50th Anniversary Celebration
Clf to celebrate 50 years....
Fifty years ago a small group of Lutherans gathered together one evening,
formed an ALC congregation and what we have today at Custer Lutheran
Fellowship is a result of that effort. This summer, we have lots of things
planned starting on June 21st. The culmination of our celebration will be held on the weekend of Gold
Discovery Days, July 24-26, 2015 . So save these dates! A committee as been formed to work on
this event, but more are always welcome whether you just want to come with ideas or willing to chip
in and work on the planning committee. Either way please contact the office or committee chair,
Steve Baldwin — sbaldwin9@gmail.com . The next committee meeting will be between services
on April 12th in the Fireside Room. Please feel free to attend even if you just have questions or
suggestions. Below is the preliminary agenda for our 50th Anniversary Celebration....

Custer Lutheran Fellowship 50th Anniversary
1965 - 2015
Events:
June 21st – celebrate the first decade 1965 – 1975
⇒ Music, storytelling, program, special guests
June 28th – celebrate the second decade 1975 – 1985
⇒ Music, storytelling, program, special guests
July 5th – celebrate the third decade 1985 – 1995
⇒ Music, storytelling, program, special guests
July 12th – celebrate the fourth decade 1995 – 2005
⇒ Music, storytelling, program, special guests
July 19th – celebrate the fifth decade 2005 – 2015
⇒ Music, storytelling, program, special guests
Gold Discovery Days weekend, July 24, 25, 26 2015
⇒ Saturday afternoon ice cream social
⇒ Saturday evening Wayfolk/Sojourner reunion
⇒ Sunday morning special service
⇒ Sunday following morning services – potluck feed then an
Anniversary program to include special guests, storytelling,
PowerPoint presentation, and more to be planned.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
A prayer shawl is a simple crocheted or knitted shawl, created with love and prayer to be given to someone who
is ill or in need of comfort or encouragement. A shawl can be given to a student beginning college, or to a new
baby. When recipients use the shawl, it envelopes them in warmth and the prayers from our community of
Custer Lutheran Fellowship. Completed shawls are brought to the church to be blessed by the Pastor. The
shawl can then be given to one who needs comfort by the pastor or by anyone of us who see a need. If anyone
has completed shawls, you can bring them to the office at any time.
If you would like to be involved with this ministry, please speak with either Karen Schleining or Donna McConnell.
We can provide you with either crochet or knit shawl patterns.

Lutheran Social Services Programs
Lutheran Social Services Youth and Young Adult Programs in need of furniture
for Stepping Stones and New Alternative Programs...
Lutheran Social Services in Rapid City is looking for furniture and other household items for their “Stepping
Stones” and “New Horizons” programs. They need furniture as well as kitchen items for 5 apartments.
The items most needed are:
◊

Gently Used Furniture
• Sofas (no sofa sleepers)
• Love seats
• End Tables
• Coffee Tables
• Kitchen Table and Chairs

◊

Gently Used Kitchen Items
• Pots and Pans
• Silverware
• Drinking Glasses
• Cooking Utensils

The following story from the LSS website explains the opportunities that Stepping Stones provides.
For Sam, things started to unravel at the age of eight. A native of northeast South Dakota, he was placed in
treatment at a young age for negative behaviors and through a series of ups and downs ended up at the STAR
Academy in Custer, South Dakota. "I failed a lot," he says.
After several years of this roller coaster, Sam was placed with Lutheran Social Services' Stepping Stones
Program. There, he began learning what it means to take responsibility for himself. He learned to care for himself
and received the encouragement he needed to get a job and begin taking classes at a nearby university. "He
needed to go through those experiences," says Sheila Johnson, Stepping Stones program director. "He needed
to buy a car, lose a job, get another job - he had to learn where the boundaries are."
LSS's Stepping Stones program in Rapid City opens opportunities for young people like Sam who need help with
the transition to adulthood. Some are homeless. Others don't have a supportive family to help them learn how to
be responsible adults. Based on local data, we believe there are up to 100 young people in the Rapid City area
that are defined as homeless. Stepping Stones helps youth learn skills many take for granted: finding and
keeping a job, managing money, arranging for transportation, grocery shopping, and cooking nutritious meals.
Today, Sam has been discharged from state custody and is living in his own apartment, holding down two jobs
and going to college. Looking back on his experiences, Sam advises other teens to take a different path. "You
think your life would be so much better if you were on your own," he says. "It's a lot harder than you think."
Sam has words for those who support Stepping Stones too: "You are changing lives."

First Communion on February 1st...

On Sunday, February 1st three fifth graders took a step in
their faith journey as they shared communion for the first
time. Pictured with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister, and
Pastor Tom Opoien are:
Kelley Wicks, Kellyn Kortemeyer and Eva Studt.

