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New Member Class...Rescheduled!
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Join Pastor Pam on Saturday, December 15th
(rescheduled from November) from 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
in the Fireside Room to learn more about the history of
CLF, who we are now, and all the ways you can use your
gifts here and in the community. We will talk about what it means to be a
“member” of a church community – and what it doesn’t mean. If you have
been part of worship and other events here, but have not yet officially joined
the church, you are invited to become part of this community of faith. And if
you are currently a member, you are welcome to join us, too, and be a
mentor to our newcomers as they become more acquainted with CLF. Join
us as we learn and grow in our commitment to CLF!

Retirement Celebration for Donna McConnell

Join us between services on Sunday, Dec. 9th as we celebrate Donna’s 12+
years of ministry at CLF, and wish her joy in her retirement. She has been such
a blessing as our Office Manager for so many years, and will be greatly missed
in the office! We wish her and Denny many blessings as they transition into this
new journey of retirement. We will continue to be blessed with their presence
as members of this faith community, though, for which we are very thankful!
Come, join the celebration, and let us shower her with love – and cards – as we
thank her and wish her blessings in retirement!

NEW! Caring Hands Ministry!
We are beginning a new ministry at CLF! Cindy Jindra Anderson and Cozy Dorton will be coordinating this new
ministry where we have the opportunity to use our hearts and hands to care for members of our community.
We are still working on a good name for this ministry, but we will use “Caring Hands Ministry” to begin.
For many years we have cared for members of our faith community through many different acts of love and
kindness, and now we are becoming more purposeful in our organization and involving more people in this
ministry. We are beginning with three areas of focus: prayer, transportation, and meals.
We offer prayer through our email prayer chain, which is a confidential unless permission is given to share
information. We will coordinate transportation for members who might need rides for medical treatments, either
within Custer or to Rapid City. And we will coordinate meals for an individual or family to help through a difficult
time, such as the death of a loved one, or in a time of joy, such as the birth or adoption of a child.
Please pray about your gifts and which area your gifts can best be used in this new ministry. We will share
more information in worship on Sunday, December 16th, and will be available to answer questions before and
after services. We will have sign-up sheets as well if you would like to help in prayer, transportation, or meals.
If you would like more information, feel free to contact Pastor Pam, Cozy, or Cindy and we will be happy to talk
about how you can use your hearts and hands in this ministry!
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THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
The Christian Book Study group meets weekly on Thursday mornings. The group gathers in the Fireside Room
from 9:30 to 11:30 AM. There are always coffee and treats provided by group members. We read aloud from the
book we have selected, so you do not have to read or prepare ahead of time! The reading is interrupted regularly
with questions, comments, laughter, challenging thoughts and reflections, faith and life stories. It is a fun,
free-flowing discussion. We are currently reading Leap Over a Wall: Earthy Spirituality for Everyday Christians by
Eugene H Peterson. Hope to see you there!

Thursday Ladies Bible Study...
The Thursday night women’s group is planning to start a new Bible Study December 6th, meeting on Thursdays at
5:30.
Meeting the Spirit (Life Guides Bible Studies). It is a 10 lessons study. We’ll take a two week break over
Christmas (December 20th and 27th) and resume in January on the 3rd.
If anyone is interested in joining, please contact Joy (smolniskyjoy@gmail.com) or Ginny (danbyprk@gwt.net) so
we can order a study guide for you and get you on the email reminder list.

Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast/Book Study...
meets the second Saturday of each month from 8 to 10 AM in the Fireside Room at CLF. Our next session will be
on December 8th. Breakfast will be served then we will watch and discuss a NOOMA DVD. Come to one, or come
to all...no book required! If you have any questions contact Allen Canete at 673-3753.

LET’S GET NOISY!
The “Noisy Offering” continues every month on the second Sunday of each month. For the month
of December, it is December 9th. The noisy offerings from September thru May will go to Lutheran
Disaster Relief. Your spare change does make a difference. Thanks so much!

Custer Community Advent Program on December 9th...
The annual Community Advent Concert will be held at Custer Lutheran Fellowship at
2 PM Sunday, December 9th with the French Creek Folk doing pre-concert music at
1:30 PM. There is no admission and coffee, punch and cookies are served after the program. Please come and
attend a concert of musicians from various churches in Custer. It is a great way to celebrate Advent and the
coming of Christmas. Hope to see you there. ~ Margaret Tretheway

Christmas Poinsettias – If you would like to help decorate the altar area with poinsettias for the
Christmas season, you may bring them (by December 23rd) and place them in the Family Room
just off the Narthex. They will be placed in in the Sanctuary sometime before the Christmas Eve
services. Please let the office know if your plant is in memory or in honor of someone. You may
take them home after Christmas Eve. Thanks!

Volunteers Needed...
Starting some time next year, we will be implementing Offering Counters on Sunday morning and Wednesday.
Details have not been finalized yet, but it would involve having two unrelated people count the cash after each
service before it is sealed in a cash bag and put in the safe in the office. For more information, interested people
can talk to Pastor Pam or the Council Treasurer, Joy Smolnisky.

Missing Birthdays & Anniversaries...
If you have noticed that your birthday or anniversary has been missing from our birthday and anniversary list,
please do not be offended! We are not omitting you on purpose! It is because we do not have the information
sheet we need that has birthdays, updated phone numbers, and email addresses. This is true even if you have
filled out information for your children through the SPARK Kids program. We will have your children’s birthdays,
but not the parents. Please stop by the office and fill out a form so we may update our lists to include your very
important dates! Thank you!
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Sharing the Dream Crafts...
Once again the Sharing the Dream Crafts Sale was a big hit! The amount of sales from November 11th & 14th
totaled $1,215.34. Wow! Your support of these fair trade products help families stay in their communities and
help them earn a living. Thanks so much!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THE GREAT CUSTER WOOD HAUL —

The annual Wood Haul was held on Saturday, November 17th. Our caravan of trucks to Red
Shirt Table hauled the equivalence of 15 truck-loads of firewood. A great time was had by all!
If you didn’t make it this year...plan on going next year!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ELCA Good Gifts...
As members of the ELCA, we believe that God is calling us into the world—together. And with generous, loving hands,
we can make a difference.
ELCA Good Gifts provides more than 50 different gift-giving options that grow the church, fight hunger and transform
lives. These gifts, starting at just $10, provide direct support for the churchwide ministries of the ELCA. These are
meaningful gifts that really make a difference in the world. The 24-page ELCA Good Gifts catalog offers many different
ways to honor friends and loved ones with gifts that make a difference. The Social Ministry Team are sponsoring the
ELCA Good Gifts on: December 2nd, 5th, 9th and 12th. There will be a table set up in the Narthex on those dates
to help you select your gifts.
Thank you for providing a Good Gift that will make a world of difference to our neighbors!

www.teammates.org
TeamMates Mentoring Program has partnered with Custer School District, and the communities of Hermosa and
Custer, to provide the support and encouragement of mentors to students. Our goal is for mentees to develop safe,
positive relationships with their mentors and for those matches to last through high school graduation. We are excited about this partnership with TeamMates to ensure students are surrounded by the web of support they need to
reach their full potential. Would you like to serve as a mentor? CSD is looking for mentors to be matched with students. Please email Supt. Mark Naugle, if you have any questions about TeamMates: mark.naugle@k12.sd.us

Dear Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
I Just wanted to reach out to the church to express my gratitude and to say thank you for the care package I received
in the first weeks of college. This really meant a lot to me to have a reminder of home while I was beginning my
adventure here at Minnesota State Mankato. I hope to return to the church soon to express my gratitude in person.
Thank you again and God Bless. ~ Lauren Goth
To my CLF family & friends,
I want to thank you all for the prayers and love showed me at the time of my cancer surgery and radiation treatments.
To my CLF coffee friends that prayed and volunteered to take me to radiation in Rapid City—Thank You! I got to
know you all so much better. Through the hard times family and friends always are there for you!! I called you all my
Angel Drivers for being there for me through it all. May God’s love bless you all!
P.S. My scan and blood tests came back negative—all is good!!
Barb, Thanks for the love and friendship—you are my angel neighbor.
Love to all, ~ Marion Bangsund
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Hope, Peace, Joy, Love
These are the themes for the season of Advent leading up to the birth of Jesus on Christmas
Day. I’ve been thinking about what they meant to Mary and Joseph as they awaited Jesus
birth. But I’ve also been thinking about what they mean to us today as we celebrate another
Christmas filled with shopping and family gatherings.
But beyond the celebration of Christmas, what do those words mean every single day as we live in this world where
there does not seem to be much hope, peace, joy, and love. At least at first glance. Because I truly believe that the
world is filled with all of these things, but we sometimes have a hard time seeing them with everything else gong on
in the world. So let’s look at where we can find all of these things.
Hope – Where do you see hope? I see it every time we share the story of Jesus. Every time we tell the story of
Jesus, the Son of God, who came into the world to save each and every one of us, no matter who we are or what
we’ve done. Every time we let people know that God is with them always, no matter what, even in those times when
we feel most discouraged or depressed or grief-stricken. We always have hope because we belong to this amazing
God who will never leave us.
Peace – Where do you see peace? This one may be harder because there is so much violence and war in the
world. But there are always people working for peace – always. I think of people like Desmond Tutu and the Dali
Lama and other leaders who work for peace in the world. But it’s not only those larger-than-life people – it’s all of us.
Jesus is called the Prince of Peace, so any time we work for peace anywhere, we are doing the work of Jesus. And
that can be anywhere – at home, at work, in our community, our state, our country, anywhere. Any time we work
with people instead of fighting or arguing with them, we are working for peace.
Joy – Where do you see joy? I see joy all the time! And I’m sure there will be joy bursting out everywhere on
Christmas morning when all the children I know open their presents! But beyond that kind of joy, we also have joy
through Jesus. I know I experience joy every time I think about what Jesus sacrificed for me, and how much I know
He loves me – and everyone! I know that no matter what – no matter what sins I have committed, no matter what I
will do in the future, not even if I turn my back on God – Jesus will never, ever abandon me. I know that I am saved
and belong to Him purely by the gift of His love and grace. And not only is that humbling, it fills me with great joy!
How about you?
Love – I think this is the easiest to see in the world, which may seem like a strange thing to say considering you
don’t see much love if you watch the news! But I see love all the time in all of God’s children. Each time we share
the love of God in any way – through our words, through our actions – we are living out Jesus command to love God
with all our hearts and minds and souls, and love our neighbor as ourselves. Each time we simply tell someone that
Jesus loves them, each time we give to the Storehouse, or buy a gift for the Select-A-Gift tree, or volunteer at a
soup kitchen, or give to Lutheran Disaster Response, or petition our representatives to stand up for justice for the
marginalized, we live out Jesus love in the world. Any time we respond to hate with love, we are being Jesus voice
of love in the world.
I see all of us at CLF living all four of these – hope, peace, joy, love – every single day! As we approach the birth of
Jesus, let us all keep our eyes open to all the ways we see all of these lived out in the world. Let us share where we
see them, and let us be Jesus hope, peace, joy, and love in the world.
Blessings and have a Merry and Joyful Christmas!
Pastor Pam

Please notify Pastor Pam when:

ü There is a hospitalization in your family
ü There is a death in your family
ü You would like a pastoral visit
ü There is a birth or adoption
ü Someone becomes homebound
ü Someone becomes unemployed
ü There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the body
of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pastor Pam Power
701-955-5282 (cell)
pam_clf@gwtc.net
673-4691 (church)

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, January 28, 2019, 11:30 AM in the Fireside Room (NO December mtg)
HOSTESSES: To Be Determined
PROGRAM: TBA
The program for our November meeting was our Thank Offering Service. We believe that God truly has showered us
with abundance. We cannot even begin to count our blessings, however, keeping our blessings in mind helps to overcome
the hard times.
Speaking of blessings, thanks to each of you for supporting the Craft & Goodie Sale again this year. Thanks to those
who contributed items to be sold and to those who had fun shopping and purchasing the items that had been donated.
The total amount of money raised was over $1,000. That money will be put to use helping folks in our community and
beyond. Community support will be felt in our $200 donation to WEAVE to be put toward the billboard that says “No”
to human trafficking. We will also give $200 to Lutheran Disaster Relief to help folks who have been affected by the
wildfires in California. In addition, $100 will go to Lutheran Social Services for their ‘Resurrecting Hope’ Campaign.
That $100 will be given in memory of Marlys Lefever.
Some of our members will bake cookies for the Custer Christmas for Kids celebration that will be held on Saturday,
December 8th. Those who bake cookies should have them in the church kitchen by 3:00 PM on Thursday, December 6th.
Our baking the 28 dozen cookies is greatly appreciated by the people who produce Christmas for Kids.
We supplied food for the elementary school’s Back Pack program in November. We also contributed food to the
Wildcat Pantry in the Jr/Sr High School.
Quilting will take place at 9:00 AM the first two Tuesdays in December. Thanks to our quilters for the products
they produce throughout the year. What a beautiful outreach program it is!
Quilting needs—fabric, mattress pads, good flat sheets for backs.
Bingo at Custer Senior Care—The first Friday of each month 4-5 people gather to call and help residents enjoy an
hour of Bingo from 2—3 PM. We welcome new people to join us! Any questions, please call Arbutus Winter, 673-5283.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Some of the items at the Craft & Goodie Sale
Lefse makers and the finished product for the Craft & Goodie Sale!

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pam — pam_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Pam: in office Tuesday—Friday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Tuesday Afternoon & Wednesday

Prayer Shawl Ministry...
If you have someone in your life who
needs some extra comfort and
prayers, please pick up a prayer
shawl from the office. Everyone is
welcome to do so at anytime—just
let someone in the office know when
you do so, as we keep a journal of all activity.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option
to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING”
link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled
donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At
this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions only, however you can set-up your
own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.

Volunteers Needed...
We are in need of volunteers to help with the Nursery and Sound System on Sunday mornings. Both positions involve
one Sunday a month at either the early or late service. The Sound System includes running the PowerPoint and
recording the sermon besides managing the Sound Board. Don’t worry though...we will train you on the sound system!!
If you are interested in helping with these two areas or have questions, please contact the church office.

2018 Budget thru October, 2018
2018 Actual

2018 Budget

$ Over Budget

% of Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Church Use Donations
Endowment Fund/Wed SPARK Kids
Total Income

$ 294,631.24
$
4,057.74
$
1,206.59
$
585.00
$
804.00
$
2,000.00
$ 303,284.57

$ 291,666.67
$
$
2,707.50

$
$
$

2,964.57

101.0%

(1,500.91)

44.6%

$
$
$ 294,374.17

$
$
$

8,910.40

103.0%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 75,141.14
$
8,020.53
$
8,522.88
$ 36,994.09
$ 161,456.98
$ 290,135.62

$ 81,371.33
$
9,001.89
$
8,488.89
$ 36,350.84
$ 159,067.48
$ 294,280.43

$
$
$
$
$
$

(6,230.19)
(981.36)
33.99
643.25
2,389.50
(4,144.81)

92.3%
89.1%
100.4%
10108%
101.5%
98.6%
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Wednesday NightLife...
is now in full swing! This program is a mid-week faith recharge for your family. Our weekly schedule goes like this:
SPARK Kids from 4:00 to 5:15 PM
Family Meal from 5:15 to 6:00 PM
Worship from 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Confirmation from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
Choir Practice at 6:30 or 7:30 PM
The first Wednesday of every month the Family Meal is a Pot-Luck. We will supply fried chicken and drinks
(lemonade, water and coffee). Please bring a favorite food item to share (side, salad or dessert). You may
prepare something at home to bring OR you are more than welcome to pick something up at the grocery store on
your way to church. Either way, we will eat it! The next three Wednesday NightLife meals follows this schedule:
2nd Wednesday — Meal prepared by Jackie Hartwick & Women of the ELCA
3rd Wednesday — Make-Your-Own Sandwich Bar
4th Wednesday — Pizza!!
(For December—the meal for week 3 may be a combination again... )
Worship this fall will rotate between different styles of worship. For November, the schedule is as follows...
December 5th — Prayer Around the Cross
December 12th — Communion
December 19th — Holden Evening Prayer
December 26th — Christmas Break— NO WNL Activities
Hope to see you all on Wednesdays!

A blast from the past.....Here is a couple more pages from the old newsletters,. Here are two pages from the
December, 1995 newsletter. Enjoy! J
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SPARK Kids…
Our Fifth Year of SPARK Kids has started with a bang! We already have 39 children registered! Wow! Every
Wednesday afternoon children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 will be picked up at school and transported to
church. Our time together goes fast! We have a wide variety of learning activities including snacks, Bible stories,
games, arts and crafts and more. This fall will explore Bible stories using a new curriculum based on The SPARK
Kids multi-age classroom. The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:15 PM. The children and their families
are invited to join us for a meal followed by worship. We are done by 6:30 PM.
There is NO cost for this program. Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors. All are welcome. All children
need to be registered by their parents in order to participate. Those materials are available through the church
office. It is never to late to register! The themes and Bible stories for the month of December are as follows:
ü December 5 — “Angel Visits” — Matthew 1:18-25
ü December 12 — “Jesus is Born” — Luke 2:1-20
ü December 19 — Christmas Party—”What God wants for Christmas...YOU!”
ü December 26 — Christmas Break—No WNL Activities
With this many children registered, we need more adult assistants and drivers. If you can help or need more info,
please contact the church office.

Spotlight on Confirmation...
Confirmation for our Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade Youth is now underway. We have 27 youth registered, which
is wonderful!
The schedule for December is as follows...
ü December 5 — Class
ü December 12 — Class
ü December 19 —Christmas Party
ü December 26 — Christmas Break—NO CLASS or WNL Activities
Last month’s Scavenger Hunt netted 204 pounds of food for The Storehouse. WOW!! Way to go!! We’re thinking of
doing another Scavenger Hunt in the Spring, but beware kids...it will be much harder!
We are in need of adults to teach classes—you don’t have to commit to every week and the materials are provided.
If you are interested or need more information, please talk to Pastor Pam.

CLF Children’s Christmas Program...
The children of CLF present: The Best Christmas Gift Ever! It will be held on Sunday,
December 2nd and will start at about 12:30 PM following a potluck lunch after the late service.
There will be a short musical instrument Christmas Concert by some of the children prior to the play. Please join
us!
NOTE: The last two rehearsals are: Friday, November 30th from 9:00-11:00 and Sunday, December 2nd between
services.

Rap Group news...
RAP Group Makeover – We are trying something new with RAP Group this year. The idea is to make RAP Group
a fun and safe place where we can laugh, play games, and maybe have conversations of issues that are going on
in the teenage world. We have changed the meeting time to every Wednesday at 7 PM. There will be pizza and
pop provided for a $3 donation. All are welcome. Invite your friends, even if they don’t go to CLF. Meetings will
conclude by 8 PM.
If you have any questions, please contact Tim Wicks (605) 673-1223 or Tammy Wicks (605) 673-1287.
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Parish Nurse News...
The Health Ministry Team and I are excited about our next “Information Table” topic. It’s one near and dear to all of
us. We will be featuring information on nutrition—the good, bad and ugly. We will offer information on many
aspects of the topic, including how to handle avoiding overindulgence during the holidays, which is very difficult for
many of us. We will also give info for young mothers to receive proper nutrition, maintaining a diet for the diabetic
and much more. Take time to go through what we offer on the table. We try to change out the topic every few
months.
I also am obtaining more information from our “Faith Community Nurse Connection” based out of Sioux Falls. I was
unable to attend a conference on “Partners in Mental Health- Body, Mind, Spirit. I am in the process of getting
more information from the conference. It deals with partnering with local Pastors, nurses, social workers and
community volunteers in caring for those with Mental Illness. I believe it will take a community wide effort to begin to
help those with Mental Illness. Healthy Body, Healthy Soul...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

Mental Health News...
I recently received some information through the Mayo Clinic on “Seasonal Affective Disorder”, also known as
SAD. This often occurs during the fall and winter seasons. Many people especially in the northern climate do not
receive adequate sunshine because of the shorter days and cold preventing us from spending more time outdoors.
People are affected by this lack of sunshine, often becoming depressed. The main treatment is “light therapy
boxes”. The therapy box mimics outdoor light. This type of light causes a chemical change in the brain that typically
elevates the mood. Who hasn’t felt especially happy on a beautiful sunny day? These are specialized lights that are
ordered through your doctor. Sometimes the addition of an antidepressant is necessary. If you have had current or
past issues with glaucoma, cataracts or eye damage, you will need advice from your doctor.
Healthy Mind, Healthy Life...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse

FYI: MAMMOGRAMS MADE EASY!
We are so fortunate these days to have the availability to detect breast cancer. In recent years, we even have our
own Mammography Department right here at our Hospital in Custer. We even have the digital scanner which is still
fairly new technology. So many of us try to put this important screening off because of the discomfort and
embarrassment of it. I have had mine preformed here in Custer since they opened the department several years
ago. I found the staff very capable, friendly and made the whole process much less painful. Please take advantage
of this life saving service! Also I need to remind men that they can also get breast cancer. I found this so true
several years ago when my brother was diagnosed with stage 3 breast cancer. His main complaint was some pain
in his breast area. Thankfully the doctors were diligent and did a mammogram on him. He was treated just as any
woman would be and he also would have had the same consequences of a woman, had he not been diagnosed.
Take the time for yourself and your family.
CLF Health Ministry Team

Our God is a generous God. So too are worshippers at Custer Lutheran Fellowship…generous in
time, talent and treasure. Update from Commitment Sunday: after one month, we are now at 68
pledge cards received. Of these, 19 are new pledges and 18 families increased their pledges
over last year. And we are closing in on the final pledged amount for last year. Great! We will be
making phone calls to families who do not return a Commitment Card for 2019 to invite them to
participate, so please return the card even if you do not intend to make a pledge for 2019.
Thanks to all for Embracing Generosity!
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Council Minutes – November 20, 2018
Treasurer’s Report—The treasurer’s report was reviewed. The flow of the incoming contributions continues to
support the commitments in the budget. The budgeted amount of $350,000 appears attainable and the
expenditures are on course to be met.

Unfinished Business:
ü Thrivent Choice — $27.00 had been contributed to CLF from the Choice Dollars through Thrivent Choice
during this monthly time period. $1,173.00 has been contributed through this fund year to date.
ü Attendance/Financial Statistics – were reviewed.
ü Transformational Ministry — The first meeting with coach, Margie Naugebauer has been held. The group
has assignments to develop behind the scenes prior to more extensive, church-wide work.
ü Finance Committee Meeting —
1. Treasurer Job Description: Rex moved, it was seconded, and the council approved the document with
corrections.
2. Background Checks: Council reviewed the policies/procedures. Beginning January 1, 2019, the process
of obtaining fingerprints and background checks will be started for all volunteers that are affected by the
policy.
3. Best Business Practices – were reviewed. The significant changes indicated include having two unrelated
people count the money each week and a different method of collecting money from the Wood Box. Rex
moved, it was seconded, and council approved the Best Business Practices document as amended.
(M/S/A)
ü Office Administrator’s Job Update — A new employee has been selected and will begin work soon.
ü Fall Stewardship Campaign — While 52 pledge cards had been turned in, the process is not yet complete
so it is difficult to assess final outcome.
ü Nominating Committee — The group continues to work on this process.
New Business:
Membership Changes — No changes noted.
ü Lutheran Social Services — Rex moved, it was seconded, and the group approved giving $500.00 to the
Fund raising campaign. (Monies to come from budgeted 1% undesignated mission support and/or the
Thrivent donations.)
(M/S/A)
ü SD Missionary & Mission Hospitality Coordinator — This SD Synod project to fund a position to coordinate visits to Nicaragua was requesting funding by churches in the synod. Council members did not choose to
support this project.
ü New Computer — The CPU -processor tower for the Office Administrator needs to be replaced. The monies
from the Lynn’s Dakotamart receipts will be used for this purpose. Susan moved, it was seconded, and
council approved. (M/S/A)
ü Donna’s Retirement Party — The party will be held between services on December 9th. Rosemary and
Christie will make further plans.
ü Worship Discussion — Based upon the research of Pastor Pam, Rex, and other members of the council, it
was unanimously determined to withdraw the discussion of having just one service on Sunday from the Annual meeting agenda.
Committee & Ministry Team Reports:
ü Evangelism Committee — The committee is in the process of developing a new brochure of the various
opportunities CLF members have to be involved in various projects.
ü Property — Options for having a different snow removal person were discussed. Duane will discuss the
possibilities/costs with two-three different providers.
ü Social Ministry — Committee had met and were discussing the Sharing the Dream event which had netted
over $1200 and the recent wood haul to the Reservation, which had been a caravan with the equivalence of
15 truckloads of firewood.
ü W/ELCA — Fundraising in the form of the Craft & Goodies Sale and working on quilts continue to keep
women busy.
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Daily Devotions

ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
1 Advent
Saturday, December 1: Psalm 25:1-10; Nehemiah 9:26-31; Luke 21:20-24
Sunday, December 2: Psalm 25:1-10; Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36
Monday, December 3: Psalm 90; Numbers 17:1-11; 2 Peter 3:1-18
Tuesday, December 4: Psalm 90; 2 Samuel 7:18-29; Revelation 22:12-16
Wednesday, December 5: Psalm 90; Isaiah 1:24-31; Luke 11:29-32
2 Advent
Thursday, December 6: Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:5-12; Philippians 1:12-18a
Friday, December 7: Luke 22:68-79; Malachi 3:13-18; Philippians 1:18b-26
Saturday, December 8: Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 4:1-6; Luke 9:1-6
Sunday, December 9: Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
Monday, December 10: Psalm 126; Isaiah 40:1-11; Romans 8:22-25
Tuesday, December 11: Psalm 126; Isaiah 19:18-25; 2 Peter 1:2-15
Wednesday, December 12: Psalm 126; Isaiah 35:3-7; Luke 7:18-30
3 Advent
Thursday, December 13: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 6:1-8; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
Friday, December 14: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 8:4-12; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15
Saturday, December 15: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 9:8-15; Luke 1:57-66
Sunday, December 16: Isaiah 12:2-6; Zephaniah 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18
Monday, December 17: Isaiah 11:1-9; Numbers 16:1-19; Hebrews 13:7-17
Tuesday, December 18: Isaiah 11:11-9; Numbers 16:20-35; Acts 28:23-31
Wednesday, December 19: Isiah 11:1-9; Micah 4:8-13;Luke 7:31-35
4 Advent
Thursday, December 20: Psalm 80:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 10:10-18
Friday, December 21: Psalm 80:1-7; Isaiah 42:10-18; Hebrews 10:32-39
Saturday, December 22: Psalm 80:1-7; Isaiah 66:7-11; Luke 13:31-35
Sunday, December 23: Luke 1:46b-55 Micah 4:6-8; 2 Peter 1:16-21
Monday, December 24: Psalm 96; Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14[15-20]
Tuesday, December 25: Psalm 97; Isaiah 62:6-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20
Wednesday, December 26: Psalm 148; 2 Chronicles 24:17-24; Acts 6:1-7;7:51-60
1 Christmas
Thursday, December 27: Proverbs 8:32-36; John 21:19b-24
Friday, December 28: Psalm 148; Isaiah 54:1-13; Revelation 21:1-7
Saturday, December 29: 1 Chronicles 28:1-10; 1 Corinthians 3:10-17
Sunday, December 30: Psalm 147:12-20; 2 Chronicles 1:7-13;Mark 13:32-37
Monday, December 31: Psalm 147:12-20; 1 Kings 3:5-14; John 8:12-19
Tuesday, January 1: Psalm 8; Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:15-21
Wednesday, January 2: Psalm 147:12-20; Proverbs 1:1-7; James 3:13-18

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB
“Captain Snow” says...
Volunteers are needed for the CLF/CSC-that's the "Clean Sidewalk
Club." There is a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center in the Narthex
for week days or week-ends. There are two spaces for each grouping.
Thanks!!
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Pamela Power
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretary: Ann Snow
Treasurer: Joy Smolnisky
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

