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THE GREAT CUSTER WOOD HAUL — November 4, 2017
The 2017 Wood Haul on November 4th ended up with a large pile of firewood north
of Christ's Episcopal Church at Red Shirt Table. Plus there was a stacked pile of
3x3's behind their Guild House. The wood pile was created by 28 people in 13
pickups, 5 with trailers. Father Bob Two Bulls and his daughter Rev. Twyla hosted
us for our meal after the wood was unloaded. There was a memorial service in
Red Shirt and a funeral in Ogalala so we didn't get to connect with people of the
communities, but the wood is there for them to pick up.
Thank you to all who hauled wood: Rudy & Lois Anderson, Gary & Rosemary
Chappell, Erik Eriksson, Roe & Pat Eidsness, Arley & Pam Fadness, Marvin
Johnson, Leon & Marilyn Kleingartner, Phil Lewison, Brad & Connie McKinney,
Larry & Lorna Reichenberg, Gary Roberts, Elmer & Joy Smolnisky, and Gary
Williams. Also thanks to the extra hands who rode along to help unload: Roland &
Jackie Bauer, Ginny Myers, Larry Peterson, Dave Thom, Bonnie Thompson and
Loren Tullberg. A special thank you to Larry Peterson for setting up the arrangements with the Red Shirt community and to Gary Williams for organizing, recruiting
haulers, locating wood and getting the loads arranged.
An extra event of the day was Larry Peterson showing some people the progress
on the coffee shop — "Peyutah Sapa" (Black Medicine). The coffee shop is being
built in memory of Father Bob Two Bulls' wife Deloras.
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social ministry — elca good gifts!
As members of the ELCA, we believe that God is calling us into the world—together. And with generous, loving hands,
we can make a difference.
ELCA Good Gifts provides more than 50 different gift-giving options that grow the church, fight hunger and transform
lives. These gifts, starting at just $10, provide direct support for the churchwide ministries of the ELCA. These are
meaningful gifts that really make a difference in the world.
The 24-page ELCA Good Gifts catalog offers many different ways to honor friends and loved ones with gifts that make a
difference. You can check it all out on December 10th, 13th and 17th. The Social Ministry Team will have a table set up in
the Nathex on those dates to help you select your gifts.
Thank you for providing a Good Gift that will make a world of difference to our neighbors!

THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
The Christian Book Study group meets weekly on Thursday mornings. The group gathers in the Fireside Room from
9:30 to 11:30 AM. There are always coffee and treats provided by group members. We read aloud from the book we
have selected, so you do not have to read or prepare ahead of time! The reading is interrupted regularly with questions,
comments, laughter, challenging thoughts and reflections, faith and life stories. It is a fun, free-flowing discussion.
We are currently reading another book by Anne Lamott entitled Small Victories: Spotting Improbable Moments of Grace.
These stories about faith, family and community are both irreverent and wise. She shares a message of hope as she
writes of forgiveness, restoration and transformation.
It’s a great time to join us as we start a new book. Hope to see you there!

Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast/Book Study
We meet the second Saturday of each month from 8 to 10 AM in the Fireside Room at CLF. Our next session will
be on December 9th. Breakfast will be served then we will have a video lesson on the parables of Jesus and
discussion. Come to one, or come to all...no book required! If you have any questions contact Allen Canete at
673-3753.

LET’S GET NOISY!
This school year the focus for our monthly “Noisy Offering” is to support the ELCA’s Bureau of Federal
Chaplaincy for the Military. They do the important ministry of being the church and providing pastoral care
for our servicemen and women serving in far away places. Two of our members—Christian Frank & Dean
Suelflow—deployed in October. This is one way we can show our support to their families.
The second Sunday of every month which this month is December 10th, we invite you to contribute to our
“Noisy Offering”. At the close of the Children’s Message—children will collect your coins, bills and checks and place
these gifts in our special “Noisy Offering” cream can. Your spare change is guaranteed to make a difference in the lives
of our military personnel serving overseas. So, be a part of it!

Committee People Needed!
Your CLF Council is working hard to re-establish active, dynamic committees for God’s work in this place, and to do
so we need you! We especially need people willing to help in the areas of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION and
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY. If you have any interest, any passion, or if you just want to learn more, give yourself as a
Christmas gift to CLF. There are sign-up sheets at the Welcome Center.

2017 CLF PHOTO DIRECTORY
Copies are now available!! You may pick one up between services or during the week in the church
office. In order to cover the cost of printing in color, there is a suggested donation of $5.
Christmas Poinsettias – If you would like to help decorate the altar area with poinsettias for the
Christmas season, you may bring them (not before December 20th) and place them in the Family Room
just off the Narthex. They will be placed in in the Sanctuary sometime before the Christmas Eve
services. Please let the office know if your plant is in memory or in honor of someone. You may take
them home after Christmas Eve. Thanks!
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care & share...

DECEMBER
Jim & Amy Ashmore
These are the monthly Care & Share groups for
David & Lisa Brown
October and November. The Coordinators will be
Dan & Linda Custis
contacting you to find out which Sunday(s) you are
Paul & Jackie Heinert
available to help. The areas where help is needed
are: Greeters/Ushers, Readers, Communion Servers Corbin & Terri Herman
and Coffee Hosts.
Clarinne Koeppe
The October sign-up sheet is already located at the
Cindy Mayes
Welcome Center and the November sheet will be
Ken & Nicole Parker
available at the Welcome Center around the middle
Sunny Reeves
of October.
Helen Sandberg
Please say yes when called....your help is greatly
Mary Stutz
appreciated!
Dean & Nancy Suelflow
Thank you for serving the Lord in
Bill & Margaret Tretheway
this important way!!
Dennis Wicks
* Calling Coordinators
Steve & Michelle Witt
December—Dave Thom
Walker & Jean Witt
January—Donna MConnell /
Sara Janson
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JANUARY
Brenda Anderson
Russ & Amy Bailey
Craig & Becky Black
John & Susan Culberson
Claudia Dethlefs
Gordon & Wendy Drew
Lonnie Hosman/Anne Sandvig
Mike & Sara Janson
Rex & Janna Jorgensen
Denny & Donna McConnell
Dan & Shirley Roddy
Elmer & Joy Smolnisky
Alan & Kim Webster
Jared & Hallie Webster
David & Cindy Whitaker
Jim & Arbutus Winter

Please notify Interim Pastor Pat when:
ª There is a hospitalization in your family
ª There is a death in your family
ª You would like a pastoral visit
ª There is a birth or adoption
ª Someone becomes homebound
ª Someone becomes unemployed
ª There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the
body of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pat Eidsness, Interim Pastor
605-584-0028 (home)
pat_clf@gwtc.net
673-4691 (church)

From Council President, Dave Thom...
Greetings CLF Members and Friends:
I would like to share with you recent decisions at Custer Lutheran Fellowship. It is certainly a time of transition…in
which God’s guiding hand has been present.
ü On Sunday, November 12th at a special congregational meeting, members voted overwhelmingly to call Pastor
Pamela J. Power as Pastor. Pastor Pam is currently serving at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Bismarck, ND
as Associate Pastor of Congregational Life and Pastoral Care. Previously she was solo pastor at Brush Creek
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Irwin, PA. She was ordained in 2009 after attending Trinity Lutheran Seminary in
Columbus, OH. This is her second career. Her husband, Chas is a construction superintendent and her son is a
6th grader. She brings strengths in preaching, education/young people, energizing the congregation, caring for
members and engaging warmth and spirit. She starts her call at CLF on Monday, January 8th. The Call Committee
worked hard on our behalf in this successful effort.
ü The Council recently approved hiring Wendi Rusch as “SPARK Kids Director” for 10 hours/week. Wendi brings
considerable talent and energy in working with kids and adults critical to continuity of this program that has grown to
37 children. The council will work to ensure continuity into 2018.
ü Interim Pastor Pat Eidsness’ appointment has been increased to full-time from 1/2 time in view of Outreach Minister
Yvonne’s departure. Pastor Pat’s compensation has been adjusted accordingly for this 2-month period. Our
sincere thanks to Pastor Pat for her leadership in the past year.
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Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal Gospel
to proclaim to those who live on earth – to every nation, tribe, language
and people. Revelations 14:6
It’s about angels! And it is…Advent here at CLF will be all about angels. That’s
because Advent and Christmas in the Bible were all about angels!
If we took the angels out of the Christmas story, who would have told Mary that
she was to bear the Son of God? And who would have informed Joseph that he could indeed take Mary as
his wife, and that he was part of God’s eternal plan? That through him and his lineage, this son would fulfill
the words of the prophets. It was angels!
And speaking of fulfilling the prophecy, who was it that came to the high priest Zechariah to tell him that his
prayer had been heard, that he and his wife Elizabeth would have a son and they would name him John
and he would prepare the way of the Lord. Zechariah had never seen an angel – but he knew this was an
angel! In fact, he found out first-hand the power of this angel!
And later, when Jesus was born, who would have announced the baby’s birth if there were no angels?
Who would lead the shepherds to that child in a manger, so the shepherds had an amazing story to tell the
people? Angels, angels, angels. Again, later, when Jesus’ life was threatened by King Herod, it was an
angel who came to Joseph to warn him of danger and to give him instructions for safety.
Angels, angels, angels! They permeate the Christmas story, and they will permeate our Advent and
Christmas celebrations here at CLF. We will look at each of the angel appearances - to Mary, to Joseph, to
Zechariah, to the shepherds, and to Joseph again - on the Sundays of December. Christmas Eve will be a
celebration of the angels’ proclaiming the Savior’s birth and all that it means for God’s people.
We will carry out our angel theme on Wednesday nights in December, but with a little different twist: we’ll
have modern day stories of angels. We’ll address head on the question of how God’s angels minister to
us, even today. There’s not much study, debate, or even conversation about angels these days. In fact,
folks might think you’re crazy if you say you believe in them. But the Bible says they are real. There are
nearly 300 ‘angel events’ in the Bible. If they are that important to God’s story, they are certainly important
to ours! So, on Wednesday nights, we’ll have real life stories of Angels Among Us.
Plan to make Advent worship a part of your Christmas preparations…and plan to learn new and exciting
things about God’s messengers: the angels of Advent, Christmas, yesterday and today!
Pat Eidsness
Interim Pastor

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗ Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
∗ Outdoor Landscaping
∗ Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
∗ Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
∗ Hand Bells
Recent Memorials:
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Leona Karlen, Kathy Thoreson’s mother from Mark & Bonnie
Thompson
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Evelyn Chard from John & Rae Mooney

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, January 22nd, 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: TBA
PROGRAM: Amanda and Tim from Western Resources for Independent Living will tell us about their services and
how to be able to receive those services. Please remember that all are welcome to attend our meetings and this is
a topic that will be of interest to many. See Mary Klein or Jackie Hartwick if you have questions.
Pastor Arley Fadness spoke to us at our November meeting. The topic was “This is Most Certainly True”. We learned
true facts about Martin Luther and the Reformation. Thanks to Pastor Arley for sharing his knowledge with us. It was
an interesting afternoon.
We will continue to support the LSS facilities that we visited in September by collecting new socks as our mission
project in December. The facilities that will receive the socks are New Alternatives and Arise. These facilities support
youth and young adults in the Black Hills. If you would like to contribute to this effort, please leave socks for youth,
men and women on the ox cart in the Narthex during the month of December. New socks of any color and size will be
greatly appreciated.
The kitchen and Fellowship Hall at CLF had a certain buzz coming from them on Saturday, November 18th. The buzz
came from 18 women who had gathered to make lefse and krumkaka and to set up for the Craft & Goodie Sale. The
women had come prepared—marching in with griddles, pastry boards and lefse sticks in hand. It was truly a beautiful
sight to behold! Within minutes, flour decorated most of the center counter and filtered lazily to other parts of the
kitchen and to the women in general. We had fun, got to meet some new people and made some pretty awesome lefse
and krumkaka all in one afternoon!
Our Craft & Goodie Sale was a huge success. Thanks to all who contributed items and to those who so willingly
purchased those items. It is a fun way to start thinking about the holidays and to visit with folks in the congregation.
We will be filling bags for the backpack program at the elementary school on Tuesday, December 5th and Monday,
December 18th at 9:00 AM at the church. We will work in the Fireside Room. Thanks in advance for any help that can
be given!
Volunteers from W/ELCA will bake 25 dozen cookies for Christmas for Kids that will be held on Saturday, December
9th. Please have your cookies in the kitchen at CLF by 3:00 PM on Thursday, December 7th. Thanks to all who bake.
The cookies are always a hit with the children.
Bingo at Custer Senior Care—The first Friday of each month 4-5 people gather to call and help residents enjoy an hour
of Bingo from 2—3 PM. We welcome new people to join us! Any questions, please call Arbutus Winter, 673-5283.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

December Mission Project: Lutheran Social Services —
Arise & New Alternatives
Ø New socks of and color and size for youth, men and women
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

Thank You…
It has been awhile but I would like to thank my wonderful church for all the prayers, cards and visits. It was so
encouraging. Thanks also to Pastor Pat.
~ JoAnn Evans

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pat — pat_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Pat: Tuesday & Wednesday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday

CROSSROADS

CLF’s “Little Free Library”
We have a “Little Free Library” right here at CLF. It sits
next to the CLF sign as you enter the church parking
lot. Anyone can use CLF’s Little Free Library. The
focus of this Library is Christian books for children and
their parents. The idea is that you can “Take A Book”
and if you are able to “Return A Book” at a later time.
But, there is NO cost to take a book!
CLF’s Little Free Library is continually being updated.
Please share this news with your family, friends and
neighbors. Show them where it is. Explain its purpose.
Encourage its use. Show them how to use it. Use it
yourself. Help us get the word out!
The Little Free Library is open to anyone in the
community or anyone who is traveling through Custer.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option
to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING”
link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled
donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At
this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions only, however you can set-up your
own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.

From the Library...
Check out the 20 new Luther books donated from the Martin Luther book sale. Thank you!
If you have a military or first responder person in your family please send in a photo or photos to be placed
on our Board to remind the congregation to say prayers for these special people.
Please include name and title and anyone in the photos. Send to Donna via email or drop off in the office. Or
send to Kim Canete at kimberlycanete7@gmail.com. All updates are appreciated.

2017 Budget thru October, 2017
2017 Actual

2017 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Sunday School Noisy Offerings
Total Income

% of Budget

$ 275,627.00
$
524.76
$
1,781.00
$
750.00
$
615.00
$ 279,297.76

$ 291,666.67
$
$
$
$
$ 291,666.67

$
$
$
$
$
$

(16,039.67)

94.5%

(12,368.91)

95.8%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 89,478.19
$
8,419.14
$
5,448.67
$ 35,029.55
$ 140,335.42
$ 278,710.97

$ 91,096.68
$
8,953.97
$
4,847.23
$ 34,595.00
$ 146,579.99
$ 286,072.87

$
$
$
$
$
$

(1,618.49)
(534.83)
601.44
434.55
(6,244.57)
(7,361.90)

98.2%
94.0%
112.4%
101.3%
95.7%
97.4%
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Advent 2017...God’s Messengers: The Angels of Advent
In Interim Pastor Pat’s monthly article she talks about angels and how we will use this theme during Advent. You
can read more about angels in her article on page 4. Below is the worship schedule for December:
Advent 1

Sunday, December 3
Wednesday, December 6

An angel appears to Zechariah
A Modern Day Angel Story

Luke 1:5-25
Sara Janson

Advent 2

Sunday, December 10
Wednesday, December 13

Gabriel appears to Mary
A Modern Day Angel Story

Luke 1:26-38
Margaret Tretheway

Advent 3

Sunday, December 17
Wednesday, December 20

An angel appears to Joseph
A Modern Day Angel Story

Matthew 1:18-25
Liz Kleffner

Advent 4

Sunday, December 24
9:30 AM

The Christmas Angels

Luke 2:8-14

Angels proclaim to the shepherds

Luke 2:10-20

Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24
4:00 and 6:00 PM
1 Christmas

Wednesday, December 27

No Wednesday Night Activities

Dec 31
9:30 AM

An angel comes to Joseph AGAIN

Matthew 2:13-23

Children’s Christmas Program...

We are super excited to once again be planning our Pre-school—5th grade Children's Christmas Program. This
year the program is "The Not-So–Silent Night", a courtroom experience where the shepherds are charged with
disturbing the peace the night Jesus was born. The last two practices will be Friday, December 1st from
8:30-11:00 AM and Sunday, December 3rd between services.
The Children’s Christmas Program will be held Sunday, December 3rd. There will be a potluck lunch following the
second service. The program will begin at 1:00 PM. The Offering received will go to support the Children’s ission
Project this year — the ELCA’s Bureau of Federal Chaplaincy for the Military.
~ Linda & Gene Fennell

Custer Community Advent Program on December 10th...

The Community Advent Concert will be held on Sunday, December 10th. This has been
a wonderfully ecumenical opportunity for congregations around Custer to come together to
anticipate the promises of Christmas through all kinds of music. The program begins at 2:00 PM with light
refreshments to follow. Come early and get a good seat!

Custer Community Christmas...
This event is sponsored by the Custer Ministerial Alliance in conjunction with The Storehouse and the Select-A-Gift
Committee.
Tuesday, December 12th from 5-7 PM is the Custer Community Christmas meal, served Buffet Style, and held at
the Custer Community Church. This dinner is sponsored and hosted by the Custer Ministerial Alliance as well as
the Custer Meet & Eat and is open to everyone as an opportunity to meet someone new and have a great meal!
Saturday, December 19th is the annual Custer Community Christmas events – Food Basket Distribution will take
place at The Storehouse from 10 AM to Noon and the Select-a-Gift (which helps local families celebrate Christmas
by providing age-appropriate gifts) will begin at 12:30 PM at the High School Gym.

XYZ...

will hold their Christmas Party on Saturday, December 16th at 5:00 PM at Crazy Horse. Please sign up at the
Welcome Center if you plan on attending. Talk to Marlene Tucker for more information.
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SPARK Kids…
Our Fourth Year of SPARK Kids is rolling along! We have 35 children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 registered for the
program! On Wednesday afternoon children are picked up at school and transported to church. Our time together goes
fast! We have a wide variety of learning activities including snacks, Bible stories, games, arts and crafts and more. You
can check out all the fun on CLF’s Facebook page. We post photos every week!
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:15 PM. The children and their families are invited to join us for a meal
followed by worship. We are done by 6:30 PM.
There is NO cost for this program. Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors. All are welcome. All children need to be
registered by their parents in order to participate. Those materials are available through the church office. It is never too
late to register a child!
Our curriculum features the “Jesus Storybook Bible” where the children will discover that every story whispers the name of
Jesus! The themes and Bible stories for the month of December are as follows:
ü December 6 – “Angels”
ü December 13– “Shepards”
ü December 20 – “God’s Gift”
Please note: There will be NO SPARK Kids on Wednesdays, December 27th and January 3rd — as this is the
Christmas break from school. Confirmation will resume on January 10th.

Wednesday NightLife...
Wednesdays are a mid-week faith recharge for your family. Don’t miss it! Our weekly schedule goes like this:
SPARK Kids from 4:00 to 5:15 PM
Family Meal from 5:15 to 6:00 PM
Worship from 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Adult Education & Confirmation from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
Choir Practice at 7:30 PM
The first Wednesday of every month the Family Meal is a Pot-Luck. We will supply fried chicken and drinks
(lemonade, water and coffee). Please bring a favorite food item to share (side, salad or dessert). You may prepare
something at home to bring OR you are more than welcome to pick something up at the grocery store on your way
to church. Either way, we will eat it! The other two Wednesday NightLife meals in December will follow this
schedule:
December 13th – Meal prepared by Women of the ELCA group
December 20th – Make-Your-Own Sandwich Bar
Worship for the month of December will the Holden Evening Prayer
Please note: There will NOT be regular Wednesday NightLife on December 27th and January 3rd as this is the
Christmas break from school. All Wednesday NightLife activities will resume on January 10th.

Spotlight on Confirmation...
We are underway with this school year of Confirmation for our Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade Youth! Sixth Grade
Youth are exploring the lives of Old Testament characters using the re:form Ancestors curriculum. Seventh Grade
Youth have been studying the Ten Commandments using the Here I Stand curriculum. Eighth Grade Youth are
continuing their study of Lutheran History and Catechism using the coLABorate curriculum.
The first Parent Mentor Night held on Wednesday, November 15th was the annual Scavenger Hunt for The Storehouse.
Confirmation Youth and their parents collected 212 pounds of food that night! Wow!
Please note: There will be NO Confirmation on Wednesdays, December 27th and January 3rd — as this is the
Christmas break from school. Confirmation will resume on January 10th.

CONVERSATIONS with MARTIN LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM
Are you feeling left out? Feeling like you haven’t done anything to celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation?
Or maybe you don’t remember what you learned in Confirmation! This study is designed for those who are returning to the
Small Catechism…as well as those who are experiencing it for the first time.
This adult Bible study is at 6:30 PM, on Wednesdays, following worship and will continue through December. There is a
beautiful study guide available which would make a wonderful keepsake for the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. It is
called By Heart, Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism and it is available through Augsburg Fortress or
on Amazon. You may order your own book, sign up for us to order one for you, or just show up!
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
Hope this finds you in good spirits and health. Remember it’s that time of year to get your flu shot! Last year I
never did get my flu shot and sure enough I go the flu and was very sick with it.
Just a reminder, the Health Ministry has researched and put a good amount of information on the table by the
“Family Room”. This information is there for you to take. This November & December our focus is on Drug &
Alcohol Abuse. We have statements of fact, information on how to recognize the symptoms, treatment options and
family assistance. If you have any further questions, please contact me.
We wish everyone a joyful, healthy Christmas. Enjoy your family and friends and be safe in travels. If you are
alone over Christmas, surround yourself with people and keep busy. It can be difficult for those alone. If you know
someone who will be alone, invite over for cookies and coffee. We are all a family.
Have a joyous Christmas
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

mental health news...
During the Christmas holidays, be sure to get out and be with people. There are many festivities going on in our
area for you to enjoy. Give yourself the gift of the season. Spread some joy to others who are alone.
It is sad to see how lacking the mental health and addiction services are in our area. There have been increasing
numbers of suicide in the western part of the state. No one is immune. It is much more prevalent than you may
think. Often people do not seek out services to help them recover. Often you may be able to receive assistance
with the financial aspect of it. Just ask the guidance counselor, doctor, family member, helpline, and of course I am
able to assist. The help is out there…grab it!!
Healthy mind, healthy soul...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse

Rap Group news...
Rap Group Students donated $179 worth of groceries for the High School Wildcat (Food) Pantry. Students
shopped, and delivered the supplies during the week of Thanksgiving! Thankful for being able to give and use
proceeds from the wood sales.

High Schoolers & College Students—Save the Date!!
Romans and Christians will be January 7, 2018 at 6 PM. Bring a friend1 Snacks and hot cocoa will be provided
afterwards. College students get to pick if they want to be a Roman or a Christian! Hope to see you there!!
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – November 21, 2017
Treasurer’s Report — Rex introduced our new treasurer, Joy Smolnisky and she shared the treasurer's report with
members. A motion was made to approve the report, it was seconded and carried.

Unfinished Business:
ü Parsonage Report – Gary Chappell shared with members the list of repairs that Yvonne reported need to be
done on the parsonage. He is looking for guidance on how much money they have to spend on these repairs.
Members discussed how this might be financed. Rex directed Gary to research the costs for new flooring and
appliances.
ü Thrivent Choice – November amount – $102.00 / $1,883.00. Camille will look back at minutes to remind us
where we spent these monies last December. {2013 Custer Storehouse; 2014, half to the Custer Ministerial
Alliance and the other half for scholarships towards the RAP group trip to Detroit; 2015, donate $500 to the
Wildcat Food Pantry (high school) $500 to Elementary Ministry Support and $573 to the Storehouse; 2016 A
motion was made to give $1,000 to the St. Dysmas Re-entry program, use $553.99 for Synod Assembly
Expenses and the balance ($2,537.01) to the carpet project.}
ü Committee Task Force Update – Rex asked members if they have met with their committees. Members
shared their committee information and discussed.
ü Evangelism Task Force – Pat spoke about how the Evangelism Team would like to take over the lead for
new members activities. They will be an official committee as of January.
ü Sound System Update – Pat informed members that the new digital mixer has been financed and ordered,
plus a couple of wireless microphones.
ü Stewardship Task Force Update – Pat reviewed with members the follow-up on the Fall Stewardship
campaign.
ü Tom Roberts Visit Follow-up – Pat spoke with members about the success of Tom Roberts author/speaker
visit.
ü Yvonne's Exit Interview Follow-up – Camille reported that they had a productive exit interview with
Yvonne.

New Business:
ü Membership changes: Adds: Claudia Dethlefs; Gordon, Wendy, Preston, Jackson & Austin Drew from
First Presbyterian Church, Jerome, ID
ü Attendance/Financial Statistics – Members reviewed.
ü WNL SPARK Kids interim staffing – Pat spoke with members on how delighted she is with Wendi Rusch
and her job stepping into the SPARK kids leadership. She is hired as a contract position through December
with the thought that if things work out, she will continue through the school year.
ü Interim Pastor position & salary adjustment – Members reviewed and discussed.
ü 2018 Budget Overview – Joy reviewed with members the 2017 budget line items and what we ended up
spending with projections in regard to how we should look at the 2018 budget. She made recommendations
on setting a policy for a number of our budget items like staff salary and mission support. Members
discussed. Joy presented a number of questions we need to decide as a council: Do you want to stay at
$335,000 or $350,000 for our projected income? Can we lock in our propane cost with a contract or prepay?
What do we want to do with the mortgage? What do we want to do in regard to COLA (cost of living
adjustment) for our staff salaries, do we want to establish a policy on this? Do we want to establish a mission
policy and how will that change our mission support? A special budget work session to decide these issues
was scheduled for December 12th at 7 PM. Paul will look into refinancing the mortgage to present at this
meeting.
ü Sara's Hours – Pat made a request that we increase Sara's hours from 8 to 12 hours per week to give her
enough time to complete the tasks we have given her. Members discussed.
ü Mortgage Analysis – Paul shared with members the recommendation by the finance committee to look into
refinancing our loan to a 5% - 15 year loan or something similar. Paul will continue to look into this.
ü Activate Nominating Committee – we need to activate the nominating committee to replace the outgoing
member and President & Vice-President. As the outgoing council member Camille will be on the team.
Lonnie Hosman and Linda Zachow were nominated to the team at our last annual meeting. Camille will
contact them.
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Advent 1
Friday, December 1: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Zechariah 14:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18
Saturday, December 2: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Micah 2:1-13; Matthew 24:15-31
Sunday, December 3: Psalm 80:1-7; 17-19; Isaiah 64:1-9; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37
Monday, December 4: Psalm 79; Micah 4:1-5; Revelation 15:1-8
Tuesday, December 5: Psalm 79; Micah 4:6-13; Revelation 18:1-10
Wednesday, December 6: Psalm 79; Micah 5:1-5a; Luke 21:34-35
Advent 2
Thursday, December 7: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Zechariah 13:1-9; Revelation 14:6-13
Friday, December 8: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Zechariah 14:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18
Saturday, December 9: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Micah 2:1-13; Matthew 24:15-31
Sunday, December 10: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-15a
Monday, December 11: Psalm 79; Micah 4:1-5; Revelation 15:1-8
Tuesday, December 12: Psalm 79; Micah 4:6-13; Revelation 18:1-10
Wednesday, December 13: Psalm 79; Micah 5:1-5a; Luke 21:34-38
Advent 3
Thursday, December 14: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Hosea 6:1-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10
Friday, December 15: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Jeremiah 1:4-10; Acts 11:19-26
Saturday, December 16: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Ezekiel 36:24-28; Mark 11:27-33
Sunday, December 17: Psalm 126,Luke 1:46b-55; Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; 1Thessalonians 5:16-24; John1:6-8, 19-28
Monday, December 18: Psalm 27; Isaiah 26:7-15; Acts 2:37-42
Tuesday, December 19: Psalm 27; Isaiah 4:2-6; Acts 11:1-18
Wednesday, December 20: Psalm 27; Malachi 2:10—3:1; Luke 1:5-17
Advent 4 Christmas
Thursday, December 21: Psalm 126; Habakkuk 2:1-5; Philippians 3:7-11
Friday, December 22: Psalm 96; Zephaniah 3:8-13; Romans 10;5-13
Saturday, December 23: Psalm 96; Zephaniah 3:14-20; Romans 13:11-14
Sunday, December 24: Psalm 97; Isaiah 62:6-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:1-20
Monday, December 25: Psalm 125; 1 Kings 18:1-18; Ephesians 6:10-17
Tuesday, December 26: Psalm 148; Jeremiah 26:1-9, 12-15; Acts 6:8-15, 7:51-60
Wednesday, December 27: Psalm 148; Exodus 33:18-23; 1 John 1:1-9
1 Christmas
Thursday, December 28: Psalm 148; Jeremiah 31:15-17; Matthew 2:13-18
Friday, December 29: Psalm 148; Isaiah 49:5-15; Matthew 12:46-50
Saturday, December 30: Psalm 148, Proverbs 9:1-12; 2 Peter 3:8-13
Sunday, December 31: Psalm 148; 1 Kings 3:5-14; John 8:12-19
Monday, January 1: Luke 1:6b-55; 1 Samuel 1:1-18; Hebrews 9:1-14
Tuesday, January 2 : Psalm 148; Proverbs 1:1-7; James 3:13-18
Wednesday, January 3: Psalm 110; Proverbs 1:20-33; James 4:1-10

Committee & Ministry Team Reports:
ü Health Ministry – Rex reported that the team met this evening; he will be contacting them soon.
ü Property – Paul has been meeting with his group. He sent out a progress report on repairs as an email.
ü Social Ministry – Brad reported that they met tonight. They are welcoming new members and filling them in
on the activities of the team. He sent out a report on his team via email today.
ü Stewardship – is still following up with the Fall Stewardship campaign.
ü W/ELCA – Rosemary reported on the WELCA trip to Rapid to tour teen facilities under LSS. They had a
great fundraiser sale between services last weekend.
ü Worship & Music – the team is working on music for Christmas and getting the risers carpeted. Colleen
Mahrt and Margaret are collaborating on the Community Advent Program to be held December 10th at CLF.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Interim Pastor: Pat Eidsness
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretary: Ann Snow
Treasurer:
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

