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Campfire worship on Wednesday nights...
Join us for weekly Wednesday Night Worship this
summer. We meet in the Outdoor Worship Space in the
woods behind the church beginning at 6:00 PM. There
will be music and singing, prayer, scripture and
reflection around our campfire. (That’s why we call it –
Campfire Worship!) Afterwards we can linger over the
making and eating of s’mores with friends. In the event of rain, we will
hold our Campfire Worship inside the church building. And we will substitute the
s’mores for root beer floats. Yummy! It almost make us want to pray for rain….
Bring someone along with you for this quiet mid-week time of re-centering your
faith life!

Confirmation Sunday...

On Sunday, May 6th at the 10:30 AM
worship service, four young people of
Custer Lutheran Fellowship were
surrounded in prayer and blessing.
After they “confirmed” their faith or
“affirmed” the promises made at their
baptism”, these were spoken over
them (with family and friends literally
surround them):
“…stir up in Justin, Kellyn, Eva
and Kelley the gift of the Holy
Spirit; confirm their faith, guide
their life, empower them in their serving, give them patience in suffering, and
bring them to everlasting life.”
You are encouraged to continue to pray for these young adults in their journey of
faith. This month’s newsletter includes faith papers from the confirmation students.
As you read their amazing statements of faith, please pray for them in their
continued life in Christ!
From left to right: Kelley Wicks, Justin Doyle, Kellyn Kortemeyer & Eva Studt

Changed Forever: Grieving the Death of Someone You Love

Pastor Pam is offering a four session discussion on grief which began on June 6th. We will watch
short video’s and then have discussion about topics such as the time frame of grief, physical effects
of grief, grief versus depression and unexpected upsurges of grief. We will gather in the Fireside
Room after worship, at approximately 6:45 PM for an hour or so. Whatever the loss you have
experienced, and however long it has been, come. There is no need to register, just come and join
us as we walk this journey together.

CLF Happenings
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THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
The Christian Book Study group meets weekly on Thursday mornings. The group gathers in the Fireside Room
from 9:30 to 11:30 AM. There are always coffee and treats provided by group members. We read aloud from the
book we have selected, so you do not have to read or prepare ahead of time! The reading is interrupted regularly
with questions, comments, laughter, challenging thoughts and reflections, faith and life stories. It is a fun,
free-flowing discussion.
We are currently reading A Year of Biblical Womanhood by Rachel Held Evans. In this book, the author decides to
embark on a year of biblical womanhood, vowing to take all of the Bible’s instructions for women as literally as
possible. Books are available or you can share one with the group. Hope to see you there!

Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast/Book Study...
will not meet again until September. Watch for details in the September Newsletter.

LET’S GET NOISY!
This school year the focus for our monthly “Noisy Offering” is to support the ELCA’s Bureau of
Federal Chaplaincy for the Military. They do the important ministry of being the church and providing
pastoral care for our servicemen and women serving in far away places. Two of our members—
Christian Frank & Dean Suelflow—deployed in October. This is one way we can show our support
to their families. From January—May, $435.22 was collected and from September—December, $370.50
was raised for a total of $805.72. Your spare change did make a difference in the lives of our military personnel
serving overseas. Thanks so much!
The “Noisy Offering” will continue during the summer. For these three months, our Noisy Offering will be going to
the Emmaus Road Ministries program in Colombia. Emmaus provides scholarships for students throughout all
levels of education, support social development programs (ex. teaching skills, providing meals, etc) and provide
training opportunities for leaders in the church.
The Noisy Offering will continue to take place on the second Sunday of each month. For the summer, they are
June 10th, July 8th and August 12th.

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday
The Evangelism Team and the Social Ministry Team will meet together Tuesday, June 19th at 6:00 PM in the Large
Sunday School Room to discuss and initiate plans for the September 9th, "God's Work, Our Hands" Sunday. All are
encouraged to attend and to bring fresh ideas.

Let Your Light Shine This Spring!
This spring we will be raising funds to change the lights in the Sanctuary and the halide lights in
the parking lot to led light bulbs. Currently, we have 19 hanging chandeliers that use 600 watts of
electricity and we will be changing them to a total of 86 watts per light which will bring an energy
reduction of each light of 514watt!!! What a wonderful way to help our environment. The cost for
the light bulbs for each chandelier is $90.84 plus tax. We also have the 20 can lights in the
Sanctuary that use 150 watts each and we will be reducing them to a 30 watt bulb which runs $12.89 plus tax per
bulb. Total cost of these lights is $1,983.76 plus tax. The three halide lamps in the parking lots are 400 watts and
will be changed to led lights with arm extensions at $169.24 each. Total cost is $507.72 plus tax for these lights.
The estimated total cost of this project’s light bulbs is $2,491.48 plus tax. UPDATE: As of the end of May, we have
raised $1,835 towards this projects. LED lights will be purchased and installed as we receive funds.
Please consider a donation to the Lighting fund this spring so we can make a “Bright” environmental impact and
decrease our energy foot print and save some money on the Church’s electrical budget. Our estimated energy
savings would be $1,600 per year. A donation box will be set up at church and you can also write a check to church
with lighting project in the notes. We appreciate all that our church family does. Remember...this little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine! Thank you! ~ CLF—”Let Your Light Shine Team”
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Two New Committees to be Formed...
This summer, Pastor Pam would like to get two new committees formed and meeting...
The first committee will re-vamp and revise our “New Member Packet” and the Get Acquainted Meetings. We are
looking for new ideas...if you were attending a Get Acquainted Meeting, what would you want to know about CLF
and what type of info would you like to receive in the packet? Let us know...
The second one will be a year-round committee called “Holistic Stewardship”. Holistic Stewardship takes a broader
view of what it means to be a Child of God. Too often, stewardship has been just about money, but it is so much
more than that. Holistic Stewardship begins with our relationship with God and God’s intention for His creation. We
also need to be attentive to ourselves and who we are as God’s beloved children, and our relationship with our
neighbor. We are called by Christ to love our neighbor as ourselves, so stewarding our relationships is important to
God. And we are called to be good stewards of creation which God loves so much. Holistic Stewardship looks at all
of these aspects of what it means to be God’s beloved children throughout the year, not only in the Fall during a
financial stewardship program. If you are interested in learning more, please call or email Pastor Pam so we can
begin to live out our calling as God’s stewards in all of these wonderful and loving ways.
We are still looking for people willing to help in the areas of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION and CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY. If you have any interest, any passion, or if you just want to learn more, please sign up at the Welcome
Center.
We also need new members for the Altar Guild committee. For a two-month period, members are responsible for
making sure there are communion supplies, and changing the altar paraments and banners when necessary for the
different seasons of the church year.
Please contact the church office if you are interested in helping with any of these committees or if you need more
information.

Please notify Pastor Pam when:
ª There is a hospitalization in your family
ª There is a death in your family
ª You would like a pastoral visit
ª There is a birth or adoption
ª Someone becomes homebound
ª Someone becomes unemployed
ª There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the
body of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pastor Pam Power
701-955-5282 (cell)
pam_clf@gwtc.net
673-4691 (church)

Planning for Those You Love.....because your life can make a difference
Kathy McHenry, Executive Director of Lutheran Planned Giving of South Dakota, will join us on Sunday, June 24th,
to share ideas about planning for those you love and how the seeds you plant can grow into joyful gratitude and
enduring generosity. Learn the difference between a will and trust, tax-efficient giving strategies for today and
tomorrow, and how to create your own personalized legacy plan. She will also preach that Sunday.
In her role at LPGSD, Kathy works with individuals, families and congregations to explain the many tools available
when creating an estate plan to honor your legacy of family and faith. Please take advantage of Kathy's services,
which are provided FREE as a ministry of the Synod and LPGSD partners across the state. She will be in the area
from Saturday, June 23rd through Wednesday, June 27th, and available for individual meetings. Please call
605.274.5030 or email kmchenry@sdsynod.org to reserve your appointment time.

Reflections From Pastor Pam!
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I’m sitting in my office working on my sermon for the coming Sunday, and it’s partly
about Sabbath. I can’t help but think about summer and how for many people, the
summer is Sabbath time. Of course it is for children, who now have a three month
break from school, and for some teachers and school staff, but certainly not all.
But I am also thinking of those of us who work throughout the year. We often take
our family vacations in the summer mainly because our children don’t have school. It’s an opportunity to visit
family or go see different parts of this country. A time to relax and disconnect and rejuvenate ourselves so that
we can go back into the world re-energized. And of course, here in Custer, we reap the benefits of all those
people who come here looking for Sabbath time of their own – those who come to enjoy God’s beauty here in
the Black Hills.
But how are you doing at getting regular Sabbath time? Beyond those two weeks vacation time you get from
work? How are you carving out Sabbath time every week? I know I have a difficult time with that. There’s
always something to do, someone to call or visit, a sermon to write. Even at home, there is always something
that needs cleaning, laundry to do, dinner to cook, and the list goes on and on.
There are always things that get in the way of taking time for ourselves. We often put others first, but then we
suffer for it. You know the directions we’re given on airplanes – put the oxygen mask on yourself first before
you help someone else.
God knows that we need to take time to re-connect with him and re-center our lives. When we get so caught up
in everything else in our lives and in the world rather than spending times with God, we lose our focus. I know
that when I am not attentive to my prayer life, I can tell the difference in my attitude – how I treat others and
how much more irritable I am. If you notice that, ask me if I’m taking Sabbath time!
That’s true for most of us. It’s so hard in our super busy lives, but I encourage all of us to stop and breathe and
spend time in worship and prayer – for yourself. Take Sabbath time – for yourself. (Please don’t take a Sabbath
from coming to church, though! J )
As we begin this beautiful time in God’s creation here in Custer, make sure to slow down, take a breath, and
truly feel God’s presence in and around you. Re-center yourself and focus on God. It will make a difference in
your life – I promise!
And encourage each other to do it, too. Let’s make this a summer of re-connecting with our Lord and Savior
Jesus the Christ. Thanks be to God for the opportunity to be in relationship with this amazing and loving God, in
such an amazing and beautiful place!
Blessings,
Pastor Pam

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗ Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
∗ Outdoor Landscaping
∗ Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
∗ Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Recent Memorials:
∗ Given to the glory of God and in memory of Frank Bryant from Mark & Bonnie Thompson for the lighting project
∗ Given to the glory of God and in memory of Frank Bryant from Rudy & Lois Anderson, Steve & Judy Baldwin, Mary Kay
Bitz, John & Diana Carson, JoAnn Evans, Don & Karen Kraus and Jim & Arbutus Winter

Thank You...
We are so grateful to the Prayer Chain members and all the other prayer warriors who lifted up our daughter, Maren
Neises, during her eight-week challenge of medical crises and long recovery. On a recent trip home, she was thankful
that she was able to meet some of the amazing, genuine people at CLF. Thank you!
~ Fred & Mary Rittberger

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, June 25th, 9:30 AM at CLF—Note time change—A brunch meeting!
HOSTESSES: Bonnie Thompson & Kathy Thoreson
PROGRAM: Larry Peterson will give information concerning the building of the Retreat Center at Woyatan in
Rapid City. He will also explain how it will be used
Hannah Fleming was our speaker at the May meeting. Hannah is the director of the Woyatan Reentry Services.
She explained all that is needed in order for a person who has been released from prison to successfully enter
back into society. The reentry services plays a large part in this process for folks returning to Rapid City.
Finding a place to live is a large part of that process. The Woyatan Reentry Services has purchased a house in
Rapid that they are working to set up so that they can rent it to folks that have gone through living in a half way
house and now need a more independent living situation. After listening to Hannah's description of what needs to
be done at the house, the ladies of W/ELCA gave $250 toward getting the house ready for occupants.
W/ELCA will be responsible for supplying Summer Sack Lunches to children who need them during the week of
June 18-22. We will pack the first round of lunches on Monday, June 18th at 9:00 AM in the church kitchen. Then
at 10:00 AM on the 18th, we will begin the annual cleaning of the kitchen. All are welcome to help with either or
both of these activities!
The quilting ladies don’t want to quit quilting for the summer! So quilting will continue at 9:00 AM on the first and
second Tuesday during June, July and August. Everyone is invited to participate in this outstanding outreach
program!
Bingo at Custer Senior Care—The first Friday of each month 4-5 people gather to call and help residents enjoy an
hour of Bingo from 2—3 PM. We welcome new people to join us! Any questions, please call Arbutus Winter, 673-5283.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

April—June Mission Project: WEAVE
ª
ª
ª
ª

Paper products – tissues, toilet paper
Shampoo, soaps, lotions
Feminine products
Laundry soap
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

— How About a Trip to Sioux Falls? —
Plan ahead CLF — for a visit to St Dysmas! This is the Lutheran Church located behind the walls of the State
Penitentiary. The date is set for Thursday, August 23rd. We will leave that morning and return the next day. We
will stay at the Hospitality House—a place where inmate families stay. The cost is a donation for their mission.
Please consider joining us in this important ministry. All you have to do to experience this worship service is to fill
out the paperwork, which can be found at the Welcome Center and return to the church office.
The completed paperwork MUST be returned to the church office by Thursday, August 2nd so that it can be
mailed to St Dysmas for processing. This is a must! If you have any questions, please contact the Sellevold’s at
673-5467 (h) or cell phones, 360-8963 or 360-8984.
The men of St Dysmas will give you a warm welcome that you will not soon forget!

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...

Funeral Work Groups ...

If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pam — pam_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Last year a sign-up sheet was at the Welcome
Center so that we could re-do our Funeral Work
Groups. Well, it apparently “grew legs” J because
we don’t know what happened to it. J
We are going to try and do this again...so, If you
would like to help with this ministry, please sign up!
If you have any questions, you can talk to either
Mickey Schlecht, Pat Hattervig, Arbutus Winter,
Barb Lewison or Donna in the office.
Thanks in advance!

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Pam: in office Tuesday—Friday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Tuesday Afternoon & Wednesday

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option
to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING”
link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled
donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At
this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions only, however you can set-up your
own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.

Volunteers Needed...
We are in need of volunteers to help with the Nursery and Sound System on Sunday mornings. Both positions involve
one Sunday a month at either the early or late service. The Sound System includes running the PowerPoint and
recording the sermon besides managing the Sound Board. Don’t worry though...we will train you on the sound system!!
If you are interested in helping with these two areas or have questions, please contact the church office.

2018 Budget thru April, 2018
2018 Actual

2018 Budget

$ Over Budget

% of Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Church Use Donations
Endowment Fund/Wed SPARK Kids
Total Income

$ 114,336.50
$
2,928.00
$
1,062.23
$
131.00
$
2,000.00
$ 120,457.73

$ 116,666.67
$
$
1,083.00
$
$
$ 117,749.67

$
$
$
$
$
$

(2,330.17)

98.0%

(20.77)

98.1%

2,708.06

102.3

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 30,217.79
$
4,005.94
$
3,087.82
$ 16,310.00
$ 64,005.33
$ 117,626.88

$ 33,807.33
$
3,922.22
$
4,322.23
$ 14,540.34
$ 63,627.00
$ 120,219.12

$
$
$
$
$
$

(3,589.54)
83.72
(1,234.41)
1,769.66
378.33
(2,592.24)

89.4%
102.1%
71.4%
112.2%
100.6%
97.8%
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
I hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful weather we have been having. Remember how important it is to wear
sunscreen and clothing to protect you from the bad effects of the sun such as skin cancer, which is on the rise, as
well as aging our skin. Also be aware when hiking through long grass and rock as we do have snakes, especially
rattlesnakes. We are fortunate to not have many mosquitoes but still be aware of symptoms of West Nile Virus.
Some, but not all, can cause flu-like symptoms, fatigue, confusion, difficulty walking and if serious enough can lead
to paralysis with possible long term effects. I recall when I worked in a specialty hospital in Sioux Falls, we would
have a number of patients with severe cases which were devastating. We do have the species of mosquitoes in
our region that carry the virus. Just to remind you that our Health Ministry Team has a informational table in the
Narthex, and this month our focus is on Diabetes. The numbers are rising and with more cases of young children
developing type 2 diabetes. We also have info on type 1 diabetes which has a different cause with special treatment, typically affecting younger children. Healthy Body, Healthy Spirit... Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse

MENTAL HEALTH...
I was just reading in the paper that new training for first responders and law enforcement has begun to
recognize and manage those with mental illness. This a great new beginning! This is a beginning of a culture of
understanding and recognizing the need for dealing with someone who is mentally disturbed or incompetent. More
of this needs to happen. I also read a few weeks ago about the poor staffing issues plaguing the State Mental
Institution in Yankton. This is the only state run facility that can handle longer term placement and treatment.
Because of the staffing issues, at least one person has died. It shouldn’t have happened, but also a part of me
can understand the problem. Without the right leadership and training in a facility, staff will burn out. Now when
you are talking about hospital staffing, if the numbers are not there to properly take care of the patients, the system
will fail. The staff that man the units must pick up that slack and end up caring for more than they possibly can
safely do. It becomes overwhelming and that leads to more staff leaving. I also find that having one institution in
our state is underserving our population, especially in the western region. People get placed hundreds of miles
away from the support they need, family. We must continue to push for better treatment of those with Mental
Illness. Healthy Mind, Healthy Spirit...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse

What is AmazonSmile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the
purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from nearly one million organizations to support.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile?
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You
may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at
AmazonSmile.
How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations
from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase
you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. CLF is registered as one of the charitable organizations...
any donations we receive will go towards additional mission support.
How much of my purchase does Amazon donate?
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. The
purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-wrapping fees,
taxes, or service charges. From time to time, we may offer special, limited time promotions that increase the donation
amount on one or more products or services or provide for additional donations to charitable organizations. Special
terms and restrictions may apply.
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Justin Doyle
The Holy Trinity
I believe that God is indeed the father almighty, and that He alone is creator of the Heavens and Earth. I also
believe that He is my only God, and that I have no others before him. While there are many respectable religions,
Christianity is the only one for me.
I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s only son, messiah, and savior of the people. I believe that he committed the
ultimate sacrifice, not suicide, but to give himself up for the greater good. Although Jesus did suffer, it is important
to remember that he also did good deeds in his lifetime. From restoring sight to the blind to exorcising demons,
Jesus did more than his part in the world.
I believe that the Holy Spirit fills our lives with the presence of God and the holy essence of justice and
righteousness. The Holy Spirit comes into our lives and makes us whole. We are never truly alone with the Holy
Spirit as our guide.

Everything Else
I believe that Baptism is the first step in a person’s faith journey, no matter what age it is performed. Even though it
feels like forever ago that I was baptized, in reality, it was only fourteen years ago. Although this amount of time
has passed, the mark of Christ feels new, and I have a feeling it will stay that way.
I believe that Holy Communion is necessary to renew and remind Christians of their faith and keep them on their
journey, representing the body and the blood. Communion embodies Christ’s sacrifice so long ago.
Being a Christian and a teenager has turned out to be a profession in itself. For one thing, our age group gets
roped in to help with every fundraiser imaginable, making us basically slaves. All jokes aside, being a teenage
Christian means that I have a responsibility to keep the Church young, alive, and healthy.
I also believe that the Church helps me make better decisions. In everyday situations I tend to ask the age old
question, what would Jesus do? I obviously make mistakes, but I think I tend to do pretty well overall. I work hard
to get all my assignments done in school and earn good grades. I try to be a good uncle to my nephew. I respect
my elders and those in positions of authority.
I hope that I can use the skills that I have learned in my congregation in my everyday life, and try to solve my
problems without using violence, to turn the other cheek.

Revelation 21:6
“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water
of life, freely.”
This illustrates the fact that God is my one and only.

Kellyn Kortemeyer
I believe that God created heaven and earth. I believe He brought Jesus to the earth. I think that He is there to talk
to when life gets hard and when no one is there for you.
I believe that Jesus is God’s son. Jesus died on the cross so that our sins can be forgiven.
I believe the Holy Spirit is a spirit that is a guide and helps you go in the right direction in life. I don’t think that he is
a real person, but a spirit.
I believe that God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are present everywhere. We just need to take the time to find them
or feel them in our surroundings. When we are at church, it’s pretty easy to find them because they are a topic in
all the songs, in the sermon, and in the readings. However, seeing God in everyday life can be challenging. I
know that He is there, I just need to slow down enough to realize it.
I believe that when you get baptized, you get washed up into God’s world and start a new chapter. I believe that
we are all born sinners. Through baptism, those sins are forgiven and we are given the promise of everlasting
salvation.
Holy Communion uses bread and wine to symbolize the body and blood shed by Jesus. It is given to us so that
we may have forgiveness of sins and the promise of going to heaven when we die.
(continued next page)
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Kellyn Kortemeyer continued...
Too many people in today’s society don’t have their faith to rely on, so they make bad choices. When I hear about
people hurting other people or themselves I can only imagine that they believe that that is the best way to relieve
their pain. I am thankful I am a Christian in today’s world. Because I know I can always rely on God when there is
nobody there for me in hard times.
As a church member, I can help participate in the church services by being a greeter, an usher, a reader, or a
communion server. I can give my time through helping in the nursery, or helping in the kitchen. As a future
member of the RAP group, I will attend mission trips, help with firewood and participate in community service
projects. In the wider community, I can be kind and helpful. I can help the needy by donating clothes and money.
My favorite bible verse comes from Joshua Chapter 1, Verse 9: “I hereby command you: Be strong and
courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
There are many obstacles in life. God is there to help and guide you through them. Remember to always have
faith in him and your abilities.
As I’ve traveled this faith journey, there have been many people who’ve help me along the way. I’d like to thank
my mentor, Becky Black for listening to me and giving me support throughout the past three years. I’d also like to
thank my Aunt Nici and Uncle Jason for being my godparents. Even though they live 8 hours from me, I know that
they love and support me. To Justin, Kelley and Eva, I’d like to thank them for all the laughs and memories made
during this journey. And to my family, Mom, Dad, Alex and AJ, thanks for always being there for me and keeping
me humble.

Eva Studt
So, I did write this in my speech because I knew when I got up here the first few words would be hard to get out,
so please, bear with me.
My faith journey has been, well, amazing. It’s been fun, exciting, at some points, boring [sorry, just being honest;
after all, it’s bad to lie in church], and of course, an emotional roller coaster. I want to thank my amazing mentor
Cozy Dorton, my pastor, my fellow 8th graders, Phil, my church community, their support, and my strong family for
helping me getting to this point and being with me along the way. From Justin making sure to keep things
‘interesting’ during class, to Kellyn’s endless giggles, it’s been a wild ride. In this journey, I can say that I have
learned many things, but the most important lesson I’ve learned is everything is temporary, except change and
God. For God is infinite, for God is forever.
When I was asked to state what I believe about God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, I was stumped. There were so
many ways to approach such a big question. Then I remembered something one of my classmates had
mentioned: God’s not fair. What he meant by that is God’s not fair in a sense that if He was and gave us what we
all really deserved, we would all be in endless suffering. I believe this, and because I do believe this, I also believe
in God’s amazing grace. I believe he has given me all that I have and made me all that I am to this day. I believe
that God created the heavens, Earth, universe, and all who have been a witness to it.
As I said before, my faith journey has been an emotional roller coaster. Before my confirmation journey started,
my mom was diagnosed with breast cancer. Worrying me from the time she was diagnosed, she was strong.
Then, she was diagnosed with a brain tumor this November, and just recently, I lost my Great Grandmother. This
has not only tested my faith every step of the way, but has lead me to believe God has let things happen to my
family not to draw us apart, but to bring us closer together. It has helped me to accept and understand change. It
has also taught me not to hide my demons, but to live above them. I say this referring to my insecurities, fears,
and imperfections that I learned about during these scary times in my life. On the upside of that, we have to be
broken for light to shine through, right?
I believe that Jesus is God’s one and only son who died on the cross for my sins, but he did not die in vain.
I believe he is seated at the right hand of the father and comes to judge the living and the dead. I believe the Holy
Spirit is the spirit of God that has been with me since my first breath. I believe he goes head of me to guide me
and clears my head when I am troubled. I believe the Holy Spirit is within me and I believe I thrive knowing so.
(continued next page)

PAGE 10

Faith Papers

CROSSROADS

Eva Studt continued...
When I think about baptism, the first thing that comes to mind is water. Water being pure, I believe that we not only
use it to signify God’s purity, but him in general. In many ways, I believe God is like water. He has the power to
bring total destruction but decides to be calm and peaceful as still water. Water is also essential for life. Many may
disagree, but I believe God is essential for happiness, peace, and life itself. I believe that being baptized as a child
is like God’s shield until we are older, when some people decide to be baptized again when it’s their turn to say yes
to their faith.
What Holy Communion means to me was by far one of my favorites to answer. It reminded me of our very first
lesson when Yvonne taught us to lick roofs of our mouths before we ate the communion wafer so they wouldn’t
stick. Not only that but the sour faces we made after tasting the white wine. I believe that Holy Communion
represents the last super on the night in which Jesus Christ was betrayed. I believe it represents the body and
blood of the savior which are given to us as a reminder of what he gave for us. It is a reminder of how much both
God and Jesus gave for us and love us.
Being a teenager in today’s world means to be a zombie from lack of sleep, being annoyed at pretty much
everything, being smelly almost all the time, and series of probably saying “It’s not a phase, Mom”. But it’s also a
time of stress in finding out who you are, where your happy place is, and who the people are that make you happy.
This is a teenager’s life, and I think the only way I got through it was because I had God. Having God gave me
something to believe in, even if I didn’t believe in myself or my family at some points. It gave me someone that sat
in the back of my mind guarding my thoughts. Being a teen, we’re hard on ourselves and we often think less of
ourselves. With God, it makes it easy because at the end of every day I get to give him my “big bag of humanness”
and give all my problems to him.
Being a teenager also means peer pressure. Pressure to do things we know are wrong, but if you want to fit in,
whatever the cool kids do that goes, you do. This includes using the Lord’s name in vain. I don’t want to come up
here and be hypocritical, but I want to state that I know what I’m doing is wrong.
My faith very strongly affects my relations with people, friendships, thoughts, and everyday choices. I try to ask
myself in almost every situation, “What would God think of this? What would He want me to do?”
I have often found it very hard to have relationships with people who are against God and Christianity. These past
three years have showed me that even though God wishes that these people would let Him into their lives, he still
loves them as his children. Also meaning I should not treat them any different or love them any less than anyone
else I have relationships with. It has also helped me realized that having or not having God can very much affect
the way someone thinks and makes choices. My journey has shown me that my reaction to current events that
involve shootings or bombings, etc., is strongly affected by my faith because what I am reacting to is not God. It is
an evil combination of reality, humanity, sin, and the devil.
Personally, I am happy to say that so far, I have plenty memories and opportunities of singing for this wonderful
church community. Often times with my sister or my good friend Kelley. I hope to continue doing so to spread
smiles and to “make a joyful noise unto the Lord” according to Psalm 98 verse 4.
I have been told I have a gift for running, and even if their wrong, I can still run. So from this day forward, I want to
dedicate all my running to people around the world who can’t. Even though it may not change their situation, it can
change their perspective of their situations.
I also have a passion for art and expressing myself through it. I believe that you don’t have to be a master painter
or drawer to be proud of your work or use it. Art is used for many things and can also be used to help with many
things. I believe people are like the artwork of God. We aren’t perfect, but artwork wasn’t meant to be perfect. It
was meant to make you feel something.
I have been inspired by a lot of the women in our church and my elders in general who continue to keep the arts
alive. Whether it is music, quilting, or painting, it makes me want to create something and get more involved. I hope
to do so in the near future to not only help the church, but my also community in some way.
My favorite bible verse comes from Proverbs chapter 31 verse 25 reading: “She is clothed in strength & dignity, and
she laughs without fear of the future.”
This being the church that I grew up in, no words can describe how much it means to me in so many different
ways, and not only the church, but the people in it. Any of you that know you have helped me in any kind of small
or life changing way, I want to thank you. I want to thank my Mom and Dad for keeping their promises.
(continued next page)
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Eva Studt continued...
I want to thank all of my Grandparents, all of my Aunts and Uncles, and a special thanks to my Uncle Jess, my
Aunt Amy, and I know she’s not here right now, but also to my Aunt Cindy for being my Godparents and teaching
me so much throughout my life in general. All of you have taught me so much through your years of experience,
and I hope to continue to learn from you.
I hope to continue my faith journey with the Rap group and being more involved with the church. Thank you for
your time.

Kelley Wicks
My name is Kelley Wicks and I’m going to be confirmed. I’ve been in confirmation for three years, and in those
three years I’ve learned so much about God, my religion, and myself; with some fun with all of these guys. I hope
to use this knowledge to spread the word of God throughout our community and potentially the world, and be a
better version of myself.
There are many things I believe about God. First of all, I believe that he created the universe, the Earth, and
everything/everyone in between. I believe that God loves ALL of us. Our minds can’t even comprehend how much
God loves us. He sacrificed his own son to show how much he loves us. He loves everyone. No matter what kind
of demographics a person might possess, he loves us all. I also believe that God forgives us for all of our sins.
Even though we sometimes mess up pretty bad in our lives, he will forgive us no matter what. Another thing that I
believe about God is that he has a plan for all of us. When life gets tough and something bad happens to us, it’s
just a blessing in disguise. I don’t think God puts us through bad things on purpose, but I believe that when we go
through challenging times, we can become stronger if we trust and have faith in God.
There are many things I believe about Jesus as well. Like God, Jesus loves everyone/everything no matter what.
Our minds can’t comprehend how much Jesus loves us either. He died on the cross for us, because he loves us
that much. I believe that he is our savior who saved us from all of our sins. Unlike God, I believe that Jesus wasn’t
perfect, almost, but not quite. I know you all are thinking that Jesus is God’s son, how can he not be perfect? It’s
because he was human. Every human being that has ever lived isn’t perfect. Even if they can walk on water or fed
hundreds of people with few fish and loaves of bread, they are not perfect. Another thing I believe about Jesus is
that he is my rock and everyone’s rock. He is our strength and our shield, and in him our hearts should trust.
The Holy Spirit was a very hard concept for me in this paper, but I came to a conclusion about what I believe
about the Holy Spirit. First of all, everyone says that God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are the same thing, but I don’t
think that. I believe that God created the universe, the Earth, and everyone/everything in between, which I said
before, and that God created Jesus as his son. So, I believe that they are different things, but I believe that the
Holy Spirit is God and Jesus combined. I believe that God and Jesus come down to Earth to help us through the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is always here, around us, and with us.
Baptism is a wonderful thing that I think is important. I think it’s most important for the parents because that’s
when the parents promise to place the scriptures in their child’s hands. God created all living things and continues
to do so, but baptism just allows the parents to show that they want their children to officially be a part of God’s
Kingdom. The God that I believe in, doesn’t let children who die before they’re baptized go to Hell. God
understands that it’s not the child’s fault or parents’ fault that the child died before the child’s baptism, and loves
us enough that he wouldn’t do such a thing. Also, when we get baptized we get baptized with water. I believe that
every time we wash our face or take a shower, we should remember our baptism and how we are renewed and
purified with the holy water.
Holy Communion is a very important aspect of our religion as well. It’s important because we remember that Jesus
loved us so much that he sacrificed his life for us so our sins would be saved. We also remember that even
though he knew he was going to die the next day, he still celebrated his life with his disciples. We drink the wine
because it symbolizes the blood that was shed when Jesus was crucified, which should be remembered with a
grateful heart. We eat the bread because it symbolizes the body that was shed when Jesus was crucified, which
should also be remembered with a grateful heart.
(continued next page)
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Kelley Wicks continued...
Being a teenager and a Christian in today’s society is not as easy as you might think. Teenagers these days think
it is “cool” to not be a good Christian by saying oh my (you know what) and more things like that. When we are
teenagers, we try to do everything to be popular or “cool”. So when we hear all the “cool” people say things or do
things that are against God’s Word, we do it too to be “cool”. I don’t know about you, but I think that’s pretty
uncool.
Faith has a very big impact on my decisions, relationships, and reaction to current events. Faith impacts my
decisions because it helps me decide to have a grateful heart, trust God, try and live how God wants me to, be
who God wants me to be, be there for people when they need it, and treat others the way I want to be treated.
Faith impacts my relationships because I try to avoid negative people, but instead be around the people that keep
me happy and grateful for life. It also helps me pick relations with people who share my same values of religion
and life. My sister, Machelle, and I don’t have the best sister relationship, but I put my faith in God that we will
work things out and that he will help us to strengthen our relationship. Another way that my faith impacts my
relationships is that I try my best to be a good friend, sister, daughter, and overall just a good person to everyone.
Faith also has a major impact on my reaction to current events. When I see all of the current events on the news
or social media, it devastates me that I come across school shootings, racism, political issues, war, sexual assault,
and many other things that shouldn’t even have to be mentioned. When I see all of those things, I realize that
people aren’t living by God’s Word, and that’s not how he wants us to live. He wants us to work together, love
each other, and just treat each other like we are all human beings. I have faith, that one day, this can be achieved.
But every once in a while, I see something in current events like young people recycling, people standing up
against racism and sexual assault, or people making stuffed animals for kids who suffer from cancer which makes
me smile brighter than the sun. When I see those positive amazing things that people are doing, and it helps me
believe that we are one day closer to achieving greatness.
Everyone has gifts that they possess, including me, and I hope to use my gifts to help the church and the wider
community. Some people say that I’m a good singer, and I hope that with my singing I can spread love, joy, and
the word of God. My mother told me told me that I have a big heart. I hope to use this gift to help people in need,
be there for people who need it, church and community project, and (I know this might sound a little cheesy) I
would love to change something in the world. A great gift that I have is that I’m pretty comfortable in front of people
while singing, speaking, acting, etc. I hope that I can use this gift to spread God’s message, speak to make a
positive change, and help people be a good Christian.
My favorite Bible verse is Philippians 4:13 which says,” I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
This illustrates my faith because I believe that nothing is impossible as long as you have Christ by your side to
give you strength when you’re weak I say it to myself before every game or race to build my confidence. I’ve been
suffering from a basketball back/neck injury that happened back in December and a re-injury in late January. It’s
been very hard to think if the pain will ever get better and if I will be able to do things the way I used to, so I say
this verse to help remind myself that I will heal and that Christ will give me strength to do what is impossible for
me.
Everything that I’ve said in this paper is a result of personal experiences that have shaped into the person I am
today, and the person that I will become. I’d like to thank my family for always telling to be positive no matter what
you’re going through, be the best/kindest person you can be, believing in me when no one else did, and many
more things that would take me hours to list. I’d like to thank my mentor, Casey Trandem, for putting up with me
for three years through this journey, helping me to be a better person, giving me lots of laughs/great advice,
strengthening my faith with God, telling me to be who I am no matter what anybody else thinks, and telling me that
I CAN make a difference in the world. I’d also like to thank my pastors that I’ve had all throughout this journey.
Yvonne was such a big part of this whole thing. She really helped me to understand and connect with God, Jesus,
and the Holy Spirit. She gave me many laughs and so much advice that will help me in the long run. Many long
confirmation classes and lots of jolly ranchers later, she has definitely been a huge part of this journey and helped
to be a better version of myself. Even though he is not a pastor now, Phil was such a great confirmation teacher. I
would like to thank him because he helped me learn so much about my religion, answered lots of questions, and
gave us a lots of laughs. Pastor Pam, even though I haven’t known you for that long, you’ve given me so much
advice that I thank you for, and I’m so glad that you are our pastor. Finally, I like to thank all of these guys, (look
towards Kellyn, Eva, and Justin) for making me laugh to the point where I literally fell off my chair, giving me so
many memories I will never forget, and being great friends that I can hopefully have for life.
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Council Minutes – May 15, 2018
Treasurer’s Report — Members of the council reviewed the treasurer’s report which was submitted by Joy. She
outlined the 3 categories which were under-budgeted and then noted that these were off-set by the expenditures
which were under-budget so far. Discussion of increased electricity expenditures was held with Joy volunteering
her husband, Elmer, to review energy audit.

Unfinished Business:
² Thrivent Choice — $71.00 had been contributed to CLF from the Choice Dollars through Thrivent Choice for
a total of $1,017. No action taken.
² Attendance/Financial Statistics – were reviewed.
² Council sign-up for campfire worships – Sign-ups are proceeding. The first campfire worship was
well-attended.
² Risers Carpeting Update – The risers have been removed from the building with carpet to be completed on
these within the next couple of days. The bid for this was $2,500.00 to be taken out of Capital Improvement
funds.
² Relationship with Edgemont Church – has proceeded with plans for Pastor Pam and 3 council members to
meet with president and some other council members of Edgemont church in the near future.
² Care & Share — Obtaining members to carry out Sunday chores has become difficult. After discussion, Rex
volunteered to give a temple talk on June 3rd and a white board or projector slide of upcoming week’s
opportunities will be added.

New Business:
² Membership Changes— Add – Ann Hamilton from Our Redeemer Lutheran, Custer; Transfer – Anna
Pickford to First Presbyterian, Brookings, SD; Matthew, Miriam, Lucas & Gavin Padilla to St James Lutheran,
Redding, CA
² New Desk for Office Administrator—Rex moved, it was seconded and council approved the expenditure of
$500-600 from Capital Improvement Funds to replace the desk. M/S/A
² LSS Capital Campaign—Pastor Pam has been in contact with the LSS representative who is promoting a
campaign to improve a number of facilities throughout the state. A presentation during the month of
September is proposed.
² Parsonage Fence—After discussion, this project has been referred to parsonage committee for clarification.
Hopes are for sooner rather than later building of the fence.
² Hallelujah Hooligans—This musical group will be contacted as a possible summer program depending upon
their needs for reimbursement.

Committee & Ministry Team Reports:
² Health Ministry – There is currently a project on Diabetes with information available on a table.
² Mutual Ministry—Pastor Pam noted this committee had met and all was well.
² Property—Paul recommended waiting until next fiscal year to refinance the building loan as the budget
picture will be more presentable.
² Social Ministry—Brad reported that the group will plan to meet next month. Plans for “God’s Work. Our
Hands.” will be made for early September.
² W/ELCA— Some quilting is currently being done.
² Worship & Music—Organizing continues to be ongoing.

Congratulations
Seniors!
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
2 Pentecost
Friday, June 1: Psalm 103:1-13, 22; Ezekiel 16:44-52; 2 Peter 1:1-11
Saturday, June 2: Psalm 103:1-13, 22; Ezekiel 16:53-63; John 7:53—8:11
Sunday, June 3: Psalm 81:1-10; Deuteronomy 5:12-15; 2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Mark 2:23—3:6
Monday, June 4: Psalm 45:6-17; Hosea 3:1-5; 2 Corinthians 1:23 –2:11
Tuesday, June 5: Psalm 45:6-17; Hosea 14:1-9; 2 Corinthians 11:1-15
Wednesday, June 6: Psalm 45:6-17; Isaiah 62:1-5; John 3:22-36
3 Pentecost
Thursday, June 7: Psalm 130; Isaiah 28:9-13; 1 Peter 4:7-19
Friday, June 8: Psalm 130; Deuteronomy 1:34-40; 2 Corinthians 5:1-5
Saturday, June 9: Psalm 130; Genesis 2:4b-14; Luke 8:4-15
Sunday, June 10: Psalm 130; Genesis 38-15; 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1; Mark 3:20-35
Monday, June 11: Psalm 74; 1 Samuel 16:14-23; Revelation 20:1-6
Tuesday, June 12: Psalm 74; 1 Kings 18:17-40; Revelation 20:7-15
Wednesday, June 13: Psalm 74; Isaiah 26:16—27:1; Luke 11:14-28
4 Pentecost
Thursday, June 14: Psalm 92;1-4, 12-15; Genesis 3:14-24; Hebrews 2:5-9
Friday, June 15: Psalm 92;1-4, 12-15; 1 Kings 10:26—11:8; Hebrews 11:4-7
Saturday, June 16: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15; 2 Kings 14:1-14; Mark 4:1-20
Sunday, June 17: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15; Ezekiel 17:22-24; 2 Corinthians 5:6-13; Mark 4:36-34
Monday, June 18: Psalm 52; Ezekiel 31:1-12; Galatians 6:11-18
Tuesday, June 19: Psalm 52; Jeremiah 21:11-14; Revelation 21:22—22:5
Wednesday, June 20: Psalm 52; Jeremiah 22:1-9; Luke 6:43-45
5 Pentecost
Thursday, June 21: Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32; Job 29:1-20; Acts 20:1-16
Friday, June 22: Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32; Job 29:21—30:15; Acts 21:1-16
Saturday, June 23: Psalm 107: 1-3, 23-32
Sunday, June 24: Psalm 141; Malachi 3:1-4; Acts 13:13-26; Luke 1:57-80 or
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32; Job 38:1-11; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41
Monday, June 25: Psalm 65; Exodus 7:14-24; Acts 27:13-38
Tuesday, June 26: Psalm 65; Exodus 9:13-35; Acts 27:39-44
Wednesday, June 27: Psalm 65;; Joshua 10:1-4; Mark 6:45-52
6 Pentecost
Thursday, June 28: Psalm 30; Lamentations 1:16-22; 2 Corinthians 7:2-16
Friday, June 29: Psalm 30; Lamentations 2:1-12; 2 Corinthians 8:1-7
Saturday, June 30: Psalm 30; Lamentations 2:18-22; Luke 4:31-37
Sunday, July 1: Psalm 30; Lamination 3:22-33; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43
Monday, July 2 : Psalm 88; Leviticus 21:1-15; 2 Corinthians 8:16-24
Tuesday, July 3: Psalm 88; Leviticus 15:19-31; 2 Corinthians 9:1-5
Wednesday, July 4: Psalm 88; 2 Kings 20:1-11; Mark 9:14-29

RAP Group News...
RAP Group Heads to Houston for National Youth Gathering
The RAP Group would like to thank the congregation for all their encouragement and support! We are excited and
a little nervous about attending an event with over 30,000 other youth! The group is looking forward to four days of
service projects, speakers, workshops and time with the youth of other congregations. There will be a send off
commissioning ceremony on Sunday, June 24th, during the service. The quilt drawing will follow after the service.
Hope to see you there!
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Pamela Power
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretary: Ann Snow
Treasurer: Joy Smolnisky
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

