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Change to 9:30 AM worship time to begin May 28th...
Beginning on Sunday, May 28th, we will again switch to our summer worship
schedule of one Sunday morning worship service. We will gather for worship each
Sunday at 9:30 AM with fellowship hour and coffee to follow.
Gathering together for this one service is a good opportunity for members of our
congregation to get to know each other better. Often people who exclusively
worship at only the early or late service are surprised when they meet someone who
they assume is new to the community but in reality has been attending “the other”
service for years. Feel free to take time after worship to visit with someone you
haven’t seen in awhile or to make a new friend.
Other events in May are:

Confirmation Sunday...
On Sunday, May 7th at the 10:30 AM worship service we will
celebrate Confirmation Sunday. Hailey Harding, Emma Helfer,
Rheo Larsen, Kaitlyn Spring, Goldie Whitaker, Machelle Wicks
and Kaleb Wragge along with their parents, families, sponsors,
mentors and the whole church will gather as they “affirm their baptisms” during the
service and take a significant step on their journey of faith. There will be a reception
before the service to celebrate with them, but please also include them in your
prayers as these young people profess their faith before God and the whole church
and assume even greater responsibility in the life and ministry of Jesus’ work in and
to the world.

Recognition & Blessing of Graduates...

The church
office will be
closed on
Monday,
May 29th for
observance of
Memorial Day.

Please join us in celebrating with graduates and their families!
On Sunday, May 14th, at the 8:30 AM worship service, we will
recognize and offer a special blessing to graduates.
Then on graduation day (which is Saturday, May 20th this year)
graduates and their families will gather for the annual Graduation Brunch in the
morning at Custer Lutheran Fellowship. For over twenty-five years, members of
CLF have been hosting this brunch on the morning of the Custer High School
graduation ceremony to recognize our graduating seniors and their families. As a
congregation, we are tremendously grateful for the graduates, for their families, and
for our life together in the congregation.
Eve Trandem is coordinating the Graduation Brunch. Please contact Eve and offer
your help with this event or call the church office.
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Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast/Book Study
We meet the first Saturday of each month at 8 AM in the Fireside Room at CLF. Breakfast will be served then
we will hold study and discussion. The plan is to be done by 10 AM. We are studying the book “What We Talk
About When We Talk About God” by Rob Bell. Our next meeting is Saturday, May 6th. This is will be the last
meeting until the fall. If you have any questions contact Allen Canete 673-3753.

THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
You are invited! Join our weekly Christian Book Study. We gather on Thursday mornings in the Fireside Room
from 9:30 to 11:30 AM. We always enjoy coffee and treats brought by our members. We read aloud from the book
we have selected so you do not have to read ahead or prepare anything. We interrupt our reading with questions,
thoughts and reflections, faith and life stories. It is a fun and free-flowing discussion. We challenge one another,
disagree with one another and laugh a lot! We would love to have you be a part of it.
We are midway through reading Amish Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended Tragedy. This is the story of the
remarkable response of the Amish community to the horrific shooting of ten school girls in 2006. “In a word where
religion spawns so much violence and vengeance, the surprising act of Amish forgiveness begs for deeper
consideration.”
Our next selection will be Velvet Elvis: Repainting the Christian Faith by Rob Bell. He is one of our favorite
Christian authors. He writes — “We have to test everything.... Do that to this book. Don’t swallow it uncritically.
Think about it. Wrestle with it.. Just because I’m a Christian and I’m trying to articulate a Christian worldview
doesn’t mean I’ve got it nailed. I’m contributing to the discussion.”
Join us for some great conversation. We can share the Amish Grace books. We will be ordering the Velvet Elvis books
soon. We invite you to explore your faith with a group of new friends!

GOD’S GLOBAL BARNYARD...
This school year our children’s mission project is the ELCA’s God’s Global Barnyard project. This
month we are focusing on Honey bees! Honey Bees are a buzz-worthy gift. Honey Bees have a
growing importance as the shrinking honey bee population worldwide is especially worrisome. The
good news is that beeswax can be
transformed into handcrafted soaps, candles, honey and other products to create a small sustainable
business. And, that’s not all – we know that the mere presence of honey bees on a farms means that they are
pollinating plants and boosting crop growth. That is a very good thing! The gift of Honey Bees is only $20.
“So, join our children and give a gift to our “Noisy Offering” on Sunday, May 14th. What a great way to honor those
mothers you love on Mother’s Day! At the close of the Children’s Message – children will collect your coins, bills
and checks and place these gifts in our special “Noisy Offering” cream can. Thank you for your support!
This will be the final “Noisy Offering” for the God’s Global Barnyard project. Let’s have one last big push as we
close out this school year’s mission emphasis by our children. Give generously!

Please notify Interim Pastor, Pat or Outreach Minister, Yvonne when:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

There is a hospitalization in your family
There is a death in your family
You would like a pastoral visit
There is a birth or adoption
Someone becomes homebound
Someone becomes unemployed
There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy

Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the body
of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pat Eidsness, Interim Pastor
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
605-584-0028
673-4691 (church)
605-593-6165 (cell)
pat_clf@gwtc.net
yvonne_clf@gwtc.net

Care & Share

VOLUME 15, ISSUE 5

care & share...
These are the monthly Care & Share groups for
May and June. The Coordinators will be contacting
you to find out which Sunday(s) you are available to
help. The areas where help is needed are:
Greeters/Ushers, Readers, Communion Servers
and Coffee Hosts.
The May sign-up sheet is already located at the
Welcome Center and the June sheet will be available
at the Welcome Center around the middle of May.
Please say yes when called....your help is greatly
appreciated!
Thank you for serving the Lord in
this important way!!
* Calling Coordinators
May—Anita Swanson
June—Lisa Fluck

MAY
Joel & Christie Behlings
Keith & Laura Burden
Ann Cazer
Steve Engelbrecht
Heath & Catherine Harding
Pat & Rick Hudson
Joyce Jindra
Jim & Carol Laverick
Bud & Mary Olson
Kent & Renae Schneider
Dan & Anita* Swanson
Janice Sweere
Bob & Sherri Timperley
Nathan & Katie Wiederholt
Neil & Joanne Witt
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JUNE
Wayne & Mary Boots
Monty & Kathy Bradeen
Tracy Clark & Christian Frank
Joan Eggers
Arley & Pam Fadness
Dave & Lisa* Fluck
Shell & Bebe Gordon
Matt & Maria May
Doris & Dave Mertz
Bill & Betty Noble
Terry & Arle Reetz
Ken & Linda Schleman
Janet Serino

Wednesday NightLife…
YES! Wednesday NightLife will continue through the middle of May. YES! There will be a meal each week
beginning at 5:15 PM. YES! There will be a short worship service each week at 6:00 PM. YES! You should come
and join us for a mid-week faith boost. YES! Invite your friends, your family, your neighbors. YES! We will see
you there!
² 4:00 PM – We always need help with last minute preparations – which includes filling water pitchers, making
lemonade, setting out food items, plates and utensils. Please come and help as you are able.
² 5:05 PM – SPARK Kids sets all the tables with salt & pepper, water glasses and a pitcher of water.
ª 5:15 PM – A spoken grace is shared before we eat. The meal schedule for this month is:
∗ May 3 – Confirmation Banquet—prepared and served by the 6th & 7th Grade Confirmation Families.
∗ May 10 – Craig Lewis is cooking dinner.
∗ May 17 – Pizza Party!
ª 5:45 PM – Grace is sung and Announcements are made. We will need people to volunteer for clean-up on
May 10th and 17th.
ª 6:00 PM – Bell is rung for Worship!
∗ May 3 – Holy Communion, 8th Grade Confirmation Youth will read their Faith Statements
∗ May 10 – Holden Evening Prayer
∗ May 17 – Prayer Around the Cross, Blessing & Gifting of 5th Grade SPARK Kids
ª 6:30 PM – Adult Learning Classes
ª 7:30 PM – Choir Practice

COMMITTEES COMMITTEE UP-DATE...
A strong committee structure is good for the church, will give the new pastor stability, a place to start and helps to
spread the work out amongst all of our membership. The committee’s fair discussed in last month’s newsletter has
been postponed to the Fall. Committees give all the opportunity to jump in and lend a hand. The committees we
are creating or re-building include: Building & Property, Christian Education (includes youth and adults); Children’s
Ministry, Worship & Music, Welcome & Outreach and Pastoral Support which the ministers themselves will help
create. If any of these appeal to you please speak with a member of Council, Pat or Yvonne.
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“And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another”… Hebrews 10:24-26a

Here I go again, using my all-time favorite Bible verse to introduce something new. Maybe that’s why I love
that verse so much…it leads us to new places, challenges us to encourage each other, and best of all, calls us
to continue to meet together.
As we move from spring into summer, I’m thinking it is a very good time to remind ourselves how important it is
to continue to meet together! Summer gets busy…both with traveling ourselves - and with having guests travel
to see us. It’s easy to fall into the habit of being elsewhere or being busy on a Sunday morning or a
Wednesday night!
So we’re going to make it easier for you to “not neglect to meet together.” We are planning a Campfire
Worship every Wednesday evening at 6:30 PM all summer long, complete with s’mores! J On rainy days,
we’ll worship informally inside and have root beer floats! Both Sunday and Wednesday will be casual, familyfriendly services that are perfect for inviting others or bringing your company along.
Here’s where the ‘something new’ comes in. We are going to have a pledge drive…I know, “A PLEDGE drive?
In May? Didn’t we do that last fall?” Well, yes. We did. This is different! This time, we are going to pledge
our time…our time meeting together. Why? Because worship matters! Because meeting together matters!
Worship is vital for spiritual growth. And while the focus of worship is God, worship also affects us. Worship
has the ability to both inform us and transform us. When we worship, we remember who God is and who we
are to be as God’s people. It is together as a worshipping, praying, sharing, learning, serving community that
we are able to continue the work of Jesus Christ.
So, get ready! You are going to be invited to pledge your worship attendance this summer. If you usually
come on Sundays, try pledging a Wednesday night or two. If you are a Wednesday night family, pledge to
come on Sunday once or twice a month! Maybe a stretch for you would be coming at all in the summer…
pledge that! As we move from spring into summer – in this season of new growth, may we find growth inside
ourselves as well!
John E. Burkhart, in his book Worship, writes this, “True celebration of God is quite festive, sometimes almost
playful, and conspicuous in its gladness as it takes delight in what God is about. Worship gladly celebrates the
God whose character is caring and sharing, the God who is indecorously gracious.” Our goal here at CLF is to
make summer worship light and lively…a place where worship is not a duty but a privilege, not a burden but a
delight! Come…gather, grow, give, go this summer at CLF!
Pat Eidsness
Interim Pastor

God’s Work. Our Hands.
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for your
Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work – Our
Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
² Every month the children have been collecting for our Noisy Offering. These gifts will go to support “God’s
Global Barnyard”. May is the final month for this project.
² The RAP Group (High School Youth) and their families continue to work hard in preparation for their journey
to Germany for the 500th anniversary celebration of the Reformation. In the past month they split and stacked
wood, sold tickets for a quilt raffle, and hosted the Easter Breakfast. Whew!
² The Women of the ELCA current mission project goes towards the support of WEAVE (Women Escaping a
Violent Environment). They are collecting the following items: paper products (tissues, toilet paper), feminine
products, shampoo, soaps, lotions and laundry soap. Your gifts will be gladly accepted through the month of
June.
² Twenty CLF folks attended the Lutheran Social Services Benefit Dinner which was held in Rapid City in
April.
² SPARK Kids created faith cards which were given to Emma Helfer in celebration of her baptism.

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, May 22nd 11:30 AM in the Fireside Room
HOSTESSES: Rosemary Chappell & Ann Snow
PROGRAM: Speaker from the Children’s Home will tell us about a preventive program that is being taken
statewide
John Ligtenberg, the director of Love, INC (In the Name of Christ) spoke to our group at our April meeting. John
explained the different phases of Love, INC. He told ways that folks in need can earn items that they need. A couple
of examples are: volunteering to help others in need or going to classes set up by Love, INC to learn basic living skills.
W/ELCA will pack food items for the Summer Sack Lunch program during the week of June 12th. We will pack the
first round of lunches on June 12th at 9:00 AM in the kitchen. Thanks in advance to those who will help with this very
worthwhile project
Motions were made and accepted at the April meeting to give $500 to Lutheran Campus Ministries and $200 to
Love, INC.
Quilting is held every Tuesday at 9:00 AM. Just a reminder that there is something for every talent. A person does
not need to be a quilter to help with this important outreach program. There is also a fun coffee break held at about
10:00 AM!
Bingo at Custer Senior Care—The first Friday of each month 4-5 people gather to call and help residents enjoy an
hour of Bingo from 2—3 PM. We welcome new people to join us! If you have old jewelry to donate that would fit over
their head, they love that. Any questions, please call Arbutus Winter, 673-5283.
A reminder that the inmates at St Dysmas crochet stocking caps. If you have yarn to contribute to this cause, please
leave it in the office with Donna.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

April—June Mission Project: WEAVE
ª Paper products – tissues, toilet paper
ª Shampoo, soaps, lotions
ª Feminine products
ª Laundry soap
Your donations may be left in the Sewing Room.

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗ Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
∗ Outdoor Landscaping
∗ Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Recent Memorials:
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Earl & Mary Webster from Mark & Bonnie Thompson for the Flooring
Fund
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Earl & Mary Webster from Alan & Kim Webster for the Projector/Media
Fund
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Vickie Urban from Jim & Pat Hattervig and Mark & Bonnie Thompson
for the Flooring Fund
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Vickie Urban from Gene & Linda Fennell
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Vickie Urban to be used for Landscaping or Discretionary Fund

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pat — pat_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

MISSING!!
We are missing all but one of
the large (13”) solid serving
spoons. If you have accidently
taken one home, please return
it to the church...they are
needed and greatly missed!!
Thanks!

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Pat: Tuesday & Wednesday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday

Heard at CLF—a few years back...
Pastor Kent was standing next to the baptismal font with several anxious young faces watching him for the children’s
sermon. He was seriously making the point that many countries do not have enough water. He asked the group if they
knew what an “under-developed country” was—when a tow-headed three-year old without a moments hesitation replied,
“Oklahoma”. End of sermon.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option
to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING”
link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled
donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At
this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions only, however you can set-up your
own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.

2017 Budget thru March, 2017
2017 Actual

2017 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Thrivent Choice)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Sunday School Offerings
Total Income

$
$
$
$
$
$

79,914.00
301.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
80,215.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

(7,586.00)

91.3%

87,500.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

(7,285.00)

91.7%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$
$
$
$
$
$

26,380.46
3,339.07
1,311.24
10,172.85
44,838.31
86,041.93

$
$
$
$
$
$

27,329.01
2,924.98
1,654.18
10,378.50
43,973.97
86,260.64

$
$
$
$
$
$

(948.55)
414.09
(342.94)
(205.65)
864.34
(218.71)

96.5%
114.2%
79.3%
98.0%
102.0%
99.7%

87,500.00

% of Budget
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Let’s Welcome these New Members!
In March we received into the community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship these families. We give thanks for God’s
hand in bringing them to our door. Please be sure to greet and welcome them to our CLF family!
Della Gissel and her sons Miguel & Elias Martinez appreciate that CLF is an inviting and friendly place. They
enjoy the outdoors. Della works at the State Veterans Home. The boys split their time of worship between CLF
and the Catholic Church.
Joyce Hand originally came to Custer in order to raise her family. Now she spends a lot of time of volunteering.
She believes that CLF is a church that supports each other, its members and the community.
Don & Heather Helfer and their daughters – Morgan, Emma & Peyton first came to the area on vacations
during their moves with the Coast Guard. They were looking for a church that was welcoming and where the
people were approachable. They began attending on Wednesdays where Emma and Peyton joined Confirmation.
Emma was recently baptized at CLF and her 8th Grade Confirmation Class stood up as her Sponsors.
Jack & Patti Heyboer are originally from Michigan and are now retired. But they heard the Black Hills calling to
them! They love to travel. Jack is currently the seasonal manager at Beggin Burro Mexican Bistro in town. Yummy!
Jim & Patti Lee are retired. They love living in the Black Hills and feel like they have found a home at CLF!
Brenda Patzlaff and son Nolan came to Custer because husband and father Mick is an English teacher at Custer
High School. Brenda works for the South Dakota Department of Health and Nolan is a High School student.
Orion & Darla Thompson and daughters CiCi & Mya began coming to CLF last year on Wednesdays when their
daughters joined SPARK Kids. Orion is the principal at Custer High School and Darla works for Big Brothers/Big
Sisters.

CLF’s “Little Free Library”
We have a “Little Free Library” right here at CLF. It sits next to the CLF sign as you enter the church parking lot.
Anyone can use CLF’s Little Free Library. The focus of this Library is Christian books for children and their
parents. The idea is that you can Take A Book and Return A Book.
CLF’s Little Free Library is up and running. It has been restocked with Easter books for children. Please share
this news with your family, friends and neighbors. Show them where it is. Explain its purpose. Encourage its use.
Show them how to use it. Use it yourself. Help us get the word out!
The Little Free Library is open to anyone in the community or anyone who is traveling through Custer.

Aging on the upside...
what: A panel discussion on the many changes we face as we age and information from local professionals to help
make the transition smoother. We will be discussing common health issues, financial adjustments as well as local
resources.
WHEN: Come join us with your questions on Saturday, May 6th from 1:00—2:30 PM at the Custer Senior Center.
Presented by: Custer Lutheran Fellowship Health Ministry Team and professional guest speakers.

Mark Your Calendars...
We have had many newcomers in our midst over the last several months. We would like to invite newcomers to
explore becoming part of the CLF family through membership.
Join us on Sunday morning, June 11th for our “Get Acquainted” Time after the worship service. Long time
members are invited to join our newcomers at an orientation which will be held in the Library. We will be sharing
information about CLF’s many activities and programs.
We will welcome New Members with a milestone blessing during worship on Sunday, June 25th. We hope you can
join us for that celebration as well!
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SPARK Kids...
The fun continues with SPARK Kids every Wednesday afternoon after school through the middle of May. You can
follow what is happening each week by checking our weekly photo posts on Tuesdays on CLF’s Facebook page.
The upcoming Bible story schedule is as follows:
² May 3 – “Parables: Included, Touched, Persistent”
² May 10 – “A Pentecost Spirit for Mission”
² May 17 – “Jesus Here, There and Everywhere”

Activity – Tulip Connections
Theme – Commission, Mission, Ascension
Theme – Paul’s Story

May 17th will be the final week of SPARK Kids for the school year. We will conclude with a Pizza Party for families
at 5:15 PM. There will be a special closing worship at 6:00 PM in which Fifth Graders will be celebrated with gifts
and a blessing. This is a time to say “God Speed” to Fifth Graders as they prepare to leave SPARK Kids and enter
confirmation in the fall.

Sunday School News...
We are in our final weeks of Sunday School for this school year. The schedule is as follows:
² May 7 – The Lord’s Prayer: Part Three
² May 14 – Mother’s Day Theme. Led by Maria May
² May 21 – The Lord’s Prayer: Part Four
Please note that we need parents or other adults to “step up” to teach two Sundays in May (the 7th and/or the 21st).
Please be in contact with our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal to volunteer.

It’s My Communion Day!
In April we offered a special time of learning about the sacrament of Holy Communion for children in the Fifth Grade
and their parents.
The First Communion faith milestone was then celebrated in worship during Holy Week – on Maundy Thursday.
Several of those families baked the bread that was used for communion at that service.
These children made this step in their faith journey over the last several weeks: Drew Lehman, Kincade Lehman,
Lauryn Robb, Abby Studt and Sierra Swanson. We welcome these children to the Table!

Spotlight on Confirmation...

The Confirmation Banquet will be held on Wednesday, May 3rd. The Banquet is for everyone. We encourage you
to attend to support our Confirmands.
After the meal, 8th Graders will present their Faith Statements at a special Worship Service. In addition, there will
be a display of their Faith Boards—a creative and visual representation of their personal faith journey. These Faith
Boards will be up in the Fellowship Hall for several weeks so that you have an opportunity to see them.
The Service of Confirmation itself will be held on Sunday, May 7th during the 10:30 AM Worship Service.

Rap group update...
Many, many thanks to all who purchased a ticket for the quilt raffle! The total amount raised was
$494! Thanks also to Caroline McDonald for donating the quilt! The lucky winner was Arny
Anderson—Congratulations Arny!!
Thanks to those who participated in the Schwan’s fundraiser—a total of $489.48 has been raised so
far!
Also, thank You for supporting the Annual Easter Breakfast... The Rap Group continued the annual tradition of
serving a pancake ( and other goodies) breakfast on Easter Sunday. The high schoolers raised $956!. This offering
will be used for their trip to Germany on May 29—June 4 for the Luther 500 Festival. A total of 18 high school
students and adults from Custer Lutheran Fellowship will be traveling to Germany to participate in the event.
Reminder—May 14th (preferably at the 8:30 service) is Graduate Recognition Sunday. Grads, please try to be there
and plan to stay for coffee hour afterwards for cake and fellowship!
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
Our community is coming alive with many people returning to their homes in the hills. We also welcome the many
guests from all around the country and beyond. Outdoors is also coming alive with leaves starting to bud as well as the
flowers. We are very thankful for the moisture we have recently received. Since we have celebrated Easter, we have
also come alive in Christ. I am continuing to visit and bring communion to those unable to get to church. Give me a call
or the church and I will contact you & let you know when I visit monthly. Also if you have had surgery or a long illness or
other health concerns let me know & I can make a visit to be sure you understand your home care & follow-up. Our
Health Ministry Team is also prepared for our upcoming panel discussion. Please see the article on that. We hope to
see you there!
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

Mental Health News...
What is mental health? It is maintaining healthy thoughts and actions. When we are unable to achieve mental health,
there are a number of causes. Many times there is an imbalance of the chemicals within the brain (depression), there
can also be a genetic predisposition to certain mental illnesses (schitophrenia) or a very traumatic event. In any case
there is more to treating a mental illness than “willing it away”. Most conditions will require medication to correct the
imbalances in the brain. Some people also require therapy including behavioral, cognitive, group or individual
counseling. There should never be any shame attached to it any more than someone who has diabetes. The more
people know, the more that is understood.
Mary Klein RN
Parish Nurse

“So, when are we getting a new pastor?” (an update on the “call” process)
(by Kim Canete)
Custer Lutheran Fellowship is Ministry Site—Accepting Names.
The Church Council selected a dynamic group of people to serve as your Call Committee. Please feel free to speak
with any of them about any concerns or suggestions you may have regarding our future pastor. These comments do
get passed on to the larger group and are considered in all our discussions.
Please continue to keep the Call Committee, the Church Council, CLF, and our future pastor (whoever this may be) in
your prayers as the discernment process is practiced by all.

A blast from the past.....
It’s been a while since I posted something from the old
newsletters. Here is a partial page from the May,
2002 newsletter—recognize any names?. Enjoy! J
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Council Minutes – April 18, 2017
Treasurer’s Report — Lisa reviewed the report in member’s packets. Members discussed. A motion was made to
accept Lisa’s report, it was seconded and carried.
Unfinished Business:
² Memorial List – Lisa reviewed the revised memorial list with the council. Members discussed. A motion was
made to: send “Habitat for Humanity” savings of $116.98 to Habitat; inform Matt Rusch about the “Maxine
VanDeWeghe Scholarship” of $1725 available to Outlaw Counselors (Pastor Pat); move the monies for “Tinting
Windows” $30 to “General”; transfer the “Youth Scholarship Fund” of $588.78 (no longer being awarded) into the
RAP group’s account; move the “Hand Bell” monies of $25 to the music account; move the remaining
“Playground Equipment” monies of $275 into the “DownUnder Remodel” which will be renamed “DownUnder
Equipment and Improvements”; combine the “Youth House Funds” and “Youth House Sale CoD” for a total of
$24,973; change the name of the “General” savings to “Undesignated” and change the main name from
“Memorial List” to “Memorial/Savings”. It was seconded and carried.
² Thrivent Choice – April amount – $346.00 / $647.00
² Flooring Replacement Update – Paul reported that we need to raise approximately $7,000 before we can do
phase II of flooring (Fellowship Hall, Hallway, and Kitchen). Flooring Fund – Project Goal – $51,082 / Total given
– $22,377.66 / Paid – $8,107.53 / Balance – $14,270.13
² Call Committee Update – Dave informed members of the final wording on the ministry site profile which has
been sent to the synod. We have not received any inquires yet.
² Pictorial Directory Update – Pat reported that there were 26 more families that had pictures taken on Sunday.
Denny and Paul will take photos one more time, April 19th.
² Committee Task Force Update – Rex reported that they have not met but are working on getting together to
plan the Committee Fair. Dates were discussed for the fair, because of the timing with graduation, confirmation,
Mother’s Day and Summer it was suggested they hold it this Fall. Rex will set a date with Donna and the
committee will work on educating the congregation about each committee and their tasks from now until then.
² Evangelism Task Force – Pat reported about Holy Week. The task force is working on preparations to reach
out to summer visitors and how to become more visible at community events.
² Synod Capital Appeal “Listen God is Calling” Update – Allen Canete will be working to follow-up on this
campaign. Pat will check with the Synod on what members have donated so far.
² Constitution Review Committee – Dave will be working on appointments for this committee in preparation for a
review this fall.
² Endowment Committee Report – Camille reported that they are working on getting a “general category” for the
endowment fund. Pat suggested that the Endowment Committee members look into the Givers for Life program
by Pastor Greg Johnson at Beaver Valley and develop a plan for informing the congregation about the
endowment.
² Website Update – Anita is posting photos on the website and working with Donna.
² Fire Maintenance System Update – Paul reported that the new pressure switch in the fire maintenance system
is up and running. He is researching the possibility of changing the antifreeze in the system.
² Revisions for Funeral Financial Expectations – Pat reviewed a slight modification to the second pastor
honorarium. Members discussed. A motion was made to approve this revision, it was seconded and carried.
² Facility/grounds fix-it and clean-up date/s – Paul spoke with members about the priority needs of the facility
and circulated a list from his recent inspection with Augie. Paul thought that most of the items on the list require
professional attention. Paul is making another list which will allow folks to come in when they have time to do
things that don’t require professional attention. Paul requested that the council do a tour of the facility on May
16th at 6 PM with Augie in order for council to get a more thorough understanding of the repairs needed.
Members thanked Paul for his work. Dave suggested that we have another spring cleaning day. Rosemary will
be the council liaison for W/ELCA. Dave asked Rosemary to request W/ELCA provide leadership for this by
selecting two possible days and a list of things that need to be done so that council can publicize and help
organize a cleaning day for the full congregation.
New Business:
² Membership: Transfer: Dale Shaffer to Our Savior’s Lutheran in Spearfish
² Attendance/Financial Statistics - members reviewed the report.
² Food for the Poor Visit – Pat spoke with members about this program (foodforthepoor.org). Pat did some research on this group and discovered 97% of monies raised go to feeding the poor. They will come and have an
ordained ELCA pastor do the sermon June 4th. They were last at CLF in 1991.
(continued next page)

VOLUME 15, ISSUE 5

Daily Devotions

PAGE 11

ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
3 Easter
Monday, May 1: Psalm 134; Genesis 18:1-14; 1 Peter 1:23-25
Tuesday, May 2: Psalm 134; Proverbs 8:32—9:6; 1 Peter 2:1-3
Wednesday, May 3: Psalm 134; Exodus 24:1-11; John 21:1-14
4 Easter
Thursday, May 4: Psalm 23; Exodus 2:15b-25; 1 Peter 2:9-12
Friday, May 5: Psalm 23: Exodus 3:16-22, 4:18-20; 1 Peter 2:13-17
Saturday, May 6: Psalm 23; Ezekiel 34:1-16; Luke 15:1-7
Sunday, May 7: Psalm 23; Acts 2:42-47; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10
Monday, May 8: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:17-23; 1 Peter 5:1-5
Tuesday, May 9: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:23-31; Hebrews 13:20-21
Wednesday, May 10: Psalm 100; Jeremiah 23:1-8; Matthew 20:17-28
5 Easter
Thursday, May 11: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Genesis 12:-13; Acts 6:8-15
Friday, May 12: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Exodus 3:1-12; Acts 7:1-16
Saturday, May 13: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Jeremiah 26:20-24; John 8:48-59
Sunday, May 14: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Acts 7:55-60; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14
Monday, May 15: Psalm 102:1-17; Exodus 13:17-22; Acts 7:17-40
Tuesday, May 16: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:5-12; Acts 7:44-56
Wednesday, May 17: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:13-18; John 3:31-38
6 Easter
Thursday, May 18: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 6:5-22; Acts 27:1-12
Friday, May 19: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 7:1-24; Acts 27:13-38
Saturday, May 20: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 8:13-19; John 14:27-29
Sunday, May 21: Psalm 66:8-20; Acts 17:22-31; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21
Monday, May 22: Psalm 93; Genesis 9:8-17; Acts 27:39-44
Tuesday, May 23: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 5:22-33; 1 Peter 3:8-12
Wednesday, May 24: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 31:1-13; John 16:16-24
Ascension of Our Lord
Thursday, May 25: Psalm 93 or Psalm 47; Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53
7 Easter
Friday, May 26: Psalm 93; 2 Kings 2:1-12; Ephesians 2:1-7
Saturday, May 27: Psalm 93; 2 Kings 2:13-15; John 8:21-30
Sunday, May 28: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; Acts 1:6-14; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11; John 17:1-11
Monday, May 29: Psalm 99; Leviticus 9:1-11,22-24; 1 Peter 4:1-6
Tuesday, May 30: Psalm 99; Numbers 16:41-50; 1 Peter 4:7-11
Wednesday, May 31: Psalm 99; 1 Kings 8:54-65; John 3:31-36

(continued from previous page)
² Summer Wednesday Worship – Pat and Yvonne spoke with members about a plan to have a regular
campfire worship every Wednesday at 6:30 PM with s ’mores afterward. In bad weather the service will be
indoors with root beer floats afterward. Members discussed the idea as well as publicity, providing possible
transportation, visiting campgrounds, and how council will support the program by providing hospitality. On
May 28th we will switch to one service on Sunday for the summer. Pat and Yvonne would like to start the
Wednesday night service the following week. A motion was made to support a Wednesday evening service
with the council providing the hospitality (food, setting up, greeting and cleaning up). It was seconded and
carried.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Interim Pastor: Pat Eidsness
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lisa Fluck
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

