Crossroads
Monthly Newsletter for:

CUSTER LUTHERAN FELLOWSHIP
VOLUME 12, ISSUE 11
NOVEMBER 2014

Inside This Issue
2

CLF Happenings

3

Stewardship News

3

Welcome New Members!

4

From Yvonne

4

CLF Memorial Fund

5

Women of CLF

6

From the Church Office

7

Health Ministry

8

Youth News

9

Rap Group

9

Custer Youth House

10

Council Meeting Highlights

11

Daily Devotions

Insert

- November Calendar
- Birthdays & Anniversaries
- November Worship Help

12622 US HW Y 16A
PHONE: 605-673-4691
EMAIL: clf@gwtc.net

CUSTER, SD 57730
FAX: 605-673-4881
www.custerlutheran.com

Social Ministry Team
Brings Firewood to St. John’s Episcopal
Working with Pastor Karen Rupp, the pastor at the Pine Ridge Retreat Center, five
vehicles from Custer Lutheran Fellowship made the annual firewood haul to Pine
Ridge on October 24th and 25th. The firewood will help provide warmth to the
sanctuary at St. John’s Episcopal
Church north of Oglala, South Dakota.
Members of the Social Ministry Team
and other interested people have been
splitting firewood to begin preparing for

next year’s haul. If you would like
to help split, please talk to Gary
Chappell or another member of the
Social Ministry Team.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service is November 26th...
Before you stuff yourself with turkey, come to Custer Lutheran Fellowship for a worship service of ‘giving thanks’ and
praise to God. We will gather at 6:30 PM for a simple service of song and prayer, to hear God’s Word and taste
God’s goodness. Please note that the regular Wednesday NightLife schedule is suspended (no meal and no
education hour), however all are invited to bring an offering of non-perishable food to help support the local food
pantry at the Storehouse as well as a financial offering to support the global ministry of ELCA World Hunger. As we
give thanks for such abundance, we encourage you to take time to offer thanks and praise to God for the simple
blessings of life, breath, faith, and the ability to serve in Christ’s name. A World Hunger offering envelope is included
with this newsletter for your use.
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Thursday 9:30 AM Christian Book Study...
The Thursday morning group meets every Thursday morning in the Fireside Room at 9:30 AM starting with
coffee. Study begins at 10:00 AM.
The group has selected for their next study another Max Lucado book — “JUST LIKE JESUS”. Books are
available in the office. This is another intriguing book by Pastor Max. As he states, “God loves you just the way
you are, but he refuses to leave you that way. He wants you to be just like Jesus.”
Here are a few chapter titles: “A Forgiving Heart”, “Fixing Your Eyes on Jesus”, “Nothing but the Truth” and
“Finding Gold in the Garbage”. There are lots of opportunities for discussion, so you are encouraged to become
involved. ~ Shirley Overland, 673-4672

“NOISY OFFERING” TO CONTINUE ONE SUNDAY A MONTH...
As part of the Sunday School Mission Offering this year to aid the ELCA Malaria Campaign,
we will have a “Noisy Offering” one Sunday a month. Feel free to send your pocket change
with a child to throw in the cream can!

Men’s Breakfast/Book Study Continues on First Saturday...
Continuing on Saturday, October 4th at 8:00 AM in the Fireside Room, the monthly Men’s
Breakfast/Book Study will begin reading and discussing the book, We Make the Road By
Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation by Brian
McLaren. Pastor Tom will be leading this study, and breakfast will be served. If you are a
newcomer to the congregation, consider visiting this group. The discussion will be lively, and
friendships will be made and strengthened. Copies of the book will be available for purchase
for $25.
The McLaren book is described as “having everything you need to explore what a difference
an honest, living, growing faith can make in our world today” (from the summary on the front
flap of the book). This group will meet on the first Saturday of each month.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
3-H Club will meet Sunday, November 16th from 1:30—2:30 PM in the Fireside Room. This will be the
last meeting for 2014. The laughter therapy will include Garrison Keillor’s classic telling of the
Christmas story. Everyone is welcome!

Sunday School News...
Our annual Christmas Program is set for Sunday, December 7th. We will be rehearsing during Sunday School on
November 9th, 16th, and 23rd. The final rehearsals are Saturday, December 6th from 9-11AM and Sunday,
December 7th during Sunday School. On the 7th, we will have a potluck lunch at noon followed by the Christmas
program. Please let Linda Fennell know if your child is participating in the program.

Catch The Buzz!
The Sunday School children have been learning about the disease of Malaria which is carried by mosquitoes in
some of the poorest nations in the world. Have you noticed the colorful posters they have hung up around the
building? Malaria kills 800,000 people each year – many of them are children. A gift of $10 provides a mosquito
net, medicine and safe water for one child – preventing one such death. The ELCA Malaria Campaign seeks to
raise $15 million by 2015 to wipe out malaria in the world.
The Sunday School Mission Offering this year will go to the support of the ELCA Malaria Campaign. The name of
this program will be Catch The Buzz. They are discovering they can make a difference!
And, you can too! In October we took a “Noisy Offering” during worship. A special challenge was issued to give
one penny for each year of life of Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal and Pastor Tom Opoien. We guesstimated
that combined age to be 500 years! You gave $150 in bills plus more in change that will go towards the ELCA
Malaria Campaign. Thank You! We will be doing a “Noisy Offering” every month throughout the school year.
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Stewardship News...
The Custer Lutheran Fellowship annual Fall Stewardship education process has revolved
around the theme “Fearless Generosity.” When one stewardship leader was asked why it
mattered to teach young people about stewardship he said, “The greatest compliment that a
parent can receive is to hear that his or her child is a grateful and generous person. That is
stewardship is a nutshell.” Such values need to be intentionally taught.
CLF has a deep and long commitment of generosity as a way of life and as way of
ministering in the world. On Sunday, November 2nd and again on November 9th, our members will invited to
complete an estimate of giving card as part of their own personal spiritual practice of financial generosity and as a
way to support the ministry of the congregation..

Harvest Dinner to be held Wednesday, November 5th...
Come enjoy a Harvest meal of Turkey and mashed potatoes at Wednesday NightLife on November 5. As a part of
the celebration of God’s goodness of the Harvest, the stewardship team has been planning this meal with new
WNL meal coordinator Jackie Hartwick.
The meal will be served from 5:00 until 6:00. The turkey and mashed potatoes will be provided. Please bring a
dessert or salad to share. Also, please plan to stay for the vespers service to be held from 6:00 until 6:30.

Custer Lutheran Fellowship
to be Host Site for “Ventures” Workshop
On Saturday, November 8th, Custer Lutheran Fellowship will be a gathering place for stewardship teams from
congregations throughout the Black Hills region. The gathered leaders from several congregations will take part in
“The Ventures in Growing Stewards” Workshop. “Ventures” workshops were developed ten years ago to help
Lutheran congregations strengthen a culture of generosity in ministry development. Building on an understanding
that all we have and all we are belongs to God, “Ventures” consists of a committed group of leaders meeting with
trained facilitators to learn how to grow as stewards of God’s gift.
Please pray for the CLF Stewardship Team as they learn through this process. The same group of congregations
will meet three additional times over the next twelve months to share what they have learned in their own settings
as they engage in year around stewardship education.

LET’S WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS!
In October we received into the community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship four families. We give thanks for God’s
hand in bringing them to our door. Please be sure to greet and welcome them to our CLF family!
Steve Engelbrecht has taken over the State Farm Agency in town. He moved here from Nebraska.
He is an outdoor enthusiast, enjoying hunting and golf. He also likes to cook and watch sports. He is
looking forward to the fellowship at CLF and reflecting on what is really important.
Brad & Connie McKinney are retired and come to us from Nebraska where they
were active in a Methodist church. They have two grown children living in other
states. Connie was born in the Netherlands. They have been working as tree markers for the last
several months.
Dale & Teresa Obenauer are retired here from Washington state where they were very active in a
Lutheran church. Teresa is a lover of horses having grown up around them. They enjoy biking and
hiking.
Connie Werner and her husband Greg are from Iowa. Connie was not able to be with us because
Greg has several surgeries scheduled for carpal tunnel in his hands. They have a home here in
Custer and will be back regularly.
In addition to these new members we are thankful for their Mentors – who will walk this journey of faith with them
over the next year. Gary and Rosemary Chappell will serve as mentors to Brad and Connie McKinney. The
Chappell’s also come from a Methodist background. Norbert and Jane Faulstich are mentors to Dale and Teresa
Obenauer. They are next door neighbors to one another.

Thoughts From Yvonne!
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Gather. Grow. Give. Go.
Pastor Tom and I have been having monthly Skype meetings with a consultant from Vibrant Faith Ministries. It was
suggested to us that Custer Lutheran Fellowship should have a “tag line”. A “tag line” involves a minimal amount of
text that quickly and succinctly describes who and what you are as an organization. These are the four words we
have begun to use – Gather. Grow. Give. Go. In many ways, I think that these four words sum up the church –
who and whose we are.
We Gather in community on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights – around the Word, around Bread and
Wine. We also Gather in community on line – through our Facebook page throughout the week. Scripture teaches
us: “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” (Matthew 18:20) God promises to
be with us wherever and however we Gather – no matter how many of us there may be gathered together.
We Grow in our faith through a wide variety of opportunities for learning – Confirmation, Sunday School, Adult Ed
classes, SPARK Kids. We continue to Grow when we practice the FAITH5 in our homes with our families.
(FAITH5 is something we have been learning and practicing during Wednesday NightLife worship this fall. The
FAITH5 are: Share, Read, Talk, Pray, Bless.) The apostle Paul has this to say in Ephesians 4:15-16: “But
speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into Him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the
whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly,
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.” As we Grow in our understanding of God’s love we help
support the growth of the entire body – the church – the community called Custer Lutheran Fellowship.
We Give at Custer Lutheran Fellowship as we volunteer to serve in various ways in worship, on ministry teams, in
various group activities. We Give in our community as we reached out through “God’s Work. Our Hands.”
Sunday, as we care for the earth, reach out to our neighbors, as we go to school and do our work wherever that
might be. In Deuteronomy 15:10 it reads: “Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account
the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake.” We are called to Give because
God first gave to us. Read all about it in John 3:16.
And, finally we Go out in to the world – beyond this church and this community – to reach out to others with the
good news, by telling God’s story – again and again. Jesus’ final words in Matthew 28:19 speak to the Going: “Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.”
Gather. Grow. Give. Go. It all comes full circle. Each and every week we need to Gather again to be reminded of
what we are called to do. We need to be encouraged continue to Grow in our faith. We need to be strengthened
to Give through service to our neighbor. All of that is needed, so that we can Go out again. It’s actually a circle of
celebration. Gather. Grow. Give. Go!
Yvonne Steindal
Outreach Minister

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
Outdoor Landscaping
Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Hand Bells

Thank you very much for remembering us during the month of October during Pastor Appreciation Month. The
cards and gifts are deeply appreciated.
Best wishes,
Pastor Tom Opoien
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:
WHEN: Monday, November 17th — 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: Li Fjerestad & Jackie Hartwick
PROGRAM: “Thank Offering Service”
For our program in October we prepared packets of note cards for the girls at Quest/Excel. This is an
annual project.
The W/ELCA Craft & Goodie Sale will be held Sunday, November 23rd between services. Thank you in
Advance for your support of this event. This is a fun morning and seems to get folks in the holiday spirit.
The fact that folks who are not able to attend W/ELCA meetings support this event by contributing items
to be sold is greatly appreciated. We will set up for the Craft & Goodie Sale on Saturday, November 22nd
at 9:30 AM.
We will also have lefse for sale at the Craft & Goodie Sale. On that note, we will have “lefse-making” in
the church kitchen on Saturday, November 15th at 1:00 PM. We can use the help of anyone who is
Experienced in making lefse or anyone who wants to have fun and learn how to make lefse. If you would like
to help, please contact Jackie Hartwick or Barb Lewison. Phone numbers are 673-2428 or 673-2172.
The ladies of W/ELCA will be providing cookies for “Christmas for Kids”. “Christmas for Kids” will be held
on Saturday, December 13th. Ladies should have their cookies at the church on Friday, December 12th by
10:00 AM.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and
programs of interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

October—December Mission Project:
The Storehouse

]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]

Canned food – meats, vegetables, fruits, soups, cranberry sauce
Spaghetti, pasta & sauce
Cereals
Instant Potatoes
Stuffing Mix
Cake Mixes/Tubs of Frosting
Peanut butter
Soaps – laundry, dish, body
Macaroni & Cheese
Paper towels & toilet tissue
& any other food items you’d like to bring J

Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

College/Military Care Packages...
We will be putting together College & Military Care packages on Sunday, November 30th in between worship
services in the Fellowship Hall. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex for items needed. Please sign up to bring items so
we can brighten up the day of our young people.
Parents –if you have a child who is currently in college or serving in the military, please call (673-4691) or email us
(clf@gwtc.net) with their updated mailing address. We want to make sure everyone receives a package! Thank for
your help!

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday 7:40—8:40 AM; 3—5 PM
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

CROSSROADS

Won’t You Please Help?

Everyone enjoys the food & fellowship
between services on Sunday mornings.
Won’t you please consider helping out by volunteering to
be a fellowship host? The sign-up sheet & instructions
are located on the counter by the kitchen. Contact the
church office if you have questions. Thanks!

Card Party for Dorothy Foreman...
Dorothy will be celebrating her 90th Birthday on
November 12th. If you would like to send her a
birthday card, they may be sent to her at:
Dorothy Foreman
% Jean Younger-Brown
7310 Lakeside Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46278

PARSONAGE
Upon the recommendation of the Church Council, our Outreach Minister – Yvonne Steindal, is making use of the
parsonage. It is not good for a house to sit empty for long periods of time. Donations by several families of furniture
(couch, coffee tables, recliners, table & chairs, bed) have made it possible for her to stay overnight in the parsonage
several times a week. On bad weather days or late night/early morning activities she now does not have to drive
home to Rapid City. So, if you see the lights on and the garage door up in the parsonage, it is a good thing!

2014 Budget thru September, 2014
2014 Actual

2014 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Form 990-T Health Insurance Credit
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Endowment Funds/VBS
Endowment Funds/Wed Spark Kids
Youth House Building Sale
Outreach Minister Set-Aside Funds
Total Income

$ 288,419.25
$
1,078.17
$
1,223.00
$
640.00
$
8,464.27
$
4,495.00
$
1,500.00
$
4,639.31
$ 24,977.42
$ 15,000.00
$ 350,436.42

$ 322,924.50

$ 28,967.00
$ 15,000.00
$ 378,891.50

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(34,505.25)
1,078.17
1,223.00
640.00
464.27
495.00
1,500.00
4,639.31
(3,989.58)
15,000.00
(28,455.08)

89.3%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
105.8%
112.4%
100.0%
100.0%
86.2%
100.0%
92.5%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 124,224.08
$
6,866.78
$
3,949.96
$ 53,316.24
$ 177,184.08
$ 365,541.14

$ 135,133.46
$
8,582.43
$
3,262.50
$ 54,474.02
$ 177,992.25
$ 379,444.66

$
$
$
$
$
$

(10,909.38)
(1,715.65)
687.46
(1,157.78)
(808.17)
(13,903.52)

91.9%
80.0%
121.1%
97.9%
99.5%
96.3%

$
$

8,000.00
4,000.00

% of Budget
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Health Ministry
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
What some great weather we are having. No matter how you are feeling, get out & soak it up and you will no doubt
feel better. Our Health Ministry Team met this past week. We discussed the education presentation for the
community. We will be having “Friends & Family” demonstration for CPR. We want you to be able to practice a bit on
the “dummies” so you can feel what it is like. We also will go through an explanation of the AED and then follow up
with some first aid information covering child, teen & adult. It will be held at the ambulance garage on November 8th
from 10:00-12:00. We are thankful for the assistance of Jean Witt, RN with the education. We also are looking
ahead to a community challenge that will begin with the new year. We will get more info out later. The latest news is
concerning the Ebola virus & concerns regarding the spread in the US. Our best defense is to avoid travel to the
countries affected and general good hygiene habits. We now have hospitals stepping up preparation for caring for
someone suspected of the virus. In general there are always bugs in our community so it’s not just watching for
Ebola but being cautious whenever you are in close contact with people. Good hand washing, covering your nose &
mouth with coughing & sneezing. These are the best ways to prevent spreading germs. Also it is that time again to
get your flu shot. Even though it doesn’t always totally prevent the flu if you do get it, it should not be as debilitating.
As a side note, I have learned that because people have become so fearful of germs we now find antibacterials in
many common household products. It sounds like a good thing, but what may happen is the spread of super bugs
that have mutated. Typically just washing your hands thoroughly with soap & water is your best defense. Again we
continue to grow our ministry as several people have left this year. Also remember I am available to help anyone one
out by a visit after surgery or illness to be sure you have the best chance of
recovery. God Bless.
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Maintaining Mental Health...
Often when people know of someone with mental illness, friend, family member or maybe yourself, you are unsure of
how to act or what to say. Would you feel the same way if the person had cancer or diabetes? Mental illness is a
disease of the brain where there is a chemical imbalance. The first thing to do is speak to a trusted physician about how
you are feeling. They will guide you by either referring you to a Psychiatrist or perhaps counseling (talk therapy) or they
also may start you on medication to correct the imbalance in the brain. Most people will feel relief once the medication is
adjusted to your bodies needs. In the meantime try to take care of yourself by talking to someone you are comfortable
with. Keep active, eat nutritious meals & exercise. All of these things will also often improve mood. If the person with
mental illness is someone else, let them know they can talk to you. Try to not let them isolate themselves or feel
ashamed. Often people are avoided because they don’t know how to deal with it. This further isolates the person which
in turn makes them feel worse. Would you do this to someone else with a physical ailment? It’s time to open up the
conversations regarding mental illness. It is very rare for someone to not have a close friend or family member deal with
mental illness. Another thing we need to advocate for is funds for more research. The amount of funds that go towards
mental health research is a small fraction of the funds that go for cancer research even though the numbers of people
afflicted are at least as many. God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP TO MEET...
A Grief Support Group will begin this fall. It will meet for six weeks with the first meeting on November
20th at 6:30 PM in the Large Sunday School Room. The other meeting dates are December 4th and
11th, January 8th, 15th and 22nd. The leader is Mary Klein. Please contact the church office at
673-4691 or clf@gwtc.net to register for the class. We want to make sure we have enough supplies
for all participants. For more information you can call Mary (673-4424).

ELCA GOOD GIFTS & SHARING THE DREAM Crafts...
Last year the average American planned to spend $715 on Christmas gifts. Instead of buying more Christmas sweaters
& fruitcake, what if we could honor those we love with gifts that make a difference? On Sundays, November 30th and
December 7th the Social Ministry Team will be available between services to answer questions & show you how to
purchase meaningful, lasting & unique gifts. Sharing the Dream Crafts will also be available between services on those
days. All money received goes back to Guatemala to purchase more crafts, fund scholarships, build schools, provide
meals & a place to socialize for the elderly.
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Youth News
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SPARK Kids...
WOW! Our after-school Children’s Ministry program for Kindergarten through Grade 5 continues to grow. We
currently have 24 children registered. Pastor Tom continues to pick up children at school with the CLF van. In
addition, Donna McConnell has been providing transportation with her vehicle. We are in urgent need of an adult
driver and large vehicle to help with this ministry. We meet children at the Elementary School at 3:15 PM and drop
them at the outside entrance to the DownUnder just before 4:00 PM every Wednesday. Please contact our
Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal if you can help.
We give thanks to the Endowment Committee for the financial gift that made it possible to purchase new playground
equipment. The children run to play on it before we begin the SPARK Kids program! Thank you to all those who
had a hand in tearing down the old and building up the new: Augie Heyne, Duane & Nancy Martinz, Denny
McConnell, Tom Opoien and Matt Rusch.
We are also thrilled to announce that we are receiving a large gift from Erv & DeMaris Nesheim for this new ministry.
This will enable us to redecorate, purchase furniture and other items to make this a child-friendly space. (The space
will still be used for other activities as well.) We have begun working with a company called “Creative for Kids” to
design a logo which ties in with the new CLF logo, as well as to design a Bible town mural. The company will
provide the professional sketches of the wall mural complete with a “paint-by-number” guide. Then we will provide
the labor and the paint to finish the look. We hope to do this work during the Christmas break from school.
This month, SPARK Kids will be focusing on these Bible stories through snacks, stories, games, arts and crafts:
¯ November 5 – The Red Sea, Exodus 14:1-30
¯ November 12 – Wandering in the Wilderness, Exodus 16:1-18, 17:1-7, 20:1-17
¯ November 19 – The Battle of Jericho, Joshua 16:1-20
¯ November 26 - NO SPARK Kids
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:00 PM. Families are encouraged to stay for dinner and worship at the
Wednesday NightLife program upstairs.

Spotlight on Confirmation...

Confirmation for Youth in 6th, 7th and 8th Grades is held as part of Wednesday NightLife. Every Wednesday we
begin with a meal at 5:00 PM, followed by worship at 6:00 PM. The theme of worship for the fall is Faith5: Share,
Read, Talk, Pray, Bless.
Following worship, Confirmation classes are led by adult leaders and pastoral staff. Sixth Grade has begun a study
of the Bible beginning with the Old Testament. We thank Sunny Reeves for once again teaching this age group.
Seventh Grade is studying the Ten Commandments. A big thank you to Duane Martinz and Gail Opoien who are
leading the group in this study! Eighth Grade is currently studying the Apostle’s Creed.
Confirmation Youth have selected adults to serve as their Faith Mentors. A big thank you to these folks who have
agreed to walk this faith journey with our youth: Linda Fennell, Matt Haugen, Cody Herman, Joe Konkol, Joey
Kortemeyer, Carol Laverick, Camille Riner, Eve Trandem, Marlene Tucker, Jarred Webster, Kim Webster, Karen
Whitney and Tim Wicks. We had a great fun first event in October. We played games, got to know one another and
created prayer acrostics using our first names. Check out the display in the hallway! The next Faith Mentor Night
will be in January.
On November 19th there will be a Parent Night. All parents of Confirmation Youth are expected to participate. The
focus of our time together will be a Servant Event. We will have a Scavenger Hunt competition between the three
grades. This will be for the purpose of collecting food stuffs for The Storehouse.
The Confirmation ADVENTure Retreat will be held at Outlaw Ranch on Friday-Saturday, December 5—6. The
theme is “What Are You Waiting For?” The focus will be on the Ten Commandments through worship, Bible study,
fellowship and service to others. We will be helping our neighbor through a service project by packing food for “Kids
Against Hunger.” The cost is $47 per person. A portion of that fee goes to cover the cost of the service project.
Eighth Grade Youth will prepare a Faith in Action Project during the course of the year. This will be an opportunity
for these youth to share their faith in a concrete way using their God-given gifts, talents and interests. They will
present their projects at a Confirmation Banquet in the spring.
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Rap Group
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Rap Group November Schedule...
Sunday, November 16: 9:45 AM, Monthly Planning in the DownUnder. Registration for National Youth Gathering
in Detroit due today.
Sunday, November 23, 1:00—3:00: Wood cutting and splitting behind the church.
In October a number of high
schools from the Rap Group helped
serve a meal at the Cornerstone
Rescue Mission in Rapid City. This
mission project, coordinated by Rap
group member Billie Wicks as a
part of her senior project on
homelessness, was one of the local
service projects the group plans to
do this year. In December the Rap
Group will be purchasing groceries
for the elementary backpack
project.

Preparations for next summer’s RAP group
firewood project have begun. On Sunday, October 26th about twenty high
school and adults (and three mascot dogs) began chunking, splitting, and
stacking firewood. A special thank you to members of the Custer County
Search and Rescue team who got some chainsaw training in while helping with
this youth mission project. The proceeds from the firewood project help
service mission trips and other projects for our high school Rap Group.

CUSTER YOUTH HOUSE – News & Needs
The Custer Youth House is located in the big blue building on the corner of 11th and Canal Streets. We are finally
opening up beginning November 4th. Thank you to these folks who helped us move the furniture items from the
DownUnder into our new space: Matt Haugen, Augie Heyne, Craig Lewis, Duane Martinz and Tom Opoien. We will
be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. All 6th, 7th and 8th grade youth are welcome. It is a safe
and fun place to hang out and make new friends!
There is a place to hang out and watch movies. We have a Wii and a Playstation for gaming. You can do crafts or
homework. And, there will be plenty of snacks and drinks. Best of all, it is all FREE!
We give thanks for the Endowment Committee who have provided us with a large financial gift. This will enable us to
make the large purchases that we need – such as gaming equipment and area rugs.
We are in need of donations of food and drink items for the Youth House. Many thanks to Barb & Phil Lewison as
well as an Anonymous donor for their recent gifts. In addition, we welcome your financial support. Your monetary
gifts go will go towards rent, propane and wi-fi. You can help provide a great outreach ministry to the youth in our
community. Drop off your gifts at the church office. Please attach your name so that we can thank you! If you have
an idea of something you would like to donate – please talk to our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal.
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – October 19, 2014
Treasurer’s Report – Lonnie reviewed the treasurer's report. We continue to see a shortfall in our offerings which
should be considered in our future staffing plans. Members discussed. A motion was made and the report was
approved.
Unfinished Business:
• Playground — The playground is done and is very popular, especially with the Spark Kids on Wednesdays.
• Thrivent Choice — October amount – $0 / $1,223
• Youth House Update — Yvonne and a crew are planning to move in to the blue building near the CES this
weekend. The Youth House will open November 4th.
• Ministry Leadership Study Group — They have been meeting every Wednesday and have had some good
conversation. The group has discussed three options: 1) to call an intern, 2) to call a full time staff member,
or 3) to call a part time staff member. The group will be giving an update for the congregation between
services this Sunday. Members discussed.
• Improved Lighting — Augie is working with Freeman Electric on this project to light up the door to the
basement for Wednesday Nightlife and other night time basement activities like the RAP group’s 5th Quarter.
• Constitution Review — We need to do a slight edit to the wording on our submitted constitution revision to
the State Synod. The revision has been approved, we just need to change a few words to bring it into
compliance.
New Business:
• Membership changes: Add — Matt, Wendi, Denali Kai, Kian and Kaedin Rusch by Affirmation of Faith. We
will be welcoming new members during services this Sunday.
• Worship and Financial Giving Statistics — Pastor Tom reviewed the regular giving, mission support and
other CLF benevolences since 2004. Then he reviewed the congregational comparison that was done on our
congregation at the stewardship program he participated in during his sabbatical. Members discussed.
• Pastor Tom’s Mileage Report — Pastor Tom requested that because he is running short in his mileage
allowance, that we increase his mileage for this year. This was approved.
• Change to Pastor Tom’s Office Hours — Pastor Tom informed members that his office hours will be moved
from the morning to later in the afternoon. Donna will help reschedule those that come in during the morning
to speak with him.
• Preparing for the Mission Plan — Lonnie, Pastor Tom and President Dahlstrom will meet before our next
council meeting to set up a preliminary mission plan. If you have any suggestions or thoughts please let them
know.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns:
• Auditing Committee — Lonnie will work to find some members to serve on this committee.
• Endowment Fund — Has work to do and will meet before the next council meeting.
• Excel/Quest — Pastor Tom reported that there are two new members training to serve on this ministry team.
• Property — The furnace needed to have some work last week.
• Social Ministry — Yvonne reported that the team met tonight. Bread for the World Offering of Letters is this
Sunday.
• Stewardship — Pastor Tom reported a harvest dinner is planned on Wednesday, November 5th. There will
be a harvest and creation festival that night too. Pastor Tom also informed council that a special trainer will
be coming in to work with area congregations November 8th. CLF will host this day long “Ventures in
Stewardship Training” workshop.
• Outreach — Yvonne spoke of a generous gift from Nesheim’s that will help to make the downstairs more kid
friendly in the next six months. Plans are for new furniture, murals, storage units and carpets.
• Worship and Music — Pastor Tom met with Margaret and the fall worship/music schedule is set.
• Youth — Sam reported that five or six RAP members went to the Corner Stone Rescue Mission in Rapid City
to serve a meal. The RAP group will be providing the food for the CES backpack weekend meals program in
December. Last week they hosted the Fifth Quarter Youth Event for high school students in the DownUnder.

VOLUME 12, ISSUE

Daily Devotions

PAGE 11

ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
All Saints Sunday
Saturday, November 1: Psalm 43; Malachi 1:6—2:9; Matthew 23:13-28
Sunday, November 2: Psalm 34:1-10,22; Revelations 7:9-17; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12
Monday, November 3: Psalm 5; Jeremiah 5:18-31; 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20
Tuesday, November 4: Psalm 5; Lamentations 2:13-17; Acts 13:1-12
Wednesday, November 5: Psalm 5; Proverbs 16:21-33; Matthew 15:1-9
Pentecost 22
Thursday, November 6: Psalm 70; Amos 1:1—2:5; Revelation 8:6—9:12
Friday, November 7: Psalm 70; Amos 3:1-12; Revelation 9:13-21;
Saturday, November 8: Psalm 70; Amos 4:6-13; Matthew 24:1-14
Sunday, November 9: Psalm 70; Amos 5:18-24;1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13
Monday, November 10: Psalm 63: Amos 8:7-14; 1 Corinthians 14:20-25
Tuesday, November 11:Psalm 63; Joel 1:1-14; 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Wednesday, November 12: Psalm 63: Joel 3:9-21; Matthew 24:29-35
Pentecost 23
Thursday, November 13: Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12; Ezekiel 6:1-14; Revelation 16:1-7
Friday, November 14: Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12; Ezekiel 7:1-9; Revelation 16:8-21
Saturday, November 15: Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12
Sunday, November 16: Psalm 90:1-8 (9-11) 12; Zeph 1:7, 12-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30
Monday, November 17: Psalm 9:1-14; Zechariah 1:7-17; Romans 2:1-11
Tuesday, November 18: Psalm 9:1-14; Zechariah 2:1-5; 5:1-4; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-18
Wednesday, November 19: Psalm 9:1-14; Job 16:1-21; Matthew 24:45-51
Christ the King
Thursday, November 20: Psalm 95:1-7a; 1 Kings 22:13-23; Revelation 14:1-11
Friday, November 21: Psalm 95:1-7a; 1 chronicles 17:1-15; Revelation 22:1-9
Saturday, November 22: Psalm 95:1-7a; Isaiah 44:21-28; Matthew 12:46-50
Sunday, November 23: Psalm 95:1-7a; Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46
Monday, November 24: Psalm 7; Esther 2:1-18; 2 Timothy 2:8-13
Tuesday, November 25: Psalm 7; Esther 8:3-17; Revelation 19:1-9
Wednesday, November 26: Psalm 7; Ezekiel 33:7-20; John 5:19-40
Advent 1
Thursday, November 27: Psalm 65; Deuteronomy 8:7-18; 2 Corinthians 9;6-25; Luke 17:11-19
Friday, November 28: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Zechariah 14:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18
Saturday, November 29: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Micah 2:1-13; Matthew 24:15-31
Sunday, November 30: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Isaiah 64:1-9; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37
Monday, December 1: Psalm 79; Micah 4:1-5; Revelation 15:1-8
Tuesday, December 2: Psalm 79; Micah 4:6-13; Revelation 18:1-10
Wednesday, December 3: Psalm 79; Micah 5:1-5a; Luke 21:34-38

Ministry Leadership Transition Team Update...
The Ministry Leadership Transition team met weekly through the month of October and has hosted two open
forums for members of the congregation to provide input about current and future staffing needs at Custer Lutheran
Fellowship. Team members are Joey Kortemeyer (chairperson), Dave Thom, Christy Schmahl, Mickey Schlecht,
Phil Lewison, Nancy Suelflow and Pastor Tom Opoien.
Members of the team are currently meeting with various groups within the congregation to discuss ministry needs
in the congregation and in the community, tasks that can be performed by lay people compared to tasks performed
by paid staff, and areas of ministry that will need special attention in the near future.
In consultation with the church council, the following three proposals are being studied: to continue to do ministry
with our current staffing, to call a part-time associate pastor, or to become a host site for a seminary intern. The
council has recommended that pursuing a full-time associate pastor at this time would not be a good stewardship
decision.
If you have any input for the committee please feel free to talk to any of them.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Senior Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lonnie Hosman
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

