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“God’s Workl Our Hands.” Sunday!
Wow! Our Third Annual “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday was really something
extraordinary. As we have done the past two years, CLF participated in this nation-wide
Day of Service in our community. ELCA churches from around the +country were
visible witnesses to the faith as members stepped outside of the church doors and into
the community finding ways to serve our neighbors. A BIG thank you to all who were a
part of this special day! Did we make a difference? Absolutely!
Since “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday fell on 9/11 this year – we wanted to do
something a little different. 9/11 is a sobering day for our country. 2016 marked the 15th
anniversary of this dreadful day that changed us all forever. But amazingly this is also a
day that made us realize the importance – the significance – of first responders that live
and work in communities across our country every day. And so, the combined
Outreach Ministry and Social Ministry Teams worked for many months making plans for
CLF to host a community wide event – a Picnic– for the men and women (and their
families) who serve our community. Invitations were sent out to first responders:
Search & Rescue, Police and Highway Patrol, EMTs, firefighters – city and county. We
wanted to show our thanks and our appreciation to all of those folks for what they do on
a daily basis for all of us.
The event was held both inside and just outside the doors of Custer Lutheran
Fellowship. There was a huge meal of pulled pork BBQ, baked beans, chips and
drinks. Much of this was purchased with gifts from Thrivent grant monies. CLF
members brought a staggering amount of pot-luck food items including salads, sides
and desserts. It was an impressive array of food. There was plenty for the 200+ folks
who came out for this special event.
Confirmation Youth staffed a Face-Painting booth for both children and adults. Children
also enjoyed themselves on the playground equipment. The beautiful weather lent itself
to playing and visiting outside for much of the afternoon.
The Fire Department, Search & Rescue and Sheriff’s Department all brought some of
their vehicles to CLF’s parking lot. We also enjoyed seeing so many folks wearing a
variety of First Responder T-shirts from their departments. Many of our CLF members
wore either blue “Living Generously” Thrivent T-shirts or bright yellow “God’s Work. Our
Hands.” T-shirts. A “Thank You First Responders” banner at the street remained up for
a week. It was a glorious day!
You will want to check out the Custer Lutheran Fellowship Facebook page. We have
posted two separate photo albums that show the wonderful day we had. If you have not
already done so, “Like” the page so you can keep up-to-date on all the happenings at
CLF. Also, we encourage you to share those photos or other posts with your own
Facebook friends – especially if you are friends with First Responders in our community.
This is really a very simple way to share your faith!
We also encourage you to wear your CLF “God’s Work. Our Hands.” T-shirts when you
are out and about in the community serving your neighbors in other ways. (If you need
a t-shirt, let us know. We still have some available. The cost is $7.00.) You can
continue to model the faith in this simple way as well. And, when people ask – you can
tell them all about CLF and invite them to join us in our faith journey. Meanwhile – we
look forward to 2017 and our Fourth Annual “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday!

CLF Happenings
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Getting to Know You...
We have had many newcomers in our midst over the last several months. We would like to invite newcomers to explore
becoming part of the CLF family through membership.
Join us on Sunday, October 9th for our “Get Acquainted” Time between services. Long time members are invited to join
our newcomers at an orientation which will be held in the Library between services. We will be sharing information about
CLF’s many activities and programs.
We are also looking for New Member Mentors. We want each of our Newcomer families to be connected with a specific
current member. The Mentor will help out their New Member get more closely connected to CLF over the next six
months.
We will welcome New Members with a milestone blessing during worship on Sunday, October 23rd. We hope you can
join us for that celebration as well.

THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
Join us on Thursday mornings for our weekly Christian Book Study Group. We meet in the Fireside Room from
9:30 to 11:30 AM. There is always coffee and treats. This is followed by reading aloud interrupted by free-flowing
discussion. We disagree with one another. We challenge one another. We share life stories with another.
We center all this around a particular Christian book that we have chosen. This fall we begin with a favorite author
– Rob Bell. The book is entitled “W HAT W E TALK ABOUT W HEN W E TALK ABOUT GOD.”
“We’ve all had moments when we’ve found ourselves deeply aware of the something more of life, the sense that all
of this might mean something, that it may not be an accident, that it matters. But when people turn to many of the
conventional religious explanations for this reverence, they’re often led to the God who is like Oldsmobiles, the one
who’s back there, behind, unable to keep up. Are there other ways to talk about God?”
Join us for some great conversation. Explore your faith. And discover people who will you call friend.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison

Do you need a good laugh? The October meeting of the 3-H Club will be Sunday, October 9th. Note the
change of date. We will hear about the changes in Lake Wobegon with Pastor Ingvist leaving and the
arrival of Pastor Liz. There will also be some sharing of “live” jokes. We meet from 1:30—2:30.
Everyone is welcome to come for a “Spirit Lift”.

GOD’S GLOBAL BARNYARD...
This school year the focus of our “Noisy Offering” will be the ELCA’s God’s Global Barnyard project.
Your donations will support the animal projects of ELCA World Hunger. All of the animals in God’s
Global Barnyard help families in need around the world. You can learn more about God’s Global
Barnyard at www.elca.org/goodgifts.
The second Sunday of every month which this month is October 9th, we invite you to contribute to our “Noisy Offering”. At the close of the Children’s Message – children will collect your coins, bills and checks and place these
gifts in our special “Noisy Offering” cream can. Your spare change will make a difference! Be a part of it!

What’s Your Name, Again?
The second Sunday of every month – will be designated as Nametag Sunday! A table will be set up with self-stick
nametags and markers. Please stop, pick up a tag, print your name and wear it.
We may think we know everyone – but, the truth is we don’t. Every week we have newcomers among us. This is a
simple way of continuing to be a welcoming community of faith. The next Nametag Sunday will be October 9th!

Thank You…
Dear CLF,
Thank you for all the cards, prayers and memorials for my mother, Esther Lacey, who had a good long life.
God Bless.
~ JoAnn Evans
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care & share...

OCTOBER
Dan & Kari Alfson
These are the monthly Care & Share groups for
John & Diana Carson
October and November. The Coordinators will be
Jim & Nancy Dunston
contacting you to find out which Sunday(s) you are
John & Peggy Evans
available to help. The areas where help is needed
Jim & Pat Hattervig
are: Greeters/Ushers, Readers, Communion
Cindy & Augie Heyne
Servers and Coffee Hosts.
Chad & Michelle Lehman
The October sign-up sheet is already located at
the Welcome Center and the November sheet will be Dennis & Caroline McDonald
available at the Welcome Center around the middle Brad* & Connie McKinney
of October.
Wayne & Nina Nielsen
Bernie & Sharon Quaschnick
Please say yes when called....
Gary & Carol Roberts
your help is greatly appreciated!
Vern & Mickey Schlecht
Thank you for serving the
Matt & Selena Spring
Lord in this important way!!
Casey & Eve Trandem
Li Fjerestad & Gary Williams
* Calling Coordinator
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NOVEMBER
Rudy & Lois Anderson
Frank & Mindy Dooley
Roe & Pat Eidsness
Berni Johnson
Dick & Sharon Jones
Phil & Barb Lewison
Ginny Myers
Paul & Carol Niemann
Dale & Teresa Obenauer
David & E J Reid
Matt & Wendi Rusch
Glen & Marlene Sellevold
Clay & Sue Studt
Mark & Bonnie Thompson
Richard & Marlene Tucker
Rick & Connie Wellington

Please notify Outreach Minister, Yvonne when:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

There is a hospitalization in your family
There is a death in your family
You would like a pastoral visit
There is a birth or adoption
Someone becomes homebound
Someone becomes unemployed
There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy

Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the body
of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
605-593-6165 (cell)
yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
673-4691 (church)

Wednesday NightLife Meals...
This is our weekly schedule for our family style meal on Wednesdays:
² 4:00 PM – Cozy Dorton and Barb Lewison do last minute preparations – which includes filling water pitchers,
making lemonade, setting out food items. They would welcome additional volunteer help!
² 5:00 PM – SPARK Kids sets all the tables with salt & pepper, water glasses and a pitcher of water.
² 5:15 PM – A spoken grace is shared before we eat. The meal schedule is:
1st Wednesday of the month – Lynn’s DakotaMart Chicken & Family Potluck (Every family is invited to bring
something to share!)
2nd Wednesday of the month – Meal prepared by Craig Lewis. Craig makes every effort to provide
gluten-free options on the Wednesdays he cooks. Please let him know if you have other health related
dietary issues.
3rd Wednesday of the month – Meal prepared by Donna McConnell and Mickey Schlecht. This is a temporary
volunteer effort. We will need other volunteers to come forward to prepare a meal once a month.
4th Wednesday of the month – Meal prepared by Craig Lewis
5th Wednesday of the month – Pizza Hut or Subway
² 5:45 PM – Grace is sung and Announcements are made. Confirmation families who are assigned Clean-Up for
that night can begin their work.
² 6:00 PM – Bell is rung for Worship!
Please note that we have increased the suggested donation for meals to $5.00 per individual OR $12.00 per family. It is
important that everyone contribute towards the cost of these meals. We need to break even on the cost of the meals and
that is not happening.

Thoughts From Yvonne!
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The Rock.
We celebrated Les McClanahan’s life at his funeral in September. It quickly became clear that Les’ life was grounded
in a rock solid foundation of faith, family and friends. It was profoundly moving for me to listen to the words of his
daughter as she gave witness to that fact in a beautiful meditation which she shared with us.
She was on a retreat when she learned of her father’s death. The guided meditation for that evening was to build a
cairn. A cairn is as mound of stones built as a landmark or monument in memory of someone. And so, of course, she
built one to honor her dad. These are her words describing the symbolic meanings of the cairn she built:
Granite, the base of the cairn, is strength, abundance and balance.
Mica stands for clarity, vision, energy, and purpose.
Moss symbolizes many traits, including patience, the passage of time, humility, healing, intimacy,
connection, integration, and tranquility.
Rose quartz, the beacon atop this cairn, is a beam of unconditional love, compassion, peace, tenderness,
comfort, the capacity to give and receive, inspiration for artists, musicians, and writers, nurturing calm in
times of crisis.
There are four rocks in this particular cairn. The symbolic meaning of number Four deals with stability and invokes the
grounded nature of all things. Consider the four seasons, four directions, four elements – all these amazingly powerful
essences wrapped up in the nice square package of Four. Four is about persistence and endurance. Some in ancient
Greece believed the number four, the Tetrad, was a perfect number and symbolized God. Four represents our roots,
our center, solidity, calmness, and home.
It is not possible to live in the Black Hills without recognizing that we have a connection to rocks. The rocky spires of
the Needles, the massive rocks of Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse are all a testament to that. Rocks – of all forms –
are part of creation. Rocks are featured often in the Biblical story. They are used for building up and tearing down.
They are part of miracles and the resurrection story. They are everywhere….
“The Lord is my rock…my God, my rock in whom I take refuge….” (Psalm 18:2)
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on
rock.” (Matthew 7:24)
“… you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church….” (Matthew 16:18)
“Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” (John 8:9)
“This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.”Acts 4:11)
These images of our Lord as The Rock is foundational to our understanding of the faith. The Rock in scripture is
identified with shelter and refuge, strength, security, the foundation of an altar to God, the place of sacrifice to God, a
stumbling block to the stubborn and disobedient, life-giving water, the source of life and existence, salvation, the
divine, Yahweh and Christ himself. Those symbolic meanings that Les’ daughter ascribed to the rocks in the
building of her cairn – are central to our understanding of our own relationship with God.
We live in the midst of rocks here in the Black Hills. This is a good reminder of God’s stronghold in our own lives as
we seek to navigate those stones that cause us to stumble on our own faith journeys. God promises to be The Rock –
to lead and guide us home.
Christ Makes Life Exciting!
Yvonne L.D. Steindal, Outreach Minister

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗ Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
∗ Outdoor Landscaping
∗ Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
∗ Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
∗ Hand Bells
Recent Memorials:
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Esther Lacey from Marion Bangsund and Mark & Bonnie Thompson
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Les McClanahan from Marion Bangsund, JoAnn Evans, Gene & Linda
Fennell, Jim & Pat Hattervig, Chuck & Kaona Hazlett, Eldon & Gail Knudson, Don & Karen Kraus, Paul & Karen
Larson, John & Rae Mooney, Karen Schleining, Mark & Bonnie Thompson and Bill & Margaret Tretheway

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, October 24th, 11:30 AM in the Fireside Room
HOSTESSES: EJ Reid & Pat Hattervig
PROGRAM: EJ Reid will talk about working with Inuits (Eskimos) in the Northwest Territory
Our trip to the Children’s Home in September was a huge success. We asked lots of questions and got good answers. It
was interesting to learn how 52 children are taken care of and the challenge of providing for each of their individual
needs. Each child takes a quilt with him/her when they leave. We took 20 quilts the day that we visited and will be
happy to provide more.
The W/ELCA Craft & Goodie Sale will take place between services on Sunday, November 20th. We will be making
lefse on Saturday, November 19th at 1:00 PM in the church kitchen. The lefse will be sold at the sale on the 20th. Just
a reminder that all are welcome to come to make lefse and all are welcome to contribute other items to the sale. The
congregation’s support of the fund raiser is always appreciated! We are able to support many local missions thanks to
each of you.
There will be a multicultural tea at Woyatan on Saturday, October 29th at 2:00 PM. An invitation has been extended
to all of the women at CLF.
W/ELCA will be in charge of providing items for the Back Pack Program at Custer Elementary the last week of
November, the first two weeks in December and then first week in January.
A reminder that quilting takes place each Tuesday at 9:00 AM in the Narthex. Fun and fellowship are a large part of
those mornings.
NOTE: Campbell’s has discontinued the ‘Labels for Education’ program due to dwindling participation. But, please
continue to save your ‘Boxtops for Education’ and place them in the appropriate can in the Fellowship Hall.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

October—December Mission Project: The Storehouse
] Canned food – meats, vegetables, fruits, soups
] Spaghetti, pasta & sauce
] Cereals
] Instant Potatoes
] Stuffing Mix
] Cake Mixes/Tubs of Frosting
] Sugar, Flour
] Peanut butter
] Soaps – laundry, dish, body
] Macaroni & Cheese
] Paper towels & toilet tissue
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

From the Church Office

PAGE 6

Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday

CROSSROADS

Effective September 2nd...
The church office will no longer be open on
Fridays. The answering machine will be
checked daily though. If you need immediate
assistance, please call Outreach Minister
Yvonne Steindal at 605-593-6165.

CLF Fireside/Library...

Fridays, October 14th, 21st and 28th from 10 AM to
Noon. Library work sessions, prayer and
fellowship. Please use the brown side door to
church. Coffee provided!

Volunteers Needed...
We are in need of volunteers to help with the Nursery and Sound System on Sunday mornings. Both positions
involve one Sunday a month at either the early or late service. The Sound System includes running the
PowerPoint and recording the sermon besides managing the Sound Board. Don’t worry though...we will train you!!
If you are interested in helping with these two areas or have questions, please contact the church office.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the
option to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the
“ONLINE GIVING” link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up
regularly scheduled donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by
following the instructions. At this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions
only, however you can set-up your own login/password and make changes with your
giving at any time.

2016 Budget thru August, 2016
2016 Actual

2016 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Thrivent Choice)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Youth House Building Sale
Elementary Ministry Support
J Olson Trust
Custer Highlands Property Sale
Total Income

$ 241,709.30
$
2,663.00
$
1,001.47
$
200.00
$
0.00
$
3,675.00
$
2,021.22
$ 11,509.60
$ 262,779.59

$ 250,000.00
$
$
1,133.34
$
$
8,635.45
$
3,675.00
$
4,042.43
$
$ 267,486.22

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 119,625.53
$
6,380.56
$
4,277.71
$ 26,852.30
$ 108,522.02
$ 265,658.12

$ 119,159.34
$
7,482.72
$
3,477.80
$
25,983.00
$ 118,954.04
$ 275,011.90

$
$
$
$
$
$

% of Budget

(8,290.70)

96.7%

(131.87)

88.4%

(8,635.45)
(1,837.50)
(2,021.21)

0.0%
100.0%
50.0%

(4,706.63)

98.2%

466.19
(1,102.16)
799.91
914.30
(10,432.02)
(9,353.78)

100.4%
85.3%
123.0%
103.5%
91.2%
96.6%
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God’s Work. Our Hands.
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for your
Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work – Our
Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
ª The Women of the ELCA current mission project goes towards the support of School Kits for Lutheran World
Relief, Pine Ridge and children in Custer. Thank you to all who contributed.
ª Our Noisy Offering - “Coins for Colombia” – concluded in September. Thank you for your gifts that will go to
support scholarships for children to go to school. Beginning in October the Noisy Offering will go support
“God’s Global Barnyard”.
ª SPARK Kids as well as youth and adults attending our first Wednesday NightLife in September – made
thank-you cards which were distributed to First Responders on “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday.
ª Confirmation youth staffed a Face-Painting booth at “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday. It was great fun to see
so many children and adults enjoy this!
ª We had many hands that assisted with our Third Annual “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday. There were many
months of planning efforts by the Outreach Ministry and Social Ministry Teams. This would not be possible
without their combined efforts. Many thanks to Thrivent for their financial gifts received through Bonnie
Thompson and Ginny Myers which made it possible to purchase the chips, beans and paper products. Karen
Schleining and Janet Twedt did a phenomenal amount of behind the scenes work on this project. We were
also blessed by Jay Steele who – when he heard what we were doing for the community - prepared the pulled
pork for CLF as a gift. Thank you also to all of you who contributed your favorite pot-luck items for the picnic.
ª SPARK Kids is once again underway. Thank you to these folks who drove in September: Donna McConnell,
Brad McKinney, Bill Nichol, Gary Roberts and Anita Swanson. Also a BIG thanks to those who lead and assist
with the children: Linda Markegard, Denali Rusch, Christy Schmahl and Anita Swanson.
ª Wednesday NightLife has already kicked off another successful school year. We give thanks to those who
have been helping with meals – SPARK Kids, Cozy Dorton and Barb Lewison, Craig Lewis, Donna McConnell
and Mickey Schlecht.
ª Sunday School children packaged and labeled Ziploc bags of laundry detergent which will be given to people
in need.
ª Once again, Jean Witt has been the key to another successful year of the Dakota Smiles Dental Program.
Through a generous gift from Erv & DeMaris Nesheim, this program provides children in need with free dental
care.

“SO, WHEN ARE WE GETTING A NEW PASTOR?” (AN UPDATE ON THE “CALL” PROCESS)...
The Council is moving slowly and surely ahead in providing for pastoral ministry at CLF. At its September meeting
– lengthy discussion was held on finding an “Interim” as well as establishing a Call Committee.
The purpose of an “Interim” is not simply to keep CLF in a holding pattern until we have new staff in place. Rather
it is to help CLF continue to move forward in ministry and mission with strength and passion. The South Dakota
Synod provided us with a listing of approved “Interim” candidates. All of those folks were contacted by phone or
e-mail even though most of the names were East River. In addition, several other names surfaced which were not
on the original synodical listing. The Synod was contacted for approval of these names.
Out of all these names – three persons have surfaced as possible candidates for a Part-Time “Interim” at CLF. A
job description for a Part-Time “Interim” has been developed as well as possible interview questions. It is the
intention of the Council over the next month to interview these candidates and hear them preach – before making a
final decision. The hope is to have our Part-Time “Interim” in place by December.
The Council surfaced the names of possible CLF members to invite to serve on the Call Committee. They are now
in the prayerful process of selecting a group of 8 to 12 persons who represent the rich variety of CLF members – in
terms of ages as well as length of membership and involvement at CLF. It is hoped that this work will be completed
at the Council’s October meeting.
Please continue to hold your Church Council as well as the CLF Staff in prayer as we all make these transitions.
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SPARK Kids...
Our Third Year of SPARK Kids has gotten off to a great start! We already have 24 children in Kindergarten through
Grade 5 registered! Every Wednesday afternoon children are picked up at school and transported to church. Our
hour together goes fast! We have a wide variety of learning activities including snacks, Bible stories, games, arts and
crafts and more. Our most important rule is to Have Fun!
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:15 PM. Then children and their families are invited to join us for a
meal followed by worship. We are done by 6:30 PM. Our fall worship will focus on the Bible stories and “Manna and
Mercy” themes the children are learning about that day.
There is NO cost for this program. Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors. All are welcome. All children need
to be registered by their parents in order to participate. Those materials are available through the church office. It is
never too late to register a child!
The themes and Bible stories for the month of September are as follows:
ª October 5 – “Through Journey God Births a Partner People” – Genesis 12, Hosea 11:1-4, Micah 4:1-4,
Isaiah 11:6-10
ª October 12 – “Covenant Partnership and Promises” – Genesis 12, Hosea 11:1-4, Micah 4:1-4, Isaiah 11:6-10
ª October 19 – “Big Deals in Egypt” – Exodus 1-15
ª October 26 – “The Wilderness School Part 1” – Exodus 16

Sunday School...
Sunday School for children – Pre-School thru Grade Five is held on Sunday mornings. We gather at 9:40 AM in the
Upper Fellowship Hall. All are welcome!
We are using the “Feasting on the Word” lectionary based curriculum. This means that the Bible readings that are
used in worship on that Sunday morning will be the basis for the lessons that the children will be learning during
Sunday School. This provides a great opportunity for parents to be able to talk to their children about these Bible
stories.
² October 2 – “Role Models” – 2 Timothy 1:1-14
² October 9 – “The Strength of Jesus” – 2 Timothy 2:8-15
² October 16 – “Be Persistent” – Luke 18:1-8
² October 23 – “Show Mercy” – Luke 18:9-14
² October 30 – “Come Down!” – Luke 19:1-10
We continue to be in need of adult volunteers who would be willing to teach a segment of Sunday School – a two,
three or four week commitment. Please contact our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal immediately to help. A
multitude of adults sharing their faith with children is what it takes to instill the faith in the next generation. It is the
single most important ministry we do! This need is URGENT. Please note that without adult volunteers stepping
forward we will not be able to hold Sunday School for our children.

Spotlight on Confirmation...
We have already begun a great new year of Confirmation for our Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade Youth! Sixth and
Seventh Grade Youth are together in one group. (There are 14 of them! Wow.) They have begun a study of the Old
Testament using the re:form Ancestors curriculum. Each week focuses on a different Biblical character. Yvonne
Steindal, Outreach Minister – is teaching this group. Eighth Grade Youth have begun a study of various Lutheran
Living topics using the coLABorate curriculum. Catherine Harding is teaching this group.
The first Faith Mentor Night will be held on Wednesday, October 19th. Instead of the regular scheduled group time,
Confirmation Youth and their adult Faith Mentors will gather together after that evening’s worship. This will be a
Servant Event. We will be preparing packages to mail to College students.
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Health Ministry
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
Well I guess Autumn is here, I was hoping to put it off a bit longer. With it comes transition.
The leaves are turning golden, time to check the furnace, get out the warm weather clothes,
go back to 2 Sunday services & we resumed our Health Ministry Team meetings. We had
our first meeting and the discussion was on topics for education this year. We came up with
a number of topics, some controversial, some in line with the time and some lively discussion. If you have a topic
you would like covered, let us know. We will let you know what we will begin our year with after our next meeting.
We continue with Blood Pressure checks and encourage that you stop by and get checked on a regular basis. I
continue bringing communion to the shut ins. If you, or someone you know would like this please let me or the
church know. I have found this ministry one of my favorites as I get to visit & get to know people better. If you have
a chronic illness and would like a visit so I can keep tabs on how your health is, please let me know.
Healthy Body, Healthy Spirit...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Mental Health News...
I am all too familiar with Mental health and mental illness. I have a brother with PTSD, another with an
obsessive-compulsive disorder, a daughter with history of depression and suicide, a granddaughter with anxiety
issues and my own battle with severe depression that I lived with for many years. After many trials I was finally
helped with a combination of medications. I have done well for a number of years but I can tell you that for many
years I could not see an end to the pain & suffering not only for myself but my family. There is help, there is hope.
Not only medication and treatments & therapy, I also received help through meeting with others to share, receive
encouragement and to encourage others. This is NAMI. We will meet the 3rd Wednesday of each month from
6:00—7:00 PM at the meeting room in the back of the library. There is no required fee and everything remains
confidential. You are not alone. Healthy Mind, healthy life...
Mary Klein RN,
Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

Thank You…
Dear CLF,
It has been over a year since my husband, Tom Kessenich, passed away. At the time I did not thank you with
proper words through cards, telephone calls or through the newsletter. For all of this I do apologize. I am
now thanking you for the cards, monetary memorials, the many acts of kindness that you have bestowed upon
me since that time, and especially for all the comfort you have shown me in so many ways. Thanks again and
God Bless each of you. Sincerely,
~ Carol Torgerson (Kessenich)
Dear Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
We are deeply grateful for the hospitality your congregation showed towards our group of young people and adult
leaders when we stayed in your facility this summer on our way home from serving in Colorado Springs.
The welcome we received was wonderful and the space you shared with us was greatly appreciated after a long
week of work.
Our group had a fantastic experience on our trip, and much of this was due to the people we encountered on the
journey. Please pass on our gratitude to your congregation and a special thanks to Yvonne for being so helpful!
Thank you for welcoming us, and for letting God’s Spirit work through all of you.
Please let us know if we can ever return the favor!
Blessings,
Elizabeth Pedersen
Director of High School Ministry
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – September 20, 2016
Treasurer’s Report — Members reviewed the report in member’s packets.
Unfinished Business:
² Memorial List – no updates.
² Thrivent Choice – September amount – $0.00 / $2,663
² Carpet Committee Update – Paul Larson reviewed quotes from the vendors. He reported that the committee
has made selections for flooring. Members discussed. Yvonne made a motion that we accept the bid of Black
Hills Interiors for $51,000 to cover the Sanctuary, restrooms, Fellowship Hall, hallways, kitchen, Fireside Room
and Narthex. The project will be done in stages pending funding. The motion was seconded and carried. Paul
will notify Black Hills Interiors and write up a report for the newsletter.
² Pulpit Supply Update – Yvonne has added one more preacher to the pulpit supply list for November 20th,
Rachel Nelson.
² Outreach Minister Interim Job Description – VP Snow reported that they met and discussed the job
description but will need to meet again once Dave Thom returns to finalize.
² Fall Stewardship Drive & Synod Capital Appeal – Yvonne reviewed the Stewardship Campaign and asked
for volunteers to speak at temple talks during the Stewardship Drive. Members discussed.
² Interim Pastor – Brad has been researching and contacting prospective interim pastors from the Synod list to
see if they are available. He spoke with members about his experience. Two candidates have sent in
resumes. Members discussed. Yvonne will contact Donna to get Tom’s job description so we can develop a
part time description for the interim pastor to use as we interview the candidates. Harold, Camille and Yvonne
will meet to develop an interim job description. Yvonne, Brad, Harold and Camille and possibly Dave Thom will
be on the interviewing committee. Interviews will occur and a recommendation will be made to Council at the
next council meeting.
² Call Committee – Develop Names - Yvonne conducted a brainstorming session on prospective names to
serve on the call committee. We will revisit this at our next meeting.
New Business:
² Membership changes: None – Yvonne requested that Council attend the New Member Get Acquainted on
October 9th.
² Attendance/Financial Statistics – Members reviewed the report.
² Sunday School Checking Account - Members discussed some administrative details with the checking
account for Sunday School. Members discussed. Yvonne made a motion that we close the account and ask
Donna to keep track of the noisy offerings Sunday School offerings. The motion was made and carried.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns:
² W/ELCA – The group is going to visit the Children’s Home on Monday.
² Social Ministry and Outreach – The team met tonight and reviewed the “God’s Work. Our Hands” event.
² Worship & Music – Music has been planned out through December.
² Property - The committee is still being formed under Paul Larson’s leadership. Any members interested in
serving should contact him.
² Youth – The RAP group met on Sunday to plan the years activities and discuss their May 2017 trip to
Germany. The families are working hard on the selling of firewood as a fundraiser and discussed the fall
schedule for hauling/splitting/chunking wood as well as other possible fundraisers.

It’s time...time for new flooring...
Over the past few months Bonnie Thompson, Linda Markegard, Augie Heyne and Paul Larson have been
researching much needed re-flooring options for CLF. Four different suppliers have given their input. At their
meeting on September 20th the Church Council voted to accept the bid from Black Hills Interiors.
When complete, the project will have re-carpeted with carpet tiles in the Sanctuary, Narthex, Family Room, Fireside
Room and Vestibule. Vinyl plank (Karndean) will have been installed in the Fellowship Hall, Kitchen, and Bathrooms
as well as in the hallway leading to the education wing.
We can do the project in stages. The total bid is $51,082. Our likely installation priority will be: 1) Narthex and
Vestibule, 2) Fellowship Hall, Kitchen, Bathrooms and 3) Sanctuary and Fireside Room. We will not proceed until
sufficient funds are on hand for each section. Black Hills Interiors will complete the installation but we will need
volunteers to move furniture as well as other tasks.
We welcome your special gifts (above and beyond your regular giving) to this project. Please drop off those gifts in
the offering plate or to the church office – indicating that your gift is designated for the new flooring. Thank You!
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Daily Devotions
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Pentecost 20:
Saturday, October 1: Psalm 37:1-9; Isaiah 7:1-9; Matthew 20:29-34
Sunday, October 2: Psalm 37:1-9; Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10
Monday, October 3: Psalm 3; Habakkuk 1:5-17; James 1:2-11
Tuesday, October 4: Psalm 3; Habakkuk 2:5-11; 1 John 5:1-5, 13-21
Wednesday, October 5: Psalm 3; Habakkuk 2:12-20; Mark 11:12-14, 20-24
Pentecost 21:
Thursday, October 6: Psalm 111; Leviticus 14:33-53; 2 Timothy 1:13-18
Friday, October 7: Psalm 111; Numbers 4:34—5:4; 2 Timothy 2:1-7
Saturday, October 8: Psalm 111; Numbers 12:1-15; Luke 5:12-16
Sunday, October 9: Psalm 111; 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c;2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19
Monday, October 10: Psalm 61; 2 Kings 5:15-19a; Acts 26:24-29
Tuesday, October 11: Psalm 61; 2 Kings 5:19b-27; Ephesians 6:10-20
Wednesday, October 12: Psalm 61; 2 Kings 15:1-7; Matthew 10:5-15
Pentecost 22:
Thursday, October 13: Psalm 121; Isaiah 54:11-17; Acts 17:22-34
Friday, October 14: Psalm 121; Genesis 31:43—32:2; 2 Timothy 2:14-26
Saturday, October 15: Psalm 121; Genesis 32:3-21; Mark 10:46-52
Sunday, October 16: Psalm 121; Genesis 32:22-31; 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5; Luke 18:1-8
Monday, October 17: Psalm 57; 1 Samuel 25:2-22; 1 Corinthians 6:1-11
Tuesday, October 18: Psalm 57; 1 Samuel 25:23-35; James 5:7-12
Wednesday, October 19: Psalm 57; 1 Samuel 25:36-42; Luke 22:39-46
Pentecost 23:
Thursday, October 20: Psalm 84:1-7; Jeremiah 9:1-16; 2 Timothy 3:1-9
Friday, October 21: Psalm 84:1-7; Jeremiah 9:17-26; 2 Timothy 3:10-15
Saturday, October 22: Psalm 84:1-7; Jeremiah 14:1-6; Luke 1:46-55
Sunday, October 23: Psalm 84:1-7; Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14
Monday, October 24: Psalm 84:8-12; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; 1 Peter 4:12-19
Tuesday, October 25: Psalm 84:8-12; Daniel 5:1-12; 1 Peter 5:1-11
Wednesday, October 26: Psalm 84:8-12; Daniel 5:13-31; Matthew 21:28-32
Pentecost 24:
Thursday, October 27: Psalm 32:1-7; Proverbs 15:8-11, 24-33; 2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Friday, October 28: Psalm 32:1-7; Job 22:21—23:17; 2 Peter 1:1-11
Saturday, October 29: Psalm 32:1-7; Isaiah 1:1-9; John 8:39-47
Sunday, October 30: Psalm 46; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36
Monday, October 31: Psalm 50; Nehemiah 13:1-3, 23-31; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13
Tuesday, November 1: Psalm 50; Zechariah 7:1-14; Jude 5:21
Wednesday, November 2: Psalm 50; Amos 5:12-24; Luke 19:11-27

Third Grade Bible Milestone...
CLF wants to help parents go deeper in the faith with their children. One way we do that is to gift a Bible to children
with the Bible we use for Children’s Ministry programs here at CLF.
We invite parents and their Third Grade child to attend a two session Bible learning event. These will be held on
Sunday mornings, October 16th and 23rd. We will meet in the DownUnder between services (during Sunday
School time) on those days. This will be a fun time of learning about the Bible and ways to use it at home.
Then on Sunday morning, October 30th at the 10:30 AM worship service, parents will actually place these new
Spark Bibles into the hands of their children. There will be a time of blessing for this important faith milestone in
the lives of our Third Graders.
Please be in contact with our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal to let us know that your family will be a part of
this. You can call or text her at 605-593-6165 OR email her at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net. We can’t wait to share this
special time with your family!
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor:
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lisa Fluck
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

