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Holy Week Worship schedule...
At the center of our faith as Christians is the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Holy Week has started, but you
can still participate in the remaining services and activities:
V Maundy Thursday Worship – March 29th (6:30 PM): As
we recall Jesus’ last meal with his disciples, we hear the story of the Last
Supper and we follow Jesus’ command to “do this in remembrance of me” as
we celebrate Holy Communion. As part of our Maundy Thursday worship, we
will have the opportunity to participate in foot washing, similar to Jesus washing
the disciples feet. Pastor Pam will have a foot washing station at the front of
the sanctuary where all are invited to come forward and have their feet washed.
It is a simple rite, simply pouring water over your feet, but it is such a powerful
message of service and love for each other. The service concludes with a
dramatic stripping of the altar.
V Good Friday CROSSWALK & BREAKFAST – March 30th (6:30 AM): One of
the favorite traditions at Custer Lutheran Fellowship is the “Crosswalk” around
Stockade Lake. We gather at 6:30 AM to carry the cross together in
remembrance of Jesus’ journey through the streets of Jerusalem. The pace is
not fast and we stop several times to hear the words of Jesus from the cross
and to pray for those who suffer near and far. Back at CLF, we celebrate the
beginning of this best and worst of all days with a hearty potluck breakfast. We
still need people to signup at the Welcome Center to carry the cross and pray.
V Good Friday Worship – March 30th (6:30 PM): A somber and reflective
service of light and darkness in which we hear the story of Jesus’ crucifixion
and death according to the Gospel of John. This service helps us to focus
intensively on the majesty and power of Christ crucified for and among us.
V Easter Morning Worship & Breakfast – April 1st (6:30 & 10 AM): We begin
life anew as we gather with the women at the tomb to hear and proclaim together that “Christ is risen!” Please note the change in “usual” Sunday worship
times to the earlier sunrise service at 6:30 AM and the second service at 10:00
AM. In between services the RAP Group (CLF’s high school ministry)
provides an Easter Breakfast with a free-will offering.
All are welcome to attend any or all of these services. However, the more services
we attend, the more meaningful they are as we allow the whole story of Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection to sink into our hearts and minds.

Who Doesn’t Enjoy a “Second Breakfast”!

Your Social Ministry Team will be hosting April’s second fundraising breakfast at CLF on Sunday, April 22nd
between services. We will be serving biscuits & gravy, pancakes and fruit cups. A free-will offering will be collected
for two missions: Cornerstone Rescue Mission and the Pine Ridge (where help is needed in completing the
construction of a community gathering place). Come satisfy your appetite for food and fellowship and help finance
these organizations doing God’s work. Mark your calendar!
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THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
The Christian Book Study group meets weekly on Thursday mornings. The group gathers in the Fireside Room
from 9:30 to 11:30 AM. There are always coffee and treats provided by group members. We read aloud from the
book we have selected, so you do not have to read or prepare ahead of time! The reading is interrupted regularly
with questions, comments, laughter, challenging thoughts and reflections, faith and life stories. It is a fun,
free-flowing discussion.
We are currently reading A Year of Biblical Womanhood by Rachel Held Evans. In this book, the author decides to
embark on a year of biblical womanhood, vowing to take all of the Bible’s instructions for women as literally as
possible. Books are available or you can share one with the group. Hope to see you there!

Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast/Book Study
We meet the second Saturday of each month from 8 to 10 AM in the Fireside Room at CLF. Our next session
will be on April 14th. Breakfast will be served then we will watch and discuss a NOOMA DVD. Come to one, or
come to all...no book required! If you have any questions contact Allen Canete at 673-3753.

LET’S GET NOISY!
This school year the focus for our monthly “Noisy Offering” is to support the ELCA’s Bureau of
Federal Chaplaincy for the Military. They do the important ministry of being the church and providing
pastoral care for our servicemen and women serving in far away places. Two of our members—
Christian Frank & Dean Suelflow—deployed in October. This is one way we can show our support
to their families.
The second Sunday of every month which this month is April 8th, we invite you to contribute to our “Noisy
Offering”. At the close of the Children’s Message—children will collect your coins, bills and checks and place these
gifts in our special “Noisy Offering” cream can. Your spare change is guaranteed to make a difference in the lives
of our military personnel serving overseas. So, be a part of it!

Committee People Needed!
Your CLF Council is working hard to re-establish active, dynamic committees for God’s work in this place, and to do
so we need you! We especially need people willing to help in the areas of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION and
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY. If you have any interest, any passion, or if you just want to learn more, give yourself as
a Christmas gift to CLF. There are sign-up sheets at the Welcome Center.

2017 CLF PHOTO DIRECTORY
Copies are still available!! You may pick one up between services or during the week in the church
office. In order to cover the cost of printing in color, there is a suggested donation of $5.

Let Your Light Shine This Spring!
This spring we will be raising funds to change the lights in the Sanctuary and the halide lights in
the parking lot to led lightbulbs. Currently, we have 19 hanging chandeliers that use 600 watts of
electricity and we will be changing them to a total of 86 watts per light which will bring an energy
reduction of each light of 514watt!!! What a wonderful way to help our environment. The cost for
the light bulbs for each chandelier is $90.84 plus tax. We also have the 20 can lights in the
Sanctuary that use 150 watts each and we will be reducing them to a 30 watt bulb which runs $12.89 plus tax per
bulb. Total cost of these lights is $1,983.76 plus tax. The three halide lamps in the parking lots are 400 watts and
will be changed to led lights with arm extensions at $169.24 each. Total cost is $507.72 plus tax for these lights.
The estimated total cost of this project’s light bulbs is $2,491.48 plus tax.
Please consider a donation to the Lighting fund this spring so we can make a “Bright” environmental impact and
decrease our energy foot print and save some money on the Church’s electrical budget. Our estimated energy
savings would be $1,600 per year. A donation box will be set up at church and you can also write a check to
church with lighting project in the notes. We appreciate all that our church family does. Remember...this little light
of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! Thank you! ~ CLF—”Let Your Light Shine Team”
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care & share...
These are the monthly Care & Share groups for
February and March. The Coordinators will be
contacting you to find out which Sunday(s) you are
available to help. The areas where help is needed
are: Greeters/Ushers, Readers, Communion Servers
and Coffee Hosts.
The February sign-up sheet is already located at the
Welcome Center and the March sheet will be
available at the Welcome Center around the middle
of February.
Please say yes when called....your help is greatly
appreciated!
Thank you for serving the Lord in
this important way!!
* Calling Coordinators
April—Duane Martinz
May—Christie Behlings

APRIL
Elaine Alt
Helena Buehler
Jean Diedtrich
Steve & Lisa Esser
Norbert & Jane Faulstich
Don & Heather Helfer
John & Karla Kirk
Joe & Erin Konkol
Jim & Patti Lee
Nancy & *Duane Martinz
Glen & Paula Mitchell
Larry Peterson
Rich & Kathy Polzine
Verl & Kathy Scheibe
David & Kathy Thoreson
Greg & Connie Werner
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MAY
Joel & *Christie Behlings
Keith & Laura Burden
Ann Cazer
Steve Engelbrecht
Heath & Catherine Harding
Pat & Rick Hudson
Joyce Jindra
Bud & Mary Olson
Kent & Renae Schneider
Dan & Anita Swanson
Janice Sweere
Bob & Sherri Timperley
Nathan & Katie Wiederholt
Neil & Joanne Witt

Please notify Pastor Pam when:
ª There is a hospitalization in your family
ª There is a death in your family
ª You would like a pastoral visit
ª There is a birth or adoption
ª Someone becomes homebound
ª Someone becomes unemployed
ª There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the
body of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pastor Pam Power
701-955-5282 (cell)
pam_clf@gwtc.net
673-4691 (church)

snowbirds...
This photo was taken
on Wednesday, March
14th, when 18 of the CLF
group gathered at the
home of DeMaris & Erv
Nesheim.
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Reflections From Pastor Pam!

CROSSROADS

A holy and joyous Happy Easter to you all! What a joy it has been to walk this
journey of Lent with you as we grapple with our own sin personally and corporately
together, knowing that we are all forgiven and loved through it all.
I just finished leading a class called the “Faces of Christ,” and one of the
recurring themes throughout the study of different ministries around the world was
that of hope. Hope is so powerful in our lives. And for me, Easter is all about hope. Jesus resurrection shows
us in a very real, tangible way that death is not the end, evil doesn’t win, darkness isn’t more powerful than
light, and that God has the last word. And that word is hope.
No matter what is going on in our lives, no matter how bad things may be for us or the people we love, we can
trust that God is present with us and actively working in our lives. It certainly doesn’t always feel like it, but it’s
true. The hope we have in Christ overcomes our darkest nights of fear and pain and doubt. Many of the people
in the “Faces of Christ” study live in horrible situations of poverty and abuse and systemic injustice. It probably
feels like nothing will ever get better for them. But through Christ working in and through the people who are
suffering, and those who walk with them, they can begin to see the light of Christ in the midst of their darkness.
Christ is working in them to help them feel and see hope, and Christ is working through the people in various
ministries who work with them to help them see that hope.
We all carry that same hope and light within us. We carry it with us wherever we go. My prayer for each of us is
that we share Christ’s light and hope with everyone we encounter, from our families to the checkout person at
the grocery store to those we serve at the Storehouse – and everywhere! There are so many people right here
in our community who struggle with darkness and hopelessness. You and I can bring Christ’s hope and help
bring people out of their darkness. And we also need to share that hope with each other! We, too, sometimes
are the ones in the darkness and need to be led back to the light and hope we have through Christ.
As we sing and shout our “Alleluia’s” on Easter Sunday, let Jesus light enter your life, allow him to push away
the darkness, and begin to see Christ’s light reflected in your life and in the lives of those around you. Take a
deep breath and allow the hope and joy of Easter fill you, feel Jesus presence surrounding you, and let the light
of Christ shine in you.
Blessings in this Easter season!
Pastor Pam

Guest Preachers in April...
Holy Humor Sunday—April 8th — The Sunday after Easter in the Third Century, Greek Christian
tradition began the Holy Hilarity Sunday. God gets the last laugh on the Devil. It’s also known as
Sunday Lite. Both worship services will be led by Pastor Phil Lewison. Come have your spirit lifted!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sunday, April 22nd — Pastor Wayne Gallipo is the Lead Pastor for St. Dysmas of South Dakota. He serves with
Pastor David Bentz who serves the men who worship at the Mike Durfee State Prison in Springfield, SD. Pastor
Wayne serves the men who worship at the South Dakota State Penitentiary, is responsible for the development
efforts for the ministry and also overseas the St. Dysmas Reentry Program. Mitch Wilson was recently hired to be
the coordinator for the Reentry Program.
St. Dysmas of South Dakota serves men who are incarcerated at the two men’s prisons in South Dakota. While
these men have done terrible things they are still created in God’s image and God’s beloved children. Because of
generous people like you we are able to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to men who are desperate to hear
it. I invite you to come hear more about our ministry at a forum offered between services. Pastor Wayne has a
short video to show that gives you a glimpse of what the ministry looks like inside the walls of the penitentiary and
hear from two inmates as they talk about what St. Dysmas means for them.

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, April 23rd, 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: Ann Snow & Lois Anderson
PROGRAM: Juliann Gramkow will tell us about a program in Custer called RISE (Recovery, Intervention, Support,
Education)
Our March meeting was cancelled due to the weather—spring can come anytime now!!
This is a reminder that the W/ELCA Auction of Talents will be held between services on April 15th. The auction is an
event in which the whole congregation can participate. Folks are encouraged to donate a talent that will be put up for
auction. The talent can be a craft item, food or a deed. The deed is where imagination comes to play. We had have
folks go into a home and provide a meal, we have had firewood hauled in and stacked, ground work has been offered with
a backhoe. Babysitting is also a talent and the list goes on just as our talents can go to helping one another. Please pick
up a registration form at the Welcome Center and fill in the information about your talent. The form can be given to
Donna in the office or to Jackie Hartwick or Barb Lewison before the auction. The form gives us an idea what to
expect the day of the auction. Of course, if you forget, the form can also be filled out the day of the auction. Thanks
in advance for your support of this project. Your support can be given in the form of an item donation and, of course, as
a participant and bidder during the auction.
The Lutheran Social Services West River Benefit will be held at Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn on April 22, 2018 at 5:00
PM. This is an evening of sharing a meal, auctions and interesting information. If interested in attending please contact
Arbutus Winter, 673-5283.
The Bear Butte Conference W/ELCA Spring Gathering will be held on Saturday, April 21, 2018. The gathering will
take place at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Spearfish. This year’s theme is “God’s Promises to a Woman’s Heart”.
The theme centers around Hebrews 13:5—”I will never leave thee or forsake thee. The speaker will be Patti Aurand,
Hospice Chaplain. Registration will be from 9-9:30 AM. The cost for registration which includes lunch is $6.00.
Silent Auction—bring an item to auction. Love Offering—personal items such as toilet paper, toothpaste, shampoo, etc.
will go to the Spearfish Food Pantry. Afternoon offering and silent auction funds will benefit the Spearfish Hospice.
For more info, please contact Jackie Hartwick.
Quilting continues at 9:00 AM on Tuesday mornings. Everyone is invited to participate in this outstanding outreach
program!
Bingo at Custer Senior Care—The first Friday of each month 4-5 people gather to call and help residents enjoy an
hour of Bingo from 2—3 PM. We welcome new people to join us! Any questions, please call Arbutus Winter, 673-5283.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

April—June Mission Project: WEAVE
ª
ª
ª
ª

Paper products – tissues, toilet paper
Shampoo, soaps, lotions
Feminine products
Laundry soap
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

Lenten Missions - You Helped!

Through March 21st, the missions received the following amounts: The Storehouse—$753; Outlaw
Ranch—$506; W.E.A.V.E.—$432; Operation Black Hills Cabin—$152; and Battle Mountain Humane
Society—$527 for a total of $2,370. WOW!!
The cans for all five missions will be up through Easter if you haven’t had a chance to help.

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pam — pam_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Pam: in office Tuesday—Friday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Tuesday Afternoon & Wednesday

CROSSROADS

2017 Thrivent Choice Dollars® ...
If you haven’t already done so, you still have time to
direct your designated 2017 Thrivent Choice Dollars
by March 31, 2018. After that date, any undirected
Choice Dollars will expire. Don’t miss this opportunity to help support Custer Lutheran Fellowship. Go
to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-THRIVENT
and state “Thrivent Choice.”

Thursday Men’s Breakfast
7:00 AM — “Our Place”
Come join us for breakfast. There’s always good
conversation and good food! Open to newcomers!

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option
to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING”
link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled
donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At
this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions only, however you can set-up your
own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.

Volunteers Needed...
We are in need of volunteers to help with the Nursery and Sound System on Sunday mornings. Both positions involve
one Sunday a month at either the early or late service. The Sound System includes running the PowerPoint and
recording the sermon besides managing the Sound Board. Don’t worry though...we will train you on the sound system!!
If you are interested in helping with these two areas or have questions, please contact the church office.

2018 Budget thru February, 2018
2018 Actual

2018 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Total Income

$
$
$
$
$

57,337.50
832.23
119.00
71.00
58,359.73

$
$
$
$
$

(995.84)

98.3%

(422.50)

22.0%

58,874.84

$
$
$
$
$

(515.11)

99.1%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$
$
$
$
$
$

15,601.12
2,109.37
1,624.55
6,509.50
32,295.84
58,140.38

$
$
$
$
$
$

17,952.66
1,961.10
2,161.12
7,270.18
31,813.52
61,158.58

$
$
$
$
$
$

(2,351.54)
148.27
(536.57)
(760.68)
482.32
(3,018.20)

86.9%
107.6%
75.2%
89.5%
101.5%
95.1%

58,333.34
541.50

% of Budget
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
It is spring coming to the hills (at last!). It will be a great time to restart outdoor activities, and high on my list is taking long
walks around our local lakes. Getting exercise this way just always seems so much easier and enjoyable. Grab a friend
and get out and do it!
I have been a local advocate for mental health in our area, as you would know from reading my articles. A big topic I
want to address is Mental Illness and Suicide. Yes, we all want that subject hidden, but it happens here, as in
everywhere. When it happens, it affects so many people. Not only family, but friends, neighbors, coworkers, classmates
and the list goes on. I do my best to keep current in dealing with this issue in order to allow me to help those who must
face this it. I want to be there to help someone get the help to overcome these feelings. I also want to do my best to
educate people on how to detect problems before it’s too late. I want to be there for those who must grieve their loss.
My plan is to start a conversation on Mental Illness and Suicide for all involved in any way. I will be holding this
discussion between services on Sunday, April 29th, from 9:30—10:30 & longer if needed. I invite anyone who seeks
some guidance and information about this problem. If you have followed the series of articles in the Custer Chronicle on
this, you understand that our community is not immune. Healthy mind, healthy spirit...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse

MENTAL HEALTH...
We have heard the worst of the worst recently with the school shootings and bombings and the like. Often times the
cause is related to a mental illness. Yes, it is true that some mental illnesses can affect judgement and a hold on reality.
These people needed help desperately long before these events. These are the extreme cases. Do not stereotype
people with a mental illness as this dangerous. The majority of people with Mental Illness will get help and treatment and
become outstanding people. There is help and hope. Healthy mind, healthy life...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse

Construction Volunteers Needed...
Our congregation has been asked to join other Bear Butte Conference ELCA churches in the building of the new retreat
center at Woyatan Lutheran Church in Rapid City. A member of our congregation, Larry Peterson, is responsible for
organizing all volunteers. The actual construction will take place between August 1st and December 31st 2018.
People interested in helping with the construction, or with supplying snacks for the crew, are asked to contact Larry by
e-mail at larryp57745@gmail.com. A meeting will be set up at our church for Larry to meet with all volunteers later this
spring.

What is AmazonSmile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the
purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from nearly one million organizations to support.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile?
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You
may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at
AmazonSmile.
How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations
from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase
you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. CLF is registered as one of the charitable organizations...
any donations we receive will go towards additional mission support.
How much of my purchase does Amazon donate?
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. The
purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-wrapping fees,
taxes, or service charges. From time to time, we may offer special, limited time promotions that increase the donation
amount on one or more products or services or provide for additional donations to charitable organizations. Special
terms and restrictions may apply.
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Wednesday Night
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SPARK Kids…
and all other Wednesday NightLife activities will resume on April 11th. The SPARK Kids program starts at 4 PM with
children picked up at school and transported to church and concludes each Wednesday at 5:15 PM. The children
and their families are invited to join us for a meal followed by worship. We are done by 6:30 PM.
There is NO cost for this program. Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors. All are welcome. All children need
to be registered by their parents in order to participate. Those materials are available through the church office. It is
never too late to register a child!
Our curriculum features the “Jesus Storybook Bible” where the children will discover that every story whispers the
name of Jesus! The themes and Bible stories for the month of April are as follows:
ü April 4—NO Wednesday NightLife activities
ü April 11 – “Fruit of the Spirit”
ü April 18 – “Jesus & the Little Children”
ü April 25 – “Zaccheus”

Wednesday NightLife...
Wednesdays are a mid-week faith recharge for your family. Don’t miss it! Our weekly schedule goes like this:
SPARK Kids from 4:00 to 5:15 PM
Family Meal from 5:15 to 6:00 PM
Worship from 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Adult Education & Confirmation from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
Choir Practice at 7:30 PM
The meal schedule for February will be slightly different and is as follows:
ü April 4th – No Wednesday NightLife activities
ü April 11th – the Family Meal is a Pot-Luck. We will supply fried chicken and drinks (lemonade, water and
coffee). Please bring a favorite food item to share (side, salad or dessert). You may prepare something at
home to bring OR you are more than welcome to pick something up at the grocery store on your way to church.
Either way, we will eat it! The other Wednesday NightLife meals in April will follow this schedule:
ü April 18th – Make-Your-Own Sandwich Bar
ü April 25th – Pizza! (and salad)
Worship for the month of April will be as follows:
ü April 4th – No Wednesday NightLife activities
ü April 11th – Old Hymns Sing
ü April 18th – Communion
ü April 25th – Holden Evening Prayer

Spotlight on Confirmation...
Confirmation will resume on Wednesday, April 11th. There will be NO Wednesday NightLife activities on April 4th.
On the 11th, students will meet back in their respective classrooms with their teachers.
Eighth grade students should already be working on their faith projects which include a typewritten “Statement of
Faith” and a “Faith Board”. These need to be completed and brought to class on Wednesday, April 18th. At that
time, you will “practice” the reading aloud of your Faith Paper and make any changes. (Parents: a letter with full
details will be mailed to you.) Then on Wednesday, April 25th, we will plan the Worship Service for Wednesday,
May 2nd, where you will be presenting your Faith Projects. We will also rehearse your Faith Papers in the
Sanctuary that night.
Also, on Wednesday, April 25th, during the Confirmation Hour, 6th & 7th grade parents will plan the WNL meal
for May 2nd, the night of the Confirmation Banquet. Please plan on attending and offering your help.
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RAP Group Fundraisers
We are continuing to fundraise for our trip to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Texas this June. Our "This
Changes Everything- 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering | SCHWAN'S CARES™" donation pay back is still in affect. If
you purchase food from Schwan’s request they make a donation to CLF RAP group with this link:
https://www.schwans-cares.com/campaigns/36827-this-changes-everything-2018-elca-youth-gathering.
Current Schwan’s customers can add our ID#:36827 at checkout to their purchase.
Students are continuing "work for hire" for donations, if you have babysitting, pet sitting, light housework or yard
work see one of the 12 RAP students going on the trip: Anna Riner, Mackenzie Laverick, Justin Doyle, Ember
Fluck, Tori Glazier, Emma Helfer, Morgan Helfter, Wyatt Hudson, Andrew AJ Kortemeyer, Kaitlyn Spring, Goldie
Whitaker or Machelle Wicks. Many thanks to everyone in the congregation for supporting our youth!

Rap Group to Serve Annual Easter Pancake Breakfast...
The Rap Group will continue the annual tradition of serving a pancake breakfast on Easter Sunday morning, April
1st, from 7:30 until 9:45. There will be a free will offering taken with the proceeds being used toward their trip to
Houston, TX on June 27—July 1, 2018 for the National Youth Gathering of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. Thirteen high school students and six adults from Custer Lutheran Fellowship will be traveling to
Houston to participate in the event. Please join us in supporting the Rap Group and for a great meal!

Our Daily Bread for the Wildcat Food Pantry...
Thank you to the CLF Rap Group for participating with the Thrivent Action Team “Our Daily Bread Service Project”
for the WildCat Food Pantry”. Hand written encouragement notes everyone wrote were on the food donations and
we will continue to collect food at church and bring into school over the Lenten Season. What a great way to start
the week by Living Generously! In 2017-2018 we have given $500+ worth of food to the WildCat Food Pantry and
$250+ for the Elementary Back pack program!!!
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – March 20, 2018
Treasurer’s Report — Members of the council reviewed the treasurer’s report which was submitted by Joy.
Expenses for snow removal and electricity in the parsonage were noted to be above monthly anticipations but no
action was indicated at this time. The report was approved. M/S/A

Unfinished Business:
ü Thrivent Choice – $198 had been contributed to CLF from the Choice Dollars through Thrivent Choice in
March for a total of $317. No action taken.
ü Attendance/Financial Statistics – were reviewed. Snow and cold were noted to dampen attendance.
ü Church Cleaning Update – Changes in assignment of church cleaning duties were noted.

New Business:
ü Membership Changes – The exiting transfers of Wanda McClanahan, Aaron & Stacie Thompson family and
Bruce & Kay McKee were noted.
ü Leaks in Ceiling – Members of the congregation had cleaned out the gutters and the leakage by the back
door to the Fellowship Hall has not been observed since. Some dripping had been observed in the Nursery/
SS room that may be related to the skylights. This area will need further observation. Flashing may be the
solution to the water collecting around the cistern. Maintenance will be working on the solution.
ü Council Sign-up for Campfire worships – was discussed. The first campfire is scheduled for May 9th at 6:00
PM. At the time, SPARK will be held earlier in the afternoon. The transition to the campfire service was not
totally clarified at this time. Council members will start the fire in a timely manner.
ü Council Goals – a general discussion of the Council goals as had been brainstormed at the Council Retreat
was held with no specific outline developed. President Rex charged the group to individually review the goals
and be ready to prioritize within a week.
ü Bishop Term Limits Info – the Synodical Resolution was discussed. Pastor Pam explained the history of the
current move and her understanding of the issue. The members in general agreed that 2 terms is a
reasonable limit but are now aware of the understanding of ecclesiastical ballots.
ü Staffing Concerns – Pastor Pam has noted that her duties are overwhelming and members noted that we
have had two full-time pastors in recent years. Edgemont’s Trinity Lutheran is no longer sharing a pastor with
St. John’s Lutheran in Hot Springs. Susan C. moved and it was seconded that further steps to consider
combined ministry with the Edgemont parish be considered. This was approved by the group. (M/S/A)
ü Day Camp – The plan is to hold an Outlaw Ranch sponsored Day Camp. Two weeks were available. Rex
moved that July 15-20 be the choice for this summer. M/S/A
ü Progress Edition – After discussion of the expenses and importance, Susan moved, Duane seconded and
the group approved that we not put an advertisement in the Progress edition. (M/S/A)
Committee & Ministry Team Reports:
ü Rap Group – will be working on wood splitting on May 6th. Katy indicated adult assistance would be needed
for the Easter breakfast and that the group was raising money to go to the National Youth Gathering in
Houston, TX.

Meanwhile … at Outlaw Ranch …
Women’s Retreat – Friday-Sunday, April 6th—8th “Nourishing Body & Soul” Come to Outlaw Ranch for a time
to breathe, unwind from the stress and demands of daily life, and renew your faith. Experience faith practices that
will help us nourish our souls, such as devotional Bible reading, hospitality, prayers around the cross, praying while
walking, and end-of-day reflection. Take time in God’s beautiful creation to deepen friendships and focus on things
that are important in our lives. Come. Find kindred spirits. Give yourself the gift of time and renewal. Led by Laura
Campbell and Penny Steinken.
Elementary Adventure Day – Sunday, April 22nd from 1:30 to 6:00 PM Bring yourself and a friend to an
afternoon of fun at camp. Games, worship, singing, crafts, hiking, hayrides, campfire, s'mores, and supper will
provide you a fun introduction to camp. Parents are welcome, too.
Passionate Quilters Spring 2018 – April 27th—29th and May 4th—6th Gather up those quilting projects and
head to Outlaw Ranch for a relaxed weekend of quilting, home cooked food, making new friends, and sharing
creative ideas and expertise.
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Easter
Sunday, April 1: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or
Acts 10:34-43; Mark 16:1-8 or John 20:1-18
Monday, April 2: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Genesis 1:1-19; 1 Corinthians 15:13-49
Tuesday, April 3: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Genesis 1:20—2:4a; 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
Wednesday, April 4: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Song of Solomon 3:1-11; Mark 16:1-8
2-Easter
Thursday, April 5: Psalm 133; Daniel 1:1-21; Acts 2:42-47
Friday, April 6: Psalm 133; Daniel 2:1-23; Acts 4:23-31
Saturday, April 7: Psalm 133; Daniel 2:24-49; John 12:44-50
Sunday, April 8: Psalm 133; Acts 4:32-36; 1 John 1:1—2:2; John 20:19-31
Monday, April 9: Psalm 135; Daniel 3:1-30; 1 John 2:3-11
Tuesday, April 10: Psalm 135; Daniel 6:1-28; 1 John 2:12-17
Wednesday, April 11: Psalm 135; Isaiah 26:1-15; Mark 12:18-27
3-Easter
Thursday, April 12: Psalm 4; Daniel 9:1-19; 1 John 2:18-25
Friday, April 13: Psalm 4; Daniel 10:2-29; 1 John 2:26-28
Saturday, April 14: Psalm 4; Acts 3:1-10; Luke 22:24-30
Sunday, April 15: Psalm 4; Acts 3:12-19; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48
Monday, April 16: Psalm 150; Jeremiah 30:1-11a; 1 John 3:10-16
Tuesday, April 17: Psalm 150; Hosea 5:15—6:6; 2 John 1-6
Wednesday, April 18: Psalm 150; Proverbs 9:1-6; Mark 16:9-18
4-Easter
Thursday, April 19: Psalm 23; Genesis 30:25-43; Acts 3:17-26
Friday, April 20: Psalm 23; Genesis 46:28—47:6; Acts 4:1-4
Saturday, April 21: Psalm 23; Genesis 48:8-19; Mark 6:30-34
Sunday, April 22: Psalm 23; Acts 4:5-12; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18
Monday, April 23: Psalm 95; 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 1 Peter 5:1-5
Tuesday, April 24: Psalm 95; 1 Chronicles 11:1-9; Revelation 7:13-17
Wednesday, April 25: Psalm 95; Micah 7:8-20; Mark 14:26-31
5-Easter
Thursday, April 26: Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 8:1-7; Acts 8:1b-8
Friday, April 27: Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 8:11-13; Acts 8:9-25
Saturday, April 28: Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 9:7-15; Mark 4:30-32
Sunday, April 29: Psalm 22:25-31; Acts 8:26-40; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8
Monday, April 30: Psalm 80; Isaiah 5:1-7; Galatians 5:16-26
Tuesday, May 1: Psalm 80; Isaiah 32:9-20; James 3:17-18
Wednesday, May 2: Psalm 80; Isaiah 65:17-25; John 14:18-31

iMatch Spiritual Gifts Inventory Retreat at Outlaw Ranch
CLF will be hosting a followup session for iMatch Spiritual Gifts Inventory
on Saturday, April 28th, 8:30-12:00 at the Outlaw Ranch Barn Chapel.
The Evangelism Team has been working to encourage you to identify your Spiritual
Gifts. There have been several skits and temple talks during services in February. Arley
Fadness had gatherings in the fireside room to talk about results. Next, we are planning
a Spiritual Gifts Retreat at Outlaw Ranch!
If you haven’t already done so, we encourage you to go online to elca.org and search 'Spiritual Gifts Assessment
Tool'; or pick up a paper copy in the Narthex. You will be able to complete a fun and quick assessment to
determine your Spiritual Gifts. Bring the results to the retreat on April 28th for meaningful discussion and insight on
how you can use your gifts in ministry both at church and in your daily lives. Please sign up at the Welcome
Center so that we can get an idea of how many to prepare for. There are no costs for attendees. Heavy breakfast
snacks and coffee, etc. will be served.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Pamela Power
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretary: Ann Snow
Treasurer: Joy Smolnisky
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

