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Let’s Welcome these New Members!
In October we received into the community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship these
families. We give thanks for God’s hand in bringing them to our door. Please be sure
to greet and welcome them to our CLF family!
Jesse and Jen Doyle and their son Justin have been worshipping at CLF throughout the
summer as they relocated to Custer. Jen is already involved in our music ministry as an
accompanist. Justin is now part of the 7th grade Confirmation group.
Dorothy Mayhew has always wanted to live close to nature. She has found the folks
here very friendly. Li Fjerstad has agreed to be Dorothy’s Newcomer Faith Mentor.
Dan and Anita Swanson and their children Sierra and Bryce have been attending
worship at CLF for eight years! Anita and the children are active in SPARK Kids.
David and Kathy Thoreson moved to Custer in September from Florida. David is a
retired pastor. They have three grown children. They are thrilled to have found a
church with a mission outreach focus.

It’s time...time for new flooring...
The flooring project is moving forward. We have received enough donations to
allow us to carpet the Narthex and Vestibule/entry. The materials for these areas
are on order and will arrive in two to three weeks. Here’s what we’re going to need
for the other areas of the church:
1) Fellowship Hall, Kitchen and Hallway west to the double doors (Karndean, a
type of vinyl plank) — $22,510
2) Sanctuary — $14,297
3) Fireside Room — $3,004
4) Restrooms (Karndean) — $2,205
Thank you to all who donated to the project to this point. We will continue the
project as donations permit...and on that note...

PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR FEET ARE!

Save the date of Sunday, December 4th. There will be a fundraiser breakfast
between services that day to raise money for the flooring project. Watch the
Welcome Center for a sign-up sheet for the items needed for the breakfast.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service is November 23rd...
Before you stuff yourself with turkey, come to Custer Lutheran Fellowship for a worship service of ‘giving thanks’ and praise
to God. We will gather at 6:30 PM for a simple service of song and prayer, to hear God’s Word and taste God’s goodness.
Please note that the regular Wednesday NightLife schedule is suspended (no meal and no education hour), however all
are invited to bring an offering of non-perishable food to help support the local food pantry at the Storehouse as well as a
financial offering to support the global ministry of ELCA World Hunger. As we give thanks for such abundance, we
encourage you to take time to offer thanks and praise to God for the simple blessings of life, breath, faith, and the ability to
serve in Christ’s name. World Hunger offering envelopes will be out in the Narthex during the month of November.

CLF Happenings
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Need A Gift?
Once again this year the Social Ministry Team is sponsoring the Sharing the Dream Alternative Gift Market. It will be
held at CLF on the following dates: Sunday, November 6th and Wednesday, November 9th.
Sharing the Dream in Guatemala is a non-profit organization devoted to providing a living wage to low income artisans
in the Latin American country of Guatemala. We will have available a wide variety of unique hand-crafted items. Your
purchases will go to provide support for families in need.
The Social Ministry Team will sponsor the ELCA Good Gifts in December. So join us and get a jump on your Christmas
shopping!

THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
You are invited to join our weekly Christian Book Study any time! We gather together on Thursday mornings in the
Fireside Room from 9:30 to 11:30 AM. There is always coffee and treats. We then read aloud from the book we have
selected. (So, see – you don’t even have to prepare!) We interrupt our reading with questions, thoughts and reflections.
It is a very free-flowing discussion. We grow together as we challenge one another, disagree with one another, share our
life and faith experiences and laugh a lot! It is something special.
This is a perfect time to join the group since we are beginning a new book. It is entitled GRACE ALL AROUND US:
EMBRACING GOD’S PROMISE IN TRAGEDY AND LOSS by Stephen Paul Bouman. Bouman was the Bishop of the
Metropolitan New York Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America at the time of 9/11.
This is a powerful book of unbearable loss and horror that will take us on an authentic journey through the grief and
tragedy in New York City and the aftermath of 9/11 from someone who was on the front lines. “In his reflections, his
memories, his prose, he takes us to the cross and the empty tomb. It is there … that we see God’s words of hope and
promise: ‘Christ has died. Christ is risen. Chris will come again.’”
Join us for some great conversation. Deepen your faith. And discover people who you will come to know as friends.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
Do you need a good laugh? The November meeting of the 3-H Club will be Sunday, November 20th. We
are doing a rerun of last month. We will hear about the changes in Lake Wobegon with Pastor Ingvist
leaving and the arriving of Pastor Liz. There will also be sharing of “live” jokes. We meet from 1:30—2:30.
Everyone is welcome to come for a “Spirit Lift”.

GOD’S GLOBAL BARNYARD...
This school year the focus of our “Noisy Offering” will be the ELCA’s God’s Global Barnyard project. An
animal can make a world of difference for a family in need. Animals provide food to eat, fertilizer to grow
crops and offspring to sell on the market. With one gift, you can help a family escape the cycle of hunger
and poverty for good!
For example, $500 will purchase a cow for a family. One cow can produce as many as five gallons of milk
each day. Milk is good for growing children and extra milk can be sold at the market for a steady source of income.
So, join the MOO-vement and give a gift to our “Noisy Offering” on November 13th. At the close of the Children’s
Message – children will collect your coins, bills and checks and place these gifts in our special “Noisy Offering” cream
can. Your spare change will make a difference! Be a part of it!

What’s Your Name, Again?
The second Sunday of every month – will be designated as Nametag Sunday! A table will be set up with self-stick
nametags and markers. Please stop, pick up a tag, print your name and wear it. We may think we know everyone – but,
the truth is we don’t. Every week we have newcomers among us. This is a simple way of continuing to be a welcoming
community of faith. The next Nametag Sunday will be November 13th!

CLF Fireside/Library...

Fridays, November 4th and 18th from 10 AM to Noon. Library work sessions, prayer and fellowship. Please use the
brown side door to church. Coffee provided! Thanks everyone for the summer donations of books. Is it possible for
someone to donate a Greek, Hebrew and/or Aramaic dictionary for classes and book studies held in the Fireside Room?
Please call or text Li at 440-0288.
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care & share...
These are the monthly Care & Share groups for
November and December. The Coordinators will
be contacting you to find out which Sunday(s) you
are available to help. The areas where help is
needed are: Greeters/Ushers, Readers,
Communion Servers and Coffee Hosts.
The November sign-up sheet is already located at
the Welcome Center and the December sheet will
be available at the Welcome Center around the
middle of November.
Please say yes when called....
your help is greatly appreciated!
Thank you for serving the
Lord in this important way!!

NOVEMBER
Rudy & Lois Anderson
Frank & Mindy Dooley
Roe & Pat Eidsness
Berni Johnson
Dick & Sharon Jones
Phil & Barb Lewison
Ginny Myers
Paul & Carol Niemann
Dale & Teresa Obenauer
David & E J Reid
Matt & Wendi Rusch
Glen & Marlene Sellevold
Clay & Sue Studt
Mark & Bonnie Thompson
Richard & Marlene Tucker
Rick & Connie Wellington
* Calling Coordinator
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DECEMBER
Jim & Amy Ashmore
David & Lisa Brown
Dan & Linda Custis
Paul & Jackie Heinert
Corbin & Terri* Herman
Marvin & Sharee Johnson
Clarinne Koeppe
Cindy Mayes
Ken & Nicole Parker
Sunny Reeves
Helen Sandberg
Mary Stutz
Dean & Nancy Suelflow
Bill & Margaret Tretheway
Dennis Wicks
Steve & Michelle Witt
Walker & Jean Witt

Please notify Outreach Minister, Yvonne when:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

There is a hospitalization in your family
There is a death in your family
You would like a pastoral visit
There is a birth or adoption
Someone becomes homebound
Someone becomes unemployed
There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy

Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the body
of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
605-593-6165 (cell)
yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
673-4691 (church)

Wednesday NightLife …
The November schedule for our family style meal on Wednesdays is as follows…
] 4:00 PM – We always need help with last minute preparations – which includes filling water pitchers, making
lemonade, setting out food items, plates and utensils.
] 5:05 PM – SPARK Kids sets all the tables with salt & pepper, water glasses and a pitcher of water.
] 5:15 PM – A spoken grace is shared before we eat. The meal schedule for this month is:
∗ November 2 – Lynn’s DakotaMart Chicken & Family Potluck (Every family is invited to bring something to share!)
∗ November 9 – Meal prepared by Craig Lewis. Craig makes every effort to provide gluten-free options on the
Wednesdays he cooks. Please let him know if you have other health related dietary issues.
∗ November 16 – Meal prepared by Donna McConnell and Mickey Schlecht. This is a temporary volunteer effort.
We will need other volunteers to come forward to prepare a meal once a month.
∗ November 30 – Pizza Hut or Subway
] 5:45 PM – Grace is sung and Announcements are made. Confirmation families who are assigned Clean-Up for that
night can begin their work.
] 6:00 PM – Bell is rung for Worship!
] 6:30 PM – Confirmation and Adult Learning Classes
] 7:30 PM – Choir Practice
Please note there will NOT be regular Wednesday NightLife on November 23rd as this is the start of the Thanksgiving
weekend. We will have a Thanksgiving Worship Celebration at 6:30 PM. Everyone is encouraged to bring canned food
items as an offering to be donated to The Storehouse.

Thoughts From Yvonne!
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A Stewardship Story.
Once upon a time, some townspeople decided to have a celebration. Since it was a poor town, the mayor ordered
that each person should bring a bottle of his or her best wine. All of the wine would then be poured into a large
barrel and there would be enough for everyone.
One of the townspeople thought to himself, “Why should I give my best bottle of wine? I’ll just fill my bottle with
water, and empty it into the barrel with the others. No one will notice and I will have the best bottle of wine for
myself.”
And, so this is what he did.
When it came time for the celebration, the townspeople gathered around the barrel, each expecting to share in a
glass of wine. But, when the wine was served, it was discovered that it was only water!
For you see, it seems that each of the townspeople had substituted water for their wine, thinking, “My contribution
will never be missed.”
We have a tendency to think about our own stewardship much like the townspeople of this story. We say to
ourselves: “It doesn’t really make a difference if I don’t give. I don’t have that much money anyway so what does my
offering matter? There are plenty of other people in church and what I give won’t be missed. That’s a job for
someone else.”
There are two problems with this kind of thinking. The first is that you DO matter. The ministry of CLF will suffer.
The church will be less than it might have been. And, you will have lost an opportunity to be part of the celebration!
Secondly, there’s the matter of promise. These are the promises that you made when you stood before God and
your church family on the day of your confirmation. Perhaps your tradition did not include a church which held
confirmation. But these are promises we re-affirm several times a year during worship at CLF. Perhaps, we all
need to be reminded of those promises.
You were asked, “Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: to live among
God’s faithful people, to hear His Word and share in His supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through
word and deed, to serve all people following the example of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all
the earth?” And, each of us responded by saying, “I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.”
So it’s time, past time, to take seriously those promises you made at confirmation, those promises you made when
you baptized your children, those promises you made when you became a member of CLF. God invites you. We
invite you. Be a part of the celebration. Bring your best bottle of wine. There are no substitutions. Keep your
promises!
Christ Makes Life Exciting!
Yvonne L.D. Steindal
Outreach Minister

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗ Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
∗ Outdoor Landscaping
∗ Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
∗ Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
∗ Hand Bells
Recent Memorials:
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Les McClanahan and in honor of Wanda McClanahan from Gary &
Rosemary Chappell for the carpet fund

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, November 28th, 11:30 AM in the Fireside Room
HOSTESSES: Li Fjerestad & Marlene Tucker
PROGRAM: Thank Offering Program—Ladies are invited to talk about someone in their life who has been a special
blessing to them. Realizing that this person will be very easy to talk about, please limit time for each person to
two minutes.
At our October meeting, EJ Reid shared some of the experiences that she had while working with Eskimos in the
Northwest Territory. EJ was one of two nurses that worked in the community of Rankin Inlet. There was not a doctor
in the community. She and the other nurse were responsible for the health needs of the community of 500 Eskimos for
six months. Today, EJ is our hero! There was no down time while she was there. The polar bears and very cold
temperatures were part of her challenges!
A reminder that the W/ELCA Craft & Goodie Sale will be held between services on Sunday, November 20th. There
will be lefse and krumkake available. We will make them on Saturday, November 19th at 1:00 PM in the church kitchen.
There is a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center. Please sign if you are able to attend on the 19th, also please indicate if
you will be able to bring a griddle or other tools to use on that day.
W/ELCA will be responsible for filling backpacks for children at the elementary school starting the week of November
28th. We will also fill them for the weeks of December 5th, 12th and January 2nd. We will work to fill some on November
28th at 10:00 AM. Help at this time will be greatly appreciated.
We talked about collecting yarn for the inmates at St Dysmas to use when they crochet stocking hats. If you have
extra yarn that you would like to contribute, please leave it in the church office with Donna.
The last day for quilting this year will be on Tuesday, November 1st. Quilting will resume in January on Tuesdays at 9:00
AM.
NOTE: Campbell’s has discontinued the ‘Labels for Education’ program due to dwindling participation. But, please
continue to save your ‘Boxtops for Education’ and place them in the appropriate can in the Fellowship Hall.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

October—December Mission Project: The Storehouse
] Canned food – meats, vegetables, fruits, soups
] Spaghetti, pasta & sauce
] Cereals
] Instant Potatoes
] Stuffing Mix
] Cake Mixes/Tubs of Frosting
] Sugar, Flour
] Peanut butter
] Soaps – laundry, dish, body
] Macaroni & Cheese
] Paper towels & toilet tissue
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..

CROSSROADS

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB
Volunteers are needed for the CLF/CSC-that's the
"Clean Sidewalk Club." There is a sign-up sheet at
the Welcome Center in the Narthex for week days or
week-ends. There are two spaces for each grouping.
Thanks!!

Mark this date on your calendar...

The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday

XYZ will meet on Saturday, November 12th, 5:30
PM. at CLF for a Thanksgiving
Dinner! Turkey will be provided
— you bring your favorite
Thanksgiving side dish or dessert.
See you there!

Volunteers Needed...
We are in need of volunteers to help with the Nursery and Sound System on Sunday mornings. Both positions involve
one Sunday a month at either the early or late service. The Sound System includes running the PowerPoint and
recording the sermon besides managing the Sound Board. Don’t worry though...we will train you on the sound system!!
If you are interested in helping with these two areas or have questions, please contact the church office.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the
option to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the
“ONLINE GIVING” link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up
regularly scheduled donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by
following the instructions. At this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions
only, however you can set-up your own login/password and make changes with your
giving at any time.

2016 Budget thru September, 2016
2016 Actual

2016 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Thrivent Choice)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Youth House Building Sale
Elementary Ministry Support
J Olson Trust
Custer Highlands Property Sale
Total Income

$ 266,981.30
$
2,663.00
$
1,001.47
$
200.00
$
0.00
$
3,675.00
$
2,021.22
$ 11,509.60
$ 288,051.59

$ 281,250.00
$
$
1,275.00
$
$
8,635.45
$
5,512.50
$
6,063.65
$
$ 302,736.60

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 126,002.46
$
7,803.42
$
4,842.38
$ 29,653.24
$ 119,671.35
$ 287,972.73

$ 134,054.23
$
8,516.06
$
3,995.84
$
29,180.25
$ 133,823.27
$ 309,569.65

$
$
$
$
$
$

% of Budget

(14,268.70)

94.9%

(273.53)

78.5%

(8,635.45)
(1,837.50)
(4,042.43)

0.0%
66.7%
33.3%

(14,685.01)

95.1%

(8,051.77)
(712.64)
846.42
472.99
(14,151.92)
(21,596.92)

94.0%
91.6%
121.2%
101.6%
89.4%
93.0%
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God’s Work. Our Hands.
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for your
Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work – Our
Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
] The Women of the ELCA current mission project goes towards the support of The Storehouse. Your donations
of food items, soaps and paper products will be collected through the month of December.
] Every month the children will be collecting for our Noisy Offering. These gifts will go to support “God’s Global
Barnyard” and will be collected throughout the school year.
] Sixth and Seventh Grade Confirmation Youth have been studying Old Testament characters. They wrote out
Genesis 28:16 – “Surely the Lord is in this place and I did not know it.” on index cards and then placed those
reminders all around the church building.
] Confirmation Youth and their Faith Mentors baked brownies, made rice krispie treats and trail mix, frosted and
decorated sugar cookies and crafted cards. All of these items were then assembled into Care Packages that
were mailed to young adults away at college or serving in the military.
] We are so thankful for the adults who step up to walk alongside our Confirmation Youth as Faith Mentors: Amy
Ashmore, Becky Black, Craig Black, Cozy Dorton, Linda Fennell, Dave Hansen, Chuck Hazlett, Corbin
Herman, Heather Hiltunen, Karen Karim, Joey Kortemeyer, Camille Riner, Selena Spring, Nancy Suelflow,
Bonnie Thompson, Casey Trandem, Eve Trandem and Tim Wicks.
] SPARK Kids has had a great start to its third year. Thank you to these folks who drove in October: Donna
McConnell, Augie Heyne, Bill Nichol, Gary Roberts and Anita Swanson. Also a BIG thanks to those who lead
and assist with the children: Linda Markegard, Denali Rusch, Christy Schmahl and Anita Swanson.
] Wednesday NightLife has already kicked off another successful school year. We give thanks to those who
have been helping with meals – SPARK Kids, Cozy Dorton and Barb Lewison, Craig Lewis, Donna McConnell
and Mickey Schlecht.
] We give thanks for those who are teaching Adult Education and Eighth Grade Confirmation on Wednesday
Nights: Craig Lewis and Catherine Harding.
] Sunday School is held every week thanks to the volunteer commitment of these adults: Amy Ainsley, Chris
Frank, Camille Riner, Wendi Rusch and Sue Studt.
] Worship on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings has been supported by some of our own retired
pastors as well as guest preachers: Bob Chell, Pat Eidsness, Arley Fadness, Frances Hall, Chuck Hazlett,
Phil Lewison, Duane Neugebauer, Larry Peterson and Marcy Wirth.

Jesus and Elk…Really?
It is hunting season so why not write about elk. And, it is our annual stewardship awareness drive at CLF. So, why
not write about elk and Jesus.
The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation is an organization very committed to its mission to ensure the future of elk,
other wildlife, their habitat and our hunting heritage. In fact, they are so committed that they regularly send appeals
to their members asking for donations. Their members are so passionate about elk they send in money and
participate with time and talent in various projects. The Elk Foundation becomes the “steward” of member’s money
to fulfill their mission.
Is it not the same when we do our annual stewardship drive at church? As believers we are passionate about our
Christian faith. A church leader recently told me of her passion for Jesus’ work in the church and that she is not
afraid to ask for money to fulfill Christ’s mission. God provides everything to meet our needs, and we as stewards
are to use what he’s provided to do God’s work on earth. So once a year we remind ourselves (at CLF) of God’s
generosity, and how we too are to live in love and generosity. Thus our annual stewardship drive.
So, Jesus’ stewardship message is pretty simple: it’s all God’s (our time, our talent, and our treasure), we are God’s
stewards, we respond to God’s love with our first fruits, proportionately as we are able…for we are cheerful givers…
as we’ve been blessed.
On November 13th we will make our commitments to the work of Christ through CLF. As a congregation, through
our time, talent and treasure, we: comfort the grieving, pray for health, visit the imprisoned, learn, teach youth, feed
those in need, work on reconciliation, support missions, celebrate, sing, pray, and we fellowship and worship
together. I pray that this “season” we are rich in our response to God’s generous love.
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SPARK Kids...
The Third Year of SPARK Kids is going strong! We have 25 children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 registered!
Every Wednesday afternoon children are picked up at school and transported to church. The hour goes fast with a
wide variety of learning activities including snacks, Bible stories, games, arts and crafts and more. You can check
out all the fun we are having through CLF’s Facebook page. We post photos every week!

The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:15 PM. Then the children and their families are invited to join us for
a meal followed by worship. We are done by 6:30 PM. This fall worship has focused on the Bible stories and
“Manna and Mercy” themes that the children are learning about on that day.
There is NO cost for this program. Friends and neighbors are welcome. All children need to be registered by their
parents in order to participate. Registration materials are available through the church office. It is never too late to
register a child!
The themes and Bible stories for the month of November are as follows:
] November 2 – “The Wilderness School Part 2” – Exodus 16
] November 9 – “The Covenant Gift and The 10 Commandments (Big Ten) Part 1 – Exodus 19:1-8, 20:1-17,
24:11, 32:1-34:35; Deuteronomy 6:4-5; 14:22-26, 15:1-15, 24:19-22, 25:4
] November 16 - “The Covenant Gift and The 10 Commandments (Big Ten) Part 2 – Exodus 19:1-8, 20:1-17,
24:11, 32:1-34:35; Deuteronomy 6:4-5; 14:22-26, 15:1-15, 24:19-22, 25:4
] November 30 – “God’s Gift of Sabbath” - Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 20:8-11, 23:1, 11-12; Leviticus 25:6-7, 8-55;
Deuteronomy 15: 1-15
Please note that there will not be any SPARK Kids on Wednesday, November 23rd as this is the start of the
Thanksgiving weekend. Families are invited to come to worship on that night at 6:30 PM for a celebration of
thanksgiving. Bring canned food items which will be donated to The Storehouse.

Sunday School—Children’s Christmas Program...
Gene and Linda Fennell have written a play entitled “Stable Tails”. The animals – camels, sheep, goats, pigs,
cows, and birds – will be telling the Christmas story that leads to baby Jesus in the stable.
Rehearsals will be held on Sunday mornings from 9:30 to 10:15 AM on November 6th, 13th and 20th. (Please note
there will be NO regular Sunday School class at this time.) On Friday, December 4th there will be a Rehearsal
from 9:00 to 11:00 AM at church. The final Rehearsal will be between worship services on Sunday, December
6th.
You can help your children and grandchildren by practicing these Christmas carols: Silent Night – Verse 1, Oh
Little Town of Bethlehem – Verse 1, Angels We Have Heard On High – Verse 1, Away in the Manger – all three
verses.
Mark your calendar NOW! The Children’s Christmas Program will be held on Sunday, December 6th. There will
be a Potluck Lunch following the second worship service. The program will begin at 1:00 PM.
Please Note! There will be NO Sunday School or Christmas Program Rehearsal on Sunday, November 27th as
this is Thanksgiving weekend.

Spotlight on Confirmation...
We are underway with this school year of Confirmation for our Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade Youth! Sixth and
Seventh Grade Youth are exploring the lives of Old Testament characters using the re:form Ancestors curriculum.
Eighth Grade Youth are studying various Lutheran Living topics using the coLABorate curriculum.
The first Parent Night will be held on Wednesday, November 16th. Instead of the regular scheduled group time,
Confirmation Youth and their Parents will gather together after that evening’s worship. There will be a time of
learning centered on “Martin Luther and the Reformation”.
Please note: There will be NO Confirmation on Wednesday, November 23rd – as this is the start of the
Thanksgiving weekend. However there is a Thanksgiving Eve worship service that begins at 6:30 PM. Everyone is
invited to bring an offering of canned food items which will be donated to The Storehouse.
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
Our congregation has been going through a transformation. I want to say thank you to
Yvonne who has been doing a great job, but I’m sure she will be happy to have a minister
called. I told her I will try to help out as I can with health & hospital visits. Please call me if
you need a visit or have been hospitalized or having a procedure or surgery coming up &
want to talk. I feel this is part of my role as Parish Nurse. Also if there has been a death, we are sending out small
pamphlets to help you through the grieving process as well as visits if you would like. We’ve had good feedback on
these pamphlets. This month at our Health Ministry Team meeting we decided which topic to present before the
end of the year. The topic is very timely and affects a number of people. We will be discussing the new guidelines
being discussed in Congress regarding reducing the use of opioids and other narcotics. We have seen a
significant rise in the number of people on these medications in the long term and more deaths attributed to the use
and abuse of these drugs. They are very addictive and are sold for profit where they are abused. A person can
often can be weaned down to a non-narcotic medication for control of pain as well as alternative treatments. We
will cover all aspects of this issue and some alternatives. We are in the process of working with several
professionals to help with this presentation. At this time it is scheduled for December 1st from 2:00-4:00 PM at the
Senior Center. Even if you do not have a problem, it will be interesting to attend. Hope to see you there.
Healthy body, healthy soul...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Mental Health News...
I guess I’m going to toot my horn again. We are trying to begin a NAMI support group in our community. What is
NAMI? It is the National Institute on Mental Illness. It is a national organization working towards reducing the
stigma associated with mental illness, education, funding for research and giving the voice of those who live with a
mental illness. They offer many different programs both for families, youth and adults. What we work with is called
NAMI Connection which works with adults (over 18) who have a mental illness. The facilitators who have been
through training, which includes myself, lead the group to maintain an environment conducive to helping those in
the group have a voice. Most people with a mental illness, as well as their family hide this part of their life which
can keep them from getting help and living a more normal life. There should be no shame. It is an illness, just as
heart disease, diabetes and so on. Most times it works with the chemical makeup of their brains so just telling them
to quit it doesn’t work. They need professional help from a doctor/psychiatrist to prescribe medications to change
those chemicals. Sometimes there is a trial & error period to find the most effective medications. Some people
may need them for the rest of their lives and others may get beyond that. There are other forms of therapy that
also help in conjunction with the medication. What we, NAMI Connection do is offer a safe confidential place to
speak about their difficulties and sometimes are give some ideas to help work through their problems. We work in
a positive, helping manner to hopefully improve their lives. We meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 6:00 PM
to 7:00 PM in the meeting room at the back of the library. Call me if you have any questions.
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

Bible Milestone
Four families participated in two Bible learning events in October. We had plenty of fun learning many interesting
things about the Bible. The Bible is actually an entire library containing 66 books. We found, read and marked
verses in our Bibles. Parents wrote individual messages of faith in their children’s new Bible.
Then on Sunday, October 30th – a Milestone Blessing for Children receiving their Bibles was held during worship.
Parents placed these new Spark Bibles in to the hands of their children. The children receiving their Bibles after a
time of learning were: Keira Alfson, Wyatt Alfson, Jacie Behlings, Lyncoln Robb and Kian Rusch.
Other children receiving Bibles at this time of Blessing included Bryce Swanson who, as a Third Grader also
received a Spark Bible. Pre-Schoolers Easton Dooley and Kamden Genovese received a Spark Storybook Bible.
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – October 18, 2016
Treasurer’s Report — Lisa gave the treasurer’s report, members discussed. A motion was made to accept Lisa’s
report, it was seconded and carried.
Unfinished Business:
] Synod Capital Appeal – Lonnie, chairperson for the Synod Appeal at CLF, gave a presentation. Members
discussed what approach CLF should take with this appeal. Duane made a motion that the council ask the
budget committee to consider putting this in the mission portion of our 2017 budget at a suggestion of $33 per
worshipper per year for three years. It was seconded and carried. Duane also made a motion that there be
another opportunity late winter or spring for members to individually give to the capital appeal on their own. It
was seconded and carried.
] Memorial List – Yvonne informed members that another $2,000 was given towards the Carpet Fund for a total
of $7,500.
] Thrivent Choice – October amount – $0.00 / $2,663
] Flooring Replacement Fundraising Plan – Paul Larson reviewed the flooring project. The first stage recovers
the Narthex and Vestibule. A motion was made to go ahead and hire Black Hills Interiors to complete the first
stage at a cost of $7500 Narthex and $800 for the Vestibule. The council thanked Paul Larson for his
leadership on this project.
] Pulpit Supply Update – Yvonne reported that Duane Neugebauer will be preaching this Sunday. Yvonne has
filled all the pulpit supply slots through November.
] Outreach Minister Interim Review – Dave, Lisa and Harold will revisit this and report at our next meeting.
] Fall Stewardship Drive – Dave reviewed the Stewardship Drive schedule. Members discussed.
] Interim Pastor Update – Brad updated members on the interim pastor process. Both candidates will be
interviewed this Sunday with an anticipated start date of December 1st. Dave will follow up on what the salary
and benefit guidelines are from the synod.
] Call Committee Process – Members reviewed names for the call committee and organized calling and visiting
with prospective members.
New Business:
] Membership changes: Transfer – Pastor Tom, Gail, Joseph & Olivia Opoien to Trinity Lutheran, Tea, SD;
Add – David & Kathy Thoreson from Holy Trinity Lutheran, Nashville, TN; Remove per their request – Jon &
Sharon Kayser.
] Attendance/Financial Statistics – Members reviewed the report.
] November Care and Share Coordinator - Brad and Terri will share the calling duties.
] Health Insurance Option for Staff – The council reviewed the current coverage (Gold +) for Yvonne and
Donna. Members discussed. A motion was made to continue the current coverage, it was seconded and
carried.
] St. Dysmas Re-entry Program – Members discussed this yearly commitment request. A motion was made to
refer this to the budget committee. It was seconded and carried.
] RAP Group Raffle – Carol spoke with members about the RAP group fundraising and fall plans. A motion was
made to approve getting a raffle form from the city to hold a raffle for a quilt donated by WELCA. It was
seconded and carried.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns:
] Health Ministry – the team met tonight.
] Property – Paul Larson has met with his committee. They are prioritizing the current repair needs.
] Social Ministry – Yvonne Steindal reported Sharing the Dream Crafts will be Sunday, November 6th and
Wednesday, November 9th. The Red Shirt Wood Haul will be on Saturday, November 12th.
] W/ELCA – the group visited the South Dakota’s Children’s Home at their last gathering.
] Outreach – Yvonne Steindal reported the team met tonight, this coming Sunday is the receiving of new
members.
] Youth – Carol reported they have scheduled a day for wood splitting and cutting for each month this winter.
There are 18 people registered to go to the Luther 500 Festival in Germany May 2017. The group is also
looking ahead to the June 27- July 1, 2018 Houston ELCA Youth Gathering.
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Daily Devotions
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Pentecost 24
Tuesday, November 1: Psalm 50; Zechariah 7:1-14; Jude 5:21
Wednesday, November 2: Psalm 50; Amos 5:12-24; Luke 19:11-27
Pentecost 25
Thursday, November 3: Psalm 17:1-9; Deuteronomy 25:5-10; Acts 22:22—23:11
Friday, November 4: Psalm 17:1-9; Genesis 38:1-26; Acts 24:10-23
Saturday, November 5: Psalm 17:1-9; Exodus 3:13-20; Luke 20:1-8
Sunday, November 6: Psalm 149; Daniel 7: 1-3, 15-18; Ephesians 1:11-12; Luke 6:20-31
Monday, November 7: Psalm 123; Job 20:1-11; 2 Peter 1:16-21
Tuesday, November 8: Psalm 123; Job 21:1, 17-34; 2 John 1-13
Wednesday, November 9: Psalm 123; Job 25:1—26:14; John 5:19-29
Pentecost 26
Thursday, November 10: Psalm 98; 1 Samuel 28:3-19; Romans 1:18-25
Friday, November 11: Psalm 98; 2 Samuel 21:1-14; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12
Saturday, November 12: Psalm 98; Ezekiel 10:1-19; Luke 17:20-37
Sunday, November 13: Psalm 98; Malachi 4:1-2a; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19
Monday, November 14: Psalm 141; Ezekiel 11:14-25; Ephesians 4:25—5:2
Tuesday, November 15: Psalm 141; Ezekiel 39:21—40:4; 1 Corinthians 10:23—11:1
Wednesday, November 16: Psalm 141; Ezekiel 43:1-12; Matthew 23:37—24:14
Christ the King
Thursday, November 17: Psalm 46; 2 Chronicles 18:12-22; Hebrews 9:23-28
Friday, November 18: Psalm 46; Zechariah 11:1-17; 1 Peter 1:3-9
Saturday, November 19: Psalm 46; Jeremiah 22:18-30; Luke 18:15-17
Sunday, November 20: Psalm 46; Jeremiah 23:1-6; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43
Monday, November 21: Psalm 24; Jeremiah 46:18-28; Revelation 21:5-27
Tuesday, November 22: Psalm 24; Isaiah 33:17-22; Revelation 22:8-21
Wednesday, November 23: Psalm 24; Isaiah 60:8-16; Luke 1:1-4
Thanksgiving
Thursday, November 24: Psalm 100; Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Philippians 4:4-9; John 6:25-35
First Sunday of Advent
Friday, November 25: Psalm 122; Genesis 6:1-10; Hebrews 11:1-7
Saturday, November 26: Psalm 122; Genesis 6:11-22; Matthew 24:1-22
Sunday, November 27: Psalm 122; Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44
Monday, November 28: Psalm 124; Genesis 8:1-19; Romans 6:1-11
Tuesday, November 29: Psalm 124; Genesis 9:1-17; Hebrews 11:32-40
Wednesday, November 30: Psalm 124; Isaiah 54:1-10; Matthew 24:23-35

“SO, WHEN ARE WE GETTING A NEW PASTOR?” (AN UPDATE ON THE “CALL” PROCESS)...
The Council continues to move ahead in its plans for providing for the ongoing pastoral ministry at CLF. At its
October meeting work proceeded on selection of a part-time Interim as well as a Call Committee.
Two candidates for Interim preached at CLF and were also interviewed by a small group of Council members.
There will be a special meeting of the Council to discuss and then select the Interim as well as develop a Letter of
Agreement – which will include the financial package. Conversations are currently being held with the South
Dakota Synod to clarify the guidelines for a Part-Time Interim. The announcement of the Interim will be made in
November with a start date of December 1st.
The Council selected a slate of twelve persons (as well as a number of alternates) to invite to serve as the Call
Committee to begin the work towards selecting a new pastor. Those persons are currently being contacted by
members of the Church Council. The Call Committee will be announced as soon as all those contacts and
commitments have been made. An initial meeting of the Call Committee will meet in November. Please remember
that this is a careful and prayerful process. It is likely to take twelve to eighteen months before a new pastor arrives
at CLF.
We ask that you hold your Church Council as well as the CLF Staff in prayer as we continue to work through this
time of many transitions.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor:
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lisa Fluck
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

