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Join us for weekly Wednesday Night Worship this
summer. We meet in the Outdoor Worship Space in the
woods behind the church beginning at 6:30 PM. There
will be music and singing, prayer, scripture and reflection
around our campfire. (That’s why we call it – Campfire
Worship!) Afterwards we can linger over the making and
eating of s’mores with friends. In the event of rain, we
will hold our Campfire Worship inside the church building. And we will substitute the
s’mores for root beer floats. Yummy! It almost make us want to pray for rain….
Bring someone along with you for this quiet mid-week time of re-centering your faith
life!
The theme for our Wednesday Night Worship is “camp FIRE stories”! How fun is
that?! Here’s the line-up ….
In August …
ª the 2nd – The Fiery Furnace
ª the 9th – The Star of Bethlehem
ª the 16th – Charcoal Fire at Jesus’ Trial
ª the 23th – Charcoal Fire on the Beach
ª the 30th - Pentecost

opportunity for outreach...
Custer Lutheran Fellowship has a long history of hosting traveling church groups from around the country at our
facility in the summer. We have fifteen such groups scheduled over the summer. We provide a place for overnight
stays or for longer stays for groups doing servant projects in the area. This is an important way we provide
hospitality and outreach to our neighbors.
In July we hosted these groups:
ª 12 youth and adults from First English Lutheran Church in Grosse Pointe, Michigan stayed overnight on their
way to their Mission Trip site.
ª 23 youth and adults from Chaska Treehouse in Minnesota stayed at CLF for a week and did service projects in
the area.
ª 12 youth and adults from Hardies Creek and South Beaver Creek Lutheran Churches in Ettrik, Wisconsin
stayed for two nights and toured the Black Hills. Then they went on to Rapid City to participate in a week-long
YouthWorks Mission Trip which is hosted at Trinity Lutheran Church.
ª 12 boys and their coaches – a Cross Country Team from Bellevue, Iowa – stayed for two nights and visited
various Black Hills sites. They traveled on to the Big Horns from here.
ª 35 youth and adults from Trinity Lutheran Church in Lindstrom, Minnesota stayed overnight on their way to
their Mission Trip site in Busby, Montana. Before arriving at CLF they hiked in the Badlands.
ª 11 youth and adults from St. John Lutheran Church in Sumner, Iowa stayed overnight on their way to their
YouthWorks Mission Trip site in Northern Cheyenne, Montana.
ª 22 youth and adults from Crossroads Parish in Osage, Iowa spent the week at CLF and did service projects in
the area, including spending time at the Pine Ridge Retreat Center.
ª 12 youth and adults from Faith Lutheran Church in Bismarck, North Dakota spent two nights at CLF.

CLF Happenings
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THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
Our weekly Christian Book Study group will meet in August—beginning the second week. We would love to have
you join us! We gather on Thursday mornings in the Fireside Room from 9:30 to 11:30 AM. Coffee and treats are
provided. We read aloud from the book we have selected, you do not have to read or prepare ahead of time! We
regularly interrupt our reading with questions, laughter, challenging thoughts and reflections, faith and life stories. It
is a fun and free-flowing discussion.
We are currently reading the book — Velvet Elvis: Repainting the Christian Faith by Rob Bell. He is one our
favorite Christian authors. He writes - “We have to test everything…. Do that to this book. Don’t swallow it
uncritically. Think about it. Wrestle with it. Just because I’m a Christian and I’m trying to articulate a Christian
worldview doesn’t mean I’ve got it nailed. I’m contributing to the discussion.”
Join us for all the fun! We have an extra book or two which you can purchase or you can just share a book with one
of us.

NOISY OFFERING...
The “Noisy Offering” will continue during the summer. For these months, our Noisy Offering will be
going to the Emmaus Road Ministries program in Colombia. Emmaus provides scholarships for
students throughout all levels of education, support social development programs (teaching skills,
providing meals) as well as providing training opportunities for leaders in the church.
We will take up a “Noisy Offering” collection on the second Sunday of the month – August 13th.

God’s Work. Our Hands.
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for
your Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work –
Our Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
ª The RAP Group (High School Youth) and their families continue to work hard preparing for next summer’s
trip to participate in the ELCA’s National Youth Gathering which will be held in Houston, TX. Wood is cut,
stacked and hauled out for visiting campers to use for their campfires. The donations received through this
project will go towards next year’s mission adventure. Recently they received a large donation of wood from
the 2017 Camporee that was held at Cooper Ranch!
ª The Women of the ELCA current mission project goes towards the support of School Kits for Lutheran
World Relief, Pine Ridge and children in Custer. These items are needed; 8” x 10 ½” notebooks of wide or
college-ruled paper, #2 pencils with eraser, 30 cm rulers, pencil sharpeners, boxes of 24 crayons, 2 ½”
erasers. Drop off your donations on the cart at CLF.
ª Our Noisy Offering continues throughout the summer on the Second Sunday of the month. We call it
“Coins for Colombia”. Your financial gifts go to support scholarships for children to go to school.
ª We give thanks to those who have volunteered to come early for our Wednesday Campfire Worship this
summer to build the campfire and greet people as they arrive: Helena Buehler, Roe Eidsness, Gary &
Rosemary Chappell and Brad & Connie McKinney.
ª A BIG thank you to those who have volunteered to assist the Property Team with various work tasks around
CLF—such as cleaning and landscaping. Thank you to: Rosemary Chappell, Paul Horsted, Rex Jorgensen, Paul Larson, Ginny Myers and Dave Thom.

— How About a Trip to Sioux Falls? —
Better yet, how about a trip to prison...
Yes, Thursday, August 24th is the day! Or I should say the evening that has been set aside for CLF to visit St
Dysmas. St Dysmas is the Lutheran Congregation behind the walls of the SD Penitentiary. All you have to do to
experience this worship service is to fill out the paperwork, which can be found at the Welcome Center and return to
the church office.
The completed paperwork MUST be returned to the church by Thursday, August 3rd so that it can be mailed to
St Dysmas for processing. This is a must!!! If you have any questions, please contact the Sellevold’s at 673-5467
(h) or cell phones, 360-8963 or 360-8984.
The men of St Dysmas will give you a warm welcome that you will not soon forget!
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care & share...

Care & Share

AUGUST
Samuel & Amy Ainsley
These are the monthly Care & Share groups for
Randy & Sandy Bratland
August and September. The Coordinators will be
Marion Bangsund
contacting you to find out which Sunday(s) you are
Gary & *Rosemary Chappell
available to help. The areas where help is needed
are: Greeters/Ushers, Readers, Communion Servers Cozy & Bob Dorton
and Coffee Hosts.
Mark & Sonja Hogg
Carol Torgerson
The August sign-up sheet is already located at the
Welcome Center and the September sheet will be
Charles & Vicki Larson
available at the Welcome Center around the middle
Ken & Laura Marchand
of August.
Charlie & Mary Myers
Please say yes when called....your Tom & Jennifer Nelson
help is greatly appreciated!
Erv & DeMaris Nesheim
Thank you for serving the Lord in Bill & Kaye Nichol
this important way!!
Ed & Tracey Pulse
Dave & Jan Thom
* Calling Coordinators
August—Rosemary Chappell
September—Paul Larson
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SEPTEMBER
Steve & Judy Baldwin
Marge Baldwin
Jim & Donna Chamberlain
Dan & Diana Edwards
JoAnn Evans
Dave & Sharon Hansen
Wanda Harvey
Chuck & Kaona Hazlett
June Johnston
Art & Amy Kirk
*Paul Larson
Joyce Naugle & Ivan Johannsen
Thurston & Cheryl Pond
Abe & Jackie Robb
Leon & Ann Wagner
Linda Zachow

Please notify Interim Pastor, Pat or Outreach Minister, Yvonne when:
ª There is a hospitalization in your family
ª There is a death in your family
ª You would like a pastoral visit
ª There is a birth or adoption
ª Someone becomes homebound
ª Someone becomes unemployed
ª There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when
you arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
the body of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pat Eidsness, Interim Pastor
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
605-584-0028
673-4691 (church)
605-593-6165 (cell)
pat_clf@gwtc.net
yvonne_clf@gwtc.net

So, when are we getting a new pastor?” (an update on the “call” process)
(by Kim Canete)
The CLF Call Committee first met in November. Since that time the Call Committee has written and submitted the
Congregational Profile, met with church council, held discussions in small groups, gathered survey responses, held
many on-on-one discussions with individuals in the congregation, and held the Ministry Site Study with the Bishop
and his staff.
The Call Committee has reviewed candidate profiles, set up and conducted interviews, called references, listened
to sermons, and read annual reports. There have been many discussions with all Call members asking and
answering hard questions; always keeping their love of this church and understanding that they are representing
the congregation in their decisions foremost.
The Call Committee was planning to recommend a candidate to the Church Council. But, the candidate withdrew
his name.
So, we continue on. Our status is a congregation accepting names for consideration for pastor of CLF. We ask
you to continue to pray, trust, practice patience, and to share any concerns and/or ideas with Call Committee
members.
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Thoughts From Yvonne!

CROSSROADS

Re-Birth...
Here are the facts. Sunday School – it’s just not working anymore. In the ELCA the number of children participating in Sunday
School has dropped from well over one million in 1990 to 180,000 in 2015. That folks, is a loss of 85%! It is projected that by
the year 2023 – Sunday School will no longer exist. You might be surprised to hear that this does not surprise me or upset
me. It’s time – past time – for something new, something different. We are at a crossroads for a rebirth…
The truth of the matter is that Sunday School was never intended for Christian children. Sunday School was birthed in
England in response to family chaos. Unsupervised children were running the streets causing havoc on the weekends while
their parents were partying hard. The thought was that by providing education in literacy for the children of the working poor
this pattern could be turned around. The schedule for those first Sunday Schools was two hours of reading lessons, followed
by two hours of worship and finally three hours of catechism!
At the time the church actually opposed Sunday School. It was clear that the Bible mandated that Christian parents teach their
own children the faith. Martin Luther wrote and distributed the Small Catechism for that very reason – for parents to teach the
faith at home. It was almost 100 years after those first Sunday Schools had started before the church opened their doors and
allowed Sunday School to be held at church.
Now, don’t get me wrong. It is not that Sunday School hasn’t been a valuable method of Christian Education for families for
many years. Proof of that is in the many of us who grew up in various Sunday School programs around the country. But
culturally we are in a different time for families. Families look different. There are more single parent homes. More children are
raised by several different sets of parents or grandparents. Families have the ability and resources to travel more freely and
more often. Sports and other activities have chipped away at the “sacred” Sunday morning Sunday School hour. And finally,
the rapid changes in technology have changed everything – how we listen, what we pay attention to, how we relate to one
another. Here at CLF, even our most active families with children don’t often make it to Sunday School more than once a
month. That makes roughly five hours of Christian education for children over the course of a year. It is not even remotely
possible to share even the basic stories of the faith in this way!
So, we need to explore some different options. We need to do better. We need to return to an older pattern of all generations
being responsible for sharing and learning the faith together. We talk a lot about being family together at CLF. We make
promises at the time of baptism to support the newly baptized in their lives of faith. We are failing as a church. We can
bemoan these facts but in the end we just need to do things differently.
And in case, you think this is all some new-fangled change that Yvonne is bringing down on us…think again! On February 11,
1957 – Life magazine featured this article on its cover – “The Most Wasted Hour In The Week: What’s Wrong With Our
Sunday Schools And What Churches Can Do About It.” It seems like we – as a church – may just now be catching up to the
reality of that 60 year old article.
We began re-birthing Christian Education for families at CLF, when we began SPARK Kids three years ago. It is clear it is
working. Many families have become reenergized for worship on Wednesdays. Wednesday NightLife has become for them
what Sunday morning used to be.
This year at CLF we will be suspending Sunday morning Sunday School. We are going to “try out” this change for the next
year. We are going to take this year to explore other possibilities for Christian education for families. We are going to increase
some of those resources that we have been doing to encourage cross-generational faith sharing at home. This might include
such things as: quarterly Take-Home Church Kits, renewed emphasis on Faith5, monthly newsletters for parents and
grandparents. We are also going to explore more family-friendly aspects for Sunday morning worship. This might include such
things as: an expanded children’s area in our worship space, more involvement in children in worship, interactive sermons – in
which we talk to one another about the faith.
As we begin to explore the options for a re-birth at CLF, we need your help.
ª Begin with prayer. Pray for our children and their families. Pray for each other.
ª Reflect on these questions…
What are the unique gifts children bring to our faith community?
What are the unique needs of children?
What are the unique gifts elder saints bring to our faith community?
What are the unique needs of elders?
What are ways that the gifts and needs of both children and elder saints can come together
to share the faith in the year ahead?
ª Share your thoughts, your concerns, your ideas with the pastoral staff at CLF. We will need the wisdom of many minds
and hearts to re-birth something new for future generations. It is important work – work that we will need to do together.
I want you to know that I am hopeful – very hopeful as we begin this new journey together. I know – without a doubt – that
God is present in all that we do. I look forward to the leading of the Holy Spirit as we seek to make old things new again!
Christ Makes Life Exciting!
Yvonne L.D. Steindal, Outreach Minister

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, August 28th at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall
HOSTESSES: This will be a potluck dinner. Everyone is invited to bring a dish to share.
W/ELCA will provide chicken from Lynn’s.
PROGRAM: RAP students and parents will tell us about their trip to Germany
Our August meeting will be held at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. We will share a potluck dinner before our program.
Our program will be a presentation from the group who traveled to Germany in June to join the celebration of the
Reformation that occurred 500 years ago. A reminder that all women are invited to attend W/ELCA meetings.
The W/ELCA Bear Butte Fall Retreat will be held at Outlaw Ranch on September 8th and 9th. The theme this year is
“Who is My Neighbor?”. Cari Skogberg-Eastman will be our speaker. We will share conversations about God’s call to
Love & Serve the stranger among us. This is taken from Hebrews 13:2 — Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by
so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it. The Fall Retreat will be hosted by St James Lutheran
in Belle Fourche. Registration will be done by Our Saviors Lutheran in Spearfish. Registration will begin at Outlaw
Ranch at 4 PM on Friday, September 8th. The registration fee of $5 needs to be paid by August 29th. See Jackie
Hartwick to preregister or for more details.
Quilting will resume in September...more details will be given in the September newsletter.
Our W/ELCA group will provide sack lunches for the “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday on September 10th.
We are going to take our September meeting “on the road”. This will be the third time we have traveled for our
September meeting. This year, we are going to visit Arise and New Alternatives in Rapid City. These are both Lutheran
Social Services programs. We are still working to coordinate the times for our visits. The September newsletter will
have the time that folks need to meet at the church for carpooling and riding in the van to Rapid City. Thanks to
DeMaris Nesheim for her guidance in making it possible for us to visit and learn about what is happening in these very
important facilities in the Black Hills. In 2015, we went to Spearfish to visit Canyon Hills. Last year, we had the
opportunity to visit the Children’s Home of the Black Hills. Each of us was proud to learn about these facilities and
brought back information to share with the community. It makes so much sense to know as much as possible about
these facilities so that we can support them in an appropriate way. The quilts and monetary support that we have given
to both have been greatly appreciated. A reminder here that all women are welcome to attend any of our meetings —
that also includes our field trips!
Bingo at Custer Senior Care—The first Friday of each month 4-5 people gather to call and help residents enjoy an
hour of Bingo from 2—3 PM. We welcome new people to join us! If you have old jewelry to donate that would fit over
their head, they love that. Any questions, please call Arbutus Winter, 673-5283.
A reminder that the inmates at St Dysmas crochet stocking caps. If you have yarn to contribute to this cause, please
leave it in the office with Donna.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

July—September Mission Project:
School Kits — LWR, Pine Ridge & Custer Children
!
!
!
!
!
!

2 notebooks of ruled paper—no loose-leaf paper
6 unsharpened pencils
30 cm ruler
1 pencil sharpener
Box of 24 crayons
2 ½ inch eraser
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pat — pat_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Pat: Tuesday & Wednesday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday

CROSSROADS

Kitchen Clean-Up Days
Now that the flooring is completed in the kitchen, we
would like to give the room a good cleaning.
On Saturday, July 22nd, a clean-up day was held to
wash the ceiling and walls in the kitchen. Then, on
Saturday, August 26th from 9 AM to Noon, we will
wash the fronts of the cupboard doors and drawers.
Check the Welcome Center for the sign-up sheet.

From the Library...
2017 is the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation. In the Narthex, you will find some
books on Martin Luther.
Look at them. Take one home. Enjoy it. Return it
to the basket under the Luther banner.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option
to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING”
link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled
donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At
this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions only, however you can set-up your
own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.

We would like to thank all our Custer Lutheran Fellowship friends who sent prayers, cards and brought food items
recently when my mom, Anna Mae Nordstrom Haas passed away in Elgin, ND. Your kindness is greatly
appreciated by Greg and me.
~ Connie and the Werner Family

2017 Budget thru June, 2017
2017 Actual

2017 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Thrivent Choice)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Sunday School Noisy Offerings
Total Income

% of Budget

$ 166,687.00
$
796.00
$
0.00
$
100.00
$
615.00
$ 168,198.00

$ 175,000.00
$
$
$
$
$ 175,000.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

(8,313.00)

95.2%

(6,802.00)

96.1%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 53,439.14
$
5,684.36
$
3,018.07
$ 20,896.47
$ 86,739.57
$ 169,777.61

$ 54,658.02
$
5,584.65
$
3,086.12
$ 20,757.00
$ 87,947.98
$ 172,033.77

$
$
$
$
$
$

(1,218.88)
99.71
(68.05)
139.47
(1,208.41)
(2,256.16)

97.8%
101.8%
97.8%
100.7%
98.6%
98.7%
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PROPERTY TEAM REPORT...
ª The flooring project is now completed except for re-carpeting a few risers used near the stage.
ª Even with the new gutter downspouts, on July 7th we had a major hail storm that blocked the gutters and
caused water to enter the hallway. We are still looking for the final solution.
ª Roundup was applied to the weeds in the landscaped areas. We are still in need of additional volunteers and
landscape fabric to complete the project.
ª The fire suppression system was inspected July 11th. We are getting an estimate on what it will cost to replace
the existing antifreeze
ª Items still needing attention:
² Storage shed needs painting
² Log portions of the building could be re-stained as well as the water tank cover for the fire extinguisher
system
² We need to start thinking about resurfacing the parking lot. We’ll be getting estimates soon.

Take-Out Church...
Once again this summer we are offering you Take-Out Church! This is a way for your family to bring your faith to
life when you go away on vacation this summer! It will help you to GATHER, GROW, GIVE and GO as a family.
Because this is the 500th Anniversary Year of the Reformation this summer’s Take-Out Church has a decidedly
Lutheran flair to it. You will find things like this inside…
² Jelly Beans and Prayer Sheet
² Luther’s Small Catechism and Discussion Starter
² “I Am Lutheran” Coloring Book
² Colored Pencils
² Martin and Katie Luther figures
It is all packed in a gabled Take-Out box that resembles a church – the Wittenberg Castle church to be exact.
Pick one up at the Welcome Center and store it in your car. Then when you are “on-the-go” with your family – you
will be able to do and be the church wherever you are!

Parish Nurse News...
I'm hoping everyone is able to get some relief from the heat this summer. If anyone is having difficulty please let
me know and I will see how we can help you. I've been trying to enjoy these days with walks as often as I can. A
girlfriend and I have been really enjoying walking by Stockade lake. Not only has it been great exercise but also
some great conversation. Along on our walks we have been able to observe different birds as well as visiting with
tourists in the area who have been really enjoying our beautiful area. Sometimes we need to slow down and take
in the beauty of God's creation. Another month and we will all be getting back to business. As part of our Health
Ministry Team we would like to invite anyone to join us in our endeavors. Just let me know.
Healthy body, Healthy life...
Mary Klein, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

Mental Health News...
We continue to need more insight into how to help the mentally ill. Our health care in this area I feel is excellent.
So what are we doing for Mental Illness?? Mental Illness has a physical cause usually just as other diseases so
why does health insurance and health providers want to separate it in terms of coverage and treatment. We all
need to try to get our area more understanding of what Mental Illness is and how we can help. We may be talking
about you, your child, your mother, your brother or friend. We all know someone. Better help, Better lives...
Mary Klein
Parish Nurse
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Youth

CROSSROADS

It’s Time…
As we make plans for the fall we need more folks to volunteer and help make ministry for children, youth and their
families happen at CLF. Please consider how you can give of your time…
ª Nursery volunteers on Sunday mornings
ª Sunday morning Children’s Ministry teachers
ª SPARK Kids drivers and adult assistants
ª Wednesday NightLife – folks to set-up at 4:00 PM, person(s) to cook meals
ª Confirmation teachers
ª Members for these Teams – Children’s Ministry, Outreach, Social Ministry
If you have an idea, of how you would like to share your gifts with our children and youth – let us know. Be directly in
contact with Outreach Minister Yvonne Steindal!

Back-To-School...

Believe it or not, the start of the school year is almost upon us! In fact the first day of school is Wednesday, August 23rd.
We are going to celebrate the start of the school year on Sunday, August 27th. There will be a time of blessing during
worship for students, teachers and school staff. There will be small gifts given to children at the time of the Children’s
Message. And there will be a cake afterwards to kick off our school year right! So – mark your calendars and join us on
that last Sunday in August.

SPARK Kids…
We are so excited for our Fourth Year of SPARK Kids which will begin on September 6th. (This allows children and their
families to settle in to the school routine before we get started.) Wednesday afternoons children in Kindergarten through
Grade 5 will be picked up at school and transported to church. Our time together is full of fast moving fun activities
including snacks, stories, games, arts and crafts and more.
This school year our lessons will feature the “Jesus Storybook Bible” where the children will discover that every story
whispers the name of Jesus! The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:15 PM. The children and their families are
invited to join us for a meal followed by worship. We are done by 6:30 PM.
So this is a great time to begin to talk it up with your family – your friends – your neighbors. All are welcome! And the
program is entirely FREE and NOT dependent on membership or even attending CLF.
Parents of children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 will receive a snail-mail in August outlining the program as well as a
registration form and medical release form. We do need completed forms in order for children to participate. So, if you
know of someone we should invite – please let our Outreach Minister Yvonne Steindal know.

Spotlight on Confirmation...
There is still time to get in on this... We invite Confirmation Youth (those entering Grades 7 and 8 in the fall) to come and
help out with DAY CAMP at CLF this summer. This is a great servant project opportunity! And the young children really
look up to our youth! Day Camp will be held Monday thru Friday, the week of July 31-August 4. Even if you can only give
a day or two – we guarantee you will have lots of fun!
Parents of youth entering Grades 6, 7 and 8 will receive a snail-mail letter later this summer with information about the
Confirmation program for the 2017-18 school year.
There will be an Orientation Meeting for Families on Wednesday, September 6th. Confirmation Learning Events will be
held on Wednesday evening beginning September 13th. The first BIG activity will be the participation of all Confirmation
families in “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday on September 10th. Please mark your family calendars NOW with all
these important dates!

Camp for Kids…
Day Camp – Monday thru Friday, July 31 thru August 4, Monday - Thursday, 9 AM to 3 PM and Friday, 9 AM to 12
Noon. This FREE event is for ALL children in the community – Pre-School through those who have completed Grade 5.
It is a taste of camp at Custer Lutheran Fellowship. Staff from Outlaw Ranch will lead five days full of fun including
games, crafts, worship, Bible studies and other activities.
On Thursday evening there will be a Family program at church. We will have a pot-luck meal first at 6 PM—we will
provide chicken and drinks. Each family is asked to bring a salad, side or dessert to share.
There is still time for your children, grandchildren, neighbors and friends to get in on Day Camp. Just show up at CLF
and we will get you signed up that morning. Even if you can only come for one or two days – you won’t regret it!
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“God’s Work. Our Hands.”
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – July 18, 2017
Treasurer’s Report — members reviewed the report. Dave will look into the details on our mortgage. A motion was made
and the report was accepted.
Unfinished Business:
ª Memorial List - members reviewed and discussed.
ª Thrivent Choice – July amount – $0.00 / $796.00
ª Flooring Replacement Update – Paul reported that the flooring project is almost complete.
ª Pictorial Directory Update – The council requested that Pat enlist some volunteers to help Donna with this large
task. A motion was made and seconded that Donna and her team have the directory completed and ready to
circulate by September.
ª Committee Task Force Update – Rex asked members to help him set a date for this fall informational recruitment
event. A date of September 24th between services was set.
ª Evangelism Task Force – Pat spoke with members about what the team has planned to reach out to the Custer
community. They are also working with Arley about conducting another "What are your spiritual gifts?" inventory for
the congregation in the fall. This was one of the top items requested from the brainstorming session at our
congregational leaders retreat in January.
ª Synod Capital Appeal “Listen God is Calling” – Dave has spoken with Allen Canete about this campaign. He
will come to our August meeting to discuss his plans with the council.
ª Facility/grounds fix-it and clean-up dates Update – Rosemary reported they are hoping to have cleaning days in
kitchen Saturday July 22nd and August 26th from 9 AM to Noon. Paul said that folks are stepping up to do
individual tasks and he thinks that works better than having a single work day.
ª Summer Wednesday Worship Update – Yvonne reported that it is going well. Every week there are some
visitors. There has been a different group of people every week. The fire story theme has been working well.
ª Music Area Planning Update – Dave reported how impressed he has been with how this team has experimented
and developed the music area plan. They have gotten good input and made effective changes. Members
discussed. The council has consented to cover the additional expense to cover the additional risers used for special
events.
ª Call Committee Update – we learned today that the candidate has removed their name from consideration due to
family and spouse career considerations. This is not uncommon and the committee will continue their work. Kim will
be informing the congregation about this on Sunday.
ª Stewardship Task Force Update – the seven members are reading a book and will be meeting July 26th to start
their work.
New Business:
ª Attendance/Financial Statistics – Members reviewed.
ª Appoint New Treasurer – Members discussed. Three names were proposed. Dave will make contacts.
ª Procedure for Handling Sunday Offerings – Pat reviewed our current procedure with members and spoke about
the need for development of a policy to protect our members/staff and ensure security. Members discussed. Pat
requested that we appoint a team to develop a policy. Pat, Christie and Duane have volunteered. Roe has worked
on developing policy before and will also help. The treasurer will also be a part of this team. Duane will chair the
team and will arrange a meeting.
ª Replace antifreeze in the Fire Sprinkler System – Paul has a call in to Rapid Fire Protection. They have
recommended the antifreeze in our system be replaced with the newer type.
ª Comfortable Worship Environment – Members discussed the importance of climate control in the Sanctuary
during the hot summer months and the use of the microphones. Members discussed. Pat will be discussing this at
the staff meeting this week.
Reflections on Mission and Ministry
ª Interim Pastor Report – on August 20th at 7 PM Phil Lewison will be preaching at the Rochford Chapel. Pat invited
members to come up to visit and attend the service.
ª Outreach Minister Report – Yvonne shared her report. She spoke with members about a conference she
attended on Monday about cross generational ministries. Research has shown that 85% of ELCA Sunday School
attendees are no longer attending Sunday School and this is reflected at CLF. Yvonne would like to explore how we
can serve families better. The visitor policy has been working very well and has been very helpful. The church has
had many guests.
Committee & Ministry Team Reports
ª Outreach – the team met tonight to work on God's Work our Hands September 10th. Brad has designed a poster to
publicize the event.
ª Youth – the group has been working hard to provide firewood. They meet once a month and had three splitters
going in July. They welcomed the recently graduated confirmation students to the group this summer.
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
8 Pentecost
Tuesday, August 1: Psalm 119:121-128; 1 Kings 4:29-34; Ephesians 6:10-18
Wednesday, August 2: Psalm 119:121-128; Proverbs 1:1-7, 20-33; Mark 4:30-34
9 Pentecost
Thursday, August 3: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21; Proverbs 10:1-5; Philippians 4:10-15
Friday, August 4: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21; Isaiah 51:17-23; Romans 9:6-13
Saturday, August 5: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21; Isaiah 44:1-5; Matthew 7:7-11
Sunday, August 6: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21; Isaiah 55:1-5; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21
Monday, August 7: Psalm 78:1-8, 17-29; Deuteronomy 8:1-10; Romans 1:8-15
Tuesday, August 8: Psalm 78:1-8, 17-29; Deuteronomy 26:1-15; Acts 2:37-47
Wednesday, August 9: Psalm 78:1-8, 17-29; Exodus 16:2-15, 31-35; Matthew 15:32-39
10 Pentecost
Thursday, August 10: Psalm 85:8-13; 1 Kings 18:1-16; Acts 17:10-15
Friday, August 11: Psalm 85:8-13; 1 Kings 18:17-19, 30-40; Acts 18:24-28
Saturday, August 12: Psalm 85:8-13; 1 Kings 18:41-46; Matthew 16:1-4
Sunday, August 13: Psalm 85:8-13; 1 Kings 19:9-18; Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33
Monday, August 14: Psalm 18:1-19; Genesis 7:11—8:5; 2 Peter 2:4-10
Tuesday, August 15: Psalm 18:1-19; Genesis 19:1-29; Romans 9:14-29
Wednesday, August 16: Psalm 18:1-19; Job 36:24-33; 37:14-24; Matthew 8:23-27
11 Pentecost
Thursday, August 17: Psalm 67; Isaiah 45:20-25; Revelation 15:1-4
Friday, August 18: Psalm 67; Isaiah 63:15-19; Acts 14:19-28
Saturday, August 19: Psalm 67; Isaiah 56:1-5; Matthew 14:34-36
Sunday, August 20: Psalm 67; Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15:10-28
Monday, August 21: Psalm 87; 2 Kings 5:1-14;Acts 15:1-21
Tuesday, August 22: Psalm 87; Isaiah 43:8-13; Romans 11:13-29
Wednesday, August 23: Psalm 87; Isaiah 66:18-23; Matthew 8:1-13
12 Pentecost
Thursday, August 24: Psalm 138; Ezekiel 28:11-19; 1 Corinthians 6:1-11
Friday, August 25: Psalm 138; Ezekiel 31:15-18; 2 Corinthians 10:12-18
Saturday, August 26: Psalm 138; Ezekiel 36:33-38; Matthew 16:5-12
Sunday, August 27: Psalm 138; Isaiah 51:1-6; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20
Monday, August 28: Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32; 1 Samuel 7:3-13; Romans 2:1-11
Tuesday, August 29: Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32; Deuteronomy 32:18-20, 28-39; Romans 11:33-36
Wednesday, August 30: Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32; Isaiah 28:14-22; Matthew 26:6-13
13 Pentecost
Thursday, August 31: Psalm 26:1-8; Jeremiah 14:13-18; Ephesians 5:1-6
Friday, September 1: Psalm 26:1-8; Jeremiah 15:1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12
Saturday, September 2: Psalm 26:1-8; Jeremiah 15:10-14; Matthew 8:14-17
Sunday, September 3: Psalm 26:1-8; Jeremiah 15:15-21; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28
Monday, September 4: Psalm 17; 2 Samuel 11:2-26; Revelation 3:1-6
Tuesday, September 5 : Psalm 17; 2 Samuel 11:27b—12:15; Revelation 3:7-13
Wednesday, September 6 : Psalm 17; Jeremiah 17:5-18; Matthew 12:22-32

CLF Photo Directory is almost finished!!
The photo directory is just about ready to be printed, collated and bound! You can get your copy
through the church office starting around the middle of August—watch the Sunday bulletins for more
info! In order to cover the cost of printing in color, there is a suggested donation of $5.
Thanks to all who had their pictures taken and also to those who are helping in getting the directory
put together. If you haven’t submitted a picture yet, you still can do so! It does not have to be a
formal picture..it can be a casual picture of you and your family. Either email it to clf@gwtc.net or bring one to the
office where we will scan it and return it to you.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Interim Pastor: Pat Eidsness
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer:
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

