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Help Needed for soup suppers....

SOUP SUPPERS begin starting with Ash Wednesday on February 10th. We gather for a
simple, but hearty meal of soup and bread from 5:15—6 PM on Wednesdays in Lent from
February 10th through March 16th. If you’d like to take on cooking as a discipline of prayer
during Lent, please consider signing up to bring a batch of soup one of these weeks! Sign-up
sheets are located at the Welcome Center.

Let Your Light Shine!
Coming soon will be an opportunity to let your light shine at church. Annually, we spend $7,000+
for electricity at church and $1,200+ for the parsonage. Recently, Augie and I had the pleasure of
participating with an energy audit with Black Hills Power. We discovered all sorts of possibilities to
reduce our electric foot print and save money at church.
A plan was made and during lent a display will be set up where you can choose a light bulb to
purchase. We will be starting with 38 LED light bulbs that have an estimated total of cost of $898.00 and an annual
energy savings of $738.00. By making this investment we will be saving in the long run.
Thank you all for your help and making the lights shine at our church!
In Christ,
Carol Laverick

CLF Happenings

PAGE 2

CROSSROADS

THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
The group has been reading “THE RAPTURE EXPOSED” by Barbara Rossing. Everyone is welcome! Coffee and
fellowship (in the Fireside Room) at 9:30 AM with Study from 10:00-11:30 AM.

MEN’S BREAKFAST/BOOK STUDY...

The men’s book study group will meet in the Fireside Room on Saturday, February 6th at 8:00 AM
to eat breakfast and to continue discussing Brian McCaren’s book, We Make the Road by Walking.
Each chapter in this book stands alone for learning and conversation, so if you haven’t been part of
the group reading you are welcome to join in and the group won’t miss a beat. We’d love to have
you.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
3-H Club will meet Sunday, February 21st in the Fireside Room from 1:30-2:30. Come and
put the mid winter blues on the run. Fresh from San Francisco, CA - "Learn to let things go.
Life is too short to be in a funk all the time."

What’s Your Name, Again?
The second Sunday of every month – will be designated as Nametag Sunday! A table will be set up with self-stick
nametags and markers. Please stop, pick up a tag, print your name and wear it.
We may think we know everyone – but, the truth is we don’t. Every week we have newcomers among us. This is a
simple way of continuing to be a welcoming community of faith. The next Nametag Sunday will be February 14th!

CLF’s “Little Free Library”
Did you know that there are more than 30,000 Little Free Libraries around the world? Did you know that we have
one here at CLF? It sits next to the CLF sign as you enter the church parking lot. Anyone can use CLF’s “Little
Free Library”. The focus of this Library is Christian books for children and their parents. The idea is that you can
“Take A Book and Return A Book”.
CLF’s Little Free Library is up and running. It is fully stocked and includes a selection of Christmas books.
Please share with your family, friends and neighbors this news. Show them where it is. Explain its purpose.
Encourage its use. Show them how to use it. Use it yourself. Help us get the word out!

The Parsonage Smiles Again!
The busy bee Parsonage Team of a dozen or more energized Custer Lutheran Fellowship members is pleased to
report a new shine at the parsonage.
During January, the garage was cleaned out, swept, windows washed and a new firewall installed.
Inside the parsonage, rooms were painted, woodwork cleaned and oiled, windows washed, light fixtures dusted
and/or replaced, shades dusted, stove cleaned, linoleum floor cleaned and brightened, carpet refreshed, a new hot
water heater and refrigerator installed (upgraded and more efficient), dryer venting inspected and adjusted, and
several other upgrades and improvements were accomplished.
There is still work and improvements waiting to be done. Outside window casings need to be sanded and oiled or
stained. There are numerous general repair tasks, such as painting the outside and improving the deck, that will
need love and attention.
Discussion is taking place about spring and fall work as needed, landscaping, and other environs that will
communicate CLF’s core value of “Hospitality”.

VOLUME 14, ISSUE 2

Annual Meeting Highlights

PAGE 3

Annual Meeting Highlights—January 31, 2016…
¯ Good food, fellowship and meeting! Thanks to all who attended!
Elections and Appointments:
¯ Congregation Council—Paul Larson, Duane Martinz & Liz Mertz
¯ President—Dave Thom
¯ Vice-President—Harold Snow
¯ Synod Assembly—Craig Lewis and Gene & Linda Fennell (if no one else in interested)
¯ Nominating—Carol Laverick & Michelle Lehman
¯ Finance—Gene Fennell, & Dean Suelflow
¯ Endowment Fund—Lonnie Hosman & Jan Thom
2016 Budget—The 2016 Budget was presented by Lisa Fluck. She explained that our offerings were lower than
expected again for 2015. The 2016 changes are: all salaries will remain the same; Sara’s hours (Office Assistant) have
been cut from 2 days a week to 1 day and no Sundays; all mission support has been reduced by 27%. Even with these
cuts, we will still have a negative budget with expenses being about $3,800+ more than projected income. MSC to
approve the 2016 Budget.
Old Business:
] Endowment Policy—Changes to the policy were updated last year. No funds disbursed this year as balance didn’t
go above $100,000.
] 50-Year Anniversary—Steve Baldwin thanked everyone for their help and also for participating in the events.
] Stained Glass in Building—nothing was done with this. Council will discuss at next meeting.
New Business:
] Eagle Scout Projects & Thank You’s—Pastor Tom told about the Eagle Scout projects that we have been the
beneficiary the last couple of years. Ryan Jorgensen did some landscaping work to prevent water from coming into
the building during heavy rains. Ben Marchand has redone the playground area in back of the Fellowship Hall. Our
thanks to both for their work! This year, we have another Eagle Scout project coming up.
] SD Synod Capital Campaign—watched a short video outlining the campaign.
] Sale of Custer Highlands Property—have received an offer on the property located in Custer Highlands. It has been
listed at $16,500—we have been offered $14,000 minus fees. MSC to accept offer.
Installation of new council members and officers was held.

2016 Approved Mission Plan & Budget
Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Miss
Additional Debt Retirement
J Olson Trust
Elementary Ministry Support
Endowment/Youth House Funds
From Youth House Sales
Total Income
Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Stewardship/Care
Facility
Total Expense

2015 Actual

2016 Budget

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

388,858
1,311
1,753
615
5,000
150
433
20,302

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

375,000
0
1,700
0
8,085
7,350
0
17,271

$

418,422

$

409,406

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

174,971
10,371
5,980
56,968
84,241
88,987
421,518

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

178,740
11,616
5,550
38,907
83,349
95,082
413,244

The detailed budget can be found in the
annual report.
Copies are available in the Narthex.
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Thoughts From Pastor Tom!
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Dear friends,
I must confess that I am a bit of a statistics nerd. I’m the guy in the stands at a baseball game who doesn’t want
anyone talking to me because I might miss marking a play in my scorebook. Longtime CLF member Shirley
Overland taught me how to use census statistics to design programs and ministries that are helpful for our
neighbors. From the census statistics I learned that the median age in Custer County is the third oldest in the state
of South Dakota. Helpful to know. My wife has been rolling her eyes at me lately as we’ve been taking the
Financial Peace University class at church, and I have become the guy who can’t wait to make out the monthly
budget. I jumped for joy, literally, when the average weekly worship statistics for 2015 were compiled, and Custer
Lutheran Fellowship gained in average weekly worship attendance for the first time in seven years. Our
attendance went from 239 weekly to 240 weekly. I cheered not because it was a gain of one person on average
but because for a statistic to go up, it first must stop going down.
However, the statistics I like the best are the ones that reveal the commonalities of highly successful individuals
and groups of people. By success, I mean people who have excelled in their callings, whether that calling is
swinging a baseball bat or developing programs that help children. The “Rule of 10,000” is one of these highpowered statistics. In his book Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell found through interviews and statistical analysis that
many people who perform exceptionally well in their fields each had at least 10,000 hours of practice devoted to
learning that skill. Bill Gates was fortunate to have access to thousands of hours of computer time when he was a
teenager. The self-professed, computer nerd wasn’t more gifted than other smart children who liked computers, he
just practiced on them more often. The same study showed that most professional concert pianists were not piano
prodigies as children. Yes, they were slightly above average, but the big difference is they learned to fall in love
with practice. Almost all of the pianists studied had practiced at least 10,000 by the time they were 18 years old.
In recent years, many congregations have put more emphasis on the traditional “practices” of the Christian faith.
Worship, prayer, fellowship, acts of service, singing, and generosity don’t seem flashy, but they can really shape
our lives. Now don’t hear me wrong. I’m 100% Lutheran in my belief that doing these practices does not earn us
God’s favor. Jesus’ grace and mercy for us fallible people is all that we need. At the same time, I also believe that
faith practices can help us grow in the way we trust God’s promises in our daily lives. Martin Luther made a wise
statement about the Christian practice of resisting temptation when he said, “Just because the birds of temptation
are flying around your head, doesn’t mean you should build a nest in your hair.” Practicing concrete ways of
thinking and acting make a difference in our personal and community Christian walk.
As we enter into the season of Lent, I invite you to think about your faith practices. What are you doing well?
Where would you like to improve? Do you have any 10,000 hour places in your spiritual life to celebrate? The
people in my life who I consider to be exceptionally good at praying became that way by -- you guessed it – by
praying. Those who I admire for being tremendously generous? They practiced being givers. I think you get the
point. Those who learned to be spiritually fed by worshipping – guess again – scheduled worship into their lives.
I invite you to be very concrete this Lent, perhaps even do a bit of statistical analysis of your life. What are your
personal calendars and checkbooks revealing about your faith? How often are you touching base with your closest
friends and family? Are you praying? If you are fed by singing, when was the last time you sang? Reflecting on
how we practice our faith is the first step toward improving those practices. May God give us each the courage to
examine what we are doing with one of the most valuable statistics of all – the 24 hours that God have given us
today.
Peace and best wishes,
Pastor Tom Opoien

@ the CLF Library...
Books and materials concerning “Church Mission/Social Justice” are needed in the Library.
Please place items in the donation box outside the Fireside Room. Thank you.
~ Li Fjerestad & your Library Team

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, February 22nd, 11:30 AM at CLF
WHERE: Fireside Room
HOSTESSES: Linda Markegard & Barb Lewison
PROGRAM: Yvonne Steindal will speak regarding the SPARK Kids Program.
Pastor Larry Peterson was our speaker for our meeting in January. Larry gave us information about what is happening
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and at the Retreat Center. We all learned a lot from Larry. He complimented CLF
for its involvement at Pine Ridge.
At our meeting, we spoke about how fortunate we are to have the support of our congregation for all of our events. We
also thanked each other for all of the things that we accomplish during the year. We are looking forward to another
year of supporting missions, learning new things and having fun in 2016.
Our first major event in 2016 will be our annual Auction of Talents. The date will be announced later. For the auction,
we ask that contributions be made from anyone who would like to share the product of his/her talent. The auction is
always filled with fun and lots of action thanks to the talents of our auctioneers and the willingness of the folks doing
the bidding to take that bidding beyond what might be expected! It is a morning of lots of surprises! Plan to come and
enjoy a time of fellowship. All proceeds from the auction help WELCA support its missions locally and nationally.
We will continue hosting Bingo the first Friday of the month at Custer Regional Senior Care. Small stuffed animals and
seasonal items are always appreciated for this event. If you have anything to contribute, please leave it in the sewing
room with a label for bingo. The residents at the nursing home truly enjoy bingo! Thanks for any help that you can give
us with this project.
Quilting meets every Tuesday at 9:00 AM. All hands are greatly appreciated! No need to be a “quilter”.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

January—March Mission Project: Quilts for LWR & Local Needs
# Thread
# Cotton fabric suitable for making quilts
# Cotton blankets, and/or mattress pads for inside quilts
Your donations may be left in the Sewing Room.

Dear Members of Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
Thank you again for your part in promoting the Children’s Home Society Christmas books this past holiday season.
With your help and that of so many others we raised nearly $90,000 in book sales and sponsorships during the
2015 season. This brings our net total raised since 2002 to $1,061,000 in sponsorships and book sales!! I’ve
attached a press release with a few more details about this year and next!
Again, thank you for being such a great friend to CHS and partner for this project-- we could not do it without you!!
Take care, and be watching next fall for our new book “The Greatest Gift-The Wise Ones Journey”.
Tammy Roberts
Development Officer
Children’s Home Foundation

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

CROSSROADS

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB
Volunteers are needed for the CLF/CSC-that's the
"Clean Sidewalk Club." There is a sign-up sheet at
the Welcome Center in the Narthex for week days
or week-ends. There are two spaces for each
grouping. Thanks!!

Thursday Men’s Breakfast

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM and Friday
from 9AM to Noon. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Friday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday

7:00 AM — “Our Place”
Come join us for breakfast. There’s
always good conversation and good
food! Open to newcomers!

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the
option to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the
“ONLINE GIVING” link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up
regularly scheduled donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by
following the instructions. At this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions
only, however you can set-up your own login/password and make changes with your
giving at any time.

The Lutheran Social Services Office in Rapid City is looking for 80 sets of gently used twin-sized sheets to
be used in one of its residential programs for teens. If you have sheets that you are willing to donate, please
bring them to the Custer Lutheran Fellowship office.

2015 Budget thru December, 2015
2015 Actual

2015 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Youth House Building Sale
Elementary Ministry Support
J Olson Trust
Total Income

% of Budget

$ 388,857.63
$
1,310.93
$
1,753.00
$
615.00
$
433.16
$ 20,301.50
$
150.00
$
5,000.00
$ 418,421.22

$ 415,000.00
$
1,200.00
$
1,200.00
$
2,000.00
$
8.000.00
$ 20,301.00
$
$
$ 447,701.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(26,142.37)
110.93
553.00
(1,385.00)
(7,566.84)
.50

93.7%
109.2%
146.1%
30.8%
5.4%
100.0%

(29,279.78)

93.5%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 114,081.04
$ 10,370.80
$
5,979.88
$ 76,372.23
$ 214,713.96
$ 421,517.91

$ 115,200.00
$ 11,616.00
$
5,425.00
$ 76,704.00
$ 248,895.00
$ 457,840.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

(1,118.96)
(1,245.20)
554.88
(331.77)
(34,181.04)
(36,322.09)

99.0%
89.3%
110.2%
99.6%
86.3%
92.1%
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
My focus this month will be on getting a Grief Support Group started. It will be an 8 week group
held on Thursday evenings from 6:30 PM to approximately 8:00 PM starting on February 18th to
April 14th. At our first meeting we can discuss if this time works for most people. I do
understand you may not be able to get to each one but each session will build on the previous readings with some
reading involved. Pastor Tom & Outreach Minister Yvonne will attend several sessions as well. It is open to all
members of our congregation as well as community members.
Please contact me (673-4424) or the church if you want to attend. I also want to mention that at the March 28th
W/ELCA meeting we will have a speaker from Custer Regional regarding the great news of digital mammography
available at the Custer Radiology department. We really want to get the word out on this as the Southern Hills has
a very poor record of getting recommended mammograms. Look in the Narthex for some flyers on this. We are
grateful that so far we have been spared any severe weather & low numbers of flu cases. Still be prepared with the
vaccine as the worst may be coming. Healthy in body, spirit and mind.
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Mental Health Awareness...
We had some good attendance at our presentation on Suicide Awareness & Mental Health in December. I would
like to get a new NAMI "Connection" group started. We know there are a high number of people who must deal
with their mental illness on a daily basis. It affects not only themselves but their jobs, family and general well being.
This group is a peer group for those who suffer with any form of mental illness. It is led by myself and another
person who has gone through special training in leading these groups. Just the support you may get from another
& the group can be such a benefit. Please contact me if you have any interest.
Once I have enough people to start a group we can work on details such as time & day to meet.
Healthy mind, healthy spirit.
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

God’s Work. Our Hands.
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for your
Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work – Our
Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
ª A big crew of people helped to prepare the parsonage by cleaning and painting: Lois Anderson, Gary &
Rosemary Chappell, Arley & Pam Fadness, Pat Hattervig, Augie & Cindy Heyne, Jim & Carol Laverick,
Mackenzie Laverick, Phil Lewison, Linda Markegard, Connie McKinney, Rae Mooney, Camille Riner, Kathy
Scheibe, Dave & Sharon Smith, Mark Thompson and Gary Williams.
ª These folks provided pick-ups, trailers and strong backs to move Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal and her
husband, Craig Lewis from Rapid City to Custer: Rudy & Lois Anderson, Steve Baldwin, Allen Canete, Paul
Horsted & Camille Riner, Anna Marie Riner, Merrell & Vicki Hoveskeland, Mary Olson, Larry & Lorna
Reichenberg, Dave & Jan Thom, Mark & Bonnie Thompson and Gary Williams.

A big thank you for all the cards and expressions of congratulations on our 60th anniversary. We have been
blessed in many ways all these years. We thank God for this loving church family and the community we live in.
~ Rudy & Lois Anderson
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SPARK Kids...
SPARK Kids is held every Wednesday afternoon after school. We pick up the children at school and bring them to
church. It is a fast paced afternoon of learning activities that center around a Bible story. There is time for snacks,
stories, games, science experiments, arts and crafts. You can see all the fun we are having each week by keeping
updated on CLF’s Facebook page. We post photos each week.
At 5:00 PM SPARK Kids help to set up for our weekly Wednesday NightLife meal. Children and their families are
invited to stay and eat together. Afterwards there is a brief time of worship. We are done by 6:30 PM.
Children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 are invited to join SPARK Kids. Please contact the Church Office for
registration materials. There is no cost for children to participate.
The upcoming Bible story schedule is as follows:
ª February 3 – “The Beginning of the End” – Isaiah 3:1-13, 14:1-5, 48:8-9, 53:1-2
ª February 10 – “The Kingdom’s Fall” – Jeremiah 1:4-10, 2:21-28, 5:1-2, 16:17-19; 2 Chronicles 36:1-16
ª February 17 – “God Watches Over Daniel” – Daniel 6:1-23
ª February 24 – “The Return Home” – Ezra 1:1-7, 3:10-13; Haggai 1:2-11; Zechariah 8:2-22

Wednesday NightLife...

Remember this! Our regular Wednesday NightLife program will be held on February 3rd. Since it is the first
Wednesday of the month this means it will be a Potluck. Please bring a food item to share. A stop at the grocery
store before you arrive is just fine. Providing a dessert is perfectly acceptable! We will provide the Chicken from
Lynn’s DakotaMart as well as coffee and lemonade.
The following Wednesday, February 10th is the start of Lent. A slightly different schedule applies. Read that
information elsewhere in this newsletter.

Spotlight on Confirmation...

Beginning on February 10th - Ash Wednesday – Faith Mentors will meet each week with their Confirmation Youth. They
will share a meal together, worship together and have a guided conversation on a specific faith topic. An orientation for
all Faith Mentors (new and returning) will be held on Sunday, February 7th at 9:30 AM in the Fireside Room.
Put this on your family calendars NOW! The Middle School Retreat at Outlaw Ranch will be held the weekend of
Friday-Saturday, March 4-5. The theme is “Life.” How are you living your life? What about your faith life? Learn how
you can find a balance. There will be games, worship, Bible study, outdoor activities and a service project. The cost is
$56. No one will be turned away due to lack of funds – so please let us assist you. All kids should get to go to camp!

Sunday School News...
For the next several months children thru Grade 5 are invited to participate in a monthly Sunday School “Retreat”.
(This is instead of a weekly Sunday School program.) This is a fun time to spend a small chunk of time with friends
learning about the faith in a different way.
The next retreat is scheduled for Sunday, February 14th from 11:45 AM to 2:00 PM. We will begin with lunch
together. Afterwards, our Outreach Minister – Yvonne Steindal will lead us in a time of learning focused on this year’s
Mission Project – Walk For Water. There will be games, learning activities and craft projects all based around the
theme of water. It will be lots of fun. We can’t wait to have all children be a part of this afternoon! Invite your friends!

Walk For Water...
Clean water and sanitation can mean the difference between life and death. Constructing wells and training local
workers to maintain them, teaching farmers how to grow more crops with less water, and improving sanitation and
hygiene are part of the life-changing power to this year’s Walk For Water emphasis.
The second Sunday of every month (February 14th) we invite you to contribute to our “Noisy Offering”. At the close of
the Children’s Message – children will collect your coins, bills and checks and place these gifts in our special “Noisy
Offering” milk can.
February 14th is also Valentine’s Day. What a wonderful way to show our love for our neighbors with an extra gift this
month! So, dig deep and share a loving gift.
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Rap Group
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Rap Group Calendar...

Sunday, February 7rth— 9:35 AM, Monthly planning meeting. This month we will being planning our March service
project to purchase and assemble the backpacks for the elementary food program.
Sunday, February 21st — 1:00 PM, Wood cutting and splitting behind the church

Rap Group Food Drive a Success...
Thank you to members of the congregation who donated food to the Rap Group food drive in December. The food
collected was delivered to the Wildcat Food Pantry. This pantry is located in the Junior/Senior High Counselor’s
office. Enough food was collected to refill the shelves.

Please notify Pastor Tom or Outreach Minister, Yvonne when:

Ø There is a hospitalization in your family
Ø There is a death in your family
Ø You would like a pastoral visit
Ø There is a birth or adoption
Ø Someone becomes homebound
Ø Someone becomes unemployed
Ø There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the body
of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pastor Tom Opoien
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
tom_clf@gwtc.net
yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
605-440-2784 (cell)
673-4691 (church)
605-593-6165 (cell)

care & share...

FEBRUARY

Arny & Delores Anderson
Allen & Kim Canete
Nate & Erin Chowning
Linda & Gene Fennell
Matt Haugen
Darwin & Jerilee Hoeft
Dale & Donna Karsky
Liz Kleffner
Blaine & Joey Kortemeyer
The February sign-up sheet is already at the
Welcome Center and the March sheet will be
Jim & Carol Laverick
available at the Welcome Center Craig Lewis & Yvonne* Steindal
around the middle of February.
Rick March
Please say yes when called....
John & Rae Mooney
your help is greatly appreciated! Fred & Mary Rittberger
Thank you for serving the Lord in Karen Schleining
Dave & Sharon Smith
this important way!!
* Calling Coordinator

These are the monthly Care & Share groups for
February and March. The Coordinators will be
contacting you to find out which Sunday(s) you are
available to help. The areas where help is needed
are: Greeters, Ushers, Readers, Communion
Servers and Coffee Hosts. Note: The Sunday
School children serve as Greeters/Ushers at both
services on the second Sunday of each month.

MARCH
Ralph & Pat Bueschel
Sandi Cutshall
Jackie Hartwick
Monni & Karen Karim
Don & Karen Kraus
Marlys LeFevre
Linda Markegard
Scott Olson
Matt & Steph Ornelas
Dale Schaffer & Bonnie Carr
Lonnie & Sarah Schryvers
Barb Severin
Harold* & Ann Snow
Sott & Lori Svoboda
Amber & Jarred Yates
Dean & Paula Young
Craig & Roberta Walz
Tim & Tammy Wicks
* Calling Coordinator
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Council Meeting Highlights
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Council Minutes – January 19, 2016
Treasurer’s Report — Pastor Tom reviewed the financial report for this month.
Special Agenda Item — a concern about the endowment was discussed and then directed to be addressed by the
endowment committee.
Unfinished Business:
ª Thrivent Choice – Members discussed the disbursement of $500 which was specified for Wednesday
NightLife Food but wasn’t needed. Members discussed. A motion was made that we put this money into
elementary ministry support. It was seconded and carried.
ª CLF Building Security Plan Update – Pastor Tom informed members that the dutch door has been installed
in the office.
ª Energy Audit Recommendations Update – Carol Laverick reviewed the recommendations. Augie has
installed the new energy efficient water heater in the parsonage and plans for insulating the wall between the
garage and house will be done this weekend. Let Your Light Shine Sunday will take place during Lent.
ª Parsonage Update – Yvonne reported that the parsonage has been fully painted and cleaned inside. A
parsonage committee has been formed consisting of: Phil Lewison, Dave & Sharon Smith, Pam Fadness, Linda
Markegard, and Gary & Rosemary Chappell.
ª 2016 Budget – President Lehman reported that the budget forum was well attended and brought up some
good discussion. Council members continued to discuss budget cuts. A motion was made that we submit the
budget proposed at the budget forum at the annual meeting. It was seconded and carried.
ª SD Synod Capital Campaign – Pastor Tom asked for a little guidance on this synod campaign. Members
discussed. A motion was made that we participate in this capital campaign.
New Business:
ª Membership changes: None
ª Annual Meeting Agenda – members reviewed the agenda and discussed. Carol will pick up chicken from
Lynn’s Dakotamart.
ª Revised Office Assistant Job Description – Pastor Tom presented and reviewed the revised duties for Sara
because of the reduction in her hours. A motion was made that we approve the job description revision with a
clarification on vacation. It was seconded and carried.
2015 Goals & Lead Activities:
ª Goal 1 – Average Weekly Worship: 239 – Pastor Tom reported that we met our attendance goal and had a
weekly attendance of 240.
Reflections on Mission and Ministry:
ª Pastor’s Report – Pastor Tom reviewed his report.
ª Outreach Minister Report – Yvonne reviewed her report.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns:
ª Endowment – there will not be a payout this year due to the market.
ª Health Ministry – the team will be sponsoring a grief support group in February.
ª Social Ministry – Yvonne Steindal reported that the team met tonight to work on highlighting a mission every
month at the early and late services.
ª Stewardship – Dave Thom reviewed our past stewardship drives and reviewed the trends he saw.
ª W/ELCA – Yvonne Steindal reported that W/ELCA will meet this week and Larry Peterson will be the guest
speaker.
ª Outreach – Yvonne Steindal reported that the team will be doing a welcome for new members in April.
ª Worship & Music – Pastor Tom met with the worship and music group to adjust the schedule for the reduced
power points and worship band performances. Due to the reduction in Sara’s hours we will be having the same
music at both services more often.
ª Youth – Liz Mertz reported that they played Roman’s and Christians during the Christmas break. RAP group
met last Sunday. The RAP group has been working on hauling and splitting wood to sell this summer.

Thank You…
Wow! Craig and I want to thank you for all you have done to make it possible for us to move in to the parsonage.
We are overwhelmed by the generosity of so many people who took time to donate boxes, fill up the shed with
firewood, paint, clean and move us from Rapid City to Custer. We look forward to serving in your midst for many
years to come. We are excited to call Custer – home! Blessings, Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Epiphany 4
Monday, February 1: Psalm 56; 1 Kings 17:8-16; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16
Tuesday, February 2: Psalm 56; 2 Kings 5:1-14; 1 Corinthians 14:13-25
Wednesday, February 3: Psalm 56; Jeremiah 1:11-19; Luke 19:41-44
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Thursday, February 4: Psalm 99; Deuteronomy 9:1-5; Acts 3:11-16
Friday, February 5: Psalm 99; Deuteronomy 9:6-14; Acts 10:1-8
Saturday, February 6: Psalm 99; Deuteronomy 9:15-24; Luke 10:21-24
Sunday, February 7: Psalm 99; Exodus 34:29-35; 2 Corinthians; Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a)
Monday, February 8: Psalm 35:11-28; Exodus 35:1-29; Acts 10:9-23a
Tuesday, February 9: Psalm 35:11-28; Ezekiel 1:1—2:1; Acts 10:23b-33
Wednesday, February 10: Psalm 51:1-17; Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12; 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10;
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Lent 1
Thursday, February 11: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Exodus 5:10-23; Acts 7:30-34
Friday, February 12: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Exodus 6:1-13; Acts 7:35-42
Saturday, February 13: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Ecclesiastes 3:108; John 12:27-36
Sunday, February 14: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13
Monday, February 15: Psalm 17; 1 Chronicles 21:1-17; 1 John 2:1-6
Tuesday, February 16: Psalm 17; Zechariah 3:1-10; 2 Peter 2:4-21
Wednesday, February 17: Psalm 17; Job 1:1-22; Luke 21:34—22:6
Lent 2
Thursday, February 18: Psalm 27; Genesis 13:1-7, 14-18; Philippians 3:2-12
Friday, February 19: Psalm 27; Genesis 14:17-24; Philippians 3:17-20
Saturday, February 20: Psalm 27; Psalm 118:26-29; Matthew 23:37-39
Sunday, February 21: Psalm 27; Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Philippians 3:17—4:1; Luke 13:31-35
Monday, February 22: Psalm 105:1-15 (16-41)42; Exodus 33:1-6; Romans 4:1-12
Tuesday, February 23: Psalm 105:1-15 (16-41)42; Numbers 14:10b-24; Corinthians 10:1-13
Wednesday, February 24: Psalm 105:1-15 (16-41)42; 2 Chronicles 20:1-22; Luke 13:22-31
Lent 3
Thursday, February 25: Psalm 63:1-8; Daniel 3:19-30; Revelation 2:8-11
Friday, February 26: Psalm 63:1-8; Daniel 12:1-4; Revelation 3:1-6
Saturday, February 27: Psalm 63:1-8; Isaiah 5:1-7; Luke 6:43-35
Sunday, February 28: Psalm 63:1-8; Isaiah 55:1-9; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9
Monday, February 29 : Psalm 39; Jeremiah 11:1-17; Romans 2:1-11
Tuesday, March 1: Psalm 39; Ezekiel 17:1-10; Romans 2:12-16
Wednesday, March 2: Psalm 39; Numbers 13:17-27; Luke 13:18-21

Congratulations to Ella-Lea Pond on her
baptism that took place at Custer Lutheran
Fellowship on January 14, 2016.
Congratulations to Ella-Lea’s mom, Wendy,
and to the entire Pond and Hattervig
families as well.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lisa Fluck
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

