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Holy Week Worship...
At the center of our faith as Christians is the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Here are the dates and times of
services and activities at Custer Lutheran Fellowship for Holy
Week:
V Palm/Passion Sunday Worship – April 9th: At the regular Sunday worship
times (8:30 & 10:30 AM), the congregation gathers with a procession of palms to
reenact Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and mark the beginning of this
holiest of weeks.
V Maundy Thursday Worship – April 13th (6:30 PM): As we recall Jesus’ last
meal with his disciples, we hear the story of the Last Supper and we follow Jesus’
command to “do this in remembrance of me” as we celebrate Holy Communion.
The service concludes with a dramatic stripping of the altar.
V Good Friday CROSSWALK & BREAKFAST – April 14th (6:30 AM): One of the
favorite traditions at Custer Lutheran Fellowship is the “Crosswalk” around
Stockade Lake. We gather at 6:30 AM to carry the cross together in remembrance of Jesus’ journey through the streets of Jerusalem. The pace is not fast
and we stop several times to hear the words of Jesus from the cross and to pray
for those who suffer near and far. Back at CLF, we celebrate the beginning of
this best and worst of all days with a hearty potluck breakfast. There are signup
sheets at the Welcome Center for people to carry the cross and pray as well as to
bring breakfast items.
V Good Friday Worship – April 14th (6:30 PM): A somber and reflective service
of light and darkness in which we hear the story of Jesus’ crucifixion and death
according to the Gospel of John. This service helps us to focus intensively on the
majesty and power of Christ crucified for and among us.
V Easter Morning Worship & Breakfast – April 16th (6:30 & 10 AM): We begin
life anew as we gather with the women at the tomb to hear and proclaim together
that “Christ is risen!” Please note the change in “usual” Sunday worship times to
the earlier sunrise service at 6:30 AM and the second service at 10:00 AM. In
between services the RAP Group (CLF’s high school ministry) provides an
Easter Breakfast with a free-will offering.
All are welcome to attend any or all of these services. However, the more services
we attend, the more meaningful they are as we allow the whole story of Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection to sink into our hearts and minds.

Last Chance to Get Your Picture Taken for Directory!
A new church directory is being planned at Custer Lutheran Fellowship. If you didn’t get your picture
taken in March, you have two more chances in April! Don’t miss out!
ü Come have your picture taken on one of these dates:
² Sunday, April 16th — between and after late service OR Wednesday, April 19th — starting at 5 PM
Denny and Paul have graciously offered their time and if you bring a blank CD/flash drive to your photo shoot, you can have a
FREE DIGITAL COPY OF YOUR PHOTO SUITABLE FOR ENLARGEMENTS! Denny and Paul WILL NOT BE SELLING
PRINTS, but you will be able to take the digital copy to any photo lab for color prints/enlargements.

ü Or… You can submit a photo (preferably in digital format) either by emailing (clf@gwtc.net) or by bringing it in to the
office during regular hours.
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Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast/Book Study
We meet the first Saturday of each month at 8 AM in the Fireside Room at CLF. Breakfast will be served then
we will hold study and discussion. The plan is to be done by 10 AM. We are studying the book “What We Talk
About When We Talk About God” by Rob Bell. Our next meeting is Saturday, April 1st. If you have any questions
contact Allen Canete 673-3753.

THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
Join our weekly Christian Book Study any time! We gather on Thursday mornings in the Fireside Room from 9:30
to 11:30 AM. Coffee and treats are plentiful. We read aloud from the book we have selected so you do not have to
read ahead or prepare anything. We interrupt our reading with questions, thoughts and reflections. It is a very fun
and free-flowing discussion. We challenge one another, disagree with one another, share our life and faith
experiences and laugh a lot! We would love to have you be a part of it.
We are currently reading Amish Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended Tragedy. This is the story of the remarkable
response of the Amish community to the horrific shooting of ten school girls in 2006. “In a word where religion
spawns so much violence and vengeance, the surprising act of Amish forgiveness begs for deeper consideration.”
Join us for some great conversation. We can share books. Or if you prefer—you can purchase a book through Amazon
for basically the cost of shipping. We invite you to explore your faith with a group of friends!

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
3-H Club will have the last meeting before the summer break on Sunday, April 30th from
1:30—2:30 PM. Come for a “spirit lift”. No membership required or offered.
Come as you are and leave with a spring in your step!

GOD’S GLOBAL BARNYARD...
This school year our children’s mission project is the ELCA’s God’s Global Barnyard project. This month we are
focusing on chicks! That seems a very appropriate Easter focus. Ten little chicks make a big difference! Within
months of birth, chickens are already laying eggs. With an ongoing supply of protein-rich meals and eggs to sell at
the market, this gift is a great leap forward for a family struggling with hunger and poverty. Chicks are
only $10. To help a farm grow—a rooster can be purchased for $15.
“So, join our children and give a gift to our “Noisy Offering” on Sunday, April 9th. At the close of the
Children’s Message – children will collect your coins, bills and checks and place these gifts in our
special “Noisy Offering” cream can. Thank you for your support!

COMMITTEES COMMITTEE UP-DATE...
A strong committee structure is good for the church, will give the new pastor stability, a place to start and helps to
spread the work out amongst all of our membership. Shortly after Easter we will have our committee’s fair, to give
all the opportunity to jump in and lend a hand. The committees we are creating include: Building & Property,
Christian Education (includes youth and adults); Children’s Ministry, Worship & Music, Welcome & Outreach and
Pastoral Support which the ministers themselves will help create. If any of these appeal to you please speak with a
member of Council, Pat or Yvonne.

Easter Flowers
Please help us celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, with flowers for the altar area on Easter
morning. You can order from a Floral Shop or bring them to the church by Sunday, April 16th.
Please let the office know if the flowers are in memory of or in honor of someone special.
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These are the monthly Care & Share groups for
April and May. The Coordinators will be contacting
you to find out which Sunday(s) you are available to
help. The areas where help is needed are:
Greeters/Ushers, Readers, Communion Servers
and Coffee Hosts.
The April sign-up sheet is already located at the
Welcome Center and the May sheet will be available
at the Welcome Center around the middle of April.
Please say yes when called....your help is greatly
appreciated!
Thank you for serving the Lord in
this important way!!
* Calling Coordinators
April—Duane Martinz
May—Anita Swanson

Elaine Alt
Lisa Bryant
Jean Diedtrich
Jacob & Jenny Diedtrich
Steve & Lisa Esser
Norbert & Jane Faulstich
John & Karla Kirk
Joe & Erin Konkol
Jim & Patti Lee
Nancy & Duane* Martinz
Larry Peterson
Rich & Kathy Polzine
Verl & Kathy Scheibe
David & Kathy Thoreson
Greg & Connie Werner
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MAY
Joel & Christie Behlings
Keith & Laura Burden
Ann Cazer
Steve Engelbrecht
Heath & Catherine Harding
Pat & Rick Hudson
Joyce Jindra
Jim & Carol Laverick
Bud & Mary Olson
Kent & Renae Schneider
Dan & Anita* Swanson
Janice Sweere
Bob & Sherri Timperley
Nathan & Katie Wiederholt
Neil & Joanne Witt

Please notify Interim Pastor, Pat or Outreach Minister, Yvonne when:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

There is a hospitalization in your family
There is a death in your family
You would like a pastoral visit
There is a birth or adoption
Someone becomes homebound
Someone becomes unemployed
There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy

Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the body
of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pat Eidsness, Interim Pastor
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
605-584-0028
673-4691 (church)
605-593-6165 (cell)
pat_clf@gwtc.net
yvonne_clf@gwtc.net

Wednesday NightLife…

We will return to our regular Wednesday NightLife program after Easter – beginning on April 19th. The schedule is
as follows:
ª 4:00 PM – We always need help with last minute preparations – which includes filling water pitchers, making
lemonade, setting out food items, plates and utensils. Please come and help as you are able.
ª 5:00 PM – SPARK Kids sets all the tables with salt & pepper, water glasses and a pitcher of water.
ª 5:15 PM – A spoken grace is shared before we eat. The meal schedule for this month is:
∗ April 19 – Donna McConnell & Mickey Schlecht will prepare the meal.
∗ April 26 – Craig Lewis will prepare the meal.
ª 5:45 PM – Grace is sung and Announcements are made. Confirmation families who are assigned Clean-Up
for that night can begin their work.
ª 6:00 PM – Bell is rung for Worship!
ª 6:30 PM – Confirmation and Adult Learning Classes
ª 7:30 PM – Choir Practice

Thoughts From Yvonne!
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Being a Church Member – What Does it Mean?
In March we welcomed eight new families into the membership of Custer Lutheran Fellowship. To celebrate that
faith milestone – we give each family some gifts. This time that included a small book entitled I Am A Church
Member by Thom S. Rainer. It is a quick and easy read – six chapters for a total of 79 pages.
There is a lot of debate about the alarming drop in church involvement and worship attendance. We have come to
blame many things – culture, politics, generations, even churches themselves. The author of this book suggests
another reason – one we can actually do something about – church members. The church has grown weaker as
churches have weakened their expectations of its own members. We have forgotten that to be a church member
requires that we make a commitment of our time, our talents, our treasures.
William Temple was a theologian and Archbishop of Canterbury. He wrote these words: “The church is the only
society in the world whose chief purpose is to serve those who for the most par are not her members.” Ah – and
there’s the challenge. In our consumer oriented country – we have lost sight of the fact that the church is not all
about us. The church’s mission is to reach out, advocate for and serve the “other” in our communities. That is
pretty much the marching orders for all of us who call ourselves disciples of Jesus.
Each chapter of this little book is really designed as a pledge that members make to the church.
ª Chapter 1 – I Will Be A Functioning Church Member. This is your commitment to being an active member of
your church – in your giving and your serving. To be an inactive member is an oxymoron.
ª Chapter 2 – I Will Be A Unifying Church Member. This is your commitment to be a source of unity and not
divisive. It is a call to love unconditionally and to practice forgiveness liberally. We should remember that we
are all imperfect. We all make mistakes. We all sin. We are all hypocrites.
ª Chapter 3 – I Will Not Let My Church Be About My Preferences and Desires. This is your commitment to
servant-hood – always putting others first.
ª Chapter 4 – I Will Pray for My Church Leaders. There is power in prayer. God works through the prayers of
His people.
ª Chapter 5 – I Will Lead My Family to Be Healthy Church Members. Encourage your family in their own faith
journeys. Worship together as a family regularly.
ª Chapter 6 – I Will Treasure Church Membership as a Gift. Membership in a church is not like a country club
membership in which you go and pay just enough to keep your membership current. Rather it is a gift from
God to be treated with joy and eager participation.
I recommend this little book to you – whether you are a longtimer, a newcomer, if you are considering membership
at CLF or if you are struggling with what being a member really means. Talk to me if you would like me to get a
copy for you.
Christ Makes Life Exciting!
Yvonne L. D. Steindal
Outreach Minister

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗ Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
∗ Outdoor Landscaping
∗ Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
∗ Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
∗ Hand Bells
Recent Memorials:
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Shirley Overland from Bob & Cozy Dorton and Jerry & Linde Manlove
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Norman Lee from Evelyn Chard
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Paula Adams from Glenn & Marlene Sellevold for Choir Music
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Paula Adams from Gene & Linda Fennell and Arbutus Winter
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Paula Adams from Karen Schleining, Harold & Ann Snow and Mark &
Bonnie Thompson for the Flooring Fund
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Roy Stender from Jim & Pat Hattervig
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Roy Stender from Mark & Bonnie Thompson for the Flooring Fund

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, April 24th, 11:30 AM in the Fireside Room
HOSTESSES: JoAnn Evans & Joan Eggers
PROGRAM: TBA
At our March meeting Dan Edwards told us about his interesting travels that occurred while he was in the military.
Another happening in March was our annual W/ELCA Auction of Talents. As always the support of the congregation
was greatly appreciated! A special thank you to our auctioneer, Paul Heinert. There were 54 items donated this year
to be auctioned. Paul worked nonstop for an hour and 10 minutes so that all of those items were able to be sold. We
are happy that Paul has a voice left after that! We are so fortunate that Paul is so willing to share his talent each
year! Phil Lewison, Rex Jorgensen and Sara Janson also deserve a big thank you. They worked for that hour and ten
minutes to keep the items to be auctioned moving so that folks could see them and do their bidding. It takes many
people to make this the successful event that it is each year and all are appreciated. 54 items is the most we have
ever had to auction. What an amazing effort from the congregation at CLF! Thanks for your support of W/ECLA and
our missions! The $2,500 that was made at the auction will make it possible to help many folks.
A reminder to the women in our congregation about the W/ELCA Bear Butte Conference Spring Gathering. The
gathering will take place on Saturday, April 22nd at Our Savior’s Lutheran in Hermosa. The theme is “Simple and JoyFilled” - Celebrating Who We are Today. Registration will be from 9—9:30 AM. The W/ELCA at CLF is in charge of
supplying treats to be served during registration. Treats should be at Our Savior’s by 8:30 on the 22nd or they can be
given to Mickey Schlecht before the 22nd. Also, see Mickey about registering for the gathering.
Quilting is held every Tuesday at 9:00 AM. Just a reminder that there is something for every talent. A person does
not need to be a quilter to help with this important outreach program. There is also a fun coffee break held at about
10:00 AM!
Bingo at Custer Senior Care—The first Friday of each month 4-5 people gather to call and help residents enjoy an
hour of Bingo from 2—3 PM. We welcome new people to join us! If you have old jewelry to donate that would fit over
their head, they love that. Any questions, please call Arbutus Winter, 673-5283.
A reminder that the inmates at St Dysmas crochet stocking caps. If you have yarn to contribute to this cause, please
leave it in the office with Donna.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

April—June Mission Project: WEAVE
ª Paper products – tissues, toilet paper
ª Shampoo, soaps, lotions
ª Feminine products
ª Laundry soap
Your donations may be left in the Sewing Room.

Dear CLF,
I want to thank all of you for the prayers, cards and visits during my recent surgery & recovery.

~ Jim Hattervig

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pat — pat_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

MISSING!!
We are missing all but one of
the large (13”) solid serving
spoons. If you have accidently
taken one home, please return
it to the church...they are
needed and greatly missed!!
Thanks!

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Pat: Tuesday & Wednesday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday

Volunteers Needed...
We are in need of volunteers to help with the Nursery and Sound System on Sunday mornings. Both positions involve
one Sunday a month at either the early or late service. The Sound System includes running the PowerPoint and
recording the sermon besides managing the Sound Board. Don’t worry though...we will train you on the sound system!!
If you are interested in helping with these two areas or have questions, please contact the church office.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option
to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING”
link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled
donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At
this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions only, however you can set-up your
own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.

2017 Budget thru February, 2017
2017 Actual

2017 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Thrivent Choice)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Sunday School Offerings
Total Income

$
$
$
$
$
$

53,960.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
53,960.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

(4,373.34)

92.5%

58,333.34

$
$
$
$
$
$

(4,373.34)

92.5%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$
$
$
$
$
$

17,676.80
2,344.46
917.12
6,398.50
30,654.40
57,991.28

$
$
$
$
$
$

18,219.34
1,949.98
1,102.80
6,949.00
29,315.96
57,507.08

$
$
$
$
$
$

(542.54)
394.48
(185.68)
(520.50)
1,338.44
484.20

97.0%
120.2%
83.2%
92.5%
104.6%
100.8%

58,333.34

% of Budget

VOLUME 15, ISSUE 4

God’s Work. Our Hands.

PAGE 7

God’s Work. Our Hands.
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for your
Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work – Our
Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
ª Every month the children will be collecting for our Noisy Offering. These gifts will go to support “God’s Global
Barnyard” and will be collected throughout the school year.
ª Thank you to these folks who drove for SPARK Kids in March: Donna McConnell, Augie Heyne, Phil Lewison,
Gary Roberts and Anita Swanson. Also a BIG shout out of thanks to those who helped to lead and assist with
the children: Pat Hattervig, Denali Rusch, Charlie Sersen and Anita Swanson.
ª Wednesday NightLife family meals during Lent are Soup Suppers. Thank you to the Women of the ELCA
who kicked it off on Ash Wednesday as well as all the individuals who have brought soup and bread over these
last four weeks.
ª We give thanks for all those adult Faith Mentors who have been meeting with our Confirmation Youth every
Wednesday during Lent for a meal, worship and guided conversation. Those folks are: Amy Ashmore, Craig &
Becky Black, Cozy Dorton, Linda Fennell, Dave Hansen, Chuck Hazlett, Corbin Herman, Heather Hiltunen,
Karen Karim, Joey Kortemeyer, Craig Lewis, Camille Riner, Wendi Rusch, Selena Spring, Sue Studt, Nancy
Sueflow, Bonnie Thompson and Casey & Eve Trandem.
ª The RAP Group (High School Youth) and their families continue to work hard splitting and hauling wood on
site in preparation for their journey to Germany for the 500th anniversary celebration of the Reformation. They
also recently visited the local Jewish synagogue in Rapid City and were warmly welcomed.
ª We give thanks for the Women of the ELCA for hosting their annual Auction of Talents. We give thanks for all
who shared their gifts as givers or buyers. All the monies raised go to support the ongoing mission work of the
women.
ª Thank you to Cozy Dorton, Margaret Tretheway, Bob Timperley and Sunny Reeves for helping to plan and
lead worship for the recent gathering of Bear Butte Conference Rostered Ministry Leaders who met at CLF in
March. Also a Big thanks to Paul Horsted for giving a presentation on his photographic work.
ª We give thanks for Linda Fennell who led the March Sunday School Retreat for children – based on the story
of Easter.

CLF’s “Little Free Library”
We have a “Little Free Library” right here at CLF. It sits next to the CLF sign as you enter the church parking lot.
Anyone can use CLF’s Little Free Library. The focus of this Library is Christian books for children and their
parents. The idea is that you can Take A Book and Return A Book.
CLF’s Little Free Library is up and running. It has been restocked with Easter books for children. Please share
this news with your family, friends and neighbors. Show them where it is. Explain its purpose. Encourage its use.
Show them how to use it. Use it yourself. Help us get the word out!
The Little Free Library is open to anyone in the community or anyone who is traveling through Custer.

Aging on the upside...
what: A panel discussion on the many changes we face as we age and information from local professionals to help
make the transition smoother. We will be discussing common health issues, financial adjustments as well as local
resources.
WHEN: Come join us with your questions on Saturday, May 6th from 1:00—2:30 PM at the Custer Senior Center.
Presented by: Custer Lutheran Fellowship Health Ministry Team and professional guest speakers.
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SPARK Kids...
The fun continues with SPARK Kids every Wednesday afternoon after school. Children are picked up at school and
brought to church. We have a fast paced afternoon of learning activities that center around a Bible story. This
includes time for snacks, stories, games, arts & crafts and more. You can see all the fun we are having each week by
keeping updated on CLF’s Facebook page. We post photos every week.
At 5:00 pm SPARK Kids help to set up for our weekly Wednesday NightLife meal. Children and their families are
invited to stay and eat together. Afterwards there is a brief time of worship. We are done by 6:30 PM.
Children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 are invitd to join SPARK Kids. Please contact the Church Office at
673-4691 for the registration materials. There is no cost for children to participate. It’s never too late to join us!

The upcoming Bible story schedule is as follows:
ª April 5 – “A Wild Preacher & Jesus at Wilderness School”
ª April 12 – NO Spark Kids during Holy Week
ª April 19 – “Parables: Fed, Forgiven and Found”
ª April 26 – “Parables: Freed, Praised, Welcomed”

Story Topic – Jesus and John the Baptist
Activity – Shamrock Connections
Activity – Butterfly Connections

Sunday School News...
Sunday School will resume its weekly schedule after Easter. Children are invited to join us on Sunday mornings at
9:40 AM beginning on April 23rd. We will be exploring the same Bible stories that are read on Sunday mornings
during worship. There will be songs, games, arts and crafts. It is a lot of fun!
Adults! Please contact our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal to teach one or more weeks. We will provide
curriculum and materials for you. Just let us know!

It’s My Communion Day!
We are offering a special time of learning about the sacrament of Holy Communion for children in the Fifth Grade and
their parents. This will be a time of learning and celebration for those wishing to receive their First Communion as well
as those who are already receiving Communion. We want to give thanks for this great gift that God has given us.
There will be two learning events for Fifth Graders and their parents. They will be held on Saturday mornings, April
1st AND 8th beginning at 10:00 AM. We will meet in the Fireside Room. We will be using a curriculum entitled “Fed
and Forgiven.” It will be an opportunity to explore the gift of Holy Communion in a fun and interactive way with
children and parents.
We will then mark this faith milestone in worship during Holy Week – on Maundy Thursday, April 13th at the 6:30 PM
service.

Spotlight on Confirmation...

Faith Mentors continue to meet with their Confirmation Youth through Wednesday, April 5th – which is the last week
of Lent. They share a meal together, worship together and have a guided conversation on a specific faith topic.
There is NO Confirmation on Wednesday, April 12th. This is Holy Week. Families are encouraged to worship
together for the important services that week. See schedule elsewhere in this newsletter.
We resume our regular Wednesday NightLife schedule with Confirmation classes on Wednesday, April 19th. On
Wednesday, April 26th the parents of 6th and 7th graders will meet to plan the Confirmation Banquet. The
Confirmation Banquet will be held on Wednesday, May 3rd. After the meal, 8th Graders will present their Faith
Statements at a special Worship Service. In addition, there will be a display of their Faith Boards. The Service of
Confirmation itself will be held on Sunday, May 7th during the 10:30 AM Worship Service.

Camp for Kids...
Children in Kindergarten through Grade 6 are invited to be a part of a day of camp at Outlaw Ranch called –
Elementary Adventure. It happens on Sunday, April 30th from 1:30 to 6:00 PM. It is a fun filled afternoon of games,
worship, singing, crafts, hiking, hayrides, campfire, s’mores and supper. What a great way to get a feel for what
camp is like! Parents are welcome, too. (The cost is $17 for children and $12 for adults.)

Health Ministry
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
Still feels like spring. Now we need some much needed rain. In a message from the head of the Parish Nurses in
SD, the topic of the month is called the “Big Squeeze”. This is a screening form regarding blood pressure and your
risk. I will have these forms with me at my next few BP check on the 3rd Sunday of the month between services.
Stop in! In May our Health Ministry Team will be working on getting the outdoor labyrinth cleaned up and ready to
use. We have information & prayers to help guide you through the labyrinth in a folder by it for those who have
never done this form of prayer. It can be very powerful. We also have scheduled our next panel discussion called
“Aging on the Upside”. See the info in the newsletter. It will be great & hope to see more people attend.
Healthy body, healthy soul...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

Mental Health News...
With the new changes at Rapid City Regional Mental Health Treatment facility that were announced last month,
many people were very upset, including myself. There has been a long struggle to rid the stigma of mental illness.
I felt we had regressed back 20 years. Later there was more info given that there was a critical status at the
hospital when reviewed by the Hospital oversight board. This is very disturbing and necessary training should be
given to the staff at the facility. This week it came out that the hospital, Rapid City Police and Social workers were
uniting to address the growing need for another facility in the area. They are hoping to convert the former North
American University into a facility that will be addressing a number of areas of concern & needed services for
people all in the one building. What a great idea. I want to remind anyone who is dealing with a mental illness that
we have a NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Connection group. This is strictly a Peer to Peer support
group. The meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 6:00-7:00 PM at the back room in the library.
If you have any questions please give me a call. Healthy mind, healthy life...
Mary Klein RN
Parish Nurse

“So, when are we getting a new pastor?” (an update on the “call” process)
(by Kim Canete)
Our Ministry Site Study is complete and the Ministry Site Profile has been submitted. We are now a congregation in
transition and we are accepting names.

If you would like to suggest a pastor that may be interested in our congregation, please share the name with a Call
Committee member and they will send the name up the line. Call Committee members are posted with their photo
on a board in the Narthex.
What else can you do? Pray for our congregation in this interim time. And pray for the person that one day will
step in as our new pastor. And be patient. This process can take six months to two years.

LSS Benefit Dinner

The Lutheran Social Services Benefit Dinner will be held Sunday, April 9th at the Rushmore Plaza Holiday
Inn. A Silent Auction starts at 5:00 PM and the Meal is served at 5:30 PM. Contact Pat Eidsness or Arbutus
Winter for more information. There is a signup sheet posted at the Welcome Center.

Rap Group Easter Breakfast

Easter Sunday, April 16th — Fellowship Hall 7:30 – 9:45 AM
Free Will Offering
to support their upcoming trip to Germany this Spring for the Luther 500 Festival.
Join us and come hungry!
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – March 21, 2017
Treasurer’s Report — Pat reviewed the report in member’s packets. A motion was made to accept Lisa’s report, it was
seconded and carried.
Unfinished Business:
ª Leadership Retreat – 3 Year Goals (participants had 2 votes on what they felt most important)
Active Engaged Full Committees (12 votes)
Spiritual Gifts Inventory Workshop (find your passion) (7 votes)
Be in the Community (4 votes)
Social Media Rocks (3 votes)
Evangelism Task Force (2 votes)
Engage Empty Nesters (1 vote)
ª Memorial List Revision – Lisa will be presenting this at our April meeting.
ª Thrivent Choice – March amount – $301.00 / $301.00. Members discussed the deadline for members to specify
where your 2016 Thrivent Choice dollars go.
ª Flooring Replacement Update – Paul reported that the flooring project is on hold until we have met our next
goal. Flooring Fund – Project Goal – $51,082 / Total given – $22,142.66 / Paid – $8,107.53 / Balance –
$14,035.13
ª 2017 Council Rotation Sign-up Sheet review – Members passed around the sign-up sheet.
ª Call Committee Update – Dave spoke with members about the ministry site study, members discussed. Dave
brought up the recommendation from the Synod that we include the parsonage as a possibility for the incoming
minister on our MSP, members discussed. It was decided that council will recommend the form say, “yes” we
have a parsonage with the comment “it is currently occupied by the Deacon of the congregation.”
ª Website Updating – Dave read Anita’s report, she has updated the website and will continue to update. The
council expressed their thanks to Anita taking leadership and working with office staff on this.
ª Pictorial Directory Update – The photos have gone well, there is a possibility for one more day of picture taking.
The council expressed their thanks to Denny McConnell and Paul Horsted for taking the photographs.
ª Committee Task Force Update – Rex spoke with members about the actions of the task force. He will write an
article for the upcoming newsletter informing and inviting people to participate. The Committee Fair they have
planned will happen after Easter.
ª Evangelism Task Force – Pat met with the task force tonight. Besides Pat, the task force consists of Gary
Williams, Larry Peterson, Anita Swanson, Sherri Timperley, Arley Fadness, Craig Black, and Brenda Poppens.
Pat circulated the postcard that will be mailed out to Custer County households inviting residents to celebrate
Holy Week with CLF.
ª Synod Capital Appeal “Listen God is Calling” Update – Pat spoke with members about this national
campaign. Allen Canete has volunteered to take leadership with this and will show the video and speak with the
congregation about this after Easter.
New Business:
ª Membership changes: Adds by Affirmation of Faith – Della Gissel and Miguel & Elias Martinez; Joyce Hand;
Don, Heather, Morgan, Emma & Peyton Helfer; John & Patricia Heyboer; Jim & Patti Lee; Brenda & Nolan
Patzlaff; Orion, Darla, Sarah (CiCi) & Mya Thompson. We will be welcoming these new members at services on
Sunday and next Wednesday.
ª Attendance/Financial Statistics – Members reviewed and discussed alternative forms of giving (direct deposit
and square).
ª Constitution Review Committee – this is deferred until April.
ª Endowment Committee report – Camille is working on this.
ª Reformation 500 – Yvonne spoke with members about local Reformation 500 celebrations. Thrivent will be
showing the new Luther film which will be made available to members in Rapid. Reformation Day is October 31st.
Members discussed. Yvonne expressed her gratitude for the new reformation banner made and installed in the
Narthex by Kim Canete.
ª Facility/Grounds fix-it and clean-up date/s – Paul spoke with members about evaluating what needs to be
done, and then how the committee will work on those items. There will then be a workday in May. The gutters
are being evaluated so they can be repaired before the new flooring is laid down. Council expressed their
gratitude for Paul’s work.
(continued next page)
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Daily Devotions
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
5 Lent
Saturday, April 1: Psalm 130; Ezekiel 36:8-15; Luke 24:44-53
Sunday, April 2: Psalm 130; Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45
Monday, April 3: Psalm 143; 1 Kings 17:17-24; Acts 20:7-12
Tuesday, April 4: Psalm 143; 2 Kings 4:18-37;Ephesians 2:1-10
Wednesday, April 5: Psalm 143; Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41; Matthew 22:23-33
6 Lent
Thursday, April 6: Psalm 31:9-16; 1 Samuel 16:11-13; Philippians 1:1-11
Friday, April 7: Psalm 31:9-16; Job 13:13-19; Philippians 1:21-30
Saturday, April 8: Psalm 31:9-16; Lamentations 3:55-66; Mark 10:32-34
Sunday, April 9: Psalm 31:9-16; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14—27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54
Monday, April 10: Psalm 36:5-11; Isaiah 42:1-9; Hebrews 9:11-15; John 12:1-11
Tuesday, April 11: Psalm 71:1-14; Isaiah 49:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; John 12:20-36
Wednesday, April 12: Psalm 70; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Hebrews 12:1-3; John 13:21-32
Easter Sunday
Thursday, April 13: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Exodus 12:1-14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Friday, April 14: Psalm 22; Isaiah 52:13—53:12; Hebrew 10:16-25 or Hebrew 4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 18:1—19:42
Saturday, April 15: Romans 6:3-11; John 20:1-18
Sunday, April 16: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Acts 10:34-43; Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43;
Matthew 28:1-10 or John 20:1-18
Monday, April 17: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21; Colossians 3:5-11
Tuesday, April 18: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Exodus 15:1-18; Colossians 3:12-17
Wednesday, April 19: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Joshua 3:1-17; Matthew 28:1-10
2 Easter
Thursday, April 20: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 2:8-15; Colossians 4:2-5
Friday, April 21: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 5:9—6:3; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Saturday, April 22: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 8:6-7; John 20:11-20
Sunday, April 23: Psalm 16; Acts 2:14a, 22-32; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31
Monday, April 24: Psalm 114; Judges 6:36-40; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Tuesday, April 25: Psalm 114; Jonah 1:1-17; 1 Corinthians 15:19-28
Wednesday, April 26: Psalm 114; Jonah 2:1-10; Matthew 12:38-42
3 Easter
Thursday, April 27: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 25:1-5; 1 Peter 1:8b-12
Friday, April 28: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 26:1-4; 1 Peter 1:13-15
Saturday, April 29: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 25:6-9; Luke 14:12-14
Sunday, April 30: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35
Monday, May 1: Psalm 134; Genesis 18:1-14; 1 Peter 1:23-25
Tuesday, May 2: Psalm 134; Proverbs 8:32—9:6; 1 Peter 2:1-3
Wednesday, May 3: Psalm 134; Exodus 24:1-11; John 21:1-14

(continued from previous page)
ª Funeral Financial Expectations for Families – Pat spoke with members about updating our Funeral
Expectations for Families by adding an $50 honorarium for our PA tech., an honorarium for the pastor for $175,
and an honorarium for W/ELCA of $50 to $300 depending on if they are serving coffee or a full luncheon. A
motion was made and carried to accept these changes.
ª Fire Maintenance System – it was reported that the system needs new pressure switch for the jockey pump.
ª Projection System – the repair of the projection unit is predicted to take two more weeks.
Committee & Ministry Team Reports:
ª Youth – Liz Mertz reported on the monthly RAP group activities of wood chopping and their recent visit to the
Black Hills Synagogue. Camille spoke of how welcoming the members of the synagogue were and the deep
gratitude they expressed at the recent letter of support from Bishop Zellmer.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Interim Pastor: Pat Eidsness
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lisa Fluck
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

