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The Music Group Tangled Blue to help CLF
celebrate 50th Anniversary...
On Sunday, July 26, the musical group, Tangled Blue will help lead music at the
CLF 50th Anniversary worship service at 9:30 AM. The liturgy that day will be
the Chicago Folk mass, a liturgical setting that was very popular at CLF during
the 1980’s with a number of musicians being reunited to help lead the music,
including Chuck Hazlett as liturgist and
a full band led by Margaret Tretheway.
Tangled Blue will also be helping to
lead worship at the Quest/Excel girls
program at Star Academy. For many
years, members of CLF have worshiped
with the girls and are excited that Joel &
Aimée Pakan will be part of their
worship experience.
Tangled Blue began in the winter of
1995 when the duo first met, but they didn’t realize it until five years later. In the
summer of 2000, Aimée (vocals, percussion) and Joel (vocals, guitar) performed
together for the first time. In September of 2001 Aimée and Joel were married
and would soon start performing together as Tangled Blue. Their first recording
was completed in early 2003. Recorded at a farm house in Menomonie,
Wisconsin, it is a caffeinated folk-rock blend of songs that have shown their
durability as the duo traveled with them over 500,000 miles of U.S. highways. In
2005 Aimée and Joel relocated to Texas and in early 2007 left for an extended
tour that has taken them from Texas to Hawaii to Florida to the Dakotas and
everywhere in between. With a new residence in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
Tangled Blue completed a recording based on the season of Advent in 2008 and
a Christmas recording in 2011.
For more information about Tangled Blue please look at www.tangledblue.com.

Back into Use Again...
Once again we have a functioning church bell! Thank you to Dave Hansen, Josh Fish, and
Augie Heyne for their work installing the new “old” bell by the front entrance. About thirty
years ago this bell was donated and was placed at the church entrance. Later it was
incorporated in the church sign, and now it will be leading us into worship again on each
Sunday.

Wednesday Fun with Worship in the Woods...
The July Wednesday NightLife barbeque and outdoor worship service will be held at 5:30 on July 8th in the outdoor
worship area behind the church. There was a very positive response to the June outdoor worship experience with
about fifty people gathering to eat, sing, and worship. Please mark your calendar for this event. The meat will be
provided. Please bring a dish to share at this potluck meal. In case of rain, we will move the event indoor.
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The Men’s Breakfast/Book Study ...
will just be the “Men’s Book Study” for the summer months. For June, July and August, breakfast will NOT be
served. The monthly men’s book study will continue reading & discussing the book, We Make the Road By
Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation by Brian McLaren. Pastor Tom
is leading this study. The July discussion is on Saturday, July 11th at 8:30 AM in the Fireside Room. If you
are a newcomer to the congregation, consider visiting this group. The discussion will be lively, and friendships will
be made and strengthened. Even if you haven’t been part of the study so far, you are welcome to join in mid-book.
The McLaren book is described as “having everything you need to explore what a difference an honest, living,
growing faith can make in our world today” (from the summary on the front flap of the book).
You can read a summary of the book and purchase it at www.amazon.com.

“NOISY OFFERING” TO CONTINUE DURING SUMMER...
Bring your Coins for Colombia — Our Noisy Offering during the summer months will be going to the
LIZWAN scholarship program in Colombia. LIZWAN provides scholarships for students throughout all
levels of education, support social development programs (ex. teaching skills, providing meals, etc), and
provide training opportunities for leaders in the church.
The noisy offering will continue to take place on the second Sunday of each month, July 12th and August 9th and at
the Wednesday night outdoor worship services on July 8th and August 12th.

Our Second Annual “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday!
Once again, CLF will be participating in a nation-wide emphasis on service in our community.
ELCA churches from around the country will be a visible witness of the faith on Sunday,
September 13th as members step outside of the church doors and into the community finding
ways to serve our neighbor.
The Outreach and Social Ministry Teams are already hard at work making plans for the day’s
events. Our schedule will be as follows:
9:30 AM – We GATHER for Worship.
10:00 AM – Instructions for the Day. Make-Your-Own Sack Lunch.
11:00 AM – Service Projects in the Community & at CLF. Possibilities include:
• Clean-Up at Way Park, Mickelson Trail and ditches alongside the road
• Trip to Local Nursing Home to visit with pets and sing
• Care Packages for CLF college students, Outlaw Ranch students & those in Military
• Quilting
1:00 PM – Return to CLF and GATHER for Worship.
1:30 PM – Make-Your-Own Ice Cream Sundae Bar and Special Program with “Fabulous” Prizes!
What can you do NOW to get ready for this special event this fall?! First – buy and pre-pay for a special “Gods
Work. Our Hands.” T-Shirt. These bright yellow shirts say what we are doing and who we are. It is a great shirt to
wear throughout the year as we serve our neighbor. You will be able to see a sample of such a shirt and order
one at the Welcome Center beginning in June.
Secondly – begin thinking now of who you could invite to this special day. This day is also the celebration of
Grandparents Day! What a gift it would be for grandparents to invite their grandchildren to work alongside them
on this day. Or – grandchildren to invite their grandparents! Bring a friend – a neighbor – a coworker. The day is
fun, high energy and what a way to invite someone to church!
Thirdly – we can use your Help! There is much to do to get ready for this BIG event. There will be much to do on
that day as well. We need persons to coordinate each aspect of the day’s schedule of activities. Beginning in
June there will be an opportunity to sign up for the area you are interested in working with so we can get an idea
of what to expect and what we need. So – look for that as well!
You will be hearing much more about “God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday as we get closer to the date. But, please
mark your family calendars NOW with this important event!
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How Do We Connect?
I am a big believer in the importance of Networking. Contrary to popular belief, Networking is not a new concept.
People have been seeking out Networks for generations. Jesus built His own Network – a group of twelve men,
His closest followers and friends – the disciples. After His death and resurrection, it was that Network of followers
that was commissioned to go out, preach the good news and make more disciples.
The New Testament contains a large series of Network materials called the Epistles – or Letters. The Apostle Paul
was a big proponent of Networking. He went on several missionary journeys and started new churches in many
places. After his initial time of preaching, teaching and organizing – Paul would place someone in charge of that
ministry and then he would move on to the next place. But he kept Networking with those ministries through the
social media of that time – letters. In this way people felt connected to one another and to Paul. Through this
Networking they recognized they were part of a larger community.
We do it differently today in contemporary society, yet the yearning for connection and community is the same.
The church is often behind the times when it comes to new models of Networking. We are loathe to make a
change. Perhaps we fear the change and how it will change us. In a world where the pace of the life continues to
quicken, we cannot afford to move slowly. It is imperative that we use today’s Networks to share the good news!
When I began my ministry, more than 30 years ago – we were on the tail end of the era of using mimeograph
machines. Early ones when I created fliers, “cut and paste” literally meant I had to find a symbol, cut it out and
paste it on to the flier before I could Xerox it. The phone was fastened to a cord on the wall. If I got lost I would
have to stop and call from a phone booth. I studied maps and charted out routes before I traveled anywhere. I do
none of these things anymore. It would be ineffective and downright impossible for me to do so!
I carry a cell phone everywhere, yet I rarely phone folks anymore. I am more apt to text them. The fact is that
people respond to text messages long before they would answer a phone call. E-mail is only somewhat effective
now. I keep in touch with friends and family around the world largely through Facebook. I use the internet for
everything. I am hooked up to Skype so that I can keep in touch with sister and literally “see” my niece grow up in
California. I don’t do any driving anymore without entering an address into my GPS. I use an e-reader when I
travel. I have a Twitter account and I am also on Pinterest. All of this is in the name of keeping current with
Networking systems of today.
There will be something different in the future. I am sure of it. I don’t do my ministry – stay connected with people
– in the same way that I did even five years ago. And, five years into the future, I am confident it will be different
again.
I often wonder if Jesus came to earth today to live among us – in what ways would He Network with His people.
More than 2,000 years ago, He used the social Networks that were common to His day. There is every reason to
think that in the present day He would use the social media Networks that are in contemporary use. God calls us
to create connections and community in new and different ways. It’s a good thing ….
Christ Makes Life Exciting!
Yvonne

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
Outdoor Landscaping
Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Hand Bells

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:
WHEN: Monday, August 24th — 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: Potluck—please bring a dish to pass!
PROGRAM: TBA
At our meeting in May, we had voted to give $500 to the YMCA for scholarships. We also decided to give $150 to
St Dysmas. In June, we voted to give $200 to WEAVE, $100 to The Storehouse, $100 to Operation Black Hills
Cabin and $160 to the RAP Group to help with expenses for the National Youth Gathering in Detroit. We also will
send $200 to the Family Connection. The Family Connection houses folks who go to visit prisoners at the state
penitentiary in Sioux Falls.
We also finished planning the ice cream social that will be held at CLF after the Gold Discovery Days Parade on
Saturday, July 25th.
We discussed traveling to Spearfish for our meeting in September. The purpose of that trip will be to visit
Canyon Hills. Canyon Hills is a Lutheran Social Services facility that houses troubled youth. We will learn more
about the facility and share information in the October or November newsletter.
We will meet on Monday, August 24th at 9:00 AM to get things organized to begin quilting in September. Our
monthly meeting will follow at 11:30 AM.
We still need small stuffed animals to use as prizes at our monthly Bingo games at Regional Senior Care. If you
have any small, clean stuffed animals that we could use, please leave them in the quilting room labeled for Bingo.
Thanks in advance for your help with this very worthwhile project.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs
of interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

July—September Mission Project:

School Kits — LWR, Pine Ridge & Custer Children
! 2 notebooks of ruled paper
! 12 sheets of construction paper
! 6 unsharpened pencils
! 30 cm ruler
! 1 pencil sharpener
! Box of 24 crayons
! 2 ½ inch eraser
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.
CLF,
It has been so wonderful growing up in such a warm, welcoming congregation. I have learned and grown so much in my
faith at Custer Lutheran Fellowship. I truly appreciate the breakfast served on graduation along with the laundry bag,
milestone and Lutheran Study Bible. This is a great Bible and it will allow me to continue growing in faith as my new
journey begins. Thank you for your endless kindness, thoughtfulness and prayers. Sincerely,
~ Lauren Esser
This year we discovered that sometimes God DOES give you more than you can handle. Then he gives you amazing
family and friends to help you. We have been so blessed by our church family. Whether you held us up in prayer, sent a
card, called, visited, brought a meal, helped drive or organized some of these things, we are so thankful to you. We
could never repay your generosity but we will do our best to pay it forward.
~ Sue, Clay, Eva & Abby Studt

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

CROSSROADS

Building Changes...
For many years, the West door of the church
building has remained unlocked to give people easy
access to the facility. At their June meeting, the
Church Council decided to lock that door. The door
by the offices will be open during office hours from
8:30 AM until 3:00 PM on Monday through Friday.
If you need to get into the building at another time,
please make arrangements with one of the staff
ahead of time in order to gain access to the door
located across from the Fireside Room.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the
option to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the
“ONLINE GIVING” link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up
regularly scheduled donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by
following the instructions. At this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions
only, however you can set-up your own login/password and make changes with your
giving at any time.

2015 Budget thru May, 2015
2015 Actual

2015 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Youth House Building Sale
Total Income

% of Budget

$ 159,514.41
$
346.50
$
1,344.00
$
515.00
$
20.00
$ 20,301.50
$ 182,041.41

$ 172,916.66
$
500.00
$
500.00
$
833.34
$
2.000.00
$ 20,301.00
$ 197,051.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(13,402.25)
(153.50)
844.00
(318.34)
(1,980.00)
.50
(15,009.59)

92.2%
69.3%
268.8%
61.8%
1.0%
100.0%
92.4%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 48,092.62
$
4,624.40
$
2,077.92
$ 32,702.57
$ 97,106.62
$ 184,604.13

$ 48,000.00
$
5,166.71
$
2,260.43
$ 31,960.02
$ 103,706.28
$ 191,093.44

$
$
$
$
$
$

92.62
(542.31)
(182.51)
742.55
(6,599.66)
(6,489.31)

100.2%
89.5%
91.9%
102.3%
93.6%
96.6%
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
It’s so nice to have some warmer weather but unfortunately there are places that are flooding &
dangerous. We feel blessed with the rain, even with some of the terrible storms we’ve been
having almost daily. As a group, the Health Ministry Team is taking the summer off as people
often leave town & our numbers dwindle. We will begin again in September. I want to say once again, we would
really like to add several more members to our Health Ministry Team. Let me know if you are interested.
Hopefully some of you have taken up the challenge of “Go For Your Goal”. I’m included in this challenge & am
getting started slowly as I have had some health issues slowing me down. Keep track of what you do & keep trying
as you are able. Remember everyone can be a winner. If you were unable to get the flyer I wrote out let me know
& I’ll place more in the sanctuary.
With all the wet weather we’ve been having an increased risk of West Nile Virus from Mosquitoes. Stay away from
areas of stagnant water & don’t leave stagnant water to collect near your outside area. I heard the first case was
recently reported in Meade County. I remember when I worked in the hospital, I saw some horrible, deadly cases.
Hope everyone gets some time away or off to do things you enjoy, make a trip or just go for a walk or do some
fishing. We have an abundance of outdoor activities in our area. Stay safe. God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Let’s Talk about Mental Health...
My last article touched on a very important aspect of someone who has developed mental illness & I said we would
discuss the topic of suicide. The numbers are staggering on the subject of suicide. Whether it’s a nagging thought
in your head or a family or friend that may notice your mood change. Hopefully one gets to a mental health person
or discuss it with your doctor, don’t keep this to your self. There is always hope but that can be so hard to see
when your world is so painful. Families left behind have a hard time understanding what could be so terrible or
what could they have done. There was a time when I had family members experience this desperate hopelessness
and experienced those feelings myself. The only thing that kept me going was thinking of the pain I would be
giving to my family. There are many options out there for help. What if you are the one left behind, what do you
do. Understandably there is pain, disbelief, you go over & over what could have been done. You also will need a
great deal of support to get through this. Do not take on the guilt. Never take on shame. You need to talk to
someone. You can always call me or Pastor Tom, your doctor or a friend. I’m hoping in the Fall, we can try to get
our NAMI group started again. We had this for several years & once attendance fell we stopped meeting. It is a
group of your peers who are dealing with mental health issues. Everything is confidential yet we try to hold each
other up & discuss options. You are not alone. Your Life has meaning and you are a gift. God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

God’s Work. Our Hands.
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for
your Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work –
Our Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
] The Women of the ELCA have been collecting products for WEAVE (Women Escaping a Violent
Environment). This includes: paper products (tissues, toilet paper), feminine products, shampoo, soaps,
lotions and laundry soap.
] Gary Williams and Roe & Pat Eidsness were part of the state wide bike ride “God’s Work. Our Feet.” to
raise monies for the ELCA Malaria Campaign. They rode from Madison to Rapid City. A total of $3,393.63
was raised!
] Duane Martinz, Rudy Anderson and Dave Hansen rebuilt the seating in CLF’s Outdoor Worship space – just
in time for our first Summer Wednesday NightLife event in June.
] Arley Fadness recently led Vesper services at the Chapel in the Hills. Sharon Smith, Roe & Pat Eidsness
serve as greeters at the Chapel several days a week. Barb Lewison has shared her gift of Hardanger by
making it available for sale at the Chapel’s Gift Shop. All of these things help to support an important
ministry of our synod!
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ELCA Youth Gathering brings thousands to Detroit...
6/22/2015 2:55:00 PM
CHICAGO (ELCA) – In affirmation of their baptismal promise to “serve others and
follow the example of Jesus,” almost 30,000 youth, adult leaders and others from
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) will participate in the ELCA
Youth Gathering July 15-19 in Detroit. Meeting under the theme “Rise Up
Together,” the Gathering will offer youth an opportunity to strengthen their faith and
discover their call to serve the world – at home and abroad.
Custer Lutheran Fellowship will be sending thirteen teenagers and three adults to
Detroit. The participants will be Kendall Ashmore, Reed Ashmore, Jasmine
Cisneros, Tori Glazier, Shane Herman, Ryan Jorgensen, Mattisen Kelley, Ben
Marchand, Blake Martinz, Liz Mertz, Alex Kortemeyer, Graysen Trandem and Billie
Wicks. The adult participants will be Pastor Tom Opoien, Karen Karim and Duane
Martinz.
Heidi Hagstrom, Youth Gathering program director, said the baptismal promise “means we share in another’s
experience of suffering. It means understanding life in terms of giving rather than taking, self-sacrifice rather than
self-protection.”
The ELCA Youth Gathering is a triennial event that brings together thousands of high-school age Lutherans from
across the country and overseas for faith formation, worship, fellowship and service. Hagstrom said the Gathering
theme and program is based on the Gospel of Mark.
“When studying the Gospel of Mark we recognized the recurring theme of death and resurrection,” she said. “That
promise of life from death is something we know teenagers are familiar with, whether they use those words or not,
and it also is the metastory of Detroit, a city that has risen from the ashes, literally and figuratively, many times
throughout its history. By adding the word ‘together’ to the theme – Rise Up Together – we are making a statement
about our church’s preference for the posture of accompaniment, which is the way we are in mission in the world.”
Speakers during the event include the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, ELCA presiding bishop; the Rev. Luke A. Powery,
dean of Duke University Chapel and associate professor of the practice of homiletics at Duke Divinity School,
Durham, N.C.; the Rev. Alexia Salvatierra, an ELCA pastor and national leader in areas of poverty and immigration;
and the Rev. Rani Abdulmasih, pastor of Mother of the Savior Lutheran Church in Dearborn, MI, the largest ArabicEnglish Lutheran church in the United States and the only one in Michigan.
During the event youth will participate in service learning opportunities throughout Detroit.
“This July we invite Gathering participants to engage in Detroit’s unique story of tenacity and hopefulness,” said Lisa
Jeffreys, Youth Gathering program coordinator. “We will join in partnerships of accompaniment all across the city,
allowing Gathering participants to see God at work through transformative experiences. And last but not least, we
seek to empower participants to return home seeing themselves as agents of change in their own communities and
in the world in life-giving ways.”
Hagstrom said the event will also help the youth better understand their connection to a “global communion of
Lutherans.”
“Many young people have limited experience with what it means to be part of the Lutheran Christian witness in the
world. Many don’t experience other Lutherans outside of their family or congregation. With such a small circle of
influence, most young people think that the way they worship in their congregation or the values their congregation
espouses is the way all Lutherans practice or express their faith. The beauty of Christ’s church is that there is room
for all under the tent of mercy made real through Jesus’ death and resurrection. We need the witness of young
people in that community of Christ’s church,” Hagstrom said.
Preceding the ELCA Youth Gathering is the Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) and the Definitely Abled
Leadership Event (DAYLE), both to be held July 12-15 in Detroit.
DAYLE is designed to bless and empower gifted young people with a range of physical, cognitive and emotional
differences so they might grow as faithful, wise and courageous witnesses. MYLE exists to empower young people
of color and those whose primary language is other than English to claim their story as part of God’s story.
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Rap Group July Schedule...
Sunday, July 12: Monthly planning meeting at 10:45 AM following worship. Final details for the Detroit trip. All
who are going on the trip need to be present.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Rap Group to climb in Big Horns in July...
Each Sunday we say in the creed that “God created the heavens and the earth.” For four days at the end of July
members of the Rap Group will be experiencing God’s creation as they backpack in the Cloud Peak Wilderness in
the Big Horn Mountains of Wyoming.
The trip will begin on Thursday, July 30th and go until Sunday, August 2nd. If all goes as planned, the group will hike
to the Lost Twin Lakes, do some fishing, and climb the 13,000 foot high Darton Peak. The goal of the trip is to work
together as a group in the midst of the natural world in order to gain a greater appreciation of our place within God’s
creation.

Spotlight on Confirmation...
We invite Confirmation Youth to come and help out with VBS/Day Camp at CLF this summer. This is a great
servant project opportunity. The Camp will be held the week of July 26th thru 31st for children in Pre-K through
Grade 5. We could use helpers to be with the children. Plus you get to hang out with the Outlaw Ranch staff!
What fun!
Parents of Youth entering 6th, 7th and 8th Grade will receive a snail-mail letter later this summer with information
about the Confirmation program for the 2015-16 school year.
We are looking at some new curriculum and activities that will continue to strengthen this ministry. Sixth and
Seventh Grade Youth will be together in one group. This year they will explore the Ten Commandments and the
Lord’s Prayer. The following year will be study of the Old and New Testaments. Eighth Grade Youth will be their
own group. They will begin with a study of the Apostle’s Creed followed by an exploration of Lutheran Living. We
will continue to hold several Faith Mentor Nights and Parent/Youth Servant Events throughout the year. Faith
Mentors will also meet with their Confirmation Youth during the six weeks of Lent. Eighth Graders will plan and
prepare a “Faith in Action Project” throughout the year.
There will be an Orientation Meeting for Families on Wednesday, September 2nd. Confirmation Learning Events
will continue to be held on Wednesday evenings beginning September 9th. The first BIG activity will be the
participation of Confirmation families in the “God’s Work – Our Hands” Sunday on September 13th.

SPARK Kids...
We are so very excited to begin our Second Year of SPARK Kids beginning on September 2nd. Wednesday
afternoons children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 will be picked up at school and transported to church. Our time
together is a fast-moving pace of learning activities including snacks, stories, games, science experiments, arts and
crafts. Lots of fun and new friends! This school year we will be using a new curriculum called, The Story.
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:00 PM. Then children and their families are invited to join us for a
meal followed by worship. We are done by 6:30 PM. The fall worship will focus on the Bible stories the children are
learning in SPARK Kids under the overarching theme of GATHER, GROW, GIVE, GO!
Parents of children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 will receive a snail-mail letter outlining the program as well as a
registration form. There is NO cost for this program. Your friends and neighbors are invited as well. All children
need to be registered by their parents in order to participate.

Thank You…
“Thank you and the whole crew that helped with SPARK! It is a great time of faith, fun and fellowship for our kids.
We appreciate the seeds you’ve planted.” – Matt & Wendi Rusch
“Thank you so much for all you have done this year. Kyle and Brady look forward to SPARK Kids each week. They
are always eager to talk about the lessons they are learning and read about it in the Bible. It is blessing to me to
hear them in church recognize when they are hearing the same scripture. Our family has truly been grateful for this
opportunity.” – Jason & Connie Virtue
“Thanks for all you do. Brody loves SPARK Kids and everyone there. You are amazing!” – Jeff & Pam Storm
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Flat Jesus travels....
This summer remember to take Jesus with you wherever you go! You’ve heard of “Flat Stanley”? Well, we invite
you to take “Flat Jesus” along with you on your travels this summer. Here’s what you do…
• Pick up a “Flat Jesus” sheet and a craft stick that you will find at our Welcome Center. One for each family.
Children and youth can make one of their own.
• Color and cut out “Flat Jesus”. Duct tape the craft stick as a handle on the back. Write your name and the
words “No Matter What” on the back side. This is to remind you that “No Matter What” Jesus goes with you!
• Take “Flat Jesus” with you wherever you go this summer. Take photos of “Flat Jesus” and your family at play,
at work, on vacation, at home.
• Post these photos on the CLF Facebook page or your own social media platforms. Add this to each photo
you post - #flatjesusclf – then we can see what you have posted.
• OR print off your photos and drop them off to Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal at church and we will post
them on a special bulletin board display.
Let’s work together to see where and how far Jesus will go this summer!

WORK DAYS!
Come and help us prepare for the fall and the beginning of the Second Year of our Children’s Ministry Program –
SPARK Kids! We have received a significant gift from Erv & DeMaris Nesheim to redo the DownUnder into a child
friendly space. The first step is to paint the entire space. Then we will be painting a chalk board wall as well as
putting up a wall of floor to ceiling Dry Erase board. Furniture, rugs and storage are being ordered. Come and help
on these days …
Wednesday, July 22nd AND Wednesday, August 12th
Remember – many hands make light work! And, we need to be ready on opening day of SPARK Kids which is
September 2nd. There is much to do!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
A prayer shawl is a simple crocheted or knitted shawl, created with love and prayer to be given to
someone who is ill or in need of comfort or encouragement. A shawl can be given to a student
beginning college, or to a new baby. When recipients use the shawl, it envelopes them in warmth and
the prayers from our community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship.
Completed shawls are brought to the church. The shawl can then be given to one who needs comfort by the pastor
or by anyone of us who see a need. If anyone has completed shawls, you can bring them to the office at any time.
If you would like to be involved with this ministry, please speak with Donna McConnell. We can provide you with
either crochet or knit shawl patterns.
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50th Anniversary Celebration

CROSSROADS

CLF 50-Year Anniversary story-telling Plans...
You are all part of the history of CLF. Think of the adventures you have had in connection with your church.
There will be opportunity to share these memories of fun, faith, inspiration, healing...what ever... during the story
telling events as part of the 50th Anniversary Celebration of Custer Lutheran Fellowship. You are encouraged to
share your stories in the story telling events. Some of you grew up attending CLF and then your children grew up
attending CLF. There are rich experiences in all of the activities of a truly great church. You can share yours too.
Five story-telling events have been planned. The first one was held on June 21st, honoring the first decade of
1965 to 1975, led by Steve Baldwin. The second event — 1975 to 1985, was held on June 28th, led by Bonnie
Thompson. Craig Black will lead the third — 1985 to 1995 on July 5th. Rick Hudson will lead the fourth — 1995 to
2005 on July 12th and the last story telling event will be co-led by Jenny Behlings and Amy Kirk — 2005 to 2015 on
July 19th. Some very meaningful stories need only a sentence or two. Plan to come to the events. Ask questions.
You may be surprised at who has the answer!
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Thank You!
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – June 16, 2015
Treasurer’s Report — Members reviewed the report. Michelle Lehman made a motion that we accept the proposal
of Lisa Fluck for the treasurer’s position, this was seconded and carried.
Unfinished Business:
Ø Thrivent Choice – June amount – $0 / $1,244
Ø CLF 50th Anniversary in 2015 Update – Jon reported that the celebration starts June 21st. Harold reported
that the first two storyteller sessions are ready to go, displays are going up and everything is coming together
well. The summer preaching schedule will be as follows: June 28th a Minnesota High School group will be
doing a drama in place of the sermon, Dick Borrud will be preaching July 5th, Bishop Zellmer on July 12th,
Yvonne on July 18th, Pastor Tom on July 26th and the Vogels on August 2nd.
Ø Library Update – Members admired the library updates.
Ø ELCA Discipleship Coaching Update – Yvonne informed members that she will be attending this workshop
next week in Chicago.
New Business:
Ø CLF Building Security Plan – The church is re-evaluating security; making it open and inviting and yet
secure. Duane Martinz suggested we consider locking the church this summer and then revisit the security
issue this fall and come up with a security plan. Members discussed. Members agreed to let Pastor Tom and
the staff determine how they want handle this with council’s support.
Ø Church Bell – Dave Hanson would like to build a short six foot tower to hold the old church bell in the rock
area south of the entrance to the narthex. Members discussed.
Ø Synod Assembly Report – Yvonne shared with members about the speakers and business of the South
Dakota Synod Assembly.
Ø Evaluation of Summer Worship Changes – President Dahlstrom asked members for their comments on the
new single service summer schedule. Michelle commented about how many folks were at last Sunday’s
service and the excitement and energy generated. Members agreed.
Ø Fill Empty Council Position – Reed Haug has sent a letter of resignation. President Dahlstrom made a
motion that we accept Reed Haug’s resignation and appoint Dave Thom to fill out his term. Seconded and
carried.
2015 Goals & Lead Activities:
Ø Goal 1 – Average Weekly Worship: 239 – Our average year to date is 253.
1. Care & Share: Terri & Michelle – Terri reported that they are struggling a little bit to get folks to participate.
Donna will remind folks in the next newsletter to sign up for what month they would like to serve and then
Terri and Michelle will assign the remaining members. President Dahlstrom said he would do a temple talk
to let people know of the new format and ask them to sign up, if Terri and Michelle would like.
2. Summer Wednesdays: Duane reported that the outdoor worship area benches have been built and
treated. Church members enjoyed a potluck, activity and service at the outdoor sanctuary last Wednesday.
3. Children in Worship: President Dahlstrom commented on how much he enjoyed seeing so many children
at the children’s sermon last Sunday.
Ø Goal 2 – New Member Connections
1. New Resources in the Pews – Yvonne reported that a resource is in the pews and being used and
tweeked as needed. Donna has been getting email addresses generated from the resource.
2. New Member Picture Board – is in the works.
Goal 3 – Recruit 3-5 Stewardship Leaders — Jon reported the recruitment has been completed.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns:
Ø Social Ministry – Yvonne Steindal reported that the Social Ministry Committee and the Outreach Committee
are working on the “God’s Work. Our Hands” event for this fall.
Ø Worship & Music – Yvonne reported that all three wireless mics are out and being repaired.
Ø Youth – Sam Mertz reported that the firewood project is going very well. Members thanked Sam for his
service on the council and wished him well on his new adventure at the Naval Academy.
Ø Property – President Dahlstrom reported that our property parcel at Custer Limestone has been shown.
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Pentecost 5
Wednesday, July 1: Psalm 88; 2 Kings 20:1-11; Mark 9:14-29
Pentecost 6
Thursday, July 2: Psalm 123; Jeremiah 7:1-15; 1 Corinthians 4:8-13
Friday, July 3: Psalm 123; Jeremiah 7:16-26; 2 Corinthians 10:7-11
Saturday, July 4: Psalm 123; Jeremiah 7:27-34; Matthew 8:18-22
Sunday, July 5: Psalm 123; Ezekiel 2:1-5; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13
Monday, July 6: Psalm 119:81-88; Ezekiel 2:8—3:11; 2 Corinthians 11:16-33
Tuesday, July 7: Psalm 119:81-88; Jeremiah 16:1-13; James 5:7-12
Wednesday, July 8: Psalm 119:81-88; Jeremiah 16:14-21; John 7:1-9
Pentecost 7
Thursday, July 9: Psalm 85:8-13; Amos 2:6-16; Colossians 2:1-5
Friday, July 10: Psalm 85:8-13; Amos 3:1-12; Colossians 4:2-18
Saturday, July 11: Psalm 85:8-13; Amos 4:6-13; Luke 1:57-80
Sunday, July 12: Psalm 85:8-13; Amos 7:7-15; Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29
Monday, July 13: Psalm 142; Amos 5:1-9; Acts 21:27-39
Tuesday, July 14: Psalm 142; Amos 9:1-4; Acts 23:12-35
Wednesday, July 15: Psalm 142; Amos 9:11-15; Luke 7:31-35
Pentecost 8
Thursday, July 16: Psalm 23; Jeremiah 10:1-16; Colossians 1:15-23
Friday, July 17: Psalm 23; Jeremiah 10:17-25; Acts 17:16-31
Saturday, July 18: Psalm 23; Jeremiah 12:1-13; Luke 18:35-43
Sunday, July 19: Psalm 23; Jeremiah 23:1-6; Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
Monday, July 20: Psalm 100; Jeremiah 50:1-7; Hebrews 13:17-25
Tuesday, July 21: Psalm 100; Zechariah 9:14—10:2; Acts 20:17-38
Wednesday, July 22: Psalm 100; 2 Samuel 5:1-12; Luke 15:1-7
Pentecost 9
Thursday, July 23: Psalm 145:10-18; 1 Kings 19:19-21; Colossians 1:9-14
Friday, July 24: Psalm 145:1-18; 2 Kings 3:4-20; Colossians 3:12-17
Saturday, July 25: Psalm 145:10-18; 2 Kings 4:38-41; John 4:31-18
Sunday, July 26: Psalm 145:10-18; 2 Kings 4:42-44; Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21
Monday, July 27: Psalm 111; Genesis 18:1-15; Philippians 4:10-20
Tuesday, July 28: Psalm 111; Exodus 24;1-11; Romans 15:22-33
Wednesday, July 29: Psalm 111; Isaiah 25:6-10a; Mark 6:35-44
Pentecost 10
Thursday, July 30: Psalm 78:23-29; Exodus 12:33-42; 1 Corinthians 11:17-22
Friday, July 31: Psalm 78:23-29; Exodus 12:43—13:2; 1 Corinthians 11:27-34
Saturday, August 1: Psalm 78:23-29; Exodus 13:3-10; Matthew 16:5-12
Sunday, August 2: Psalm 78:23-29; Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15; Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35
Monday, August 3: Psalm 107:1-3, 33-43; Numbers 11:16-23, 31-32; Ephesians 4:17-24
Tuesday, August 4: Psalm 107:1-3, 33-43; Deuteronomy 8:1-20; 1 Corinthians 12:27-31
Wednesday, August 5: Psalm 107:1-3, 33-43; Isaiah 55:1-9; Mark 8:1-10

Would you be interested...
in one of these volunteer positions at the Wednesday NightLife Meal this fall?
• Semi-professional peanut butter & jelly sandwich maker: Sandwiches can be made at home or in the church
kitchen. Bread, PB and J will be provided.
• Large and small can opener and dumper. Under the direction of the main cook, this position would open cans,
slice vegetables and other things with knives and put them in pots.
• Dessert maker or purchaser. This position will require a person to make a couple dozen of Rice Krispy bars or
a similar type of dessert or will require a person to stop in the cookie aisle at the grocery store and purchase a
couple of bags of cookies.
If you would be interested in these or other small positions to help with the Wednesday NightLife Meals in the
autumn, please let Yvonne, Donna, or Pastor Tom know. We’re in the process of trying to plan meals under the
slogan, “Many Hands Make Light Work.”
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lisa Fluck
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

