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Confirmation Sunday, All-Congregation Photo &
ONLY ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at 10 AM
on Sunday, May 4th...
In order to come together as a single congregation in
celebration of CONFIRMATION with one festive worship
service, there will be ONLY ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at 10
AM Sunday, May 4th. That means if you show up for worship
at 8:30 or 11 AM, you’ll miss it!
Reed Ashmore, Tori Glazier, Renee Kirk and Mackenzie Laverick along
with their parents, families, sponsors, mentors and the whole church will
gather as they “affirm their baptisms” through the service confirmation and
take a significant step on their journey of faith. There will be a reception
before the service to celebrate with them, but please also include them in
your prayers as these young people profess their faith before God and the
whole church and assume even greater responsibility in the life and ministry
of Jesus’ work in and to the world.
We’ll also celebrate the day with an ALL-CONGREGATIONAL PHOTO
after worship at 11 AM. Please, mark your calendars and note that Sunday
School and a coffee hour will be at 9 AM that morning.

Sunday School in “Full Swing” in May...
Sunday School continues with a “regular” schedule for the first three Sundays in May
(with the exception of a change in time on May 4th) as follows. Please join us as we
wrap up a wonderful year of Sunday School!
Sunday, May 4th – Sunday School class (9:00-10:00 AM)
[NOTE the change in time since worship is at 10 AM ONLY with
an all-congregational photo at 11 AM]
Sunday, May 11th – Sunday School class (9:45-10:45 AM)
Sunday, May 18th – End of year Sunday School CELEBRATION (9:45-10:45 AM)
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Thursday CHRistian book study….
There comes a time when there’s a NEED FOR A CHANGE, and a BIG ONE IS HERE with the 9:30 AM Thursday
Christian Book Study. It’s the new book called “NEXT DOOR SAVIOR” by Max Lucado. We meet in the Fireside
Room at 9:30 for coffee and goodies with Study from 10:00—11:30. Books are available. For more information
contact Shirley Overland 673-4671. If you need a ride, give me a call and one will be arranged. Our last meeting
for this season will be May 15th. We will resume again in September.

Recognition & Blessing of Graduates...

Please join us in celebrating with graduates and their families! On Sunday, May 11th at either
worship service, we will recognize and offer a special blessing to graduates. Then on graduation
day (which is Saturday, May 17th this year) graduates and their families will gather for the annual
Graduation Brunch in the morning at Custer Lutheran Fellowship. Please keep the graduates in
your prayers this month and if you are able to bring food that morning, please let someone in the office
know. There will also be a sign-up sheet for food at the Welcome Center.

Crosswalk 2014 pictures...
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XYZ (Extra Years (of) Zest

As of press time, there is not a May gathering scheduled.
Watch the Sunday bulletins for more information if something does get scheduled.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
The 3-H Club is now on “Summer Break” and will resume again in the Fall.
Till then, remember “Attitude is important, pick a good one”.

Epworth chorale from boise, id to perform on June 6th...
The Epworth Chorale will be performing at Custer Lutheran Fellowship on Friday, June 6th at 7 PM. They are the
resident choir at Boise First United Methodist Church “Cathedral of the Rockies”, Boise, ID. Paul Aitken is the
Ensemble Director of the Chorale and is also the Director of Music and Art Worship at the church. The Ensemble
ranges is ages from grade 7 to age 20.
We are in need of host families for the night of June 6th. They anticipate needing host homes for 9 gentlemen and
13 ladies. If you can be a host family or would like more information on being a host family, please contact the
church office at 673-4691.
Come hear some beautiful music on June 6th!

Denver CO — denver coliseum
October 24-25, 2014
A Friday night & Saturday event for you & your friends!!
Compelling Stories, Dynamic Music, Engaging Speakers, Inspiring Worship & Bible-Based Teaching!
Ladies, It is not too late to purchase a ticket for the 2014 Women of Faith Event in Denver, CO. Tickets are $101
(checks can be made payable to CLF and noted WOF). I am serving as a group leader again this year and I want
YOU to attend this year! Men, this would be a great gift for your wives! With your help I want to fill a Gray Line
bus so that we don’t have to worry about driving. I also line up the motel rooms. Some of the presenters for the
Denver event are: Lisa Bevere, Christine Caine, Lisa Harper, Anita Renfroe, Sheila Walsh and Matthew West. I
will keep you updated as I learn more. If you would like more information, please contact me.
~ Donna McConnell
“Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?” Psalm 85:6 NKJV

CLF website offers online giving options...
Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s new website is now “live.” You can find the new
website at the same address www.custerlutheran.com but with a fresh look. The
website is updated regularly and you can easily access the most current calendar,
newsletter and sermon. You can also find a link to CLF’s Facebook page where
you’ll find regular updates and photos of what’s new at CLF.
You’ll also find the option to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and
ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING” link. Whether you’d like to make a
one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled donations, you can do this easily
through a secure server by following the instructions. At this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions
only, however you can set-up your own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.
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Thoughts From Pastor Tom!
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Dear friends,
Did you know that people who attend worship on a weekly basis are likely to live longer than
people who don’t? A study published a number of years ago in The Lutheran magazine
found that church-goers, on average, live up to seven years longer than people who don’t
attend. Hmmm. Interesting. The findings, surprisingly, don’t even judge between inspiring
or boring sermons. Nor does the study gauge a congregation’s friendliness or its
atmosphere of personal warmth. It doesn’t say anything about dress codes. Suits and ties appear to be as
effective as blue jeans. Large, efficient ministry programs don’t even seem be primary factor. The so-called
“canary in the coal mine” is simply being in a church sanctuary on Sunday mornings.
Of course, my guess is that the longevity link is much more nuanced than it might appear. I remember seeing
studies of teenagers compiled in the 1990s and 2000s that showed that regular church attendance generally
revealed that those youth had many other positive assets in their lives. However, church attendance was an
important indicator. Evidently, it is an important indicator in adults, too.
Last Sunday morning, I had an odd feeling in my stomach when I realized that I wouldn’t be sitting in a pew at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship on Sunday mornings for several months. By the time you read this newsletter I’ll be
adjusting to my first days of a 90 day sabbatical. Sabbath is always a gift, whether it is taking a walk with a friend
or loved one on a Sunday afternoon, splashing in the lake on vacation, or – in my case – taking some continuing
education courses, going to family reunions, and working in the garden. Yet, as I listened to the sermon and
laughed at the jokes on Holy Hilarity Sunday, I was pondering what it would be like to be sitting in other sanctuaries
on Sunday morning. From my visits with our retired pastors, they say the experience of worshiping without
leadership responsibilities is very refreshing.
My hope is to visit a few of the neighboring congregations when I’m in town and to stop in at a few churches that
I’ve been curious about when I’m on the road. You and I won’t be sitting in the same room on Sundays, but we will
be worshiping the same Lord. I am very grateful to you all for the gift of this time. Keep my family and me in your
prayers as you make your way into the worship routines of summer. I’ll be praying for you, too.
Peace and best wishes,
~ Pastor Tom Opoien

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
Outdoor Landscaping
Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Hand Bells

Social Ministry Team News...

A breakfast was held on April 6th to benefit the Women & Children Center at Corner Stone Mission. Thrivent was
our event sponsor. Pajamas, underwear, socks and a few toys for the children in the Center were placed in
colorful pails. Teenagers received health care products and moms received pansies. An Easter lily was given to
the Center. The flowers were donated by Jolly Lane Greenhouse. The remaining funds not spent on purchasing
items ($583.15) were donated to the Center. A special thank you to those who attended and contributed to this
worthy cause. The gifts were much appreciated.
Karen Schleining, Committee Member
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:
WHEN: Monday, May 19th — 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: Mickey Schlecht & Joan Eggers
PROGRAM: Gardening Tips — Linda Markegard & Diana Pederson
At our April meeting, we were privileged to have Pat Baird and Ione Fejfar speak to use about ‘Operation
Black Hills Cabin’. We all realized what a special gift these ladies and the rest of their board are giving to
wounded veterans and their families. The families that come to the cabin are given a well earned week of
time to reconnect in an environment that allows them to focus on each other.
We will be serving a supper of sloppy joes, veggie tray, chips and cookies to the Epworth Choir that will be
performing here on Friday, June 6th. (See the article under ‘Upcoming Events’ for more info on the choir.)
We will also be working to fill Summer Sack Lunches during the week of June 16—20. The Summer Sack
Lunch Program provides lunches to children in Custer who are in need of a noon meal. We would appreciate
donations of lunch meat, bread, carrot sticks, sliced cheese or grapes. If anyone from the congregation
would like to help, donations can be left in the church kitchen on Sunday, June 15th. Monetary donations are
also appreciated. Those can be given to Jackie Hartwick or left with Donna in the office. Thanks for any
help that you can give!
We will be cleaning the kitchen on different days from May 1st — May 15th. If you are available to help
clean a group of cupboards or drawers, please see Jackie Hartwick or phone 673-2428. We would
appreciate some extra help!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
There is a need for BINGO prizes!! We need: small to medium stuffed toys, items for women and men,
necklaces, note cards, coin purses, small bottles of lotion, etc. Mark the items and place them in the sewing
room. Thank you!!
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and
programs of interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

Notes from the Parish Nurse...
As I look outside today and somehow our April showers were snow showers and no end in
sight! Can’t wait for the warmth and color of Spring which always seems to make us all feel
better physically & emotionally. We are finishing up preparation for our initial educational
presentation..”The Big Discussion”. I’m hoping to schedule something later in May & early June before all the
summer activities begin. I can’t recommend attending this program enough. Watch for more info on times &
places. As usual, it is a community wide program. Then we will probably take a few months before the Health
Ministry gets back in full gear. We are still looking for more involvement in this important ministry. Let me know if
you are interested in joining our ministry. Wishing you all health and God Bless...
Mary Klein, RN, Parish Nurse
I would like to thank everyone for their
prayers, cards, food, flowers, visits ,gifts, and
phone calls during the past two months. I so
did appreciate the thoughts. I am under
some new meds and am hopeful that these
will help. God has been good as He always
is.
Love to all, Margaret Tretheway

Dear Pastor Tom, Pastor Kent & CLF members,
I’m sending a heartfelt thank you to everyone for your visits, phone
calls, flowers, cards and food items brought to me and to those
who donated food and money at the benefit at the VFW while I was
ill and recovering. A special thank you to Mary Klein for several
visits, running errands and bringing me communion. She was a
great help to me.
Thanks to all.
Sandi Cutshall
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April 29, 2014
Dear Members of Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
O God, you have called us to ventures of which we cannot see the ending by paths as yet untrodden…
In the spring of 2006 (my final year of seminary) when Elisabeth and I learned that I had been assigned to the
South Dakota synod her first words were: “18 months and we’re outta there.” These words soon became our
running joke, and now even more so, considering what a gift these last 8 years have been. And so, it is with
deepest gratitude for all that’s been that we announce a new chapter for our family.
At the end of July 2014 I will resign as Associate Pastor of Custer Lutheran Fellowship (exact date to be
determined in consultation with CLF’s congregational council) and our family will move to the Cascade Mountains
of Washington State where I have accepted a call to serve as the pastor of Holden Village. Holden is an isolated
Lutheran retreat center where guests and staff attend worship every night, live in community with shared meals,
and focus on learning and re-creation. Elisabeth’s work situation in the village (besides being “mom” and “partner”)
is yet to be determined.
While it’s somewhat unconventional to announce a resignation three months in advance, this gives Elisabeth the
opportunity to notify the Custer School District as well as her students and it will allow me to serve as pastor at CLF
until nearly the end of Pastor Tom’s sabbatical. We also trust that it will give us plenty of time to say the necessary
goodbyes, but we know that the time will go quickly.
With this in mind we wish to begin to offer our deepest gratitude for the ways that you have welcomed, supported
and loved our family. This is the only home our boys have ever known and our hope is that wherever we go, they
will experience the kind of community and love you have shown them here. Personally as your pastor, I feel that I
have learned more than I have taught, I have been nurtured and fed more than I have fed and nurtured, and I have
heard the good news of God in Christ Jesus through each of your lives more than I have preached it.
Thank you. Even though I will not be your pastor for much longer, you will remain always in our family’s thoughts
and prayers.
Blessings,
Pastor Kent Narum

Photos from Sunday, April 27th...

Pastor Tom, Pastor Kent & Yvonne teaching
The congregation moves to
‘
‘Swing low, sweet chariot’

The Blessing & sending of Pastor tom on sabbatical

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Pastor Kent — kent_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Offering counters needed...
This is a one-month assignment for two people to
count the cash offering from both services and make
a deposit after the late service. If you would
consider helping out with this important ministry,
please sign up at the Welcome Center or let Donna
or Sara in the office know! Thank so much!!

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday 9 AM—12 Noon
Pastor Kent: Tuesday—Thursday 9 AM—12 Noon
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday 9AM—12 Noon
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday
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Won’t You Please Help?
Everyone enjoys the food and
fellowship between services on Sunday
mornings. Won’t you please consider
helping out by volunteering to be a fellowship host?
The sign-up sheet & instructions are located on the
counter by the kitchen. Contact the church office
if you have questions. Thanks!

Our Family Labels for Learning® is a program designed to help schools, churches or other nonprofit
organizations receive additional funding. UPC barcodes are redeemed at a rate of five cents per bar
code. We are going to start collecting the UPC barcodes from Our Family® products. The money raised
from this program will be used to update our playground equipment. How does this work? Simply save
the UPC barcode from any of the more than 2,000 Our Family® items. Each bundle of 500 UPC barcodes sent in
will earn us a $25 check. Even though the current promotion has expired, keep saving your UPC barcodes and
place them in the container on the small table in the Fellowship Hall for a start on their next promotion. Thanks for
your participation!!

May 25th…is the start of our summer worship
schedule...
V Sunday services are at 8:30 and 10:00 AM
V No Sunday School or Adult Class
V Coffee & Fellowship between services

The church office will
be closed on Monday,
May 26th for observance
of Memorial Day.

Photo directory update...
may 22nd

Thank you to everyone who sat for portraits for the church directory. The official
portrait taking is done, but you are still welcome to submit photos of your own to
the church office. After we take our all-congregational photo on Sunday, May 4th
following the worship service, the new directory will be printed.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
A prayer shawl is a simple crocheted or knitted shawl, created with love and prayer to be given to
someone who is ill or in need of comfort or encouragement. A shawl can be given to a student
beginning college, or to a new baby. When recipients use the shawl, it envelopes them in warmth and
the prayers from our community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship.
Completed shawls are brought to the church to be blessed by the Pastors. The shawl can then be given to one
who needs comfort by the pastor or by anyone of us who see a need. If anyone has completed shawls, you can
bring them to the office at any time. We will hold additional blessings as we receive new shawls.
If you would like to be involved with this ministry, please speak with either Lavina Shoop, Karen Schleining or
Donna McConnell. We can provide you with either crochet or knit shawl patterns.
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PAGE 8

This poem hangs on the bulletin board in the Sunday School office. As the Sunday School year winds
down, I feel it is only fitting that it is printed in the newsletter to give thanks for all our Sunday School
teachers, past and present who share their time and talents. You are appreciated! God Bless each and
every one of you!!

Host families needed for international counselors at Outlaw Ranch. Your responsibility will be to host
the staff person a few times during the summer for sightseeing, a meal at your house, or a family activity, usually
on a Friday evening or a Saturday. You could also send a card or care package sometime during the summer. It
is a chance for the international counselor to learn a little more about life in the U.S. outside of serving at camp. It
is also a great opportunity for you to get to know someone from another country. Countries represented: females
from Thailand, Argentina, and Cameroon, and males from Liberia and Colombia. If interested, contact Mary Stutz
at 673-4040 or mary@losd.org.
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Rap Group May Happenings...

Sunday, May 4th at 9:00 AM is our regular monthly Planning Meeting in the DownUnder. All are welcome. Bring
your parents. Bring your friends.
We begin NOW to make Firewood available for anyone who needs it. Our Firewood stand will be regularly
stocked. Please remember to check the schedule for the week you are responsible for. Monies raised goes to
support our RAP Group trips.
Saturday, May 17th at 9:00 AM is our annual Graduation Brunch. Invitations have been mailed out to the Seniors
and letters mailed to the remaining Rap members requesting help with the Brunch. Please contact the church
office if you can help with the Brunch.
There will be a special meeting for those who are going on this summer’s Jesus Trip to Denver. We will let you
know where and when. A reminder: The dates for this adventure are July 6th thru 12th.

CUSTER YOUTH HOUSE—News & Needs...
Thank you for the many ways that you have shown support for the youth of our community as we have reopened
the Custer Youth House this year. We will remain open on Tuesdays and Thursdays afternoons through the end of
the school year.
We give thanks to all those who have offered prayers of support and thanksgiving as well as gifts of food and
supplies. Currently we are in immediate need of individual bags of snack chips. You can drop off any items at the
church office. Please attach your name so that we can thank you!
A BIG thank you this month to Marcia Murphy for some home baked goodies. Yummy! Thank you also to Christy
Schmahl for opening and staffing the Youth House during Yvonne’s absence. And as always, we give thanks for
Emily and the use of the basement apartment in her home. She provides us with treats every Tuesday. The space
and hospitality has been such a gift to us!
As we look ahead to the fall, we will be in need of these items: a Playstation, Wii games, DVDs, craft supplies,
board games and puzzles. In addition, your financial gifts make it possible for us to cover the costs of phone and
internet service as well as items we need to purchase. If you have an idea of something you would like to donate –
please talk to our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal.

2014 Budget thru March 31, 2014
2014 Actual

2014 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings
Additional Debt Retirement
Form 990-T Health Insurance Credit
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Youth House Building Sale
Outreach Minister Set-Aside Funds
Total Income

% of Budget

$ 99,336.36
$
313.00
$
140.00
$
8,464.27
$
2,475.00
$ 24,977.42
$
7,500.00
$ 143,206.05

$ 107,641.50

$
8,000.00
$
2,000.00
$ 28,967.00
$
7,500.00
$ 154,108.50

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(8,305.14)
313.00
140.00
464.27
475.00
(3,989.58)
0.00
(10,902.45)

92.3%
100.0%
100.0%
105.8%
123.8%
86.2%
100.0%
92.9%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support*
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 43,389.07
$
3,054.10
$
1,349.76
$ 17,642.14
$ 63,657.78
$ 129,092.85

$ 45,044.48
$
3,114.59
$
1,087.50
$ 18,158.01
$ 59,330.74
$ 126,735.32

$
$
$
$
$
$

(1,655.41)
(60.49)
262.26
(515.87)
4,327.04
2,357.53

96.3%
98.1%
124.1%
97.2%
107.3%
101.9%
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
2 Easter
Thursday, May 1: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 25:1-5; 1 Peter 1:8b-12
Friday, May 2: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 26:1-4; 1 Peter 1:13-16
Saturday, May 3: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 25:6-9; Luke 14:12-14
Sunday, May 4: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35
Monday, May 5: Psalm 134; Genesis 18:1-14; 1 Peter 1:23-25
Tuesday, May 6: Psalm 134; Proverbs 8:32—9:6: 1 Peter 2:1-3
Wednesday, May 7: Psalm 134; Exodus 24:1-11; John 21:1-14
4 Easter
Thursday, May 8: Psalm 23; Exodus 2:15b-25; 1 Peter 2:9-12
Friday, May 9: Psalm 23; Exodus 3:16-22; 4:18-20; 1 Peter 2:13-17
Saturday, May 10: Psalm 23; Ezekiel 34:1-16; Luke 15:1-7
Sunday, May 11: Psalm 23; Acts 2:42-47; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10
Monday, May 12: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:17-23; 1 Peter 5:1-5
Tuesday, May 13: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:23-31; Hebrews 13:20-21
Wednesday, May 14: Psalm 100; Jeremiah 23:1-8; Matthew 20:17-28
5 Easter
Thursday, May 15: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Genesis 12:1-3; Acts 6:8-15
Friday, May 16: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Exodus 3:1-12; Acts 7:1-16
Saturday, May 17: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Jeremiah 26:20-24; John 8:48-59
Sunday, May 18: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Acts 7:55-60; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14
Monday, May 19: Psalm 102:1-17; Exodus 13:17-22; Acts 7:17-40
Tuesday, May 20: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:5-12; Acts 7:44-56
Wednesday, May 21: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:13-18; John 8:31-38
6 Easter
Thursday, May 22: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 6:5-22; Acts 27:1-12
Friday, May 23: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 7:1-24; Acts 27:13-38
Saturday, May 24: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 8:13-19; John 14:27-29
Sunday, May 25: Psalm 66:8-20; Acts 17:22-31: 1 Peter 3:13-22: John 14:15-21
Monday, May 26: Psalm 93; Genesis 9:8-17; Acts 27:39-44
Tuesday, May 27: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 5:22-23; 1 Peter 3:8-12
Wednesday, May 28: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 31:1-13; John 16:16-24
7 Easter
Thursday, May 29: Psalm 47 or Psalm 93; Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53
Friday, May 30: Psalm 93; 2 Kings 2:1-12; Ephesians 2:1-7
Saturday, May 31: Psalm 93; 2 Kings 2:13-15; John 8:21-30
Sunday, June 1: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; Acts 1:6-14; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11
Monday, June 2: Psalm 99; Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24; 1 Peter 4:1-6
Tuesday, June 3: Psalm 99; Numbers 16:41-50; 1 Peter 4:7-11
Wednesday, June 4: Psalm 99; 1 Kings 8:54-65; John 3:31-36

Please help....
In an effort to conserve energy and to keep our electric bill down, the CLF church council is inviting you to be
mindful of energy use around the church building. One thing that you can do is keep an eye out for empty, lighted
rooms. When you leave a room, please switch off the light when you leave. At the end of meetings and
especially at the end of the day, it is helpful if we have many people thinking about shutting off the lights.
One of the nice things about being part of a congregation is that the facility belongs to all of us, so please
remember to turn off the lights. Thanks for your help!

Custer Lutheran Fellowship, ELCA
12622 US Hwy 16A
Custer. SD 57730
Return Service Requested
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Senior Pastor: Tom Opoien
Associate Pastor: Kent Narum
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lonnie Hosman
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

