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Holy Week Worship – Thursday, Friday, Easter...
At the center of our faith as Christians is the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We remember and celebrate all three
of these during Holy Week in the great “Three Days” of worship,
which falls this year the third week of April. Here are the dates and
times of services and activities at Custer Lutheran Fellowship for
Holy Week:
Palm Sunday Worship – April 13th: At the regular Sunday worship time
(8:30 & 11 AM), the congregation gathers with a procession of palms to
reenact Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and mark the beginning of this
holiest of weeks.
Maundy Thursday Worship – April 17th (6:30 PM): As we recall Jesus’ last
meal with his disciples, we hear the story of the Last Supper and we follow
Jesus’ command to “do this in remembrance of me” as we celebrate Holy
Communion. The service concludes with a dramatic stripping of the altar,
leaving the sanctuary empty, dark and silent in preparation for Good Friday.
Good Friday CROSSWALK & BREAKFAST – April 18th (6:30 AM): One of
the favorite traditions at Custer Lutheran Fellowship is the “Crosswalk” around
Stockade Lake. We gather at 6:30 AM to carry the cross together in
remembrance of Jesus’ journey through the streets of Jerusalem. The pace is
not fast and we stop several times to hear the words of Jesus from the cross
and to pray for those who suffer near and far. Back at CLF, we celebrate the
beginning of this best and worst of all days with a hearty potluck breakfast.
There are signup sheets on the Welcome Center for people to carry the cross
and pray as well as to bring breakfast items.
Good Friday Worship – April 18th (6:30 PM): Experience this reader’s
theater adaptation of the passion story according to the Gospel of John. This
service helps us to focus intensively on the majesty and power of Christ
crucified for and among us.
Easter Morning Worship & Breakfast – April 20th (6:30 & 10 AM): We
begin life anew as we gather with the women at the tomb to hear and proclaim
together that “Christ is risen!” Please note the change in “usual” Sunday
worship times to the earlier sunrise service at 6:30 AM and the “later” 10:00
AM service. In between services the RAP Group (CLF’s high school
ministry) provides an Easter Breakfast with a free-will offering.
All are welcome to attend any or all of these services. However, the more services
we attend, the more meaningful they are as we allow the whole story of Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection to sink into our hearts and minds.
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‘Praying the Psalms’ Continues on Wednesdays in April...

The first two Wednesday evenings in April are the final two Wednesdays in Lent as we come together for delicious
soup, good fellowship and worship that dives and digs deep into the themes of Lent. The schedule through these
final weeks continues to be:
Soup Supper --- 5:00-6:20 PM
“Re”membership Class --- 5:15-6:15 PM
Evening Worship --- 6:30 PM

Thursday CHRistian book study….
There comes a time when there’s a NEED FOR A CHANGE, and a BIG ONE IS HERE with the 9:30 AM Thursday
Christian Book Study. It’s the new book called “NEXT DOOR SAVIOR” by Max Lucado. Pastor Max has a new
way of telling the story of what Jesus means to each of us—the one who helps us when we are discouraged or
suffering, lonely or sad. JESUS IS THERE FOR EVERYONE OF US, no matter what! There’s no place He won’t
go—the ordinary places, the unexpected places, the stormy places and the God forsaken places! Does any of that
sound similar to what you have experienced sometime in your life? Wouldn’t it have been helpful to have
SPIRITUAL HELP during those times? That is what Pastor Max in offering YOU!
Many of you reading this have heard about the Thursday morning group. Sure, you know it’s a bunch of women
that get together every week. You’ve read about it in the Sunday bulletins. Have you ever thought about looking
into what they really are all about? NOW WOULD BE A GOOD TIME! You won’t be sorry, I promise!
We meet in the Fireside Room at 9:30 for coffee and goodies with Study from 10:00—11:30. Books will be
available. For more information contact Shirley Overland 673-4671. If you need a ride, give me a call and one will
be arranged.

Sunday School Picks Up after Easter...
After three wonderfully successful “retreats” on Sunday afternoons in January, February and
March, Sunday School picks up where it left off after Easter toward the end of April. Here’s the
Sunday School schedule for the end of the year:
Sunday, April 27th – Sunday School class (9:45-10:45am)
– ELEMENTARY (K-6th) ADVENTURE @ Outlaw Ranch (1:30-6 PM)
[registration due by April 17th cost is $17 and includes supper]
Sunday, May 4th – Sunday School class (9:00-10:00 AM)
[NOTE the change in time since worship is at 10 AM ONLY with
an all-congregational photo at 11 AM]
Sunday, May 11th – Sunday School class (9:45-10:45 AM)
Sunday, May 18th – End of year Sunday School CELEBRATION (9:45-10:45 AM)

CLF website offers online giving options...
Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s new website is now “live.” You can find the new
website at the same address www.custerlutheran.com but with a fresh look. The
website is updated regularly and you can easily access the most current calendar,
newsletter and sermon. You can also find a link to CLF’s Facebook page where
you’ll find regular updates and photos of what’s new at CLF.
You’ll also find the option to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and
ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING” link. Whether you’d like to make a
one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled donations, you can do this easily
through a secure server by following the instructions. At this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions
only, however you can set-up your own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.
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LSS BENEFIT DINNER
The 2014 LSS (Lutheran Social Services) Benefit Dinner Event
is coming up Sunday, April 6th at Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn in Rapid City.
The event includes a silent auction (4 PM), dinner and a short program (5:15 PM) highlighting how proceeds from
the event help those in need who are served by LSS. The dinner is free but we do need to make reservations. If
you are interest in attending, please contact Les & Wanda McClanahan, 673-3163. A request for donations will
be made at the dinner. Mark your calendars today for this event!

XYZ (Extra Years (of) Zest

Saturday, April 12th at 5:30 PM — Potluck in the Fellowship Hall
Hosts: Les & Wanda McClanahan
Program: Mt Rushmore by Blaine Kortemeyer
Please bring your own service & beverage.
Bring a guest! Come and join the fellowship we all enjoy!

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
The 3-H Club (Humor Health Hangout) will meet on the fourth Sunday, April 27th this month from
1:30—2:30 PM in the Fireside Room. Laughter releases endorphins and doesn’t have calories
like dark chocolate! Please come for healthy laughter!

Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, to be in Rapid City

You are invited to hear Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, Elizabeth Eaton speak on Tuesday, April
22nd from 3:30 – 5:00 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church (402 Kansas City Street) in Rapid City.
This time of conversation is open to anyone and will be a chance to meet the first woman to
serve as Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (of which Custer Lutheran
Fellowship is a part).

Mark Your Calendar on Sunday, May 4 th – WORSHIP at 10 AM!
In order to come together as a single congregation in celebration of CONFIRMATION with one
festive worship service, there will only be ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at 10 AM Sunday, May 4th.
We’ll also celebrate with an ALL-CONGREGATIONAL PHOTO after worship at 11 AM. Please,
mark your calendars and note that Sunday School will be at 9 AM that morning.

Denver CO — denver coliseum
October 24-25, 2014
A Friday nigh t & Saturday event for you & your friends!!
Compelling Stories, Dynamic Music, Engaging Speakers, Inspiring Worship & Bible-Based Teaching!
Ladies, It is not too late to purchase a ticket for the 2014 Women of Faith Event in Denver, CO. Tickets are $101
(checks can be made payable to CLF and noted WOF). I am serving as a group leader again this year and I want
YOU to attend this year! Men, this would be a great gift for your wives! With your help I want to fill a Gray Line
bus so that we don’t have to worry about driving. I also line up the motel rooms. Some of the presenters for the
Denver event are: Lisa Bevere, Christine Caine, Lisa Harper, Anita Renfroe, Sheila Walsh and Matthew West. I
will keep you updated as I learn more. If you would like more information, please contact me.
~ Donna McConnell
“Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?” Psalm 85:6 NKJV
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A Mat ter of Life & Deat h...
…unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
--- John 12:24 --At our house, it’s the chives. Long before the raspberries push out new leaves and far before the strawberry
patch bears blossoms, it’s the chives. Even before the purple-headed asparagus breaks the crust of frozen
earth and months before we would even dream of planting lettuce or radish seeds, it’s the chives.
It’s partly location. The chives sit in tender, composted soil in one of the two
old, weathered barrels just in front of the parsonage. These spring days, the
warmth radiates off the windows and stone-faced lower level and it’s a good ten
or twenty degrees warmer than the garden twenty feet away. And so, already
in the last few weeks of March, the chives perennially send out their long-green
tendrils and our hearts are warmed, not to mention our taste buds. You’d think
we’d learn, but we can’t stop ourselves from grabbing a mouthful of spicy
chives.
And we know, that spring is here.
Because of when Easter falls this year, April begins with the last few weeks of Lent and the story of Jesus
calling a stone-dead Lazarus, Come out! before commanding the assembly which has gathered in witness to
this miracle of life to unbind the shrouded Lazarus and to let him go.
Lazarus is the chives of the garden. A foretaste. A spicy mouthful of life. The seed that died and was buried,
only to rise up perennially.
But Easter Sunday and the resurrection of Jesus is the garden in full blossom. A full meal of foot-long asparagus shoots. Blood-red strawberries that fill the mouth with juice. Ripe raspberries that yield to the finger and
thumb. Lettuce. Radishes. Abundant fruit and life and sustenance.
But don’t forget about the crowd which gathers ‘round the garden tomb (unknowingly, we might add) in witness
to a miracle of life and unbinding. Really they are two separate miracles. That life comes when it does after
death, that’s miracle enough. But that the unbinding freedom of forgiveness follows is miracle upon miracle.
That’s how it is with this thing we call worship. We gather perennially to be raised ourselves from the dead with
a word of forgiveness and unbinding. Once freed, we can’t help but tend the good garden of God’s world. Sent
to serve.
May you be blessed these days with spring and Easter miracles of life, forgiveness, resurrection and chives.
~ Pastor Kent

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
Outdoor Landscaping
Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Hand Bells

Recent Memorials:
∗ Received to the glory of God and in memory of Donna Sheldon from Frank & Doris Bryant
∗ Received to the glory of God and in memory of Bob Evans from Don & Karen Kraus
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W /E L C A H APPE N I N GS:
NEXT MEETING:
WHEN: Monday, April 28th — 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: Lois Anderson & Jane Skaar
PROGRAM: Operation Black Hills Cabin by Jeff and/or Pat Baird
This month our speaker was Craig Lewis. Craig brought us interesting and enlightening information about
the Chapel in the Hills in Rapid City. The chapel is an exact replica of the stave church in Borgund, Norway.
Craig’s enthusiastic presentation made those of us who have not seen it want to go for our first visit. Many
of those who have seen it will be traveling there again. From Memorial Day until Labor Day there are
vespers at the Chapel every evening at 7:30.
Thanks to all who supported the Auction of Talents on March 23rd. Alan Webster and Paul Heinert did an
excellent job of helping folks realize how badly they needed an item! A very special thanks to them for
sharing their talents as auctioneers. They made the day a fun one for all of us. To those of you who
contributed items to be auctioned and to those of you who purchased items, your participation is greatly
appreciated. We made a little of $2,000 that day. Thank you for giving us the tools and means to help
some of those in need in our community, the nation and the world.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
UPCOMING EVENTS: W/ELCA’s Bear Butte Spring Conference will be held on Saturday, April 26th at
Trinity Lutheran in Rapid City. The theme this year is “Steeped in Strength”. Registration is from
8:30—9:30. The registration fee is $6.00 which goes towards lunch. All women are welcome to attend. A
love offering of a canned or nonperishable food item will be taken.
There is a need for BINGO prizes!! We need: small to medium stuffed toys, items for women and men,
necklaces, note cards, coin purses, small bottles of lotion, etc. Mark the items and place them in the sewing
room. Thank you!!
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and
programs of interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

Notes from t he Parish Nurse...
The Health Ministry Team & I have been very busy. First, we want to thank everyone who
filled out our Health Assessment Survey. Our last meeting was spent going through the
responses & deciding which areas of education we want to offer to our community. We plan
to utilize this survey for several years as many areas were noted and we plan approx 4-5 presentations this year
due to our late start. We also had discussion on our first presentation which will probably be in May as we need to
get everything in order. It will be called "The Big Discussion". The discussion is important to people of all age
groups. We will try to make it a bit fun as well as very informative. We want people to understand the need to
discuss their wishes if something should ever happen to them and they are unable to express their wishes at that
time. When that happens the decisions come down to the family members & puts a great deal of stress & guilt on
them. In some cases it can tear families apart. If the family, close friends & doctor know what you want it removes
some of the stress & guilt that goes along with these decisions. We plan to have a number of different
professionals included in the presentation. It will not be all about gloom & doom & death but about choices &
helping you speak about your wishes. I also want to say I have found the after hospitalization visits going well & I
feel I am making a difference. Let me know if you've just come home from the hospital & would like a visit. We
also want to invite more members to our Health Ministry Team as we have lost a few members this year.
God Bless...
Mary Klein, RN
Parish Nurse

Mis c e l l a n e o u s
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Help Needed for soup suppers....

SOUP SUPPERS began with Ash Wednesday on March 5th. We gather for a simple, but
hearty meal of soup and bread from 5-6:20 PM on Wednesdays in Lent from March 5th through
April 9th. If you’d like to take on cooking as a discipline of prayer during Lent, please consider
signing up to bring a batch of soup one of the last two weeks! A sign-up sheet is located at the
Welcome Center.

Easter Flowers
Please help us celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, with flowers for the altar area on Easter
morning. You can order from a Floral Shop or bring them to the church on Saturday, April
19th. Please let the office know if the flowers are in memory of or in honor of someone special.

Photo directory update...
Thank you to everyone who sat for portraits for the church directory. The official portrait taking is done, but you are
welcome to submit photos of your own to the church office. We’ll be accepting submitted photos until mid-April.
After we take our group congregational photo after Sunday morning worship on May 4th, the new directory will be
printed.

Social Ministry Team News...
Please join the CLF Social Ministry for a fundraiser breakfast between worship services on Sunday, April 6th from
9:30 until 10:45. Financial donations received at this annual event will support the Women and Children’s Home in
Rapid City. The Women’s and Children’s Home is a ministry of the Corner Stone Rescue Mission.
Opened in March of 2005, the Women’s and Children’s Home provides a safe place for homeless women and
children. Families are the fastest growing segment of homelessness. The shortage of affordable housing and an
increase in poverty are two reasons the Black Hills region is seeing such a demand for this housing ministry.
Many of the single mothers who reside at the Women’s and Children’s Home have three or four children under the
age of five. According to Claretian Publications, in no state does a full-time minimum wage job cover the cost of a
one-bedroom unit at Fair Market Rent. Considering the increase in foreclosures, even lower end rental units
become harder to find.
The Mission provides shelter and assistance to an average of 350-400 women and children annually, and provides
a yearly average of 9,500 stays to their guests.
This home allows these women and children a chance for stability and healing while becoming self-sufficient and
independent. For more information visit: www.cornerstonemission.org

Please help....
In an effort to conserve energy and to keep our electric bill down, the CLF church council is inviting you to be
mindful of energy use around the church building. One thing that you can do is keep an eye out for empty, lighted
rooms. When you leave a room, please switch off the light when you leave. At the end of meetings and especially
at the end of the day, it is helpful if we have many people thinking about shutting off the lights.
One of the nice things about being part of a congregation is that the facility belongs to all of us, so please
remember to turn off the lights. Thanks for your help!
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F r om t h e C h u r c h O f f ic e
Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Pastor Kent — kent_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Offering counters needed...
This is a one-month assignment for two people to
count the cash offering from both services and make
a deposit after the late service. If you would
consider helping out with this important ministry,
please sign up at the Welcome Center or let Donna
or Sara in the office know! Thank so much!!

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday 9 AM—12 Noon
Pastor Kent: Tuesday—Thursday 9 AM—12 Noon
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday 9AM—12 Noon
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

VOLUME 12, ISSUE

Won’t You Please Help?
Everyone enjoys the food and
fellowship between services on Sunday
mornings. Won’t you please consider
helping out by volunteering to be a fellowship host?
The sign-up sheet & instructions are located on the
counter by the kitchen. Contact the church office
if you have questions. Thanks!

Our Family Labels for Learning® is a program designed to help schools, churches or other nonprofit
organizations receive additional funding. UPC barcodes are redeemed at a rate of five cents per bar
code. We are going to start collecting the UPC barcodes from Our Family® products. The money raised
from this program will be used to update our playground equipment. How does this work? Simply save
the UPC barcode from any of the more than 2,000 Our Family® items. Each bundle of 500 UPC barcodes sent in
will earn us a $25 check. Even though the current promotion has expired, keep saving your UPC barcodes and
place them in the container on the small table in the Fellowship Hall for a start on their next promotion. Thanks for
your participation!!

C oming….
E as t e r B r e a k f as t
E as t e r S u n d ay, A p ril 20 t h
F ello wship H all
7:30 – 9:45 A M
F r e e Will O f f e ring
Sponsored by the Rap Group
To raise funds for their service trip to Denver, CO

april 21st

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
A prayer shawl is a simple crocheted or knitted shawl, created with love and prayer to be given to
someone who is ill or in need of comfort or encouragement. A shawl can be given to a student
beginning college, or to a new baby. When recipients use the shawl, it envelopes them in warmth and
the prayers from our community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship.
Completed shawls are brought to the church to be blessed by the Pastors. The shawl can then be given to one
who needs comfort by the pastor or by anyone of us who see a need. If anyone has completed shawls, you can
bring them to the office at any time. We will hold additional blessings as we receive new shawls.
If you would like to be involved with this ministry, please speak with either Lavina Shoop, Karen Schleining or
Donna McConnell. We can provide you with either crochet or knit shawl patterns.

T his & T h a t
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2014 Budget thru February 28, 2014
2014 Actual

2014 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings
Additional Debt Retirement
Form 990-T Health Insurance Credit
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Youth House Building Sale
Outreach Minister Set-Aside Funds
Total Income

% of Budget

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

67,313.51
248.00
140.00
0.00
2,450.00
0.00
7,500.00
77,651.51

$

71,761.00

$
$
$
$
$

0.00
2,000.00
0.00
7,500.00
81,261.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(4,447.49)
248.00
140.00
0.00
450.00
0.00
0.00
(3,609.49)

93.8%
100.0%
100.0%
0.0%
122.5%
0.0%
100.0%
95.6%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support*
Support/Care
Total Expense

$
$
$
$
$
$

28,847.88
2,095.28
799.50
12,473.33
42,085.47
86,301.46

$
$
$
$
$
$

30,029.64
2,076.40
725.00
12,105.36
39,553.82
84,490.22

$
$
$
$
$
$

(1,181.76)
18.88
74.50
367.97
2,531.65
1,811.24

96.1%
100.9%
110.3%
103.0%
106.4%
102.1%

Blast from t he past....
It’s been a while since I’ve shared old newsletter articles—here’s a couple pages from April, 2000. Enjoy!
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Rap Group April Schedule...
Sunday, April 6, 9:45 AM: Monthly Planning meeting in the DownUnder, parents are encouraged to attend.
Sunday, April 20: Serve Easter Breakfast
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Rap Group March Recap...
During the month of March, the Rap Group had an active social calendar. On March 14-15 seventeen youth and
four adults spent the night at Dahlstrom’s cabin in the northern hills. In the evening the group enjoyed sledding,
romping in the snow, and time spent together. On Saturday morning, they experienced a successful skiing day at
Terry Peak by bringing everyone home uninjured. Thank you to Pastor Kent, Jon and Wanda Dahlstrom, and Ken
Marchand for chaperoning this trip.
Then on Friday, March 21st, thirteen high schoolers and six adults enjoyed the “Faith and Family Night” event at the
Rapid City Rush hockey game. The group enjoyed a concert led by one of the bands from a Rapid City church at
5:30 and the Rush game at 7:30. Thank you to Dave and Doris Ann Mertz, Michelle Davies, Kris and Maria LeDuc,
and Tammy Wicks for chaperoning this event.
Thank you to all the families who brought food and helped serve the soup supper on March 9th.

CUST E R YOU TH HOUSE— News & Needs...
Thank you for the many ways that you show support for the youth of our community – through your prayers as well
as gifts of food and supplies. You can drop off any items at the church office. Please attach your name so that we
can thank you! A BIG thank you this month to Les and Wanda McClanahan for a financial gift towards the support
of the Youth House. Your financial gifts make it possible for us to pay our current bills – which include phone and
internet service as well as items we need to purchase. Currently we are looking for donations of the following
items: a Playstation, Wii games, DVDs, craft supplies, board games and puzzles. If you have an idea of something
you would like to donate – please talk to our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal.

Pastor Tom’s Sabbatical...
Dear friends,
For me it is a joy and privilege to serve as one of your pastors. My family and I thank you as well for the
opportunity to take a 90 day sabbatical beginning on May 2nd. When I was called to serve CLF in 2009 and was
offered a sabbatical after five years of service, five years seemed like a long way down the road. It is hard to
believe that 2014 is here. From May through July I will be taking some time for family, study, and rest. If you
would like to find out more details about what I will be doing over these months I would like to invite you at an
informal forum on Sunday, April 13th at 9:30 AM in the Fireside Room. If you are unable to attend the forum, here
is a brief overview of my time away.
Family Time: I will enjoy three family gatherings – one in Dubuque, Iowa for my brother-in-law’s graduation from
Wartburg Theological Seminary; one giant family reunion over the July 4th weekend outside Dell Rapids; and one
at Lake Okoboji where my wife and I will celebrate at our 25th wedding anniversary at the same party where Gail’s
parents celebrate their 50th anniversary.
Study Time: In May I will be attending the “Festival of Homiletics,” a weeklong preaching course held in
Minneapolis, MN. Later in May, I will be taking part in a stewardship leader’s event to learn about what other
congregations are doing in the area of stewardship. Last, I will be attending a ten day continuing education course
in Estes Park, Colorado entitled “Luther Academy of the Rockies.” The theme of the event will revolve around the
work of the Holy Spirit is today’s congregations.
Rest: I plan to bring our family’s small sailboat to NeSoDak and to ply the waters of our area lakes a bit, work in
the garden, and crank up the back yard pit BBQ regularly.
Peace and best wishes,
Pastor Tom Opoien
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Council Minutes – March 18, 2014
Treasurer’s Report — Members reviewed and discussed the treasurer's report included in the packet.
Unfinished Business:
Landscaping – Ryan Jorgensen has requested to take on the drainage and landscaping project in the front
entrance area of the church for his Eagle Scout project. Ryan will use the plan and organize a work crew to
complete the project.
Thrivent Choice – March amount – $65 / $313 total
Pastor Tom’s Sabbatical Update – Pastor Tom detailed for members the plans for his sabbatical.
Custer Youth House Update – Pastor Tom reported that it is going well but the attendance is low. The
outreach team met last month to discuss ways to increase attendance and decided that Yvonne will visit the
school to introduce students to the Youth House.
Reporting Mission Moments Numbers – Members discussed ways to improve the effectiveness of these
short presentations.
2014 Council Rotation Sign-up – Jon Dahlstrom corrected his rostered email to: jhdahlstrom. Members
signed up for providing treats and leading devotions.
New Business:
Membership Changes – Transfer: Carol Weiss to Trinity Lutheran, Rapid City
Adding Items to the Agenda – President Dahlstrom encouraged members to add to the agenda if they have
something they would like to discuss.
How to deal with conflict as a congregational leader – Pastor Tom reviewed member's roll to bring things
to council that they see as congregational concerns. He also reviewed steps in dealing with conflict situations.
Playground Equipment – Pastor Tom asked members to think about the next phase of the landscape design
involving the playground area. He reminded members that we should consider the developing elementary
after school Wednesday program in this planning.
Endowment meeting rescheduling – Jon discussed making the endowment meeting this fall if the
representative is unable to come during our April meeting in order to include Pastor Tom.
Soup Suppers – Pastor Tom spoke with members about getting a few more families to sign up for making
roasters of soup during Lent.
Bear Butte Conference Assembly – Pastor Tom invited members to attend this assembly of short reports
from our area partner ministries this Sunday. The upcoming synod meeting will also be discussed.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns:
W/ELCA – will be having their auction of talents next Sunday. They will be hanging quilts in the Fellowship
Hall in April or May to see if they help with the sound acoustics in that room.
Christian Ed Board – Pastor Kent spoke about the Sunday School retreat last month.
Quest/Excel – Pastor Kent said the group is small but going well.
Health Ministry – the group is meeting tomorrow to go over the survey results and is still doing blood pressure
checks.
Pastoral Support – Due to the inactivity of this committee, Pastor Tom suggested that this become an "as
needed" committee instead one with a regular report.
Social Ministry – is doing a breakfast in April to benefit the Corner Stone Rescue Mission in Rapid.
Stewardship – Pastor Tom spoke about a stewardship workshop he will attend during his sabbatical.
Outreach – the committee will be building a Youth House board.
Worship & Music – Pastor Kent spoke with members about the May 4th combined 10 AM worship to celebrate
Confirmation followed by an all-congregational photograph.
Property – Members spoke with Scott about spraying some selected trees.
Youth – There are 17 kids and 3 adults signed up for the summer Denver mission trip. The RAP group will be
going to a family night Rush hockey game on March 21st.
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
4 Lent
Tuesday, April 1: Psalm 146; Isaiah 42:14-21; Colossians 1:9-14
Wednesday, April 2: Psalm 146; Isaiah 60:17-22; Matthew 9:27-34
5 Lent
Thursday, April 3: Psalm 130; Ezekiel 1:1-3, 2:8—3:3; Revelation 10:1-11
Friday, April 4: Psalm 130; Ezekiel 33:10-16; Revelation 11:15-19
Saturday, April 5: Psalm 130; Ezekiel 36:8-15; Luke 24:44-53
Sunday, April 6: Psalm 130; Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45
Monday, April 7: Psalm 143; 1 Kings 17:17-24; Acts 20:7-12
Tuesday, April 8: Psalm 143; 2 Kings 4:18-37; Ephesians 2:1-10
Wednesday, April 9: Psalm 143; Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41; Matthew 22:23-33;
Palm Sunday
Thursday, April 10: Psalm 31:9-16; 1 Samuel 16:11-13; Philippians 1:1-11
Friday, April 11: Psalm 31:9-16; Job 13:13-19; Philippians 1:21-30
Saturday, April 12: Psalm 31:9-16; Lamentations 3:55-66; Mark 10:32-34
Sunday, April 13: Psalm 31:9-16; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14—27:66
Monday, April 14: Psalm 36:5-11; Isaiah 42:1-9; Hebrews 9:11-15; John 12:1-11
Tuesday, April 15: Psalm 71:1-14; Isaiah 49:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; John 12:20-36
Wednesday, April 16: Psalm 70; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Hebrews 12:1-3; John 13:21-32
Easter Sunday
Maundy Thursday, April 17: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26;
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Good Friday, April 18: Psalm 22; Isaiah 52:13—53:12; Hebrew 10:16-25 or Hebrew 4:14-16, 5:7-9;
John 18:1—19:42
Easter Vigil Saturday, April 19: Romans 6:3-11; John 20:1-18
Sunday, April 20: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6; Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43;
Matthew 28:1-10 or John 20:1-18
Monday, April 21: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-32; Colossians 3:5-11
Tuesday, April 22: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Exodus 15:1-18; Colossians 3:12-27
Wednesday, April 23: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Joshua 3:1-17; Matthew 28:1-10
2 Easter
Thursday, April 24: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 2:8-15; Colossians 4:2-5
Friday, April 25: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 5:9—6:3; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Saturday, April 26: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 8:6-7; John 20:11-20
Sunday, April 27: Psalm 16; Acts 2:14a, 22-32; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31
Monday, April 28: Psalm 114; Judges 6:36-40; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Tuesday, April 29: Psalm 114; Jonah 1:1-17; 1 Corinthians 15:19-28
Wednesday, April 30: Psalm 114; Jonah 2:1-10; Matthew 12:38-42
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Senior Pastor: Tom Opoien
Associate Pastor: Kent Narum
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lonnie Hosman
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

