Crossroads
Monthly Newsletter for:

CUSTER LUTHERAN FELLOWSHIP
12622 US HW Y 16A
PHONE: 605-673-4691
EMAIL: clf@gwtc.net

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 4
APRIL 2015

Inside This Issue
2

CLF Happenings

3

Faith5

4

From Pastor Tom

4

Memorial Fund

5

Women of CLF

5

Lent

6

From the Church Office

7

Health Ministry

8-9

Youth News

9

Rap Group

10-11
11

Council Meeting Highlights
Daily Devotions

Inserts - April Calendar
- Birthdays & Anniversaries
- April Worship Help
- 50th Anniversary Celebration
- LSS Programs

CUSTER, SD 57730
FAX: 605-673-4881
www.custerlutheran.com

Holy Week Worship – Thursday, Friday, Easter...
At the center of our faith as Christians is the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We remember and celebrate all three
of these during Holy Week in the great “Three Days” of worship,
which falls this year the first week of April. Here are the dates and
times of services and activities at Custer Lutheran Fellowship for
Holy Week:
V Maundy Thursday Worship – April 2nd (6:30 PM): As we recall Jesus’ last
meal with his disciples, we will see a re-enactment of the Living Last Supper
and we follow Jesus’ command to “do this in remembrance of me” as we
celebrate Holy Communion.
V Good Friday CROSSWALK & BREAKFAST – April 3rd (6:30 AM): One of
the favorite traditions at Custer Lutheran Fellowship is the “Crosswalk” around
Stockade Lake. We gather at 6:30 AM to carry the cross together in
remembrance of Jesus’ journey through the streets of Jerusalem. The pace is
not fast and we stop several times to hear the words of Jesus from the cross
and to pray for those who suffer near and far. Back at CLF, we celebrate the
beginning of this best and worst of all days with a hearty potluck breakfast.
There are signup sheets on the Welcome Center for people to carry the cross
and pray as well as to bring breakfast items.
V Good Friday Worship – April 3rd (6:30 PM): Experience this reader’s
theater adaptation of the passion story according to the Gospel of John. This
service helps us to focus intensively on the majesty and power of Christ
crucified for and among us.
V Easter Morning Worship & Breakfast – April 5th (6:30 & 10 AM): We begin
life anew as we gather with the women at the tomb to hear and proclaim
together that “Christ is risen!” Please note the change in “usual” Sunday
worship times to the earlier sunrise service at 6:30 AM and the “later” 10:00
AM service. In between services the RAP Group (CLF’s high school
ministry) provides an Easter Breakfast with a free-will offering.
All are welcome to attend any or all of these services. However, the more services
we attend, the more meaningful they are as we allow the whole story of Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection to sink into our hearts and minds.

Wednesday NightLife...
YES! Wednesday NightLife will continue throughout the month of April. YES! There will be a meal each week
beginning at 5:00 PM. YES! There will be a short worship service each week at 6:00 PM. YES! You should
come and join us for a mid-week faith boost. YES! Invite your family, your friends, your neighbors. YES! We will
see you there! (Please note there will be NO Wednesday activities on April 1st which is during Holy Week.)

Summer Worship Time Change....
Mark your calendars now. This summer we will change to one Sunday morning worship service to be held at 9:30
AM. We will begin with this new time on May 24th and continue through “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday on
September 13th.
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Men’s Breakfast/Book Study Continues on First Saturday...
Continuing on Saturday, April 4th at 8:00 AM in the Fireside room, the monthly men’s book study is reading and
discussing the book, We Make the Road By Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation,
and Activation by Brian McLaren. Pastor Tom is leading this study, and breakfast is served. If you are newcomer
to the congregation, consider visiting this group. The discussion will be lively, and friendships will be made and
strengthened. Even if you haven’t been part of the study so far, you are welcome to join in mid-book.
The McLaren book is described as “having everything you need to explore what a difference an honest, living,
growing faith can make in our world today” (from the summary on the front flap of the book). This group meets on
the first Saturday of each month.
You can read a summary of the book and purchase it at www.amazon.com

Thursday 9:30 AM Christian Book Study...
March 5, 2015 we started a new book by Richard Rohr—”FALLING UPWARD: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of
Life”. Taken from the summary on the front flap of the book: In the first half of life, we are naturally and rightly
preoccupied with establishing our identity—climbing, achieving and performing. But those concerns will not serve
us as we grow older and begin to embark on a further journey, one that involves challenges, mistakes, loss of
control, broader horizons and necessary suffering that actually shocks us out of our prior comfort zone.
Eventually, we need to see ourselves in a different and more life-giving way. This message of “falling down” —
that is in fact moving upward — is the most resisted and counterintuitive of messages in the world’s religions,
including and most especially Christianity. This sounds like a book all of us can relate to at this time in our lives.
It’s not too late to join in! Books can be purchased from Donna in the office. For more information on the book
study, please contact Lois Anderson, 673-4813.

Getting to Know You...
We have had many newcomers in our midst over the last several months. We would like to invite newcomers to
explore becoming part of the CLF family through membership.
Join us on Sunday morning, April 12th for our “Get Acquainted” Time between services. Long time members
are invited to join our newcomers at an orientation which will be held in the Fireside Room. We will be sharing
information about CLF’s many activities and programs.
We are also looking for New Member Mentors. We want each of our Newcomer families to be connected with a
specific current member. The Mentor will help out their New Member get more closely connected to CLF over the
next six months.
We will welcome New Members with a milestone blessing during worship on Sunday, April 26th. We hope you
can join us for that celebration as well.

Road Trip to Rapid!

The Social Ministry Team invites you to on a road trip on Monday, April 13th.
We will leave the church parking lot at 5:30 PM. Larry Peterson is making
arrangements for us to attend the White Eagle Dance Group (formerly the
Woyatan Dance Group) at the Mother Butler Center in Rapid City. Please
sign up so we can make arrangements for transportation. We will be taking
the church van as well as carpooling.
In light of the recent racial tensions in our area – what a great opportunity for
us to be a witness to our neighbors of our loving concern for all people. We
have much to learn from our Native American families. We hope that this is
the first of regular road trips to Rapid to spend an evening learning about Native American culture, enjoying the
music and even dancing!
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Dear friends in Christ,
You may not have noticed, but pastors can get awfully serious. Sometimes when I’m
preaching I realize that I’ve become so interested and excited about my topic that I haven’t
noticed my volume incrementally rising from normal speaking level to what generously
could be called my “outside voice.” O.K., I’ll admit it. Sometimes I’m right on the verge of
hollering. And then there are the books that pastors read. Most people would look at the
titles on my Amazon account and cringe. Want to start a book club around Christopraxis: A Practical Theology of
the Cross or Revelation and the Spirit: A Comparative Study of the Relationship between the Doctrine of
Revelation and Pneumatology in the Theology of Eberhard Jungel and Wolfhart Pannenberg? I really did purchase
those books recently, and I really have been quite thrilled as I’ve read them. Perhaps a tad too serious?
So in the spirit of holy hilarity that traditionally follows the more somber weeks of Lent, I recently wrote a spiritual
prescription to myself for a good dose of “lighten up a little bit.” In that spirit, I offer to you the following theological
list that must be true because I found it on the internet. Drum roll, please:
Things you learn from a Dog:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Greet everyone with enthusiasm
Explore everything
Loyalty is a virtue
Be yourself
Love unconditionally

Not bad stuff, if I do say so myself. This list could just as easily be titled, “Five Steps to a Good Life” or “Five Core
Spiritual Values,” but they are much more fun when they really do describe the three fury critters who greet me
every time I walk in my front door.
I wonder what Sunday morning would feel like if we stationed a couple of friendly Golden Retrievers at the main
entrance and put a “Greeter” sticker on their collars. Of course we’d need a Border Collie or Australian Shepherd
to herd people to their seats. If someone started to tear up with a sad memory, we’d keep a couple of lap dogs at
the ready to snuggle beside them with a dose of fuzzy comfort. The Huskies could join the choir to help the
sopranos hit the highest notes. When the preacher’s sermon got a bit too long, the German Shepherd could
confidently walk up to the pulpit, take a mouthful of robe and guide the pastor to the pew. For passing the peace,
all of the people could throw tennis balls and sit back to watch all of the fun. Along with the cookies, we’d hand out
dog treats. And when it was all over we’d all go outside and run in the grass.
Sounds like a church that I’d actually like to attend. So as we enter the warmer and brighter days of Spring, I am
saying a prayer of thanks for the deep thoughts of theologians and for the love of dogs. I’m glad there is room on
God’s good world for both.
Peace and best wishes,
Pastor Tom Opoien

“NOISY OFFERING” TO CONTINUE ONE SUNDAY A MONTH...
As part of the Sunday School Mission Offering this year to aid the ELCA Malaria Campaign, we
will have a “Noisy Offering” one Sunday a month. Feel free to send your pocket change with a
child to throw in the cream can! The next noisy offering will be on April 12th.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
The 3-H Club (Humor Health Hangout) will meet at 1:30 PM on April 19th in the Fireside Room.
Come and have your Spirit lifted with laughter. Bring a favorite joke or fun story to share.
It is a priceless experience—there is no admission fee!

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:
WHEN: Monday, April 27th — 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: JoAnn Evans & Mickey Schlecht
PROGRAM: Jenny Behlings will speak to us about her trip to Washington, DC and
decorating the White House last fall.
At our meeting in March, Matt Rusch told us about the camping programs at Outlaw Ranch. He spoke about the
importance of the youth camp and the fact that the experience can be life changing to some of the program
participants. Of course, the fact that family camp many times includes three generations of a family, speaks
to the importance of camp as an annual family tradition.
Another fun, successful Auction of Talents was held on Sunday, March 22nd. Thanks to each of you who
donated the awesome talents and to those of you who generously bid on those items. Alan Webster and Paul
Heinert did an excellent job of keeping items moving and keeping us on track with our bidding. Once again, a
huge thank you to all who supported this endeavor. The W/ELCA checking account has increased by over
$3,000 thanks to those who donated and those who purchased items on Sunday. We appreciate your support
and look forward to using this money to help the community and beyond!
A reminder to all women at CLF. You are all invited to attend the Bear Butte W/ELCA Spring Gathering that
will be hosted by and held at CLF on Saturday, April 18th. Registration will be from 8:30—9:30 AM. The
meeting will begin at 9:30. The theme is “The Rock”, Psalm 18:2. The program is “Katie Luther” presented by
Margie Neugebauer. Pastor Tom will lead the Bible Study at 1:00 PM.
Come One...Come All! Quilting will continue in April in the Narthex. Please check the W/ELCA BULLETIN
BOARD for specific information and dates. Join us for fun and fellowship as we make quilts for Lutheran
World Relief and local needs. You don’t need to know to sew... there are plenty of other jobs to do! Thanks to
all who contribute to this very important outreach program.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs
of interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

April — June Mission Project: WEAVE

ª
ª
ª
ª

Paper products – tissues, toilet paper
Shampoo, soaps, lotions
Feminine products
Laundry soap

Bins will be in the Narthex for your donations.

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
Outdoor Landscaping
Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Hand Bells

Recent Memorials:
∗ Received to the glory of God and in memory of Fanchon Harper from Harold & Ann Snow

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday 7:40—8:40 AM; 3—5 PM
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

Easter Flowers
Please help us celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus, with
flowers for the altar area on
Easter morning. You can order
from a Floral Shop or bring them to the church on
Saturday, April 4th. Please let the office know if the
flowers are in memory of or in honor of someone
special.

Library News...
The Library is currently in the process of getting a
make-over. Bookshelves will be added and the children’s
corner will be moved and expanded. The library is also
in need of cookbooks if you have any extra. Thanks!

Life Line Screening…

will be held at Custer Lutheran Fellowship on Friday, May 1st. Pre-registration is required. You can register by one
of the following two methods:
> Call 1-888-653-6450 or Visit www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
Flyers can be found at the Welcome Center in the Narthex and also on the tables with the Sunday bulletins.

2015 Budget thru February, 2015
2015 Actual

2015 Budget

$ Over Budget

% of Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Youth House Building Sale
Total Income

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

76,924.91
50.00
767.00
245.00
20.00
0.00
78,006.91

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

69,166.66
200.00
200.00
333.34

7,758.25
(150.00)
567.00
(88.34)

111.2%
25.0%
383.5%
73.5%

69,900.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

8,106.91

111.6%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$
$
$
$
$
$

18,664.25
1,693.63
924.60
12,040.97
39,694.62
73,018.07

$
$
$
$
$
$

19,200.00
2,029.34
904.18
12,784.02
41,482.52
76,400.06

$
$
$
$
$
$

(535.75)
(335.71)
20.42
(743.05)
(1,787.90)
(3,381.99)

97.2%
83.5%
102.3%
94.2%
95.7%
95.6%
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
Well we are all getting a taste of spring. Can’t wait to plant flowers but we all know what still may
be ahead. I want to remind everyone to contact me if they are planning on surgery or in other
ways where I may be able to help you. Sometimes an illness in the family is very stressful and
maybe you even just need a caring person to vent the stressors. I also would stop by to be sure you are well
prepared for your care after surgery or other hospitalizations. As far as the Health Ministry team goes, at our last
meeting we further discussed our “Go for your Goal” program. We are planning a meeting on April 26th between
services to discuss what this is all about & discuss ways to get you to your goal. We will welcome ideas from
everyone. The start date is June 1st & will go for 6 months. We will plan another meeting after 3 months to see how
everyone is doing & give extra encouragement. The other issue is that we want to do a presentation covering CPR
(noncertified), AED use & first aid. Please sign up on the sheet located at the Welcome Center. It was one of the
number one items in our survey, so we know there is interest. If we do not have enough people signed up we will not
be able to do this presentation. You just never know when you will face a situation where that knowledge will be
helpful & maybe life saving. I ’m hoping you are all in good health or at the least on your way. I’m always here for a
talk or visit. God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Learning More about Mental Health...
This month I want to focus on Anxiety Disorders. I know we all go through periods of anxiety as life itself offers so
many challenges. Some people live with anxiety every day and to a higher degree. Sometimes there is a trigger
such as being around too many people or feelings of inferiority. These fears can paralyze them and keep them from
being able to do what is necessary to get by in this world. They usually need a “safe” place to go when needed. If
pressed too far beyond their comfort zone they can go into panic attacks. This is extremely difficult as you have a
great sense of impending doom, you are frozen in fear and even feel like you are having a heart attack because your
body is responding to this fear with our built in “fight or flight” hormones that kick in raising your pulse & breathing. It
can be very difficult to treat & usually requires medication from a doctor & intense counseling to face these fears &
“desensitize” you to your fear. It also may help to let a good friend & family member know what you are going
through. You are not alone. Many people go through these same fears. Next month I will discuss PTSD which is a
form of an anxiety disorder. Please call me if you ever have any questions. God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

God’s Work. Our Hands.
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for your
Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work – Our
Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
∗ Sunday School children served as ushers and greeters several times for worship services recently.
∗ The Social Ministry Team held a breakfast at CLF which raised $693. These monies will go to support the work
of the Corner Stone Rescue Mission and The Storehouse.
∗ After learning about The Last Supper - SPARK Kids made communion bread which will be used at worship at
CLF.
∗ The High School Youth RAP Group hosted a “Social” between worship services for Sunday School aged
children.
∗ The Women of the ELCA raised over $3,000 at their annual “Auction of Talents”. These monies will be used to
support their mission work.
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SPARK Kids...
Wednesday afternoons at CLF mean friends, faith and fun! SPARK Kids is our after-school Children’s Ministry
program for Kindergarten through Grade 5. Children are picked up at school and transported to church. Our time
together is a fast-moving pace of learning activities including snacks, stories, games, science experiments, arts and
crafts. Any children in the community are welcome to join in the fun. So, be sure to invite any children you know in
your neighborhood.
In April, SPARK Kids will be exploring Biblical stories from the New Testament:
• April 1 – Holy Week - NO SPARK Kids!
• April 8 – The Empty Tomb; Luke 24:1-12, Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-8
• April 15 – Doubting Thomas; John 20:19-31
• April 22 - House on the Rock; Matthew 7:24-28
• April 29 – A Storm; Matthew 8:23-27
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:00 pm. Families are encouraged to stay for dinner and worship at the
Wednesday NightLife program upstairs. A brief worship service begins at 6:00 PM. All are welcome!

Sunday School News...

Regular Sunday School resumes April 12th with Becky & Craig Black as the teachers. Classes will be from 9:45—
10:45 AM and will be held in the Sunday School room. Hoping to see many children attending. We can’t wait to
see you!
We are looking for pictures of Sunday School from the past 50 years. If you have any to share, please make a copy
and get them to Linda Fennell by the end of May. Call her at 673-2913 to let you know you have them.

Spotlight on Confirmation...
The schedule for Confirmation learning on Wednesdays in the month of April is as follows:
Ø April 1 & 8 – NO Confirmation events at CLF.
Ø April 8 – Eighth Grade Youth turn in their completed Faith Statements to Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal.
Ø April 15 – ALL Confirmation Youth will participate in a Servant Event at CLF. The Quilter’s Group will lead the
program – sharing information about the ministry of quilting, teaching youth how to tie quilts, and having youth
help set up the worship space for Quilt Sunday. Parents are invited to participate as well.
Ø April 22 – Sixth & Seventh Grade Youth AND Parents will meet to plan the Confirmation Banquet. Eighth
Grade Youth will meet with Pastor Tom and Yvonne to review and finalize their Faith Statements.
Ø April 29 – ALL Youth will participate in the Confirmation Banquet & Worship Program. Sixth & Seventh
Grade Families will prepare, serve & clean-up. Eighth Grade Youth will invite their families and Faith Mentors
for this special evening. There will be assigned tables for these Eighth Grade guests. All are welcome to this
celebration. After the meal – the Eighth Grade Confirmation Youth will present their Faith Statements as part
of that evenings worship. (Please note that the Service of Confirmation for Eighth Graders will be held on
Sunday, May 3rd at the 11:00 service.)
It is time NOW to register for Confirmation Camp. We will be heading to NeSoDak the week of June 7—12 for this
fun-filled week. In the morning we will have a time of study with our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal. The rest of
the day will be filled with lots of camp activities like swimming, games and Bible study with your camp counselor.
Don’t miss out! The Early Bird rate is $385.00 – if you register before April 15th. A $100 scholarship from CLF will
be given towards the registration fee for each youth attending Confirmation Camp.
We invite Confirmation Youth to come and help out with Day Camp at CLF this summer. This is a great servant
project opportunity. The Camp will be held the week of July 26th thru 31st for children in Pre-K through Grade 5. We
could use helpers to be with the children. Plus you get to hang out with the Outlaw Ranch staff! What fun!
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Rap Group March Schedule...
Easter Sunday, April 5: Host and serve Annual Easter Breakfast between services
Sunday, April 19: 9:45 AM — Monthly planning meeting
Sunday, April 19: 1-3:00 PM — Wood cutting & splitting behind the church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Rap Group to Serve Annual Easter Pancake Breakfast...

The Rap Group will continue the annual tradition of serving a pancake breakfast on Easter Sunday morning from
7:30 until 10:00. There will be a free will offering taken with the proceeds being used toward their trip to Detroit,
Michigan on July 14-19, 2015 for the National Youth Gathering of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Thirteen high school students and three adults from Custer Lutheran Fellowship will be traveling to Detroit to
participate in the event.
The Gathering, as it is known, is a triennial event that takes place over five days – Wednesday to Sunday – and
includes opportunities for worship, service, fellowship, study and holy play.
What sets the Gathering apart from what some call “arena ministry” is its multi-month, pre-event curriculum
designed to plunge teens deep into the Scripture texts around which the ministry is built, and prepare them socially
and emotionally for what, for many, is a pivotal moment in their life of faith and their understanding of vocation.
After-care is also an exemplar of this ministry. We know that young people will return to their congregations and
synods with a renewed witness to God’s action in the world, and we try to help congregational leaders receive the
witness of young people and incorporate them into the ongoing ministry of the congregation and synod as vital
members of the body of Christ.

Camps for Kids...
Have you signed up for camp yet? Sign up TODAY for this month’s Elementary Adventure Day! Don’t let financial
concerns be an issue for you. Let us help. Talk to our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal – we will make sure you
and your child can get to this special day. You won’t regret it!
Elementary Adventure (Grade K-6). Sunday, April 26. 1:30 – 6:00 PM. Bring a friend to an afternoon of fun at
Outlaw Ranch. There will be games, worship, singing, crafts, hiking, hayrides, campfire, s’mores and supper. All so
you can get an idea what camp is like! Parents can come too! Cost: $17.00 for children, $12.00 for adults.
K-5 Parents & Grandparents Overnight. June 19-20. (Friday 4:30 PM – Saturday 4:30 PM) Come explore Outlaw
Ranch through worship, singing, crafts, Bible study, games and much more! T his program offers a chance for K-5th
grade campers and parents/grandparents to pack all of the fun and adventure of camp into 24 hours. It’s a blast you
don’t want to miss! Cost: $95.00 for adult, $45.00 for children.
CLF Day Camp. Monday, July 27 – Friday, July 31. (9:00 AM – 3:00 PM) Gather each day at church to explore the
theme “No Matter What” based on Romans 8:39 – “Nothing can separate us from the love of God.” The staff from
Outlaw Ranch will lead the campers in Bible study, worship, songs, games, crafts and much more. This is a week of
Christ-centered fun for all! You will be able to sign up for Day Camp by calling the church office.

Catch The Buzz!
The Sunday School Mission Offering this year has gone to the support of the ELCA Malaria Campaign. The name of
this program is Catch The Buzz. The children have been learning that each one of us can make a difference!
In the March issue of The Lutheran magazine there was a great article entitled “Our Malaria Moment” which shared
stories of the work of the church in fighting this dreadful disease. Did you know that in 2013 there were 198 million
cases of malaria in 97 different countries and territories? Did you know that 82 percent of those cases were in the
sub-Saharan Africa? Did you know that there were 584,000 deaths from malaria in 2013? Did you know that
453,000 of those malaria deaths were children under the age of five?
These are the last two months to participate in our “Noisy Offering” for Malaria during worship. Your spare change,
bills and checks will go directly towards the ELCA Malaria Campaign – which is work to eradicate Malaria throughout
the world. Our “Noisy Offering” monies will help provide families with mosquito nets, help to dig new wells to provide
clean water for entire villages and help get life-saving medicine to those who are sick quickly.
A little bit can make a BIG difference in the world! Our next “Noisy Offering” will be held on Sunday, April 12th.
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Council Minutes – March 17, 2015
Treasurer’s Report — Carol reviewed the treasures report. Carol met with Donna and had discussion with Jon
about keeping the $10,000 from Jane Olson’s Memorial Savings Fund in savings until needed to go into the general
fund which had been approved at last month’s meeting. Motion made by Reed, seconded and carried to keep the
$10,000 in reserve in the memorial savings fund until needed to go into the general fund.
Unfinished Business:
¯ Memorial List – Tom reported no new additions.
¯ Thrivent Choice – March amount – $91 / $758
¯ CLF 50th Anniversary Update – Harold updated the planning for the anniversary. Steve Baldwin and group
are working on plans. Presently some committee members are out of town and he will report next month.
¯ Treasurer Update – Jon is checking with some members to see if they are interested in the treasurer’s
position.
New Business:
¯ Membership changes: Add – Greg Werner, transfer from St Paul Lutheran, Dubuque, IA (wife Connie joined
last fall)
¯ Bear Butte Conference Assembly – Pastor Tom reported the annual conference assembly is this Sunday,
March 22nd at Atonement Lutheran in Rapid City. All are welcome to attend. They will leave at 2 PM from CLF.
¯ Library – Discussion held about proposal for “Enhancement of Fireside Room and Library” with funds from
Dorothy Delicate memorial donations of $2500. Motioned made by Terri, seconded and approved for the use of
$2500 for the improvements in Dorothy’s honor.
¯ Electrical Audit – Carol discussed the upcoming increase of 4% by Black Hills Power and reviewed past
electric bills. Discussion held to find out if Black Hills Power does any energy audit. Carol will contact them and
report back at next meeting and talk with Augie on the types of lights the church uses.
¯ SD Synod Capital Campaign – Pastor Tom reported the upcoming campaign is: “Listen God is Calling”. It is a
capitol campaign to work with new seminary students to decrease their debt if they are coming to serve in
South Dakota and also seminary scholarships. The Synod is looking for gifts to help with this campaign. Tom
will talk with Jon more about this and report back.
¯ Mission Festival – $1,400 thru 3/11 & Tom reported the School of Mines Chili Ministry Cook off made $1100.
2015 Goals & Lead Activities:
¯ Goal 1 – Average Weekly Worship: 239
1. Care & Share: Terri H & Michelle L – Terri visited with Donna and April is almost finished. Donna is talking
to Cindy Heyne and Liz Kleffner for Easter Sunday. Terri will follow up. Michele and Yvonne went to visit
Presbyterian Church in Rapid per the recommendation of Kaye Foust with how they welcome visitors.
Michele learned they had a door opener, 2 greeters with name tags, a welcome table with church information, contact information sheet in bulletin to fill out, and gifts if you stopped at the welcome desk which was a
mug with church information and later received a note from the Pastor.
2. Summer Wednesdays: Duane M – Duane needs to get together with Tom.
3. Children in Worship: Michelle L – Michelle reported there were smaller numbers at the retreat . The kids
had a fantastic time and did a play and Easter activities. Michelle talked with Linda Fennell about working
on some transitions to increase the children attending. Linda will be working with Craig & Becky Black for
next month.
4. Snowbird Gatherings: Carol L – Carol reported she met with the Outreach Team and discussed getting
contact information about the snowbirds and planning two events a year with them. Discussed other ways
to maintain contact thru the church’s Facebook page, postcards and web page. Pastor Tom reported that
he had contact with a couple members this past week and would like to continue with them attending church
when they are traveling. Carol will meet with Donna to work on contact information and meet again with
Outreach Ministry Team.
Ø Goal 2 – New Member Connections
1. New Resources in the Pews – Carol reported from the Outreach meeting that they would like to have
Camille look at a brochure they have started.
2. New Member Picture Board – Camille & Carol reported they met with the Outreach Team and discussed the
picture board and information we could have about the new members on it
3. Seasonal Visitor Connections: Reed H – Reed discussed the use of the 50th Anniversary as an incentive to
put a poster up at CSP, Chamber, Crazy Horse. The poster would have church information, events, contact
numbers, FaceBook, etc.
Ø Recruit 3-5 Stewardship Leaders – Jon working on.
(Continued next page)
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Passion/Palm Sunday
Wednesday, April 1: Psalm 70; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Hebrews 12:1-3; John 13:21-32
Easter Sunday
Maundy Thursday, April 2: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26;
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Good Friday, April 3: Psalm 22; Isaiah 52:13—53:12; Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 18:1—19:42
Vigil of Easter Saturday, April 4: Romans 6:3-11; John 20:1-18
Easter Sunday, April 5: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or
Acts 10:34-43; Mark 16:1-8 or John 20:1-18
Monday, April 6: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Genesis 1:1-19; 1 Corinthians 15:35-49
Tuesday, April 7: Psalm 118:1-2, Genesis 1:20—2:4a; 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
Wednesday, April 8: Psalm 118:1-2, Song of Solomon 3:1-11; Mark 16:1-8
2 Easter
Thursday, April 9: Psalm 133, Daniel 1:1-21; Acts 2:42-47
Friday, April 10: Psalm 133, Daniel 2:1-23; Acts 4:23-31
Saturday, April 11: Psalm 133, Daniel 2:24-49, John 12:44-50
Sunday, April 12: Psalm 133, Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 1:1—2:2; John 20:19-31
Monday, April 13: Psalm 135; Daniel 3:1-30; 1 John 2:3-11
Tuesday, April 14: Psalm 135; Daniel 6:1-28; 1 John 2:12-27
Wednesday, April 15: Psalm 135; Isaiah 26:1-15; Mark 12:18-27
3 Easter
Thursday, April 16; Psalm 4; Daniel 9:1-19; 1 John 2:18-25
Friday, April 17: Psalm 4; Daniel 10:2-19; 1 John 2:26-28
Saturday, April 18: Psalm 4; Acts 3:1-10; Luke 22:245-30
Sunday, April 19: Psalm 4; Acts 3:12-19; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48
Monday, April 20: Psalm 150; Jeremiah 30:1-11a; 1 John 3:10-16
Tuesday, April 21: Psalm 150; Hosea 5:15—6:6; 2 John 1-6
Wednesday, April 22: Psalm 150; Proverbs 9:1-6; Mark 16:9-18
4 Easter
Thursday, April 23: Psalm 23; Genesis 30:25-43; Acts 3:17-26
Friday, April 24: Psalm 23; Genesis 46:28—47:6; Acts 4:1-4
Saturday, April 25: Psalm 23; Genesis 48:8-19; Mark 6:30-34
Sunday, April 26:Psalm 23; Acts 4:5-12; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18
Monday, April 27:Psalm 95; 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 1 Peter 5:1-5
Tuesday, April 28: Psalm 95; 1 Chronicles 11:1-9; Revelation 7:13-17
Wednesday, April 29: Psalm 95; Micah 7:8-20; Mark 14:26-31
5 Easter
Thursday, April 30: Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 8:1-7; Acts 8:1b-8
Friday, May 1: Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 8:11-13; Acts 8:9-25
Saturday, May 2: Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 9:7-15; Mark 4:30-32
Sunday, May 3: Psalm 22:25-31; Acts 8:26-40; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8
Monday, May 4: Psalm 80; Isaiah 5:1-7; Galatians 5:16-26
Tuesday, May 5: Psalm 80; Isaiah 32:9-20; James 3:17-18
Wednesday, May 6: Psalm 80; Isaiah 65:17-25; John 14:18-31

Committee & Ministry Team Concerns
¯ Property – Pastor Tom reported that Black Hills Power was out to look at the security light that has been on but
did not fix it.
¯ Social Ministry – Pastor Tom reported on the mission festival and said the SMT is working on a new mission
statement for their group.
¯ Stewardship – No report for meeting
¯ W/ELCA – Pastor Tom reported the Auction of Talents is this weekend.
¯ Outreach – Continues to work on welcoming new members; Lenten faith mentor program going well.
¯ Worship & Music – Pastor Tom reported that we are a having A Living Lord’s Supper on Maundy Thursday.
Lenten Services are going well.
¯ Youth – Rap group split wood, serving Easter breakfast, responsible for April Care & Share. Visiting four other
congregations, helped with Sunday School.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Carol Laverick
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

