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“Congregational Update” - Dave Thom, Congregational President
I would like to share with you some important items in the life of our congregation.
Ø Call Committee — The 10 members of the Call Committee recently completed a
“Ministry Site Profile” that describes the characteristics of our congregation and the
areas of ministry we seek in a future pastor. In January it will be posted on the
Synod website and available for review by potential candidates. A “ministry site
study” conducted by Synod and Bear Butte Conference folks will be scheduled. It
will be our chance, in a group exercise, to discuss our vision and ministry goals for
CLF. If you have any ideas or feedback, please feel to provide it at anytime.
Ø Budget Forum - scheduled for Sunday, January 15th between services
(IMPORTANT). Council representatives are seeking your input on the draft 2017
plan and will present an outlook for 2018. We are optimistic yet cautious about the
budget…but thrilled with our ministry. Do grab your coffee and join us. It’s an
important time of Spirit-led conversation.
Ø Annual Meeting – scheduled for Sunday, January 29th in the Fellowship Hall.
Oh, yes, sometimes considered a ‘ho-hum’ affair, but is a critical gathering in the
life of our congregation. Attendees will get information about and approve our
2017 Mission Plan, elect officers, and act on other important initiatives. Plus, there
will be good food (and Super Bowl is February 5th…so no excuses J). A potluck
meal will begin following the 10:30 worship service. The Church Council will
provide chicken and beverages, but we as that depending on the first letter of
your last name, you bring one of the following items:
ª Last name begins with Q — Z ... please bring a dessert.
ª Last name begins with A — H ... please bring a salad.
ª Last name begins with I — P ... please bring a hot vegetable (which
may include potato dishes).
Travelers, we have a vibrant congregation, folks travel year-round. Your active lives are
a part of our energy. We value your involvement in our congregation. So, do contact us
with concerns, thoughts and ideas. Phone and computer lines run into Custer even in
the winter and CLF is on social media. J
As you read this do enjoy the last of the 12 Days of Christmas…it is a time for reflection
and appreciation to those around us for service and friendship. I would like to express
appreciation to Pat, Yvonne, Donna, Sara and Augie, the Church Council, and the
“host” of volunteers (“heavenly angels”) that do Christ’s work at Custer Lutheran
Fellowship and in the community. The Spirit is at work through you. God’s richest
blessings for 2017.
Living God’s Generosity – THANK YOU

Thank you for your participation in the 2016 Fall Stewardship Emphasis – Living God’s Generosity. Custer Lutheran
Fellowship is an active, faith-filled congregation committed to worship, mission, support and learning made possible by
the time, talents and financial support of its members.
Our foundational concepts in stewardship: 1) it’s all God’s (our time, talent, and treasure), 2) we are God’s stewards, 3)
we respond to God’s love with our first fruits, proportionately as we are able…for 4) we are cheerful givers…as we’ve
been blessed.
You may still provide your commitment for 2017 by getting a card through the office. For your convenience, and to help
support congregation ministry, electronic giving is available and encouraged via the CLF web-page:
www.custerlutheran.com at the “on-line giving” tab. Thank you.
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THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
Feel free to join our weekly Christian Book Study any time! We gather on Thursday mornings in the Fireside Room from
9:30 to 11:30 AM. And of course, there are always coffee and treats. There is no need to prepare for anything because
we read aloud from the book we have selected. Our reading is regularly interrupted with questions, thoughts and
reflections. It is a very fun and free-flowing discussion. We grow together as we challenge one another, disagree with
one another, share our life and faith experiences and laugh a lot! It surely is something special.
We recently started a new book entitled Grace All Around Us: Embracing God’s Promise in Tragedy and Loss by
Stephen Paul Bouman. Bouman was the Bishop of the Metropolitan New York Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America at the time of 9/11.
This is a powerful book of unbearable loss and horror that will take us on an authentic journey through the grief and
tragedy in New York City and the aftermath of 9/11 from someone who was on the front lines. “In his reflections, his
memories, his prose, he takes us to the cross and the empty tomb. It is there … that we see God’s words of hope and
promise: ‘Christ has died. Christ is risen. Chris will come again.’”
When we complete that book, we will move on to our next selection – Amish Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended
Tragedy. This is the story of the remarkable response of the Amish community to the horrific shooting of ten school girls
in 2006. “In a word where religion spawns so much violence and vengeance, the surprising act of Amish forgiveness
begs for deeper consideration.”
Join us for some great conversation. We can share books. Deepen your faith. And discover people who you will come
to know as friends…

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
3-H Club will meet on January 15th from 1:30 to 2:30 PM. Since we didn’t meet in December, we will start
by listening to Garrison Keillor tell the Christmas Story and then we will hear some jokes and stories about
firemen. Everyone and anyone are welcome and others may came also!

GOD’S GLOBAL BARNYARD...
This school year our children’s mission project is the ELCA’s God’s Global Barnyard project. A cow, a
couple of goats, a dozen chicks, two pigs, farming tools, seeds, agricultural training and support can help a
family achieve a fresh starts. With new tools and techniques, crops will grow stronger. Eggs, milk and meat
from farm animals provide a lifetime of food to eat and sell on the market. All of this helps a family escape
the cycle of hunger and poverty. Your gifts make a difference!
So, join our children and give a gift to our “Noisy Offering” on Sunday, January 8th. At the close of the Children’s
Message – children will collect your coins, bills and checks and place these gifts in our special “Noisy Offering” cream
can.

Alternative gift marketS recap....

On November 6th & 9th the Social Ministry Team sponsored an alternative gift market Sharing the Dream Crafts from
Guatemala. Sharing the Dream Crafts sales totaled $2,073.87. On December 11th, 14th, & 18th sponsored the ELCA
Good Gifts which totaled $2,152 plus $585 from Sunday School and the Noisy Offering. Thanks for your patronage with
both of these worthy projects! Here is the breakdown for the ELCA Good Gifts:

4 Pigs........................................................................$120
1 Cow........................................................................$500
11 Goats....................................................................$550
11 Chicks...................................................................$110
7 Honey Bees............................................................$140
2 Roosters.................................................................$ 30
1 Share of an oxen & plow........................................$250
2 Sheep.....................................................................$250
1 Share of a well........................................................$250
2 Mosquito Nets.........................................................$ 20

3 Fruit-tree Seedlings...............................................$ 30
3 School Fees & Uniform for a Girl...........................$120
1 Vaccinations for a Child.........................................$ 30
2 Feed a Refugee Family for One Week..................$100
2 Water Jugs............................................................$ 24
1 Train an Evangelist...............................................$ 38
1 Feed 10 at a Soup Kitchen...................................$ 20
3 Stock a backpack with food..................................$ 30
1 Microloan..............................................................$125
Total..............................................................$2,737
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Care & Share

care & share...
These are the monthly Care & Share groups for
January and February. The Coordinators will
be contacting you to find out which Sunday(s) you
are available to help. The areas where help is
needed are: Greeters/Ushers, Readers,
Communion Servers and Coffee Hosts.
The January sign-up sheet is already located at
the Welcome Center and the February sheet will
be available at the Welcome Center around the
middle of January.
Please say yes when called....
your help is greatly appreciated!
Thank you for serving the
Lord in this important way!!
* Calling Coordinators

JANUARY
Brenda Anderson
Russ & Amy Bailey
Craig & Becky Black
John & Susan Culberson
Mike & Heather Hiltunen
Lonnie Hosman/Anne Sandvig
Darlene Kainz
Mike & Sara* Janson
Rex & Janna Jorgensen
Denny & Donna* McConnell
Dan & Shirley Roddy
Jon & Jane Skaar
Alan & Kim Webster
Jared Webster
David & Cindy Whitaker
Jim & Arbutus Winter
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FEBRUARY
Arny & Delores Anderson
Allen & Kim Canete
Nate & Erin Chowning
Linda & Gene Fennell
Matt Haugen
Darwin & Jerilee Hoeft
Dale & Donna Karsky
Liz Kleffner
Blaine & Joey Kortemeyer
Craig Lewis & Yvonne* Steindal
Rick March
John & Rae Mooney
Fred & Mary Rittberger
Karen Schleining
Lavina Shoop
Dave & Sharon Smith
Janet Twedt

Please notify Interim Pastor, Pat or Outreach Minister, Yvonne when:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

There is a hospitalization in your family
There is a death in your family
You would like a pastoral visit
There is a birth or adoption
Someone becomes homebound
Someone becomes unemployed
There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy

Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the body
of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pat Eidsness, Interim Pastor
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
605-584-0028
673-4691 (church)
605-593-6165 (cell)
pat_clf@gwtc.net
yvonne_clf@gwtc.net

Wednesday NightLife …

Our regular Wednesday NightLife program resumes on January 4th. The schedule is as follows:

Ø 4:00 PM – We always need help with last minute preparations – which includes filling water pitchers, making
lemonade, setting out food items, plates and utensils. Please come and help as you are able.
Ø 5:05 PM – SPARK Kids set all the tables with salt & pepper, water glasses and a pitcher of water.
Ø 5:15 PM – A spoken grace is shared before we eat. The meal schedule for this month is:
ª January 4 – Lynn’s DakotaMart Chicken & Family Potluck (Every family is invited to bring something to share!)
ª January 11 – Meal prepared by Craig Lewis. Craig makes every effort to provide gluten-free options on the
Wednesdays he cooks. Please let him know if you have other health related dietary issues.
ª January 18 – Meal prepared by Donna McConnell & Mickey Schlecht.
ª January 25 – Meal prepared by Craig Lewis.
Ø 5:45 PM – Grace is sung and Announcements are made. Confirmation families who are assigned Clean-Up for
that night can begin their work.
Ø 6:00 PM – Bell is rung for Worship!
Ø 6:30 PM – Confirmation and Adult Learning Classes
Ø 7:30 PM – Choir Practice

Thoughts From Pat!
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Splashed by the Spirit…
I love the story Pastor Paul tells at Baptism classes at Peace Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls. He says, “What if a rich
uncle left your child $20 M in a trust fund that becomes accessible to your child at age 21…but no one ever tells the
child about the trust? It still legally belongs to the child and it always will, but it will never impact his/her life here and
now.” Who would do that?
God’s gift of baptism is a lot like that…only, like in the MasterCard commercial, it’s PRICELESS! God has in trust
for each and every one of us the priceless gifts of baptism:
+ Makes us his child (Matthew 28:19)
+ Cleanses us from all sin (Acts 22:16)
+ Gives us the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5)
+ Makes us a member of the body of Christ, the church (Romans 6:5)
+ Promises us eternal life (Mark 16:16)
In our baptism, we claim those gifts to enjoy here and now - to strengthen our faith as we journey through life. It is
not some legalistic requirement, a condition that needs to be met to be saved. Rather, baptism is a promise God
makes that won’t be broken. Jesus commanded it because we need it, not because God needs it!
On January 8th we will celebrate Baptism of Our Lord Sunday with a remembrance of our own baptisms. We’ll all be
‘splashed by the Spirit,’ and we thought this was a perfect opportunity to invite people of all ages who have not been
baptized to come and claim your gifts. We say in the Apostles’ Creed that “we believe in one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins,” so if you have been baptized anytime, anywhere these gifts are yours. If you have not been
baptized and would like to be, or if you have children who are not baptized, please let us know!
We will offer two opportunities for you to attend a short session of instruction for baptism. You can come January
17th at 5:45 PM (with pizza) or between services on January 22nd. There will be a sign-up sheet at church or you
can call the office, 673-4691 to sign up for the session that works best for you. Come hear the words, “Child of God,
you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever…” (ELW p. 231)
Pat Eidsness
Interim Pastor

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗ Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
∗ Outdoor Landscaping
∗ Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
∗ Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
∗ Hand Bells
Recent Memorials:
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Delmer Brown from Mark & Bonnie Thompson for the flooring fund
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Anita Swedlund from Mark & Bonnie Thompson for the flooring fund

Put Your Money Where Your Feet Are!
THANK YOU to all who supported “Put Your Money Where Your Feet Are..” The heroes are Duane Martinz and Jim &
Carol Laverick for their wonderful help. To the W/ELCA women who don’t need direction and do what is needed you
were great. To the people who donated $2,642...MANY, MANY thanks. CLF is truly blessed.
~ Thank you, Mickey Schlecht

Thank You…
Craig and I want to thank you for your many kindnesses show to us over this Christmas season. The food, the gifts,
the cards, the words of support – all of it has meant so much to us. We feel so very blessed to be part of this CLF
family and we look forward to the year ahead serving alongside you in our community.
~ Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, January 23rd, 11:30 AM in the Fireside Room
HOSTESSES: Mary Boots & Arbutus Winter
PROGRAM: TBA
We did not have a meeting in December. We hope that everyone enjoyed a peaceful Christmas and wish all a Happy New
Year!
Our officers for 2017 are as follows:
President: Jackie Hartwick
Vice President: Arbutus Winter
Devotions: LaVonne Horn
Secretary: Rosemary Chappell
Treasurer: Barb Lewison
Mission & Community: Ginny Myers
We will have our first executive board meeting on Tuesday, January 3, 2017 at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room. We will
be reviewing our By-Laws.
Quilting begins for 2017 at 9:00 AM on January 3rd. There is something for every talent. A person does not need to be
a quilter to help! Quilting is a huge outreach from our group!
A reminder that the inmates at St Dysmas crochet stocking caps. If you have yarn to contribute to this cause, please
leave it in the office with Donna.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

January—March Mission Project: Quilts for LWR & Local Needs
# Thread
# Cotton fabric suitable for making quilts
# Cotton blankets, and/or mattress pads for inside quilts
Your donations may be left in the Sewing Room.

CLF’s “Little Free Library”
We have a “Little Free Library” right here at CLF. It sits next to the CLF sign as you enter the church parking lot.
Anyone can use CLF’s Little Free Library. The focus of this Library is Christian books for children and their
parents. The idea is that you can Take A Book and Return A Book.
CLF’s Little Free Library is up and running. It has recently been restocked with Christmas books for children.
Please share this news with your family, friends and neighbors. Show them where it is. Explain its purpose.
Encourage its use. Show them how to use it. Use it yourself. Help us get the word out!
The Little Free Library is open to anyone in the community or anyone who is traveling through Custer.

2017 Giving Envelopes…
If your family used the numbered giving envelopes in 2016, we have re-issued a new box for 2017. The envelopes
are on a table in the Narthex. Please pick them up soon. The number may not be the same as last year, so please
be sure you use the new envelopes.
If you would like to start using the numbered giving envelopes, please sign up on the sheet which is located on the
same table in the Narthex. We will issue a box to your family to be picked up the following week.

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pat — pat_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Pat: Tuesday & Wednesday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday

CROSSROADS

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB
Volunteers are needed for the CLF/CSC-that's the
"Clean Sidewalk Club." There is a sign-up sheet at
the Welcome Center in the Narthex for week days or
week-ends. There are two spaces for each grouping.
Thanks!!

Mark this date on your calendar...
XYZ will meet on Saturday, January 14th, 5:30
PM. at CLF for a Potluck—please bring a dish to
share and your own service. It will be a game night
so bring: cards, board games, domino’s, cribbage
and whatever else you like to play. It will be a fun
fellowship evening!

Volunteers Needed...
We are in need of volunteers to help with the Nursery and Sound System on Sunday mornings. Both positions involve
one Sunday a month at either the early or late service. The Sound System includes running the PowerPoint and
recording the sermon besides managing the Sound Board. Don’t worry though...we will train you on the sound system!!
If you are interested in helping with these two areas or have questions, please contact the church office.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option
to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING”
link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled
donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At
this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions only, however you can set-up your
own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.

2016 Budget thru November, 2016
2016 Actual

2016 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Thrivent Choice)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Youth House Building Sale
Sunday School Offerings
Elementary Ministry Support
J Olson Trust
Custer Highlands Property Sale
Total Income

$ 321,164.30
$
2,790.00
$
1,173.44
$
400.00
$
0.00
$
171.69
$
3,675.00
$
2,021.22
$ 11,509.60
$ 342,905.25

$ 343,750.00
$
$
1,558.34
$
$
8,635.45
$
$
5,512.50
$
6,063.65
$
$ 365,519.94

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 138,417.82
$
9,391.28
$
5,346.06
$ 36,805.08
$ 144,568.33
$ 334,528.57

$ 163,844.11
$ 10,582.68
$
5,031.96
$ 35,664.75
$ 163,561.77
$ 378,685.27

$
$
$
$
$
$

% of Budget

(22,585.70)

93.4%

(384.90)

75.3%

(8,635.45)

0.0%

(1,837.50)
(4,042.43)

66.7%
33.3%

(22,614.69)

93.8%

(25,426.29)
(1,191.40)
314.10
1,140.33
(18,993.44)
(44,156.70)

84.5%
88.7%
106.2%
103.2%
88.4%
88.3%
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God’s Work. Our Hands.
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for your
Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work – Our
Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
Ø Your donations of food items, soaps and paper products to the Women of the ELCA mission project went to
support The Storehouse.
Ø Every month the children will be collecting for our Noisy Offering. These gifts will go to support “God’s Global
Barnyard” and will be collected throughout the school year.
Ø Sunday School children shared the Christmas story through the eyes of the animals. The play “Stable Tales”
was written and directed by Gene and Linda Fennell.
Ø Thank you to these folks who drove for SPARK Kids in December: Sara Janson, Donna McConnell, Augie
Heyne, Gary Roberts, Anita Swanson and Gary Williams. Also a BIG thanks to those who lead and assist with
the children: Linda Markegard, Denali Rusch, Christy Schmahl and Anita Swanson.
Ø SPARK Kids created a special farewell gift for Christy Schmahl – a tote bag decorated with flowers they made
using their fingerprints!
Ø Wednesday NightLife family meals are a great way to gather our community. We give thanks to those who
have been helping– SPARK Kids, Cozy Dorton, Barb Lewison, Sharon Hansen, Craig Lewis, Donna McConnell
and Mickey Schlecht.
Ø We give thanks for those who are teaching Adult Education and Eighth Grade Confirmation on Wednesday
Nights: Pat Eidsness and Catherine Harding.
Ø CLF hosted the Custer Community Advent program. Many musical gifts were shared by you and others.
Ø The Custer Ministerial Alliance hosted the Custer Community Christmas Meal. Along with your donations of
toys and other items for the annual Select-A-Gift program and food baskets – you helped to provide people in
our community a joy-filled Christmas.
Ø We give thanks to Larry Peterson who presided over Holy Communion at all three worship services over
Christmas weekend.
Ø The RAP Group (High School Youth) and their families continue to work hard splitting and hauling wood on
site, at Outlaw Ranch as well as at the homes of several CLF members.
Ø The Women of the ELCA made purchases and packed food items for the school’s Back Pack program in
December.
Ø The CLF Choir presented a Christmas Cantata at worship in December. It was entitled “Christmas Is Love”.
Ø The Social Ministry Team sponsored the ELCA Good Gifts program – encouraging us to consider gift giving
this Christmas season that fight hunger and transform lives.

Financial Peace University Class

Beginning on Monday evening, January 9th at 6:30 PM, Custer Lutheran Fellowship will be hosting a Financial Peace
University class. FPU classes meet for around an hour and a half each week for nine weeks. You and your friends
are invited to be a part of this course.
We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God's ways of handling
money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical,
practical steps to get from where you are to where you've dreamed you could be. This plan will show you how to get
rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and much more!
The cost of the class for each participant will be $100 and will include all of the materials required for the course. For
more information on the class please look online at www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/ or contact Duane Martinz.
Lesson 1: Super Saving Common Sense for Your Dollars and Cents
Lesson 2: Relating With Money Nerds and Free Spirits Unite!
Lesson 3: Cash Flow Planning The Nuts and Bolts of Budgeting
Lesson 4: Dumping Debt Breaking the Chains of Debt
Lesson 5: Buyer Beware The Power of Marketing on Your Buying Decisions
Lesson 6: The Role of Insurance Protecting Your Health, Family and Finances
Lesson 7:Retirement and College Planning Mastering the Alphabet Soup of Investing
Lesson 8: Real Estate and Mortgages Keeping the American Dream From Becoming a Nightmare
Lesson 9: The Great Misunderstanding Unleashing the Power of Generous Giving
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SPARK Kids...
It’s a New Year and SPARK Kids is back! We pick up children every Wednesday afternoon after school and bring
them to church for all the fun. We have a fast paced afternoon of learning activities that center around a Bible story. It
includes snacks, stories, games, arts and crafts and more. Check out all the fun we have each week on CLF’s Facebook page where we post photos of what we have been doing!
At 5:00 PM SPARK Kids help to set up for our weekly Wednesday NightLife meal. Children and their families are
invited to stay and eat together. Afterwards there is a brief time of worship. We are done by 6:30 PM.
We welcome any children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 who would like to participate in SPARK Kids. You do not
need to be a member of Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be a part of it. Though we do need to get some information to
register children. Please contact the Church Office at 673-4691 and we will get that material to parents.
It may be the New Year by we will return to the Old Testament for our lessons as follows:
Ø January 4 – “God’s Gift of Worship” – Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 26:1-11
Ø January 11 – “Graduation and Settling Down” Part 1- Exodus 10:32-38, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Matthew 1:5,
Hebrews 11:31
Ø January 18 – “Graduation and Settling Down” Part 2
Ø January 25 – “Judges and Liberators” – Ruth 2, Judges

Sunday SchoolNews...
For the next several months children thru Grade 5 are invited to participate in a monthly Sunday School “Retreat”.
(This is instead of a weekly Sunday School program.) This is a fun time to spend a small chunk of time with friends
learning about the faith in a different way.
The first retreat is scheduled for Sunday, January 15th from 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM. We will begin by having lunch
together. Afterwards Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister, will lead a time of learning about this year’s Mission Project
– “God’s Global Barnyard”. It will be hands-on experience of learning through stories, games, crafts and more.
We can’t wait to have all children be a part of this time together. Invite your friends!
We are in need of adult volunteers who would be willing to lead a Sunday School Retreat in February, March or April.
Please contact our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal to help. You can plan your own program OR we can provide
curriculum and materials for you. Just let us know!

Spotlight on Confirmation...
In January, Sixth and Seventh Grade Youth will begin a new study exploring New Testament characters using the
re:form Ancestors curriculum. Catherine Harding will be leading this group. Eighth Grade Youth will begin a study of
various Lutheran Living topics using the coLABorate curriculum. Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister, will be leading
this group.
The second Faith Mentor Night will be held on January 18th. All Confirmation Youth and their Faith Mentors will
gather together on that night for a time of interactive learning centered around the “Seasons of the Church Year”.

Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
I want to thank you for welcoming me 5 1/2 years ago and including me into your family. I walk away with many new
friends and belng filled with the Spirit. Also thank you for the wonderful cake the night of my send-off—yummy frosting!
Cozy, thanks for the pictures. I will continue to pray for you all as we walk this road of life. May God continue to Bless the
ministry you are doing.
~ Christy Schmahl
Please know how much we appreciate your allowing us to have the Advent Concert in your church. It is the perfect
setting! Merry Christmas to your whole staff.
~ Colleen Mahrt

High Schoolers & College Students—Save the Date!!

Romans and Christians will be January 1, 2017 at 6 PM. Bring a friend1 Snacks and hot cocoa will be provided
afterwards. College students get to pick if they want to be a Roman or a Christian! Hope to see you there!!
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
As I write, I am trying to get organized for Christmas. We are traveling to our family in Sioux Falls. As I rush to get
ready, I have to stop and remember what is really important. It is the celebration of Christ’s birth. Every year it is
amazing. Another thing I try to remember is to stay healthy. With the snow & the cold and the visiting it is easy to
come down with something if not exhaustion. Remember to keep your hands clean and be careful around people if
you or they are sick. Eat healthy foods (we’ll all try). It is also sometimes a time of sorrow having lost loved ones we
remember, especially it seems at the holidays.
The Health Ministry Team on December 8th presented a program on the new pain management guidelines and how it
affects many people. We also discussed alternative treatments for the pain. We had professionals at the meeting as
well. Only one person came so we turned it into a roundtable which was very interesting and informative. We have
two more presentations this year yet so we will be preparing again in January. We would hope more people would
attend these presentations. A lot of work goes into it and we typically have the appropriate professionals also speak.
You are all missing out. Maybe our next offering will be more interesting to you. Stay warm, stay safe. God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

Mental Health News...
We still have a long way to go to rid ourselves of the stigma of mental health issues. Until it hits home and you realize
that it is not a defect, but an illness that is treatable. Too often though, people wait too long to get the help they need.
If you don’t know how to go about getting help, you can start with your family Doctor. They can set up a consult or try
to treat you themselves. If things do not improve it is imperative that you receive help from a Mental Health
professional. At this time of year there are several problems that can arise. One is SAD where in our climate
especially a person can become depressed mainly due to the decreased sunlight which affects the chemicals in our
body. One treatment is with a special lamp with the ultraviolet rays that replace sunshine. Another problem that often
arises is depression due to memories of our lost ones especially if this is their first Christmas since their death. This is
usually not a long term problem but if it gets overwhelming you may need to seek help or at least talk with someone
you trust. Our next NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Connection meeting will be on January 17th at the
library meeting room from 6:00-7:00 PM. Anyone over 18 with a mental illness is welcome to come. For family, please
check nami.org for information on local meetings for them. Right now most groups are in Rapid City. If you have any
questions, please contact me. Healthy mind, healthy soul...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
The RAP Group is continuing to raise Funds for the Luther 500 Festival. Nine students and nine parents will be
attending May 29—June 4, 2017 in Wittenberg, Germany. The festival is a cultural-immersion experience that brings
the Reformation to life as you serve, learn, and celebrate in the places where Martin Luther did the same 500 years
ago.
THE RAP Group was fortunate to be selected to participate in the Schwan’s Cares Fundraising Program. Starting
December 5th you can purchase Schwan’s items on line at the campaign Web page: https://www.schwanscares.com/c/30725 or google search Schwan’s Cares and once you get to the web site; go to Find Your Campaign
and put our zip code in: 57730 or our campaign ID: 30725 and our campaign will pop up. We can earn 20% of
Schwan’s product sales and 40% of eGift cards (limit is 1 per customer, per campaign) the eGift Cards have no
expiration date. There are 3 ways to place a fundraising order:
1. Via Schwan’s Cares. Find your campaign or fundraiser and (1) choose “Buy Now” to purchase an eGift Card
(online only; limit 1 per customer, per campaign) OR (2) choose “Shop Now” to place a food order from Schwan’s. You
can support at the campaign level or at an individual fundraiser level.
2. By Phone. Place your order via toll free number 1-855-870-7208. Make sure to provide your Campaign ID: 30725
when ordering by phone.
3. Via Schwans.com. During checkout simply type in your Campaign ID : 30725 to contribute to your fundraiser.
A Schwan's Home Service Route Sales Representative will personally deliver your order on the date and time you
choose as part of the checkout process. If you are not home your order will be placed in a FREE* weather- resistant
freezer bag that keeps your food frozen for up to 8 hours. If you are already an existing Schwan's Home Service
customer, your order will be delivered as part of your regularly scheduled visit. *While supplies last.
With over 350 high-quality, delicious foods to choose from and simple one-click ordering options, it’s easy to give
back. There are gluten free,organic, low sodium and low calorie products besides everyone's favorite—BACON!
Remember to order December 5th through January 19th! Thank you for all your support!!!
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – November 15, 2016
Treasurer’s Report — Lisa reviewed the treasurer’s report, members discussed. A motion was made to accept
Lisa’s report, it was seconded and carried.
Unfinished Business:
Ø Memorial List – Carpet Fund – Total given – $14,042 / Paid – $8,107.53. Paul reported that we currently
have raised a little bit more than that with approximately $7,000 left for the next stage.
Ø Thrivent Choice – December amount – $1,121.00 earmarked for the flooring project / $3,911 total. Used
$553.99 for Synod Assembly – $2,236.01 left to distribute this month. Members discussed. A motion was
made to give $1,000 to the St. Dysmas Re-entry program and the balance ($1236.01) to the flooring project. It
was moved, seconded and carried.
Ø 2017 Budget Proposal – Lisa discussed the budget adjustments and projections. A motion was made to
approve the presented budget with an increase of staff salaries by 1.5% and a reduction to our participation in
the Synod Capital Campaign from $8,000 to $2,000 a year. Members discussed. The motion was seconded
and carried. Lisa will adjust those numbers and send the preliminary budget to council for presentation at the
budget forum in January.
Ø Energy Update – Carol is going shopping for the rest of the flood lights in the kitchen and to look at the
lighting for the dining area and offices before the end of the year.
Ø Outreach Minister Interim Responsibilities – Dave spoke with members about offering Yvonne a
compensation for all the extra duties she took on during the last four months. He compared Pastor's Tom's
salary and duties to Yvonne's duties and salary and found she was doing the same duties with a pay difference of $1,019 per month, for a total of $,4076 for the four months. Members discussed. A motion was made
that we compensate Yvonne by $4,076 in appreciation for her work. It was seconded and carried.
Ø Synod Capital Appeal - Bob Hansen, the Synod Capital Campaign Director, will be in the hills on February
26th. Members discussed. Pat will invite him to visit CLF during worship that day. She and Yvonne will
coordinate with him for speaking about the Capital Campaign with the congregation.
Ø Nominating Committee Report – Carol will contact Michelle Lehman and set up a meeting to begin looking at
candidates. Yvonne, Pat and Donna will review who is going off of council and get back to Carol and Michelle.
Ø Call Committee Update – Dave reviewed the call committee's Ministry Site Profile. Members discussed.
Ø Chairs and Tables donation - the Niemann’s have donated folding chairs and two high top tables with chairs
that have been delivered to the church. Yvonne expressed her thanks.
Ø Sacrament - Pat has been officially authorized to administer the sacraments of Holy Communion at CLF by
the synod.
Ø Annual Meeting – January 29th - We will work on the agenda for this meeting at our next council meeting.
Ø Council Retreat – February 11th at Outlaw Ranch – Pat spoke with members about some of her ideas for
our council retreat. She suggested that we invite other leaders from the congregation to attend and participate.
Yvonne has secured a reservation with Outlaw Ranch.
New Business:
Ø Attendance/Financial Statistics – members reviewed the report.
Ø Interim Pastor Housing Allowance Approval – A motion was made to offer a housing allowance for Pat at
$960/month as part of her compensation. It was seconded and carried.
Ø Overnight Use Form & Fees - Yvonne shared the Overnight Use Agreement she developed and the changes
to the fee schedule and policies for this summer program. These fees pay Augie for his custodial services with
the remaining funds going into RAP Group (high school ministry). Members discussed. A motion was made to
accept this overnight use agreement. It was seconded and carried.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns:
Ø Health Ministry – Yvonne expressed her gratitude for all that Mary Klein does with health ministry.
Ø Property – Paul Larson reported that he has added two more members to his committee and fixed one of the
faucets in the kitchen. Gutter work is still being planned.
Ø Social Ministry – Yvonne reported that the ELCA Good Gifts Program was available in the Narthex last Sunday and will be available again on December 14th and 18th.
Ø W/ELCA – W/ELCA is working on the elementary back pack weekend food program.
Ø Outreach – Yvonne reported there are three family groups that are interested in learning more about joining
CLF.
(Continued next page)
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Daily Devotions
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Christmas 2
Sunday, January 1: Psalm 8; Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7 or Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 2:15-21
Monday, January 2: Psalm 72; Genesis 12:1-7; Hebrews 11:1-12
Tuesday, January 3: Psalm 72; Genesis 28:10-22; Hebrews 11:13-22
Wednesday, January 4: Psalm 72; Exodus 3:1-5; Hebrews 11:23-31
Baptism of Our Lord
Thursday, January 5: Psalm 72; Joshua 1:1-9; Hebrews 11:32—12:2
Friday, January 6: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
Saturday, January 7: Psalm 72: 1 Kings 10:1-13; Ephesians 3:14-21
Sunday, January 8: Psalm 29; Isaiah 42:1-9; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17
Monday, January 9: Psalm 72; 1 Kings 10:14-25; Ephesians 4:7, 11-16
Tuesday, January 10: Psalm 72; Micah 5:2-9; Luke 13:31-35
Wednesday, January 11: Psalm 72; Micah 5:2-9; Luke 13:31-35
Epiphany 2
Thursday, January 12: Psalm 29: 1 Samuel 3:1-9; Acts 9:1-9
Friday, January 13: Psalm 29: 1 Samuel 3:10—4:1a; Acts 9:10-19a
Saturday, January 14: Psalm 29; 1 Samuel 7:3-17; Acts 9:19b-31
Sunday, January 15: Psalm 40:1-11; Isaiah 49:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42
Monday, January 16: Psalm 89:5-37; Genesis 35:1-15; Acts 10:44-48
Tuesday, January 17: Psalm 89:5-37; Jeremiah 1:4-10; Acts 8:4-13
Wednesday, January 18: Psalm 89:5-37; Isaiah 51:1-16; Matthew 12:15-21
Epiphany 3
Thursday, January 19: Psalm 40:1-11; Isaiah 22:15-25; Galatians 1:6-12
Friday, January 20: Psalm 40:1-11; Genesis 27:30-28; Acts 1:1-5
Saturday, January 21: Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Kings 19:19-21; Luke 5:1-11
Sunday, January 22: Psalm 27:1,4-9; Isaiah 9:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23
Monday, January 23: Psalm 40:6-17; Exodus 12:1-13, 21-28; Acts 8:26-40
Tuesday, January 24: Psalm 40:6-17; Isaiah 53:1-12; Hebrews 10:1-4
Wednesday, January 25: Psalm 40:6-17; Isaiah 48:12-21; Matthew 9:14-17
Epiphany 4
Thursday, January 26: Psalm 27:1-6; 1 Samuel 1:1-20; Galatians 1:11-24
Friday, January 27: Psalm 27:1-6; 1 Samuel 9:27—10:8; Galatians 2:1-10
Saturday, January 28: Psalm 27:1-6; 1 Samuel 15:34—16:13; Luke 5:27-32
Sunday, January 29: Psalm 15; Mic 6:1-8; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12; Matthew 5:1-12
Monday, January 30: Psalm 27:7-14; Judges 6:11-24; Ephesians 5:6-14
Tuesday, January 31: Psalm 27:7-14; Judges 7:12-22; Philippians 2:12-18
Wednesday, February 1: Psalm 27:7-14; Genesis 49:1-2, 8-13, 21-26; Luke 1:67-79

Ø Worship & Music – Pat, Yvonne, Margaret and Cozy met and scheduled music for January and February.
Ø Youth – Liz Mertz reported they have been doing wood, helped move furniture and had Pastor Chuck give a
short lesson on Martin Luther and the Reformation. They will be playing Roman and Christians on January 1st
at 6 PM. The students have worked hard to clean, rake and organize the woodlot. They had 20 people come
out to work there after church last Sunday.

Council Representatives &
Committee or Ministry Team Leaders, please note:
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Annual Reports Due in the Office no later than January 16th
direct any questions to Donna in the office. Thanks! J
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Interim Pastor: Pat Eidsness
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lisa Fluck
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

