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Summer worship time to change to 9:30 AM on May 24th...
Beginning on Sunday, May 24th we will be switching to one Sunday morning
worship service for the summer months. We will gather for worship each Sunday
at 9:30 AM with fellowship hour and coffee to follow. There are a number of
reasons that we are trying this new schedule.
Goal one is to help members of our congregation to get to know each other better.
Often people who exclusively worship at only the early or late service are surprised
when they meet someone who they assume is new to the community but in reality
has been attending “the other” service for years. Hopefully, many people will also
be able to stay and visit with old friends and with newcomers following worship.
Goal two is to have one service that has enough people to create a pleasant
sense of fullness during the summer months. As we welcome summer
vacationers, we would like to give them a chance to experience the music and
fellowship that comes when a larger group of people are gathered together.
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On Sunday, May 3rd at the 11:00 AM worship service we will
celebrate Confirmation Sunday. Katy Bradeen, Trent Hiltunen,
Wyatt Hudson, Marlee Schneider and Siri Trandem along with their
parents, families, sponsors, mentors and the whole church will
gather as they “affirm their baptisms” through the service
confirmation and take a significant step on their journey of faith.
There will be a reception before the service to celebrate with them,
but please also include them in your prayers as these young people profess their
faith before God and the whole church and assume even greater responsibility in
the life and ministry of Jesus’ work in and to the world.

Recognition & Blessing of Graduates...
Please join us in celebrating with graduates and their families! On
Sunday, May 10th at either worship service, we will recognize and
offer a special blessing to graduates. Then on graduation day
(which is Saturday, May 16th this year) graduates and their
families will gather for the annual Graduation Brunch in the
morning at Custer Lutheran Fellowship. Please keep the graduates in your
prayers this month and if you are able to bring food that morning, please let
someone in the office know. There will also be a sign-up sheet for food at
the Welcome Center.
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The Last Men’s Breakfast/Book Study Until Fall...
will be on Saturday, May 2nd at 8:00 AM in the Fireside Room. The monthly men’s book study has been reading &
discussing the book, We Make the Road By Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation,
and Activation by Brian McLaren. Pastor Tom is leading this study, and breakfast is served. If you are newcomer
to the congregation, consider visiting this group. The discussion will be lively, and friendships will be made and
strengthened. Even if you haven’t been part of the study so far, you are welcome to join in mid-book.
The McLaren book is described as “having everything you need to explore what a difference an honest, living,
growing faith can make in our world today” (from the summary on the front flap of the book).
You can read a summary of the book and purchase it at www.amazon.com.

Thursday 9:30 AM Christian Book Study...
In May, the Thursday 9:30 AM Christian Book Study will finish reading “FALLING UPWARD: A Spirituality for the
Two Halves of Life” by Richard Rohr. It’s not too late to join in! Books can still be purchased from Donna in the
office. For more information on the book study, please contact Lois Anderson, 673-4813. Once we finish the
book we will take a break over the summer and then resume again in the fall.

“NOISY OFFERING” TO CONTINUE ONE SUNDAY A MONTH...
As part of the Sunday School Mission Offering this year to aid the ELCA Malaria Campaign, we
will have a “Noisy Offering” one Sunday a month. Feel free to send your pocket change with a
child to throw in the cream can! The next noisy offering will be on May 17th.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
The 3-H Club (Humor Health Hangout) will NOT meet in May due to the busyness of the month.
We will start up again in September. Till then, remember “Attitude is important, pick a good one”.

Let’s Welcome These New Members!
In April we received into the community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship six families. We
give thanks for God’s hand in bringing them to our door. Please be sure to greet and
welcome them to our CLF family!
Roe and Pat Eidsness retired and moved to Rochford from Sioux Falls – where they
were the mission developers at Westside Lutheran Church. They are avid bicyclers.
They have four children, 13 grandchildren and four great-grandchildren – so we can guess where they spend a lot
of their time!
Craig and Lori Goth and their children Spencer, Hayden and Lauren are joining as Associate Members. They live
in Spirit Lake, Iowa but have purchased property in the Black Hills and are in the area regularly.
Leslie Noem moved to Custer when she married long time member, Larry Noem. She likes being a grandma and
in her spare time enjoys reading, crocheting, gardening and baking.
Larry Peterson lives at Outlaw Ranch where he is a full-time volunteer! His passion is organizing cross-cultural
experiences for Lakota and non-Indian people. In his spare time he enjoys hiking, biking and horses.
Dave and Sharon Smith live in Rapid City just behind Old McDonald’s Farm. They visited many churches in the
area. After worshipping at CLF first time, they left knowing that they had found their church home!
Larry and Lorna Reichenberg love living in the small community of Custer – the beautiful area, the people and the
climate. Larry enjoys yard work and working on cars. Lorna is learning how to quilt.
In addition to these new members we are thankful for their Mentors – who will walk this journey of faith with them
over the next year. Li Fjerestad and Gary Williams will be mentors to Roe and Pat Eidsness. Phil and Barb
Lewison will serve as mentors to Larry Peterson. Dave and Jan Thom will be mentors to Dave and Sharon Smith.
Norbert and Jane Faulstich are mentors to Larry and Lorna Reichenberg.
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Promises, Promises …
Sunday, May 3rd is a day of promises. At the 11:00 AM worship service we will celebrate the Affirmation of Baptism
(also known as Confirmation) of five of our youth – Katy Bradeen, Trent Hiltunen, Wyatt Hudson, Marlee Schneider
and Siri Trandem. At that time they will make a series of six promises. They echo the promises first made by their
parents and godparents on the day of their baptism so long ago. It is a time to rejoice in the promises of God!
Promise is a very important theme in the Bible. The word covenant means promise. The Bible talks repeatedly
about God’s covenant – God’s promise. In the Old Testament story of Noah’s Ark, God clearly seals God’s
covenant with a sign – a rainbow. This is the symbol of the special promise of love between God and God’s
people. The New Testament is the story of the new covenant – Jesus. In fact, the very word Testament means
covenant. And so, the Bible is really the story of the Old and the New promises of God for God’s people.
Promises are easy to make but much more difficult to keep. It is a commitment. But we have a God who always
keeps promises … no matter what we may do or not do. It is in baptism that God makes a commitment to us. We
become children of God. We are adopted into God’s family – the church. With a splash of water, God clearly says
that we belong to God. And nothing, not our human screw-ups or even death, can separate us from the love and
commitment of God.
On their Confirmation day, our youth say YES to the promises first made by their parents, godparents and the
entire church family. Those promises are: “…to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism; to
live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good
news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people following the example of Jesus, and to strive for
justice and peace in all the earth.”
It is not a small thing that we ask our youth to do. The words have a depth of meaning that is profound. Most of us
adult saints fall short of these promises. Our youth are making a commitment about how they want to live their
lives as faithful Christians. It is a covenant of monumental proportions. Do we really mean it?
We often forget the promises that come immediately after the promises made by our confirmands. The question is
asked of us – God’s family, the church – “People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and
pray for them in the life of Christ?” You see, just as in baptism, we are ALL part of the promise. We enter a joint
responsibility, a sacred trust to walk with each other in a lifelong journey of faith. It is not an easy thing. It is not
something to be taken lightly. Do we really mean it?
It has been said that the Christian faith is always just one generation away from extinction. Our youth cannot be
expected to do it alone. The promises of Confirmation are just too overwhelming. They will screw it up – just as
we adults screw it up. But together as a church family we can pick each other up and help one another keep those
promises. Let’s get to work!
Christ Makes Life Exciting!
Yvonne

Would you be interested...
in one of these volunteer positions at the Wednesday NightLife Meal this fall?
• Semi-professional peanut butter & jelly sandwich maker: Sandwiches can be made at home or in the
church kitchen. Bread, PB and J will be provided.
• Large and small can opener and dumper. Under the direction of the main cook, this position would open
cans, slice vegetables and other things with knives and put them in pots.
• Dessert maker or purchaser. This position will require a person to make a couple of dozen of Rice Krispy
bars or a similar type of dessert or will require a person to stop in the cookie aisle at the grocery store and
purchase a couple of bags of cookies.
If you would be interested in these or other small positions to help with the Wednesday NightLife Meals in the
autumn, please let Yvonne, Donna, or Pastor Tom know. We’re in the process of trying to plan meals under the
slogan, “Many Hands Make Light Work.”

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:
WHEN: Monday, May 18th — 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: Marion Bangsund & Marlene Tucker
PROGRAM: TBA

The Bear Butte Spring Gathering was held at CLF on Saturday, April 18th. It was a special event made even
more special because of the work that so many folks from CLF did to help. We need to be proud of our
congregation and the talents that they are so willing to share to make us look good.
W/ELCA will be in charge of supplying Summer Sack Lunches during the week of June 8th—June 12th. We will
be packing the first round of those lunches on Monday, June 8th at 9:00 AM in the church kitchen.
On Monday, May 18th, we will meet in the kitchen to clean it at 8:30 AM. Anyone is welcome to come and
help.
We are working to put together a table for CLF’s 50th Anniversary Celebration. If you have pictures or items
of interest that could be used on that table, please see Jackie Hartwick or call 673-2428.
“A job well done” goes to our quilting group. Since January, they have made and given away 61 quilts. Those
quilts have been used locally, as well as going to LWR. The value of this program is greatly appreciated!
Thanks, ladies!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs
of interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

April — June Mission Project: WEAVE

ª
ª
ª
ª

Paper products – tissues, toilet paper
Shampoo, soaps, lotions
Feminine products
Laundry soap

Donations can be placed on the cart in the Narthex.

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
Outdoor Landscaping
Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Hand Bells

Recent Memorials:
∗ Received to the glory of God and in memory of Dorothy Delicate from Darwin & Jerrilee Hoeft

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

CROSSROADS

Library News...

Books — Books — Books

Do you have any beautiful and colorful books you could
donate for the children’s reading area in the Fireside
Room? If so, please place them in the Donation Box.
Religious children’s books are especially needed.
Thank you so much

The church office will
be closed on Monday,
May 25th for observance
of Memorial Day.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the
option to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the
“ONLINE GIVING” link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up
regularly scheduled donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by
following the instructions. At this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions
only, however you can set-up your own login/password and make changes with your
giving at any time.

Kindergarten Roundup & Pre-Registration

Roundup for children turning 5 by September 1, 2015 will be held at the Custer Elementary School, 1415
Wildcat Lane on Monday—Wednesday, May 18—20, 2015. Appointments are necessary. Please call
673-4483 to make your appointment.

2015 Budget thru March, 2015
2015 Actual

2015 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Youth House Building Sale
Total Income

% of Budget

$ 106,656.41
$
346.50
$
858.00
$
365.00
$
20.00
$ 20,301.50
$ 128,547.41

$ 103,750.00
$
300.00
$
300.00
$
500.00
$
2.000.00
$ 20,301.00
$ 127,151.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,906.41
46.50
558.00
(135.00)
(1,980.00)
.50
1,396.41

102.8%
115.5%
286.0%
73.0%
1.0%
100.0%
101.1%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 29,802.46
$
2,598.87
$
1,044.19
$ 18,108.61
$ 60,558.76
$ 112,112.89

$ 28,800.00
$
3,100.03
$
1,356.25
$ 19,196.00
$ 62,223.76
$ 114,656.04

$
$
$
$
$
$

1,002.46
(501.16)
(312.06)
(1,067.39)
(1,665.00)
(2,543.15)

103.5%
83.8%
77.0%
94.4%
97.3%
97.8%
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
I do believe (don’t quote me) I think spring is here!! Been too cautious to say that sooner, but
May is this week. We’ve been getting some very needed rain & I hope no one is complaining
about that! It’s also allergy season which affects many people, limiting their time outdoors doing
what they love. If you are not under a doctor’s care for this, it’s time to see someone who may be able to help you
through. No one wants to be stuck inside all the time. Speaking of being out side, it’s a great way to get the
Vitamin D that our body needs in order to absorb calcium. Many people in the Midwest have low levels because of
the colder seasons. Also the Vitamin D will make you feel better physically & emotionally. Do be careful to protect
your skin from too many UV rays by using an appropriate amount of sunscreen. I remember my younger days
spent laying on the beach by Lake Michigan. I don’t remember much being said about the exposure to the sun.
We used a sunscreen only to prevent sunburns. Enjoy these wonderful days of spring. We have been working on
the educational presentation for CPR, AED & first aid. Just need to coordinate with the trainer to set a time now. If
you haven’t signed up you are still welcome to come. We are also meeting between services on May 10th to get the
info on “Go for your Goal” & share ideas for improving our physical exercise. God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Learning More about Mental Health...
This month the focus is on Schizophrenia. I can remember the misconceptions on it. We would think of a Dr Jekyll
& Mr. Hyde type of situation. With Schizophrenia, there is a chemical imbalance or mix-up of messages in their
brains. They become mixed up with reality often caused by triggers. They often have auditory hallucinations,
hearing voices, sometimes the voices tell them to do things that are bad or their perceptions of themselves is
painful. Under a proper doctor’s care & medication they can be functional people. It is surprising how many
talented people have this diagnosis. Left untreated they can become incapacitated. God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

God’s Work. Our Hands.
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for
your Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work –
Our Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
v A group from CLF took a Road Trip to Rapid City to participate in the While Eagle (formerly Woyatan)
Dancers Group at the Mother Butler Center.
v The Women of the ELCA hosted the Bear Butte Conference Spring Gathering at CLF. They took up a Love
Offering for WEAVE which include paper products (tissues, toilet paper); shampoo, soaps and lotions;
feminine products, laundry soap. They will continue to take your donations through June.
v Confirmation Youth participated in a Servant Event where they learned how to tie quilts. They also helped
set up the worship space for Quilt Sunday.
v The Quilters celebrated Quilt Sunday. The quilts they made this year are used locally, shared with Pine
Ridge and shipped to Lutheran World Relief. The need is great!
v In addition, the Quilters made a large quilt that will be donated to Lutheran Outdoors for their annual Auction
fundraiser.
v Our High School RAP Group and their families served as the “Care & Share” Group for the month of April.
This is an opportunity to share in the leadership “chores” for our church family – readers, ushers, greeters
and communion servers. Let’s follow their example and all sign up for a month!
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SPARK Kids...
There are only a few weeks left of SPARK Kids! On Wednesday afternoons, children in Kindergarten through
Grade 5 are picked up at school and transported to church. Our time together is a fast-moving pace of learning
activities including snacks, stories, games, science experiments, arts and crafts. Lots of fun and new friends! Come
on over and be a part of it! In May, SPARK Kids will continue to explore Bible stories from the New Testament:
] May 6 –The Sower; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
] May 13 – Walking on Water; Matthew 14:22-33
] May 20 – The Widow’s Offering; Mark 12:38-44
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:00 PM. In May, there will not be any meals or worship afterwards.
Parents can pick up their children upstairs.

Sunday School News...
There are 3 weeks left of regular Sunday School! Classes will be from 9:45—10:45 AM on May 3rd, 10th and 17th
and will be held in the Sunday School room. Hoping to see many children attending. We can’t wait to see you!
We are looking for pictures of Sunday School from the past 50 years. If you have any to share, please make a copy
and get them to Linda Fennell by the end of May. Call her at 673-2913 to let you know you have them.

Thank You… Custer Lutheran Church Sunday School!
Thank you for your support of the ministry of Woyatan. According to our records, you contributed a total of $83.25 in
2014. Because of your generosity, we were able to:
v Hold regular worship services with an average attendance of 100 people.
v Helping individual’s get in touch with Jesus Christ and their own culture.
v Feed hungry families.
v Host a weekly Native Culture night during the summer.
v Have Bible study.
v Provide spiritual support for individuals who were incarcerated and for their families.
v Host a Thanksgiving feast.
v Provided about 90 children with Christmas gifts.
v Host a Christmas feast.
v Offer “Wellbriety” (a Native American culturally based recovery program) for those recovering from addiction,
and also AA to help people recover.
v Contribute to the Mission Support fund of the South Dakota Synod.
v Continue to reach out to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ and grow God’s kingdom in the Rapid City
area.
v Transition assistance back to society.
We thank God for you and for your commitment to the work of Jesus Christ through this ministry. May God bless
and keep you today and always. Yours in Christ, Tracy Thompson

Camps for Kids...
Have you signed up for camp yet? Don’t let financial concerns be an issue for you. Let us help. Talk to our
Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal – we will make sure you and your child can get to camp. You won’t regret it!
K-5 Parents & Grandparents Overnight. June 19-20. (Friday 4:30 PM – Saturday 4:30 PM) Come explore
Outlaw Ranch through worship, singing, crafts, Bible study, games and much more! This program offers a chance
for K-5th grade campers and parents/grandparents to pack all of the fun and adventure of camp into 24 hours. It’s a
blast you don’t want to miss! Cost: $95.00 for adult, $45.00 for children.
CLF Day Camp. Monday, July 27 – Friday, July 31. (9:00 AM – 3:00 PM) Gather each day at church to explore the
theme “No Matter What” based on Romans 8:39 – “Nothing can separate us from the love of God.” The staff from
Outlaw Ranch will lead the campers in Bible study, worship, songs, games, crafts and much more. This is a week
of Christ-centered fun for all! You can sign up for Day Camp by calling the church office.

Rap Group
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Rap Group May Schedule...
Sunday, May 10: Graduate Recognition at 8:30 & 11:00 AM worship services
Sunday, May 10: 10:00 AM — Monthly planning meeting after having cake with the graduates between services
Seniors — please be available at 9:30 to take pictures with the cake before it is cut!
Saturday, May 16: 9:00 AM — Brunch for high school graduates and their guests
Wood cutting & splitting date to be announced
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thank You for Your Support of the
Rap Group to Serve at Easter Pancake Breakfast...

The Rap Group continued the annual tradition of serving a pancake breakfast on Easter Sunday. Thank you to the
many people who supported this fundraiser with financial and other gifts. The high schoolers raised almost $800.
This offering will be used for their trip to Detroit, Michigan on July 14-19, 2015 for the National Youth Gathering of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Thirteen high school students and three adults from Custer
Lutheran Fellowship will be traveling to Detroit to participate in the event.

Spotlight on Confirmation...

The Service of Confirmation for Eighth Graders will be held on Sunday, May 3rd at the 11:00 AM service.
We are still looking for youth to register for Confirmation Camp. We will be heading to NeSoDak the week of June
7—12 for this fun-filled week. In the morning we will have a time of study with our Outreach Minister, Yvonne
Steindal. The rest of the day will be filled with lots of camp activities like swimming, games and Bible study with your
camp counselor. Don’t miss out! The total registration cost is $421. A $100 scholarship from CLF will be given
towards the registration fee for each youth attending Confirmation Camp.
We invite Confirmation Youth to come and help out with Day Camp at CLF this summer. This is a great servant
project opportunity. The Camp will be held the week of July 26th thru 31st for children in Pre-K through Grade 5. We
could use helpers to be with the children. Plus you get to hang out with the Outlaw Ranch staff! What fun!

Catch The Buzz!
The Sunday School Mission Offering this year has gone to the support of the ELCA Malaria Campaign. The name
of this program is Catch The Buzz. The children have been learning that each one of us can make a difference!
National Malaria Day was celebrated in April. It was a time to make a special donation to fight this dreadful
disease.
Our final “Noisy Offering” for malaria will be held during worship on Sunday, May 17th. Your spare change, bills
and checks will go directly towards the ELCA Malaria Campaign – which is work to eradicate malaria throughout
the world. Our “Noisy Offering” monies will help provide families with mosquito nets, help to dig new wells to
provide clean water for entire villages and help get life-saving medicine to those who are sick quickly. Give
generously!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
A prayer shawl is a simple crocheted or knitted shawl, created with love and prayer to be given to
someone who is ill or in need of comfort or encouragement. A shawl can be given to a student
beginning college, or to a new baby. When recipients use the shawl, it envelopes them in warmth and
the prayers from our community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship.
Completed shawls are brought to the church. The shawl can then be given to one who needs comfort by the
pastor or by anyone of us who see a need. If anyone has completed shawls, you can bring them to the office at
any time.
If you would like to be involved with this ministry, please speak with Donna McConnell. We can provide you with
either crochet or knit shawl patterns.
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Council Minutes – April 21, 2015
Treasurer’s Report — Carol reviewed last month’s expenditures.
Special Agenda Items — Ben Marchand has requested to do his Eagle Scout project at the church. He has been
talking with Augie about possibilities. Council wanted to encourage and thank Ben for doing his volunteer service
project at the church.
Unfinished Business:
Ø Thrivent Choice – April amount – $486 / $1,244
Ø CLF 50th Anniversary in 2015 Update – Camille spoke about working with Steve on the poster for the 50th
Anniversary. Harold Snow will give an updated report on the planning for the event at the next council meeting.
Ø Treasurer Update – Jon is still working on getting a permanent treasurer.
Ø Library Update – Work is going forward on the library.
Ø Electrical Audit – There will be an free electrical audit on April 30th by our electric company. Both the
parsonage and church will be evaluated to help us conserve power and reduce our bills.
New Business:
Ø Membership Changes – Adds: Craig, Lori, Spencer, Hayden & Lauren Goth as Associate Members.
Ø Vehicle Replacement – Pastor Tom spoke with members about trading our van for a handicapped accessible
van.
Ø Lutheran Social Services use of CLF room – Ron Flemming spoke with members about what Lutheran
Social Services provides and how they would like to partner with CLF. They currently provide counseling and
educational programming in other Black Hills churches. They do all the scheduling, billing etc. All CLF would be
providing is the space. Jon made a motion for approval of them using our Family Room as scheduled through
Donna. It was seconded and carried. Pastor Tom will meet with Ron to go over building use and scheduling.
Ø SD Synod Capital Campaign – Pastor Tom informed members about this three year campaign.
Ø Mission Festival Report – Pastor Tom informed members that $2,140 was raised. Yvonne will follow up to
deliver the money to the highlighted missions.
2015 Goals & Lead Activities:
Ø Goal 1 – Average Weekly Worship: 239 – The average weekly worship attendance in March was 267 and the
year to date worship average weekly worship attendance through April 12th was 262.
1. Care & Share: Terri & Michelle – Michelle reported that Donna has provided them with an active
membership list and that Terri and Michelle will be phoning to ask people to participate in Care & Share.
They are planning to have 12 groups. Michelle reported that she heard comments that people were happy
to see it come back. RAP group did a great job with Care & Share in April.
2. Summer Wednesdays: Members spoke about renovating the benches up at the outdoor worship space.
3. Children in Worship: Michelle spoke about Craig & Becky Black who have been teaching Sunday School in
April. They have had 9 and 13 children so far.
4. Snowbird Gatherings: Carol has been planning a “welcome back” packet for returning snowbird members.
Ø Goal 2 – New Member Connections
1. New Member Picture Board – Carol reported that Craig has taken photos of the new members.
Ø Goal 3 – Recruit 3-5 Stewardship Leaders – Jon says that Allen Canete has agreed to serve and he has
spoken with another couple of people who are considering. The Stewardship Committee will be attending a
Stewardship Workshop on April 28th.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns
Ø Social Ministry – The Social Ministry and Outreach Teams met together tonight to plan, “God’s Work. Our
Hands” Sunday to be held September 13th.
Ø W/ELCA – Pastor Tom reported that W/ELCA hosted the W/ELCA Bear Butte Conference Spring Gathering
last Saturday and had 42 women in attendance.
Ø Youth – RAP group continues to plan for their summer mission trip. They are on track, airline tickets have
been purchased. A group is planning the graduation brunch.

Thank you brothers and sisters in Christ….during my recent hip replacement surgery and recovery, you have
blessed both Bob and me with your cards, your calls, your visits, your food, and your thoughts and prayers.
We are grateful and pray that you have been blessed in God’s work, Your hands…..as you reached out to
us. Thank you so much. Bob & Cozy Dorton
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
5 Easter
Friday, May 1: Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 8:11-13; Acts 8:9-25
Saturday, May 2: Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 9:7-15; Mark 4:30-32
Sunday, May 3: Psalm 22:25-31; Acts 8:26-40; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8
Monday, May 4: Psalm 80; Isaiah 5:1-7; Galatians 5:16-26
Tuesday, May 5: Psalm 80; Isaiah 32:9-20; James 3:17-18
Wednesday, May 6: Psalm 80; Isaiah 65:17-25; John 14:18-31
6 Easter
Thursday, May 7: Psalm 98; Isaiah 49:5-6; Acts 10:1-34
Friday, May 8: Psalm 98; Isaiah 42:5-9; Acts 10:34-43
Saturday, May 9: Psalm 98; Deuteronomy 32:44-47; Mark 10;42-25
Sunday, May 10: Psalm 98; Acts 10:44-48; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17
Monday, May 11: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 7:1-11; 1 Timothy 6:11-12
Tuesday, May 12: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 11:1-17; 1 Timothy 6:13-16
Wednesday, May 13: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 11:18-21; Mark 16:19-20
7 Easter
Thursday, May 14: Psalm 47 or Psalm 93; Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53
Friday, May 15: Psalm 47; Exodus 24:15-18; Revelation 1:9-18
Saturday, May 16: Psalm 47; Deuteronomy 34:1-7; John 16:4-11
Sunday, May 17: Psalm 1; Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19
Monday, May 18: Psalm 115; Exodus 28:29-38; Philippians 1:3-11
Tuesday, May 19: Psalm 115; Numbers 8:5-22; Titus 1:1-9
Wednesday, May 20: Psalm 115; Ezra 9:5-15; John 16:16-24
Day of Pentecost
Thursday, May 21: Psalm 33:12-22;Genesis 2:4b-7;1 Corinthians 15:42b-49
Friday, May 22: Psalm 33:12-22; Job 37:1-13; 1 Corinthians 15:50-57
Saturday, May 23: Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 15:6-11; John 7:37-39
Sunday, May 24: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Acts 2:1-21, Romans 8:22-27, Acts 2:1-21, John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Monday, May 25: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Joel 2:18-29; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
Tuesday, May 26: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Genesis 11:1-9; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27
Wednesday, May 27: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 20:19-23
The Holy Trinity
Thursday, May 28: Psalm 29; Isaiah 1:1-4, 16-20; Romans 8:1-8
Friday, May 29: Psalm 29; Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 8:9-11
Saturday, May 30: Psalm 33:12-22; Job 37:1-13; 1 Corinthian 15:50-57
Sunday, May 31: Psalm 29; Isaiah 6:1-8; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17
Monday, June 1: Psalm 20; Numbers 9:15-21; Revelation 4:1-8
Tuesday, June 2: Psalm 20; Exodus 25:1-22; 1 Corinthians 2:1-10
Wednesday, June 3: Psalm 20; Numbers 6:22-27; Mark 4:21-25

CLF 50-Year Anniversary Picture Plan...
Goal: To archive all available CLF pictures, newspaper articles, scrapbooks etc. by scanning them. This process
will provide easy access for any research needed in the future.
The current picture categories are by year, mission, building, groups (such as WELCA, RAP Group, XYZ, etc.),
Sunday school, Confirmation, Pastors, activities such as fishing derby and newspaper articles.
Help is needed. We have many pictures that need to be identified. On Sundays, May 10th and May 17th
between services, please join Judy Baldwin in the Fireside Room to identify photos .
Also, If you have pictures that need to be scanned, please put them in the Fireside Room with your name on the
envelope along with the number of pictures. Please write any information you have on the back of each or bundle
by group. We will see to it that the pictures are returned to you once they are scanned or you can bring them on
May 6th at 9:00 AM for scanning when Paul Horsted will be scanning pictures, scrapbooks, etc. Judy will be
available as well.
Sojourner Hosts: If you were a host family or employer of a Sojourner, please contact Lois Anderson at 673-4813.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Carol Laverick
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

