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Advent is Here – Christmas is Coming!
The next three Wednesdays (December 3, 10 & 17) we will have our usual
Wednesday NightLife program (meal at 5 PM, worship at 6 PM and education
hour at 6:30 PM), but with a special Advent worship service. If you’ve never
been to CLF on a Wednesday night, the season of Advent would be a perfect
time to come!
Sunday, December 7th the Sunday School will put on a Christmas program &
potluck. The potluck will be held following the 11:00 worship service with the
program to follow the meal at about 1:00 PM.
Tuesday, December 9th from 5-7 PM is the Custer Community Christmas meal,
held at the Custer Community Church. This dinner is sponsored and hosted by
the Custer Ministerial Alliance as well as the Custer Meet & Eat and is open to
everyone as an opportunity to meet someone new and have a great meal!
Saturday, December 20th is the annual Custer Community Christmas events –
Food Basket Distribution will take place at the Custer Storehouse from 10 AM to
Noon and the Select-a-Gift (which helps local families celebrate Christmas by
providing age-appropriate gifts) will begin at 12:30 PM at the High School Gym
Sunday, December 14th at 2 PM is the Custer Community Advent program
sponsored by St. John’s Catholic Church and held at Custer Lutheran
Fellowship. (See the article inside for more information.)
Christmas Eve once again falls on December 24th this year. Candlelight
worship services will be held at Custer Lutheran Fellowship at 4 PM &
7 PM. We will celebrate Holy Communion at both services.
We hope and pray that your Advent season is filled with expectation,
anticipation and preparation for the great and glorious news that Christ is born!

ELCA GOOD GIFTS & SHARING THE DREAM Crafts...
Last year the average American planned to spend $715 on Christmas gifts. Instead of buying
more Christmas sweaters & fruitcake, what if we could honor those we love with gifts that make a
difference? On Sundays, November 30th and December 7th the Social Ministry Team will be
available between services to answer questions & show you how to purchase meaningful, lasting
& unique gifts. Sharing the Dream Crafts will also be available between services on those days.
All money received goes back to Guatemala to purchase more crafts, fund scholarships, build
schools, provide meals & a place to socialize for the elderly.

CLF Happenings
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Thursday 9:30 AM Christian Book Study...
The group has been reading Max Lucado’s book — “JUST LIKE JESUS”. It has been a great book and we
encourage you to join us and read it.
January 8, 2015 we will start a new book by Richard Rohr—”FALLING UPWARD: A Spirituality for the Two Halves
of Life”.
Taken from the summary on the front flap of the book: In the first half of life, we are naturally and rightly
preoccupied with establishing our identity—climbing, achieving and performing. But those concerns will not serve
us as we grow older and begin to embark on a further journey, one that involves challenges, mistakes, loss of
control, broader horizons and necessary suffering that actually shocks us out of our prior comfort zone.
Eventually, we need to see ourselves in a different and more life-giving way. This message of “falling down” —
that is in fact moving upward — is the most resisted and counterintuitive of messages in the world’s religions,
including and most especially Christianity.
This sounds like a book all of us can relate to at this time in our lives.
Join us for coffee and fellowship on Thursday morning in the Fireside Room at 9:30 AM and the book study begins
at 10:00 AM.

“NOISY OFFERING” TO CONTINUE ONE SUNDAY A MONTH...
As part of the Sunday School Mission Offering this year to aid the ELCA Malaria Campaign,
we will have a “Noisy Offering” one Sunday a month. Feel free to send your pocket change
with a child to throw in the cream can! The next noisy offering will be on December 7th.

Men’s Breakfast/Book Study Continues on First Saturday...
The monthly Men’s Breakfast/Book Study continues their reading and discussing the book,
We Make the Road By Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation,
and Activation by Brian McLaren. Pastor Tom leads this study, and breakfast is served. If
you are a newcomer to the congregation, consider visiting this group. The discussion will be
lively, and friendships will be made and strengthened. Copies of the book will be available for
purchase for $25.
The McLaren book is described as “having everything you need to explore what a difference
an honest, living, growing faith can make in our world today” (from the summary on the front
flap of the book). This group will meet on the first Saturday of each month.

Sunday School News...
Please join the Sunday School children on Sunday, December 7th for their annual Christmas
program titled, “Away From the Manger”. Immediately following the 11:00 service, there will
be a potluck lunch. Then at about 1:00 PM is the program. All are invited to both. Don’t stay
away because of fear of taking up room from the families. We have plenty of room for
everyone! It is great for the kids to see everyone there to support them.
Sunday School children — our final rehearsals are Friday, December 5th from 9-11 AM
and Sunday, December 7th during Sunday School.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
The 3-H Club (Humor Health Hangout) will not meet for some laughs until January. The event lasts only
one hour as we do not want to get arrested for having too much fun. Just come for laughs!
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Thoughts From Pastor Tom!
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Dear friends,
A visit the other day with a CLF member who is a college freshman brought
back a memory of my own first months at college. The two of us were talking
about difficult classes and the hectic time between Thanksgiving break and final
exams. As we spoke I almost could feel the knot reforming in the pit of my
stomach that I was carrying in early December 1985.
Over the Thanksgiving break I had caught a ride back home to Dell Rapids with some other freshman friends from
March Hall at the South Dakota School of Mines. The four hundred mile drive was accompanied by a snowstorm
that turned the normally tortoise-like, 55-mile-an hour speed limit into a 40 mile-an-hour slog across the state. After
enjoying a turkey meal with my family, in my 18 year old wisdom, I borrowed my mother’s car to go visit my
girlfriend, overdrove the snowy conditions, and totaled her Buick. Even though I didn’t get seriously injured I
remember the look on my mother’s face as I climbed back into my carpool on Sunday afternoon, leaving her to
figure out her car-lessness.
With my first experience of comprehensive finals looming and head hung low for making my widowed mother’s life
more difficult, I experienced for the first time as an adult the comfort that the rituals of the church can bring. On
Sundays that fall I had been attending Calvary Lutheran Church back when it was a small white building out by
Canyon Lake. That December I distinctly remember the lighting of each Advent candle as a type of countdown to
the day that final exams would be over and I could go home and sleep in my own bed in a quiet room without the
24 hour sounds of the dormitory leaking through the walls.
I know that I don’t remember the passages about John the Baptist and the foretelling of the coming of the Messiah.
But I do think I caught the sense of hope that comes with the season. The emphasis of Advent is not in the hope of
the Christ child coming in a stable. The scripture readings and rituals of Advent are more in tune with preparing our
hearts for Christ’s coming in his fullness on the last day. It is about preparing our minds by thinking about things
that are important and letting go of other things that are not. Perhaps even letting go of a bit of worry or sadness
that is sometimes imbedded in these short days with little sunlight.
I invite you to enter into the lighting of the Advent wreath this season as we think of the hope that builds and
sustains us, the hope of Christ’s presence in the circumstances in our lives. My final exam days are long behind
me and even the buildings of the story are long gone. March Hall was torn down years ago, that home where we
ate that Thanksgiving meal houses another family, and Calvary Lutheran Church is now a very large church at a
new site. But I suppose we all have knots that Christ needs to untangle no matter what roof is over our heads.
Sometimes lighting a candle and hearing a story can help more than we know.
Peace and best wishes,
Pastor Tom Opoien

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
Outdoor Landscaping
Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Hand Bells

Custer Community Advent Program on December 14th...
For the third year in a row, Custer Lutheran Fellowship has been asked to host the Custer
Community Advent program (formerly held at St. John’s Catholic Church as well as the
Custer High School Theater). This has been a wonderfully ecumenical opportunity for congregations around
Custer to come together to anticipate the promises of Christmas through all kinds of music by all ages from the
area churches. The program begins at 2:00 PM, preludes begin at 1:30 PM in the Narthex by French Creek Folk.
Refreshments will be served following the program. Come early and get a good seat! We hope to see you there!

The women of clf

VOLUME 12, ISSUE 12

PAGE 5

W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:
WHEN: Monday, January 26th — 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: Potluck Lunch—Please bring a dish to share
PROGRAM: Planning for Spring Gathering in April
Our November Thank Offering Service focused on living abundantly. We talked about being thankful for
what we have and not focusing on what we do not have. We all realize that blessings come in many forms.
We will make an effort to be thankful for them each day.
The lefse party held at the church on November 15th was a huge success. Thanks to all who attended and
shared their talent and their equipment. We will have a party next year to make even more lefse than we
did this year. We made 24 packages (3 per pack) and they sold immediately at our Craft & Goodie Sale.
The Craft & Goodie Sale was another positive event. Thanks to all who participated. That goes to the folks
who baked, who stitched, who made lefse, who crafted and to those who shopped. This is a wonderful way
to share time and to visit as well as to support W/ELCA and our missions. Sales yielded approximately
$1300! Fabulous!
Just a reminder to the ladies who are baking cookies for Christmas for Kids. Please have your cookies in
the church kitchen by 10:00 AM on Friday, December 12th. Thanks in advance for your part in making
the day special for Custer kids.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and
programs of interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

October—December Mission Project:
The Storehouse

]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]

Canned food – meats, vegetables, fruits, soups, cranberry sauce
Spaghetti, pasta & sauce
Cereals
Instant Potatoes
Stuffing Mix
Cake Mixes/Tubs of Frosting
Peanut butter
Soaps – laundry, dish, body
Macaroni & Cheese
Paper towels & toilet tissue
& any other food items you’d like to bring J

Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

Custer Habitat for Humanity Update...
The Custer Habitat for Humanity Team is looking for two community members to serve on a
“Family Support Committee.” The members of this committee will support the homeowner
family by walking with them through the process of becoming a homeowner. If you are interested in this volunteer
position, please speak with Pastor Tom.

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday 7:40—8:40 AM; 3—5 PM
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

CROSSROADS

Won’t You Please Help?

Everyone enjoys the food & fellowship
between services on Sunday mornings.
Won’t you please consider helping out by volunteering to
be a fellowship host? The sign-up sheet & instructions
are located on the counter by the kitchen. Contact the
church office if you have questions. Thanks!

Christmas Poinsettias – If you would like to help
decorate the altar area with poinsettias for the Christmas
season, you may bring them by December 20th and
place them in the Family Room just off the Narthex.
They will be placed in in the Sanctuary sometime before
the Christmas Eve services. Please let the office know if
your plant is in memory or in honor of someone. You
may take them home after Christmas Eve. Thanks!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
A prayer shawl is a simple crocheted or knitted shawl, created with love and prayer to be given to
someone who is ill or in need of comfort or encouragement. A shawl can be given to a student beginning
college, or to a new baby. When recipients use the shawl, it envelopes them in warmth and the prayers
from our community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship.
Completed shawls are brought to the church to be blessed by the Pastors. The shawl can then be given to one who
needs comfort by the pastor or by anyone of us who see a need. If anyone has completed shawls, you can bring
them to the office at any time.
If you would like to be involved with this ministry, please speak with either Karen Schleining or Donna McConnell. We
can provide you with either crochet or knit shawl patterns.

2014 Budget thru October, 2014
2014 Actual

2014 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Form 990-T Health Insurance Credit
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Endowment Funds/VBS
Endowment Funds/Wed Spark Kids
Youth House Building Sale
Outreach Minister Set-Aside Funds
Total Income

$ 332,262.25
$
1,178.17
$
1,223.00
$
640.00
$
8,464.27
$
4,495.00
$
1,500.00
$
4,639.31
$ 24,977.42
$ 15,000.00
$ 394,379.42

$ 358,805.00

$ 28,967.00
$ 15,000.00
$ 423,772.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(26,542.75)
1,178.17
1,223.00
640.00
464.27
495.00
1,500.00
4,639.31
(3,989.58)
15,000.00
(29,392.58)

92.6%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
105.8%
112.4%
100.0%
100.0%
86.2%
100.0%
93.1%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 133,924.98
$
7,477.70
$
4,463.79
$ 59,988.76
$ 195,992.34
$ 401,847.57

$ 150,148.30
$
9,620.63
$
3,625.00
$ 60,526.69
$ 197,769.15
$ 421,689.77

$
$
$
$
$
$

(16,223.32)
(2,142.93)
838.79
(537.93)
(1,776.81)
(19,842.20)

89.2%
77.7%
123.1%
99.1%
99.1%
95.3%

$
$

8,000.00
4,000.00

% of Budget
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
Well the holidays are coming up quickly. We are all very busy preparing for meals, volunteering, shopping and
decking the halls! Take the time to take care of yourself during this hectic time & remember the true meaning of
Thanksgiving & Christmas & make that your focus. Be sure you are up to date on your shots: flu, pneumovax and
now I want to really recommend the shingle vaccine to any one who has ever had Chicken Pox or are over the age
of 50 & didn’t have them. You still may have been exposed & the virus could still be latent inside of you. Shingles
can be a very devastating thing to go through often leaving the person with bouts of severe pain. If you discover a
red, raised rash that is more lineal & only on one side of the body & it may itch or burn. See your doctor as soon
as possible to identify it & if caught in time you may be able to get some treatment for it. It is contagious especially
when the raised rash turns into pustules, open & drain. The shingles rash runs along nerves which is why it can be
so painful. Check with your insurance to see if they cover it & if not it will still be money well spent. I also want to
let you know that we have postponed the education we were offering on CPR, AED & first aid due to only one
person attending and an emergency that came up with our presenter. Also we did not have any interest in the
Greif Support Group we were offering at this time, so we will postpone that until April, 2015. I wish you all a
Blessed Christmas.
God Bless.
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Maintaining Mental Health...
I hope many of you read the special articles in the Rapid City Journal a few weeks back. It showcased how
prevalent mental illness is in our prison system. Because these people are not being treated & closely monitored
for their mental illness, they can become violent or unable to control impulses. Even after all I’ve read on Mental
Health I was taken aback by the severity of the issue. The key is to treat these people & monitor closely for the
effect of the treatment & making sure they are compliant with following through on their treatment. Never mind that
the person who is suffering severely is being untreated; it also is costing all of us much more in keeping these
people in & out of prison vs treating them properly. Also remember in many cases there are victims in these
crimes. The person also becomes a victim to his mental illness. If you have a friend or family member who is not
following their treatment make sure it gets addressed before they hurt themselves or others.
God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

Wanted: for Christmas
Food Baskets…
Ø Instant Potatoes
Ø Stuffing Mix
Ø Canned Cranberry Sauce
Ø Canned Vegetables
Ø Canned Fruit
Ø Jell-O
(not sugar free)
Ø Cake Mixes
Ø Tubs of
Frosting

Select-A-Gift...
The traditional select-a-gift tree has been set up in the Narthex. Please take an
tag from the tree and buy a gift for the adult or child listed. Suggested gift items
are listed on the back of the tag. Gifts are needed for all ages! Gifts should be
returned to the church unwrapped but with the tag attached. Gifts should be
placed in the select-a-gift collection box by Sunday, December 14th.

VOLUME 12, ISSUE

Youth News

PAGE 8

SPARK Kids...
We are thrilled to tell you that our after-school Children’s Ministry program for Kindergarten through Grade 5 keeps
growing! We now have 28 children registered. Pastor Tom coordinates the transportation to pick up children at
school. Many thanks to those who have assisted in this transportation ministry over the past month: Donna
McConnell, Larry Peterson, Gary Roberts and Gary Williams.
This month, SPARK Kids will be focusing on the Christmas story through snacks, stories, games, science
experiments, arts and crafts:
v December 3 – Angels Visit, Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 1:26-38
v December 10 – Mary Visits Elizabeth, Luke 1:39-58
v December 17 – Jesus Is Born, Luke 2:1-20
v December 24 & 31 – NO SPARK Kids
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:00 PM. Families are encouraged to stay for dinner and worship at the
Wednesday NightLife program upstairs.

Spotlight on Confirmation...

Confirmation for Youth in 6th, 7th and 8th Grades is held as part of Wednesday NightLife. Every Wednesday we
begin with a meal at 5:00 PM, followed by worship at 6:00 PM. Currently we have an Advent theme in worship using
songs by “Tangled Blue”.
Following worship, Confirmation classes are led by adult leaders and pastoral staff. Sixth Grade will begin a study of
the New Testament led by Sunny Reeves. Seventh Grade are beginning a study of the Lord’s Prayer led by Duane
Martinz and Gail Opoien. Eighth Grade is finishing up a study of the Apostle’s Creed.
The Confirmation ADVENTure Retreat will be held at Outlaw Ranch on Friday-Saturday, December 5—6. The
theme is “What Are You Waiting For?” In the busyness of this world, how many of us live by our check lists in order
to survive? What are your top 10 things that you must get done before Christmas comes? But what about the list
we have been given from God, the Ten Commandments? How can we incorporate this list into our already busy
lives? We will spend some time practicing the Ten Commandments through worship, Bible study, fellowship and
service to others. We will be helping our neighbor through a service project by packing food for “Kids Against
Hunger.” The cost is $47 per person. A portion of that fee goes to cover the cost of the service project.
Eighth Grade Youth will prepare a Faith in Action Project during the course of the year. This will be an opportunity
for these youth to share their faith in a concrete way using their God-given gifts, talents and interests. They will
present their projects at a Confirmation Banquet in the spring.
It is time to start thinking about Confirmation Camp. We will be heading to NeSoDak the week
of June 14—19, 2015 for this fun-filled week. In the morning we will have a time of study with our
Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal. The rest of the day will be filled with lots of camp activities
like swimming, games and Bible study with your camp counselor. Don’t miss out! The Early Bird
rate is $385.00. A $100 scholarship from CLF will be given towards the registration fee for each
youth attending Confirmation Camp.

Catch The Buzz!
The Sunday School Mission Offering this year will go to the support of the ELCA Malaria
Campaign. The name of this program will be Catch The Buzz. The children are discovering
that each one of us can make a difference!
Malaria is carried by mosquitoes in some of the poorest countries in the world. Many children
die each year. One of the reasons for all those malaria carrying mosquitoes is that in many
places in Africa people cannot get access to clean water. The cost of building a community
well is around $250.00. That is a very small price to prevent a child dying from malaria. The
ELCA Malaria Campaign seeks to raise $15 million by 2015 to wipe out malaria in the world.
Every month we invite you to participate in the “Noisy Offering” during worship. Your spare change, bills and checks
will go directly towards the ELCA Malaria Campaign. Help our children make a difference in the world!
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Rap Group December Schedule...
Sunday, November 30: 9:45 AM — Pack elementary food backpacks
Sunday, December 7: 9:45 AM — Pack elementary food backpacks
Sunday, December 14: 9:45 AM — Monthly meeting and conversation with People with Disabilities advocate,
Ben Anderson
Sunday, December 14: Noon — Pack elementary food backpacks
Sunday, December 21: 1:00-3:00 PM — Wood cutting and splitting behind the church
To be announced: Firewood making day and “Romans & Christians” game during Christmas break

CUSTER YOUTH HOUSE – News & Needs

The Custer Youth House is located in the big blue building on the corner of 11th and Canal Streets. We are
usually open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. All 6th, 7th and 8th grade youth are welcome. It is
a safe and fun place to hang out and make new friends!
There is a place to hang out and watch movies. We have a Wii and will be getting a Playstation for gaming. You
can do crafts or homework. And, there will be plenty of snacks and drinks. Best of all, it is all FREE!
We are in need of donations of food and drink items for the Youth House. During this holiday season, consider
baking or buying an extra dozen cookies and sharing them with the youth in our community. In addition, we
welcome your financial support. Your monetary gifts go will go towards rent, propane and wi-fi. You can help
provide a great outreach ministry to the youth in our community. Drop off your gifts at the church office. Please
attach your name so that we can thank you! If you have an idea of something you would like to donate – please
talk to our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal.
We give thanks to these folks who made donations of monies, food and other items: Gary & Rosemary Chappell
and Darwin & Jerrilee Hoeft.

Denver CO — pepsi center
October 23-24, 2014
20-year anniversary / farewell tour
A Friday night & Saturday event for you & your friends!!
Compelling Stories, Dynamic Music, Engaging Speakers, Inspiring Worship & Bible-Based Teaching!
Six ladies attended the 2014 Women of Faith in October and all had a great time. While we were there, we
learned that things will be changing in the future. Next year will be their 20-year anniversary of these Women of
Faith events. We were told that now it’s time to close this chapter—celebrating 20 years of remarkable ministry.
So in 2015, Women of Faith will set out on an 18-city nationwide farewell tour. They are throwing a huge party in
these 18 cities across the country to honor the past, savor the present, and embrace the future. They will
celebrate all that God has done in us, through us, and with us. They will welcome beloved friends to our stage—
including many of the original “porch pals.” Then in 2016, there will be something different planned...which will be
announced during 2015.
I am serving as a group leader again for next year and have purchased tickets for the 2015 event and they are in a
wonderful location! The cost for a ticket is $84.45. I also have tickets reserved “on hold” which means seats are
not assigned until they are paid for. As a group leader, I also line up the transportation and motel rooms. If you
are interested in purchasing a ticket, please contact me.
~ Donna McConnell
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at their October meeting, w/elca said farewell to doris bryant as she and her husband, Frank have moved to Hot
Springs, sd. At their November meeting, they said farewell to Joyce Stolp. After wintering in Arizona, Joyce and
husband, Gordon will be moving to Watertown, sd. both couples will be missed!

on Saturday, November 15th, a group met at clf to make lefse
and krumkake for the w/elca craft & Goodie sale which was
held on November 23rd. fun was had by all who attended.
they have determined that they need to make even more
for next year’s sale!
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Advent 1
Monday, December 1: Psalm 79; Micah 4:1-5; Revelation 15:1-8
Tuesday, December 2: Psalm 79; Micah 4:6-13; Revelation 18:1-10
Wednesday, December 3: Psalm 79; Micah 5:1-5a; Luke 21:34-38
Advent 2
Thursday, December 4: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Hosea 6:1-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10
Friday, December 5: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Jeremiah 1:4-10; Acts 11:19-26
Saturday, December 6: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Ezekiel 36:24-28; Mark 11:27-33
Sunday, December 7: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8
Monday, December 8: Psalm 27; Isaiah 26:7-15; Acts 2:37-42
Tuesday, December 9: Psalm 27; Isaiah 4:2-6; Acts 11:1-18
Wednesday, December 10: Psalm 27; Malachi 2:10—3:1; Luke 1:5-17
Advent 3
Thursday, December 11: Psalm 126; Habakkuk 2:1-5; Philippians 3:7-11
Friday, December 12: Psalm 126; Habakkuk 3:2-6; Philippians 3:12-16
Saturday, December 13: Psalm 126; Habakkuk 3:13-19; Matthew 21:28-32
Sunday, December 14: Psalm 126; Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28
Monday, December 15: Psalm 125; 1 Kings 18: 1:18; Ephesians 6:10-17
Tuesday, December 16: Psalm 125; 2 Kings 2:9-22; Acts 3:17—4:4
Wednesday, December 17: Psalm 125; Malachi 3:16—4:6; Mark 9:9-13
Advent 4
Thursday, December 18: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 2 Samuel 6:1-11; Hebrews 1:1-4
Friday, December 19: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 2 Samuel 6:12-19; Hebrews 1:5-14
Saturday, December 20: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Judges 13:2-24; John 7:40-52
Sunday, December 21: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38
Monday, December 22: Psalm 96; Zephaniah 3:8-13; Romans 20:5-13
Tuesday, December 23: Psalm 96; Zephaniah 3:14-20; Romans 13:11-14
Wednesday, December 24: Psalm 96: Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]
1 Christmas
Thursday, December 25: Psalm 97; Isaiah 62:6-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20
Friday, December 26: Psalm 148; Jeremiah 26:1-9, 12-15; Acts 6:8-15, 7:51-60
Saturday, December 27: Psalm 148; Exodus 33:18-23; 1 John 1:1-9
Sunday, December 28: Psalm 148; Isaiah 61:10—62:3; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40
Monday, December 29: Psalm 148; Isaiah 49:5-15; Matthew 12:46-50
Tuesday, December 30: Psalm 148; Proverbs 9:1-12; 2 Peter 3:8-13
Wednesday, December 31: Psalm 148; 1 Kings 3:5-14; John 8:12-19

Thank you so much for the care package you sent
me in September! Sorry that it took me so long to
write you back. It is definitely a good feeling that I
have people that support me back home. Thank you
all!
~ Myles Kirk

A sincere ‘Thank You’ from me and my family for all
the fine expressions of sympathy that we received after
the loss of our beloved Laurie. We appreciate your
thoughtfulness. Sincerely,
Esther Paulson, Rebecca, Elizabeth, David & Kari
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Senior Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lonnie Hosman
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

