ticket is $84.45. I also have tickets reserved “on hold” which means seats are not
assigned until they are paid for. As a group leader, I also line up the transportation and motel rooms. If you are
interested in purchasing a ticket, please contact me.
~ Donna McConnell
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SPARK Kids...
Our after-school Children’s Ministry program for Kindergarten through Grade 5 is a jam packed hour
filled with fun and friends! We have 36 children registered. We welcome any children in the
community who would like to be a part of it. So, please invite your neighbors and friends. We do
provide transportation for children from school to church.
In February, SPARK Kids are continuing Biblical stories from the Old Testament. We have lots of
fun learning through snacks, stories, games, science experiments, arts and crafts:
Ø February 4 – Queen Esther; Esther 2:5-18, 3:1-6, 8:1-17
Ø February 11 – The Lord is My Shepherd; Psalm 23
Ø February 18 – Daniel and the Lions; Daniel 6:1-28
Ø February 25 – Jonah and the Big Fish; Jonah 1-4
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:00 PM. Families are encouraged to stay for dinner and worship at the
Wednesday NightLife program upstairs. Until the start of Lent on February 18th, worship will focus on the same
Bible stories we are reading in SPARK Kids.
February 11th will be a special program at SPARK Kids. It will be CAMP Day! We will be having special camp
activities, games, songs, and treats. You’ll get a feel for what a day at camp is like – in a tent, in a canoe, at a
campfire … and much, much more! Invite a friend for this great day!

Spotlight on Confirmation...

Confirmation for Youth in 6th, 7th and 8th Grades is held as part of Wednesday NightLife. Every Wednesday we
begin with a meal at 5:00 PM, followed by worship at 6:00 PM.
Following worship, Confirmation classes are led by adult leaders and pastoral staff. Sixth Grade is continuing its
study of the New Testament led by Sunny Reeves. Seventh Grade are exploring prayer with an emphasis on the
Lord’s Prayer. This group is co-led by Duane Martinz and Gail Opoien. Eighth Grade has begun a study on the
Sacraments with Pastor Tom.
Faith Mentors are invited to attend a meeting with Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal on Sunday, February 8th.
We will meet at 9:30 AM in the Fireside Room. This will be an orientation into the Lenten process for Confirmation
Youth.
On February 11th there will be a Parent Night. After worship – instead of the regular Confirmation classes – there
will be a special event for Parents and their Confirmation youth. Christy Schmahl will lead a CAMP Day program.
We hope it will also include a Servant Event project.
Ash Wednesday – the start of the Lenten season is February 18th. This begins a slightly revised schedule for
Confirmation. Youth and their Faith Mentors will gather together for dinner, attend worship together and then take
part in a “guided conversation” about their faith journey. This will be the schedule for all six weeks of Lent – through
March 25th.
The Middle School Retreat will be held at Outlaw Ranch on Friday-Saturday, March 6th and 7th. The theme is
“Pray!” which is based on Philippians 4:6 – “Let your request be made known to God.” We will learn how to pray
and try out some new prayer practices. Ben Anderson will be our special speaker. He will be sharing on topics of
disability and bullying. You don’t want to miss it! The cost is $55 per person.
Eighth Grade Youth are working on their Faith in Action Projects. This is an opportunity for these youth to share
their faith in a concrete way using their God-given gifts, talents and interests. A letter is being mailed out to parents
regarding the details. They will present their projects at a Confirmation Banquet in the spring.
It is time to start thinking about Confirmation Camp. We will be heading to NeSoDak the week
of June 14—19 for this fun-filled week. In the morning we will have a time of study with our
Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal. The rest of the day will be filled with lots of camp activities
like swimming, games and Bible study with your camp counselor. Don’t miss out! The Early Bird
rate is $385.00. A $100.00 scholarship from CLF will be given towards the registration fee for
each youth attending Confirmation Camp.
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Rap Group January Schedule...
Sunday, February 8: 9:45 AM — Monthly planning meeting. At this meeting we will finalize our planning for our
Spring visits to worship at congregations of different denominations. We will also finalize planning for our
ski trip on February 27th. We will also make plans for personal Lenten disciplines.
Sunday, February 15: 1-3:00 PM — Wood cutting & splitting behind the church
Wednesday, February 18: Ash Wednesday worship at 6:30 PM with imposition of ashes
Wednesday, February 18: 7:30 PM—Lenten Class “Faith Practices: Prayer”
Wednesday, February 25: 7:30 PM—Lenten Class “Faith Practices: Food”

Catch The Buzz!
The Sunday School Mission Offering this year continues to go to the support of the ELCA
Malaria Campaign. The name of this program is Catch The Buzz. The children are
discovering that each one of us can make a difference!
Malaria is carried by mosquitoes in some of the poorest countries in the world. A child dies
every 45 seconds from this dreadful disease. One of the ways our offering helps is by
providing life-saving medicine quickly. The ELCA Malaria Campaign has a goal of raising $15
million during 2015 to wipe out malaria in the world.
Every month we invite you to participate in the “Noisy Offering” during worship. Your spare change, bills and
checks will go directly towards the ELCA Malaria Campaign. Like our children—you can make a difference in the
world! Our next “Noisy Offering” will be held on Sunday, February 8th.

It’s My Communion Day!
In January, Fifth Graders and their parents were invited to a special time of learning about the
sacrament of Holy Communion. We had a lot of fun learning about Passover and reading the
Biblical story about the First Communion that Jesus held for his disciples. We discovered that the
most important words in the Communion liturgy are the words, “For You”. We learned a lot of
churchy words and how communion is celebrated at our church. And, we got to taste and touch
things!
Three children will mark this faith milestone in worship on Sunday, February 1st. They will actually receive their
First Communion at that time. We are so proud of them. They are Kellyn Avery Kortemeyer, Eva Clayre Studt and
Kelley Ann Wicks. Welcome to the Table!

CUSTER YOUTH HOUSE – News & Needs

The Custer Youth House is located in the big blue building on the corner of 11th and Canal Streets. We are open
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. All 6th, 7th and 8th grade youth are welcome. It is a safe and
fun place to hang out and make new friends!
There is a place to hang out and watch movies. We have a Wii and a Playstation 3 for gaming. You can do crafts
or homework. And, there will be plenty of snacks and drinks. Best of all, it is all FREE!
We are always in need of donations of food and drink items for the Youth House. In addition, we welcome your
financial support. Your monetary gifts go will go towards rent, propane and wi-fi. You can help provide a great
outreach ministry to the youth in our community. Drop off your gifts at the church office. Please attach your name
so that we can thank you! If you have an idea of something you would like to donate – please talk to our Outreach
Minister, Yvonne Steindal.
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Council Meeting Highlights
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Council Minutes – January 20, 2015
Treasurer’s Report — Lonnie compared the 2014 budget with our expenditures and income.
Unfinished Business:
v Landscaping Project – Pastor Tom spoke to members about Tanya Olson’s long range landscape plan. The
first stage is done and we need to decide if we will continue with the next stage. The next stage of the plan was
to add doors to the Fellowship Hall opening out onto a patio. Pastor Tom asked members if they would like to
go forward with that. Members discussed. Pastor Tom reflected that we are going to need to paint the building
and that he thought that had higher priority. Members agreed that the landscaping plan should be tabled for
now.
v Thrivent Choice – January amount – $380 / $380
v CLF 50th Anniversary in 2015 Update – President Dahlstrom spoke to members about the possibility of having
Steve Baldwin chair this committee. Members agreed he would be an excellent choice. Steve has agreed to
serve. Dahlstrom would like for council to help Steve with some leadership and direction. Harold Snow
volunteered to act as a council liaison to this committee.
v Mutual Ministry Committee Update – members met with Pastor Tom to review the year and discuss and how
the congregation and Pastor Tom can support each other. Yvonne will have her own review soon.
v Updating Membership Lists – Donna has printed out the list and Pastor Tom reviewing.
v Renew Custer Highlands Listing – Lonnie discussed the price and market comparisons on our Highlands lot
for sale. A motion was made to reduce the lot price to $15,000.
v Council Retreat – A retreat is scheduled at Outlaw Ranch January 31st. The topic for the retreat will be “How

do we gather and grow in community.”
New Business:
v Membership changes: none
v Annual Meeting Planning – President Dahlstrom shared the meeting agenda with members. Membership for
the committees was discussed. Most seats have been or will be filled before the annual meeting. There will
still be opportunities for anyone that wants to serve on some of the committees during the annual meeting. The
Synod Assembly and Bear Butte Assembly representatives were discussed. Duane Martinz has an interest in
going to the Synod Assembly. Donna will order the chicken for the meal and Scott will pick it up. Council will
be hosting this event and will be in charge of set-up and clean-up. Pastor Tom asked about showing a few
short 2 minute “mission moment” videos and requested we have the meeting in the Sanctuary after the meal.
v Nominating Committee – Lonnie Hosman gave the nominating committee report. He will be finishing his term
on council and his term as treasurer. Council will need to appoint either a member of council or someone from
our congregation to fill the treasurer position. Possible candidates were discussed. Lonnie has volunteered to
serve on the nominating committee or the financing committee for next year. Members requested he serve on
the finance committee. Carol Laverick has agreed to serve on the nominating committee. Camille Riner has
agreed to serve another term but was concerned about the 2 consecutive term limit. Lonnie reviewed the
constitution and noted it stated members can serve for no more than two consecutive full terms. Camille has not
served two full terms; she has served one full term and finished out a term for Dee Scragg. A motion was made
to confirm Camille’s eligibility and ask her to serve one more term on council. It was seconded and carried.
v 2015 Budget – Members discussed next year’s budget. Pastor Tom said, “we have excellent worship services,
staffing, outreach to the community and participation in outside missions” but he is concerned that we will not
be able to continue our current programming and mission support with the trend we have seen in worship
attendance and financial stewardship. Council agreed this is something we need to address and discuss with
the congregation. With this in mind the council approved the proposed budget for the annual meeting.
v Delicate IRA – Members discussed where these donated monies would be placed in the budget.
v Music Camp Scholarship – Carol Laverick presented the idea of sponsoring a music camp scholarship open
to those students who participate in worship music. Luther, Augie, and St. Olaf all offer summer music camp
programs. Members will discuss this next month.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns
v Audit – the audit is done.
v Christian Ed Board – Pastor Tom and Yvonne met with Linda Fennell.
v Endowment – Pastor Tom said that the Endowment fund committee will be proposing three changes to the
Endowment Fund policy at the annual meeting.
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Epiphany 4
Sunday, February 1: Psalm 111; Deuteronomy 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28
Monday, February 2: Psalm 35:1-10; Numbers 22:1-21; Acts 21:17-26
Tuesday, February 3: Psalm 35:1-10; Numbers 22:22-28; 1 Corinthians 7:32-40
Wednesday, February 4: Psalm 35:1-10; Jeremiah 29:1-14; Mark 5:1-20
Epiphany 5
Thursday, February 5: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; Proverbs 12:10-21; Galatians 5:2-15
Friday, February 6: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; Job 36:1-23; 1 Corinthians 9:1-16
Saturday, February 7: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c;Isaiah 46:1-13; Matthew 12:9-14
Sunday, February 8: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; Isaiah 40:21-31; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39
Monday, February 9: Psalm 102:12-28; 2 Kings 4:8-17, 32-37; Acts 14:1-7
Tuesday, February 10: Psalm 102 12-28; 2 Kings 8:1-6; Acts 15:36-41
Wednesday, February 11: Psalm 102:12-28; Job 6:1-13; Mark 3:7-12
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Thursday, February 12: Psalm 50:1-6; 1 Kings 11:26-40; 2 Corinthians 2:12-17
Friday, February 13: Psalm 50:1-6; 1 Kings 14:1-18; 1 Timothy 1:12-20
Saturday, February 14: Psalm 50:1-6; 1 Kings 16:1-7; Luke 19:41-44
Sunday, February 15: Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Kings 2:1-12; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9
Monday, February 16: Psalm 110:1-4; Exodux 19:7-25; Hebrews 2:1-4
Tuesday, February 17: Psalm 110:1-4; Job 19:23-27; 1 Timothy 3:14-16
Ash Wednesday, February 18: Psalm 51:1-17; Isaiah 58:1-12; 2 Cor 5:20b—6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
1 Lent
Thursday, February 19: Psalm 25:1-10; Daniel 9:1-14; 1 John 1:3-10
Friday, February 20: Psalm 25:1-10; Daniel 9:15-25a; 2 Timothy 4:1-5
Saturday, February 21: Psalm 25:1-10; Psalm 32; Matthew 9:2-13
Sunday, February 22: Psalm 25:1-10; Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15
Monday, February 23: Psalm 77; Job 4:1-21; Ephesians 2:1-10
Tuesday, February 24: Psalm 77; Job 5:8-27; 1 Peter 3:8-18a
Wednesday, February 25: Psalm 77; Proverbs 30:1-9; Matthew 4:1-11
2 Lent
Thursday, February 26: Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 15:1-6, 12-18; Romans 3:21-31
Friday, February 27: Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 16:1-6; Romans 4:1-12
Saturday, February 28: Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 16:7-15; Mark 8:27-30
Sunday, March 1: Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38
Monday, March 2: Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45; Genesis 21:1-7; Hebrews 1:8-12
Tuesday, March 3: Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45; Genesis 22:1-19; Hebrews 11:1-3, 13-19
Wednesday, March 4: Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45; Jeremiah 30:12-22; John 12:36-43

Last Call for Four by Four in 2015...
It is time to establish new four by four groups if there is enough interest. If you don’t know what four by
four is…or just need a refresher, read on.

• 4 by 4 groups consist of four (sometimes five or six) singles or families that covenant to get together four times
during the year for a meal and conversation.
• The purpose of 4 by 4 groups is to deepen relationships and enjoy those you attend worship with in a more
informal setting.
• It’s up to the membership of each 4 by 4 group to plan its dates/events for the year. Typically, each family/single
hosts the whole group one time.
• Every year, we shake up the four by four rosters, so that we get to know other people. We try to do this by
mid-February, so the groups can get rolling.
Would you be interested in being part of 4 by 4 in 2015? There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex now... so sign up
soon!
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lonnie Hosman
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

