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Put the Annual Meeting on your Calendar:
CLF Program & Mission Support Cuts to be Discussed..
The CLF annual meeting will be held Sunday, January
31st at 12:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. At the annual
meeting we will review the life and ministry of our congregation in 2015 and plan for 2016. A potluck meal will begin
following the 10:30 worship service. The Church Council
will provide chicken and beverages, but we ask that depending on the first
letter of your last name, you bring one of the following items:
Ø Last name begins with I – P … please bring a dessert.
Ø Last name begins with Q – Z … please bring a salad.
Ø Last name begins with A – H… please bring a hot vegetable (which
may include potato dishes).
As a part of the annual meeting process, the Finance Team and Council have
been working hard to create a financial mission plan for 2016. CLF is
anticipating a significant decrease in regular offering in 2016, and as a result the
Finance Team and Council have proposed three changes to make the
anticipated income meet the anticipated costs. First, all staff salaries and
wages would remain the same as they were in 2015. Second, the Office
Assistant position would be reduced from two days per week to one day per
week. Third, financial mission support that is given to the South Dakota Synod,
the ELCA, and our other mission partners will be reduced by 27 percent.
You are invited to an open forum to discuss these issues with the Church
Council on Sunday, January 10th at 9:30 in the Fireside Room. Your
attendance and input at this meeting would be very helpful.

Special congregational meeting held in December...
At a special congregational meeting in December, the congregation voted to change our Outreach Minister’s letter of
call to include living in the parsonage as a part of her compensation. Since the meeting, seven people have
volunteered to serve on the parsonage committee. These include: Linda Markegard, Dave & Sharon Smith, Phil
Lewison, Pam Fadness, and Gary & Rosemary Chappell. Thank you to the parsonage committee for volunteering to
serve.
In preparation for the move, three days have been set aside for members of the congregation to help paint the
interior of the house. These days will be Tuesday, January 5th; Thursday, January 7th, and Saturday, January
9th. There is a sign up at the Welcome Center for people to let us know how many people to expect. Our custodian,
Augie Heyne, will have paint materials at the house on those days.
Watch the Sunday bulletin for a date for a firewood hauling day still to be chosen to fill up the parsonage wood shed.
Yvonne and her husband, Craig Lewis, will be moving into the parsonage on Saturday, January 23rd. We will need
people who can volunteer pickups and trailers, as well as strong backs, to help on that day.
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THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP
In November, the Thursday Christian Book Study Group began reading “THE RAPTURE EXPOSED” by Barbara
Rossing. Some background on the book... The author, Barbara Rossing, writes:
To understand the biblical basis for much of today’s end-times thinking we have to begin our story further
back than the book of Revelation. In the view of Darby and other dispensationalists, God’s whole biblical
plan for the end-times is already mapped out in the Old Testament. The entire end-times framework of
Darby’s dispensationalist system is based on just three verses at the end of chapter 9 of Daniel! (page 25)
The problem according to Rossing is that the Book of Revelation has been distorted to fit the model of theology
instead of the Book itself shaping a model of theology. She points out that no where in the text does the word
“Anti Christ” appear as well as there is no mention of the Anti Christ establishing a covenant with Israel and then
breaking that covenant. These items have been read into the pages of scripture and made to fit.
Rossing lays out well reasoned arguments on why the message of Revelation is one of hope and not World War III.
The message of Revelation is one that is centered in the notion of God’s revealing and redemptive power now, not
in some predetermined future date.
Everyone is welcome! Coffee and fellowship (in the Fireside Room) at 9:30 AM with Study from 10:00-11:30 AM.
Books are available in the office.

MEN’S BREAKFAST/BOOK STUDY...

The men’s book study group will meet in the Fireside Room on Saturday, January 2nd at 8:00 AM to
eat breakfast and to continue discussing Brian McCaren’s book, We Make the Road by Walking.
Each chapter in this book stands alone for learning and conversation, so if you haven’t been part of
the group reading you are welcome to join in and the group won’t miss a beat. We’d love to have
you.

th

XYZ (Extra Years (of) Zest

Saturday, January 9 5:30 PM — Potluck in the Fellowship Hall — Bring your own service.
Program: Paul Horsted will be the speaker. Come and join the fellowship we all enjoy!

What’s Your Name, Again?
Beginning in November – the second Sunday of every month – will be designated as Nametag Sunday! A table will
be set up with self-stick nametags and markers. Please stop, pick up a tag, print your name and wear it.
We may think we know everyone – but, the truth is we don’t. Every week we have newcomers among us. This is a
simple way of continuing to be a welcoming community of faith. The next Nametag Sunday will be January 10th!

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
Need a Laugh? 3-H Club will meet Sunday, January 17th at 1:30 PM for one hour.
We will hear Garrison Keillor’s Christmas Story and the rest will be a surprise.
Everyone is welcome to come and have your spirits lifted in the New Year.

CLF’s “Little Free Library”
Did you know that there are more than 30,000 Little Free Libraries around the world? Did you know that we have
one here at CLF? It sits next to the CLF sign as you enter the church parking lot. Anyone can use CLF’s “Little
Free Library”. The focus of this Library is Christian books for children and their parents. The idea is that you can
“Take A Book and Return A Book”.
CLF’s Little Free Library is up and running. It is fully stocked and includes a selection of Christmas books.
Please share with your family, friends and neighbors this news. Show them where it is. Explain its purpose.
Encourage its use. Show them how to use it. Use it yourself. Help us get the word out!
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Beginning on Monday evening, January 11th at 6:30 PM, Custer Lutheran Fellowship will be hosting a Financial
Peace University class. FPU classes meet for around an hour and a half each week for nine weeks. You and your
friends are invited to be a part of this course.
We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God's ways of
handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents
biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you've dreamed you could be. This plan will show you
how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and much more!
The cost of the class for each participant will be $100 and will include all of the materials required for the course.
For more information on the class please look online at www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/.
Lesson 1: Super Saving Common Sense for Your Dollars and Cents
Lesson 2: Relating With Money Nerds and Free Spirits Unite!
Lesson 3: Cash Flow Planning The Nuts and Bolts of Budgeting
Lesson 4: Dumping Debt Breaking the Chains of Debt
Lesson 5: Buyer Beware The Power of Marketing on Your Buying Decisions
Lesson 6: The Role of Insurance Protecting Your Health, Family and Finances
Lesson 7:Retirement and College Planning Mastering the Alphabet Soup of Investing
Lesson 8: Real Estate and Mortgages Keeping the American Dream From Becoming a Nightmare
Lesson 9: The Great Misunderstanding Unleashing the Power of Generous Giving

Alternative gift market recap....
On November 15th, 18th & 29th the Social Ministry Team sponsored an alternative gift market featuring ELCA Good
Gifts and Sharing the Dream Crafts from Guatemala. Sharing the Dream Crafts sales totaled $1,737.04 and ELCA
Good Gifts totaled $1,339. Thanks for your patronage with both of these worthy projects! Here is the breakdown
for the ELCA Good Gifts:
2 Pigs.......................................................................$ 60 2 Fruit-tree Seedlings..............................................$ 20
1 Share of a cow......................................................$ 50 3 School Fees & Uniform for a Girl..........................$120
5 Goats....................................................................$250 1 School Supplies for a Child...................................$ 10
3 Chicks...................................................................$ 30 1 Feed a Refugee Family for One Weed.................$ 50
4 Honey Bees..........................................................$ 80 1 Textbooks for an International Leader..................$ 45
3 Roosters...............................................................$ 45 2 Bibles....................................................................$ 24
1 Share of a Water Well...........................................$250 1 Feed 10 at a Soup Kitchen...................................$ 20
1 Farming Tools & Training.....................................$ 25
1 Food (1 Yr) for Child Orphaned by HIV/AIDS.......$250
Total..............................................................$1,339
1 Mosquito Net........................................................$ 10
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A New Year Resolution...
The New Year is often the time for making resolutions. We make promises to do certain things
that we haven’t quite gotten around to in the last year. And so, we start anew. Many times
these resolutions are made out of guilt. As a result, within a month most New Year resolutions
are long forgotten.
Recently I read some interesting statistics. 92% of Americans own a Bible. 75% of us believe
the Bible to be the Word of God. But, less than 30% of us Bible believers and Bible owners read the Bible outside
of church. So, in other words, although many families claim to have Bibles in their homes, few actually read them.
We are Sunday Christians – hearing the word of God on Sunday mornings in worship or Sunday School. We are
missing out on reading scripture simply for the pure joy of it!
One of the first things that I noticed about my husband, Craig, when we were dating was that he carried his own
Bible to church – for worship as well as for meetings. He would refer to it when there was a committee decision to
be made. In addition, I will often “catch” him at home, with his feet up just reading the Bible. Even now this is still
such a surprise to me. It truly is such a simple and powerful statement about what is truly important in his life.
Today we know more about our cell phones than we do about the Word of God. We don’t hesitate to carry and
answer our cell phones anywhere in public yet we are hesitant to let anyone “catch” us reading the Bible lest we be
considered too “churchy.” This says volumes about what is truly central in our lives.
I challenge all of us to make this a New Year resolution. Read your Bible. Give it five minutes a day. Set a timer.
Read the Word of God for the pure joy of it. Don’t seek to study or analyze it. Just read it. See how your life
changes with this simple practice.
Christ Makes Life Exciting!
Yvonne L.D. Steindal
Outreach Minister

@ the CLF Library...
A gracious Thank You to all who have donated books and resources to our library collection.
For example, we now have Forty-Four (44) items on the “Nutrition and Cookbooks” Shelf for you
to choose from. Take a look...check it out!
~ Li Fjerestad & your Library Team

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗ Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
∗ Outdoor Landscaping
∗ Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
∗ Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
∗ Hand Bells
Recent Gifts:
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Bud Moe from Bob & Cozy Dorton
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Frances Thompson from Chuck & Kaona Hazlett, Fred & Mary
Rittberger and Gary & Carol Roberts

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, January 25th, 11:30 AM at CLF
WHERE: Fireside Room
HOSTESSES: Lavina Shoop & Joan Eggers
PROGRAM: Larry Peterson will be our speaker and will talk about life on the Pine Ridge Reservation.
Quilting is going well. They will start quilting again in January. Watch the Sunday bulletins for the exact start date.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

January—March Mission Project: Quilts for LWR & Local Needs
# Thread
# Cotton fabric suitable for making quilts
# Cotton blankets, and/or mattress pads for inside quilts
Your donations may be left in the Sewing Room.

Women of the Bible...
Our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal will be leading an adult Bible Study class on Wednesday
evenings beginning on January 6th. We will meet in the Fireside Room immediately following
worship (around 6:30 PM).
The title of this study will be Founding Mothers: Women Who Shaped the Biblical Story. This will
be a new look at some familiar and unfamiliar names in the Old Testament. Even though these women lived in a
patriarchal world, they had an enormous influence over the lives of their men and their children. They too had a vital
role to play in the shaping of Israel. They advised. They influenced. Their personalities, passions and priorities are
all an integral part of the Biblical story. They are ordinary women often placed by God in extraordinary
circumstances. Their doubts, fears, laughter, hopes, despair – their faith – can still serve to teach us about our own
journeys of faith today.
We will take a look at the faith and life stories of these eight women…
Eve – a story of decisions and consequences
Job’s wife who suffered alone
Sarah traveled a path from doubt to wonder
Hagar discovered God’s grace in abandonment
Keturah who found her way as the second wife
Rebekah who was rewarded for the risks she took
Leah who despite rejection discovered her role
Rachel whose competitive spirit changed history

2016 Giving Envelopes…
If your family used the numbered giving envelopes in 2015, we have re-issued a new box for 2016. The envelopes
are on a table in the Narthex. Please pick them up soon. The number may not be the same as last year, so please
be sure you use the new envelopes.
If you would like to start using the numbered giving envelopes, please sign up on the sheet which is located on the
same table in the Narthex. We will issue a box to your family to be picked up the following week.

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

CROSSROADS

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB
Volunteers are needed for the CLF/CSC-that's the
"Clean Sidewalk Club." There is a sign-up sheet at
the Welcome Center in the Narthex for week days
or week-ends. There are two spaces for each
grouping. Thanks!!

Thursday Men’s Breakfast

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

6:30 AM — “Our Place”
Come join us for breakfast. There’s
always good conversation and good
food! Open to newcomers!

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the
option to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the
“ONLINE GIVING” link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up
regularly scheduled donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by
following the instructions. At this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions
only, however you can set-up your own login/password and make changes with your
giving at any time.

Thank You…
Craig and I want to thank you for your many kindnesses shown to us over this Christmas season. The food, the
gifts, the cards, the words of support – all of it has meant so much to us. We feel so blessed to be part of this CLF
family. We are looking forward to moving in to the parsonage and making our home in the midst of this community.
– Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister

2015 Budget thru November, 2015
2015 Actual

2015 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Youth House Building Sale
J Olson Trust
Total Income

% of Budget

$ 357,904.63
$
1,310.93
$
1,728.00
$
515.00
$
20.00
$ 20,301.50
$
5,000.00
$ 386,780.06

$ 380,416.66
$
1,100.00
$
1,100.00
$
1,833.34
$
6.000.00
$ 20,301.00
$
$ 410,751.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(22,512.03)
210.93
628.00
(1,318.34)
(5,980.00)
.50

94.1%
119.2%
157.1%
28.1%
.3%
100.0%

(23,970.94)

94.2%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 104,990.16
$
9,384.24
$
5,696.80
$ 69,348.09
$ 197,141.31
$ 386,560.60

$ 105,600.00
$ 10,582.68
$
4,972.93
$ 70,312.02
$ 228,153.77
$ 419,621.40

$
$
$
$
$
$

(609.84)
(1,198.44)
723.87
(963.93)
(31,012.46)
(33,060.86)

99.4%
88.7%
114.6%
98.6%
86.4%
92.1%
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
First of all I am hoping this Christmas has brought you joy through being with family & friends.
Most of all I hope that you celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus. It’s often overlooked due to
our hectic lives taking so much of our time. If we make that conscious effort to look around us &
see the good & bad & know that Jesus was born for all of us so that we may someday join him in heaven. It also is
a time of reflection for many who have lost people in their lives, whether it is a time of year when we lost them or
our first year without them. I personally lost both my Grandmother & Father on Christmas Day so I truly understand
how that feels. Our Health Ministry Team had put on a program on Mental Illness & Suicide for all ages. We hope
we were helpful to those who came. Because of weather we were unable to have a meeting in December, but
discussed several ideas for after the first of the year at our November meeting. I also will be trying to set up a Grief
Support class for all who have losses that will give them help through the different stages of grief. We have had
many losses this year. Watch for sign up sheets when we schedule a day & time. It usually runs once weekly for
about 8 weeks. I and our Health Ministry Team wish everyone a joyous Christmas and good health & spirit in the
new year. God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Dealing with Mental Illness & Suicide...
Last month we presented a program on Mental Illness & Suicide. We were given info on how to help a person to
prevent a suicide & how & where to get help. It was very informative & hope those who attended were helped. I
also have been talking about restarting a NAMI Connection group. If you would like more info on this call me or
check www.NAMI.org. Look under the connection group info as there are different groups associated with NAMI. It
is the time of year to discuss a fairly common mental illness especially in our climate. It is called Seasonal Affective
Disorder or SAD. It is caused by the decreased hours of sunlight especially during the winter months and not
spending much time outdoors. What happens is our body produces Vitamin D through conversion from sunlight. If
you find yourself more depressed during this time of year, speak to your Family Physician to get guidance.
Treatment usually involves taking additional Vitamin D supplements & possibly use of a special lamp which works
as an alternative to sunlight. Don’t just increase your Vitamin D level on your own as it is a fat soluble vitamin & if
taken in too large a dose can cause too much in your system & make you ill. I hope to hear from some of you who
would be interested in NAMI as it can be very helpful to those who must deal with Mental Illness. My number is
673-4424. Healthy mind, healthy body, health soul.
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

God’s Work. Our Hands. — Faith in Action...
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for your
Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work – Our
Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
Ø Our Children’s Ministry program, SPARK Kids made “Hope” cookies for everyone to enjoy at a Wednesday
NightLife meal. In addition, they made handcrafted “Joy” cards that were sent to some of our shut-in members.
Ø CLF hosted the Custer Community Advent program. Many musical gifts were shared by you and others. On
that same day our Sunday School children shared their “Red Carpet” Christmas program with us. Gene and
Linda Fennell wrote and directed this special event. Wow! I f you weren’t here, you missed something special!
Ø The Custer Ministerial Alliance hosted the Custer Community Christmas Meal. Your donations of desserts
helped to make it possible to share the joy of the season with our neighbors.
Ø Your donations of toys and other items for the annual Select-A-Gift program provided many needy families with
a joy-filled Christmas.
Ø The Social Ministry Team sponsored a Diaper Drive in December. Your donations of diapers and baby wipes
will go to the Pine Ridge Retreat Center for distribution.
Ø The High School RAP Group held a food drive for the Wildcat Food Pantry in December. This food pantry is
located in the Jr/Sr High School and provides students with food for lunch and to take home.
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SPARK Kids...
It’s a new year and SPARK Kids is back! We pick up children every Wednesday afternoon after
school and bring them to church for all the fun. We have a fast paced afternoon of learning
activities that center around a Bible story. It includes snacks, stories, games, science experiments,
arts and crafts. Check out all the fun we have each week on CLF’s Facebook page where we post
photos of what we have been doing!
At 5:00 PM SPARK Kids help to set up for our weekly Wednesday NightLife meal. Children and their families are
invited to stay and eat together. Afterwards there is a brief time of worship. We are done by 6:30 PM.
We welcome any children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 who would like to be part of all SPARK Kids. There is
no cost for participation but we do need to get some information to register children. Please contact the Church
Office at 673-4691 and we will get that material to parents.
It may be the new year but we will return to the Old Testament for our lessons as follows:
ª January 6 – “A King Makes Bad Choices” – Psalm 30:10-11, 51:1-12; 1 Chronicles 29:1-20
ª January 13 – “The King Who Had It All” – 1 Kings 3:1-15, 4:29-34; 2 Chronicles 9:1-9
ª January 20 – “A Kingdom Torn In Two” – 1 Kings 11:4-6, 12:1-33, 14:22-23 & 26-28, 15:11-14 & 16-24
ª January 27 – “God’s Messengers” – 1 Kings 17:1-6, 18:1-2 & 17-18

Wednesday NightLife...

Our regular Wednesday NightLife program resumes on January 6th. The January schedule for our family style
meal on Wednesdays will be as follows…
ª 4:00 PM – We always need help to do the last preparations – which includes filling water pitchers, making
lemonade and coffee, setting out food, plates and utensils. Please come and help as you are able!
ª 5:00 PM – The SPARK Kids set all the tables with salt & pepper, glasses and places a water pitcher on each
table.
ª 5:15 PM – A spoken grace is shared before we eat. The meal schedule for January is as follows:
§ January 6 – Lynn’s Chicken & Family Potluck (everyone needs to bring something to share)
§ January 13 – Meal prepared by Craig Lewis
§ January 20 – Meal prepared by Bitter Esters
§ January 27 – Meal prepared by Craig Lewis
ª 5:45 PM – Sung grace and announcements
ª 6:00 PM – Worship
ª 6:30 PM – Confirmation and Adult Learning Classes
ª 7:30 PM – Choir Practice

Spotlight on Confirmation...
In January Sixth and Seventh Grade Youth will begin a study on Prayer with a special emphasis on The Lord’s
Prayer. Craig Lewis and Duane Martinz will share in the teaching of these classes. Eighth Grade Youth will explore
the six promises they will make on their Confirmation day. Pastor Tom will be leading this group.
The second Faith Mentor Night will be held on January 20th. All Confirmation Youth and their Faith Mentors will
gather together on that night for a time of learning centered around Worship.
Beginning in February (Ash Wednesday is the 10th) – Faith Mentors will meet each week with their Confirmation
Youth. They will share a meal together, worship together and have a guided conversation on a specific faith topic.
An orientation for all Faith Mentors (new and returning) will be held on Sunday, February 7th at 9:30 AM in the
Fireside Room.
We were sad that the Confirmation ADVENTure Retreat was cancelled in December. But, the next retreat at
Outlaw Ranch is coming up soon. Put it on your family calendars NOW! The Middle School Retreat will be held
Friday-Saturday, March 4-5. The theme is “Life!” The cost is $56. No one will be turned away due to lack of
funds – so please let us assist you. All kids should get to go to camp! There will be more details next month.
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Rap Group
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Rap Group Calendar...

Sunday, January 3rd — 5:30 PM, Annual Romans & Christians ‘hide and seek’ game. Dress warm and bring your
parents and friends.
Sunday, January 17th — 1:00 PM, Wood cutting and splitting behind the church

Sunday School News...
For the next several months children thru Grade 5 are invited to participate in a monthly Sunday School “Retreat”.
(This is instead of a weekly Sunday School program.) This is a fun time to spend a small chunk of time with friends
learning about the faith in a different way.
The first retreat is scheduled for Sunday, January 10th from 12 Noon to 2:00 PM. We begin with lunch together.
Afterwards, Sue Studt will lead us in a time of learning focused on “Beginnings”. We can’t wait to have all children
be a part of this afternoon! Invite your friends.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Thank you to all that helped with the Sunday School Christmas program: Joanne & Neil Witt for their continued
donation of the Christmas bags for the children. Helpers with the program: Cozy Dorton—pianist; Pat Hattervig—
sound; Other Helpers—Wendi Rusch, Eva Studt, Michelle Lehman, Kari Alfson, Maria May, Chris & Tracy Frank,
and Gene Fennell—sets & co-director. Also, Nancy Suelflow for organizing the Carol Borg mission information, and
Mindy Dooley, Jackie Robb & Mickey Schlecht for helping organize the potluck. The program was enjoyed by all!
$173.15 has been deposited for Carol Borg to use in Malawi, Africa for her mission work there. ~ Linda Fennell

Walk For Water...
In the waters of baptism we are born into a new life in Christ – a life in which we promise to serve all people and
strive for justice and peace. And so, this school year our “Noisy Offering” is going to support the ELCA World
Hunger’s Walk For Water project.
The water crisis throughout the world is a heavy burden … literally. On average, women in Sub-Saharan Africa
walk more than three miles each day to fetch water for their families. A traditional 5-gallon jug, usually used for this
purpose, weighs 40 pounds when full! Wow. Your financial gifts can help ease that burden for countless women
and families around the world.
The second Sunday of every month (January 10th) we invite you to contribute to our “Noisy Offering”. At the close
of the Children’s Message – children will collect your coins, bills and checks and place these gifts in our special
“Noisy Offering” milk can. Through your gifts, local communities in third world countries will be equipped to provide
clean water for drinking and growing crops, sanitation and hygiene, as well as ongoing training and maintenance.
Together we can make difference, creating healthier families, stronger economies and a future filled with hope.
This is one way you can live out those baptismal promises!

Please notify Pastor Tom or Outreach Minister, Yvonne when:

Ø There is a hospitalization in your family
Ø There is a death in your family
Ø You would like a pastoral visit
Ø There is a birth or adoption
Ø Someone becomes homebound
Ø Someone becomes unemployed
Ø There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the body
of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pastor Tom Opoien
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
tom_clf@gwtc.net
yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
605-440-2784 (cell)
673-4691 (church)
605-593-6165 (cell)
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Council Meeting Highlights
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Council Minutes – December 15, 2015
Treasurer’s Report — Lisa reviewed the financial report for this month.
Unfinished Business:
Ø Thrivent Choice – December amount – $25 / $1,753 Members discussed where we would donate this money
for the year. A motion was made to donate $500 to the Wildcat Food Pantry (high school) $500 to Wednesday
NightLife meals and $573 to the Storehouse. It was seconded and carried.
Ø Same-Sex Wedding Conversation – members discussed what our goal of these conversations would be.
Ø CLF Building Security Plan Update – Rudy Anderson is working on converting the office door into a dutch
door for office safety on days when only one person is in the building and there is a lot of outside traffic.
Ø Energy Audit Recommendations Update – Carol and Augie will meet in January to write up a final plan.
Ø Parsonage Update – A committee has been formed to coordinate getting the parsonage ready to move into.
This committee will also schedule the moving date for volunteers to help with the move and a firewood gathering
date so Yvonne and Craig will have wood to burn this winter.
Ø Stewardship – Dave Thom reviewed the stewardship campaign from this fall. Members discussed.
New Business:
Ø Membership changes: Reed & Beth Haug to Our Savior’s Lutheran, Spearfish, SD; Ralph & Betty Sowder to
Pringle United Methodist.
Ø 2016 Budget Draft – Members reviewed the budget draft and discussed the cuts and revisions needed to
balance the budget. Dave Thom made a motion that we adopt the budget committee’s recommendation with
the adjustments that has been suggested. It was seconded. Members discussed and the motion was carried.
A congregational budget forum was set for January 10th between services, around 9:30 AM.
Ø Set Annual Meeting Date – the annual meeting date was set for January 31st at noon. There will be a potluck
after the second service followed by the meeting.
Ø Set Council Retreat Date – the retreat date has been tentatively set for February 20th from 8AM—2PM at
Outlaw Ranch.
Ø Nominating Committee – Members discussed the nominating process and reviewed whose terms are ending.
Dave Thom submitted his resignation from the nominating committee.
Ø Synod Capital Campaign – Pastor Tom discussed and handed out material on this national church wide
campaign.
2015 Goals & Lead Activities:
Ø Goal 1 – Average Weekly Worship: 239 – Our average year to date is 237.
Reflections on Mission and Ministry:
Ø Pastor’s Report – Pastor Tom reviewed his report.
Ø Outreach Minister Report – Yvonne shared her report and asked if there were any questions.

care & share...

JANUARY

Russ & Amy Bailey
Craig & Becky Black
John & Susan Culberson
Mike & Heather Hiltunen
Lonnie Hosman
Darlene Kainz
Mike & Sara* Janson
Rex & Janna Jorgensen
The January sign-up sheet is already at the Welcome Denny & Donna* McConnell
Center and the February sheet will be available at the Matt & Miriam Padilla
Welcome Center around the middle
Dan & Shirley Roddy
of January.
Jon & Jane Skaar
Please say yes when called....your Alan & Kim Webster
help is greatly appreciated!
Jared Webster
Thank you for serving the Lord in
David & Cindy Whitaker
this important way!!
Jim & Arbutus Winter
* Calling Coordinators

These are the monthly Care & Share groups for
January and February. The Coordinators will be
contacting you to find out which Sunday(s) you are
available to help. The areas where help is needed are:
Greeters, Ushers, Readers, Communion Servers and
Coffee Hosts. Note: The Sunday School children
serve as Greeters/Ushers at both services on the
second Sunday of each month.

FEBRUARY
Arny & Delores Anderson
Allen & Kim Canete
Nate & Erin Chowning
Linda & Gene Fennell
Matt Haugen
Darwin & Jerilee Hoeft
Dale & Donna Karsky
Liz Kleffner
Blaine & Joey Kortemeyer
Jim & Carol Laverick
Craig Lewis & Yvonne* Steindal
Rick March
John & Rae Mooney
Fred & Mary Rittberger
Karen Schleining
Dave & Sharon Smith
* Calling Coordinator
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Christmas 2
Friday, January 1: Name of Jesus
Saturday, January 2: Psalm 147:12-20; Proverbs 1:1-7; James 3:13-18
Sunday, January 3: Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; John 1:[1-9] 10-18
Monday, January 4: Psalm 72; Isaiah 6:1-5; Acts 7:44-53
Tuesday, January 5: Psalm 72; Jeremiah 31:7-14; John 1:[1-9] 10-18
Wednesday, January 6: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14;Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
Baptism of Our Lord
Thursday, January 7: Psalm 72; Daniel 2:1-19; Ephesians 4:17—5:1
Friday, January 8: Psalm 72; Daniel 2:24-49; Ephesians 5:15-20
Saturday, January 9: Psalm 72; Numbers 24:15-19; Luke 1:67-79
Sunday, January 10: Psalm 29; Isaiah 43:1-7; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Monday, January 11: Psalm 106:1-12; Judges 4:1-16; Ephesians 6:10-17
Tuesday, January 12: Psalm 106:1-12; Judges 5:12-21; 1 John 5:13-21
Wednesday, January 13: Psalm 106:1-12; Numbers 27:1-11; Luke 11:33-36
Epiphany 2
Thursday, January 14: Psalm 36:5-10; Jeremiah 3:1-5; Acts 8:18-24
Friday, January 15: Psalm 36:5-10; Jeremiah 3:19-25; 1 Corinthians 7:1-7
Saturday, January 16: Psalm 36:5-10; Jeremiah 4:1-4; Luke 11:14-23
Sunday, January 17: Psalm 36:5-10; Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11
Monday, January 18: Psalm 145; Isaiah 54:1-8; Romans 12:9-21
Tuesday, January 19: Psalm 145; Song of Solomon 4:1-8; 1 Corinthians 1:3-17
Wednesday, January 20: Psalm 145; Song of Solomon 4:9—5:1; Luke 5:33-39
Epiphany 3
Thursday, January 21: Psalm 19; Isaiah 61:1-7; Romans 7:1-6
Friday, January 22: Psalm 19; Nehemiah 2:1-10; Romans 12:1-8
Saturday, January 23: Psalm 19; Nehemiah 5:1-13; Luke 2:39-52
Sunday, January 24: Psalm 19; Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21
Monday, January 25: Psalm 119:89-96; Jeremiah 36:1-10; 1 Corinthians 14:1-12
Tuesday, January 26: Psalm 119:89-96; Jeremiah 36:11-26; 2 Corinthians 7:2-12
Wednesday, January 27: Psalm 119:89-96; Jeremiah 36:27-32; Luke 4:38-44
Epiphany 4
Thursday, January 28: Psalm 71:1-6; 2 Chronicles 34:1-7; Acts 10:44-48
Friday, January 29: Psalm 71:1-6; 2 Chronicles 35:20-27; Acts 19:1-10
Saturday, January 30: Psalm 71:1-6; 2 Chronicles 36:11-21; John 1:43-51
Sunday, January 31: Psalm 71:1-6; Jeremiah 1:4-10; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13;Luke 4:21-30
Monday, February 1: Psalm 56; 1 Kings 17:8-16; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16
Tuesday, February 2: Psalm 56; 2 Kings 5:1-14; 1 Corinthians 14:13-25
Wednesday, February 3: Psalm 56; Jeremiah 1:11-19; Luke 19:41-44

Council Representatives &
Committee or Ministry Team Leaders, please note:
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Annual Reports Due in the Office no later than January 18th
direct any questions to Donna in the office. Thanks! J
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lisa Fluck
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

