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Our Fifth Annual “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday!
We are so excited that once again this year CLF will be participating in a
nation-wide Day of Service in our community. ELCA churches from around
the country will be a visible witness of the faith on Sunday, September 9th
as members step outside of the church doors and into the community to
serve our neighbors. Our Fifth Annual “GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.”
Sunday will be held on September 9th.
Our focus this year will be on service projects that benefit our community.
Our plans include – Trash Pick Up around Stockade Lake as well as in
ditches along the road into the town of Custer, College & Military Care
Packages (see article below) , Quilting, Assisting our shut-ins with home
projects, Nursing Home visits & service and Assembling birthday
celebration bags for persons at the W.E.A.V.E. shelter.
We will begin with worship at 9:30 AM. After the service – we will be sent out
to do God’s Work. There will be sack lunches to assemble and take to our
work projects. Upon completion of the projects – we will return to CLF at 12:30
PM for a Make-Your-Own Ice Cream Sundae Bar and a special awards
program. We will have a lot of fun prizes to give away. This is great fun for
everyone!
We encourage you to wear your bright yellow “God’s Work. Our Hands.”
T-shirts. We will have additional shirts available for the low, low price of $7.00
OR wear your Thrivent T-shirt on that day. Let’s have people really see us in
the community!

College/Military Care Packages...
As part of “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday, we will be putting together College & Military Care packages. A
sign-up sheet is at the Welcome Center for items needed—there are still a few items that we still need. Please
sign up to bring items so we can brighten up the day of our young people.
Parents – I need your help! If you have a child who is in college or serving in the military, please call (673-4691)
or email us at clf@gwtc.net to give us their mailing address. We need this information before Sunday, September
9th. We want to make sure everyone receives a package! Thank for your help!

Backpack Blessing on September 9th!

For students of all ages! Brink your backpacks to worship on Sunday, September 9th at 9:30 AM and be blessed!
We will be blessing your backpacks differently this year. The congregation will have the opportunity to write
blessings that will then be put into your backpacks. So come, write a blessing, receive a blessing and go blessed!
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THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
The Christian Book Study group meets weekly on Thursday mornings. The group gathers in the Fireside Room from
9:30 to 11:30 AM. There are always coffee and treats provided by group members. We read aloud from the book we
have selected, so you do not have to read or prepare ahead of time! The reading is interrupted regularly with
questions, comments, laughter, challenging thoughts and reflections, faith and life stories. It is a fun, free-flowing
discussion.
We are currently reading Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People by Nadia Bolz-Weber. In this book,
the author stubbornly, sometimes hilariously, resists the God she feels called to serve. But God keeps showing up in
the least likely of people—a church-loving agnostic, a drag queen, a felonious Bishop and a gun-toting member of the
NRA Books are available or you can share one with the group. Hope to see you there!

Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast/Book Study...

will resume in September. For September, we will meet on the third Saturday, September 15th, rather than the
second Saturday. In October, we will go back to the second Saturday of the month. We meet from 8 to 10 AM in the
Fireside Room at CLF. Breakfast will be served then we will watch and discuss a NOOMA DVD. Come to one, or
come to all...no book required! If you have any questions contact Allen Canete at 673-3753.

LET’S GET NOISY!
The “Noisy Offering” continues every month on the second Sunday of each month. For the month of
September, it is September 9th. During the summer months, our Noisy Offering went to the Emmaus
Road Ministries program in Colombia. Emmaus provides scholarships for students throughout all
levels of education, support social development programs (ex. teaching skills, providing meals, etc)
and provide training opportunities for leaders in the church. The total raised was $400.52.
Starting with the September offering, a new mission will be chosen for the school year. Your spare change does
make a difference. Thanks so much!

Join us for a Ladies Bible Study Starting in September...
The ladies of CLF are forming a new weekly Bible Study Group which will begin meeting Thursday, September 20th
at 5:30 PM in the CLF Fireside Room. The group welcomes area women of any age or denomination who wish to
explore and ponder the Bible together.
Our first study guide will be Women of the New Testament—we have ordered booklets for participants. If you would
like to give this type of “lay-led” group study a try or just want more information - please call or e-mail Joy Smolnisky
at 605-929-1244 or smolniskyjoy@gmail.com.

Financial Peace University Class

Beginning on Sunday afternoon, September 16th at 4:30 PM, Custer Lutheran Fellowship will be hosting a Financial
Peace University class. FPU classes meet for around an hour and a half each week for nine weeks. You and your
friends are invited to be a part of this course.
We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God's ways of handling
money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical,
practical steps to get from where you are to where you've dreamed you could be. This plan will show you how to get
rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and much more!
For more information on the class please look online at www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/ or contact Duane Martinz.
Lesson 1: Super Saving Common Sense for Your Dollars and Cents
Lesson 2: Relating With Money Nerds and Free Spirits Unite!
Lesson 3: Cash Flow Planning The Nuts and Bolts of Budgeting
Lesson 4: Dumping Debt Breaking the Chains of Debt
Lesson 5: Buyer Beware The Power of Marketing on Your Buying Decisions
Lesson 6: The Role of Insurance Protecting Your Health, Family and Finances
Lesson 7:Retirement and College Planning Mastering the Alphabet Soup of Investing
Lesson 8: Real Estate and Mortgages Keeping the American Dream From Becoming a Nightmare
Lesson 9: The Great Misunderstanding Unleashing the Power of Generous Giving

Colombia
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Colombia Mission Trip...
We were so blessed to have Pastor Natanael Lizarazo in worship in August! He shared some of the ministries he is
involved in and that we support in Colombia. There was a lot of excitement during his visit and his discussion after
worship. One aspect of that excitement in supporting the church in Colombia will be collecting supplies for them.
Look for information in this newsletter about the specific items needed. Another exciting idea that came from Pastor
Natanael’s presence is that of mission trips. CLF has gone on many mission trips in years past to the church in
Bogota, but has not gone on one recently. Pastor Pam and Pastor Larry Petersen will be working on gathering
information on a mission trip in the not-too-distant future. Please let either of them know if you would be interested
in participating in a mission trip to Bogota. What exciting opportunities to renew, strengthen, and grow our
relationship with the Lutheran Church in Colombia!

Dear Pastor Pam and Missionary People of God at Custer Lutheran Fellowship:
Joyful and thankful greetings to all and each one of you here from New Braunfels, Texas.
We take this opportunity to formally and publicly express our heartfelt gratitude to you Pastor Pam as well as to the
whole congregation of Custer Lutheran Fellowship for the gracious hospitality, warm welcome and joyful
celebration which you made possible during the short but fruitful time Barbara and I were among you.
Thank you as well for the awesome privilege you gave me (Natanael) to preach and to dance to the joyful and
diverse rhythms of the wonderful worship service we shared. The presence and blessing of Outlaw Ranch and its
staff added so much vitality and joy to worship. Thank you for involving the Colombian youth serving with Outlaw
Ranch with distribution of Holy Communion, for providing an extra opportunity to have shared conversation after
worship and for the generous free will offering of $575.00 which will become the seed money for the Evangelism &
Mission Endowment Fund for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia. We equally felt deeply honored to be
present for the celebration of the life & legacy of beloved Marlys whom we bid farewell as Christian community. All
in all, many reasons to celebrate and uplift together God's provision, generosity, faithfulness and ongoing mission.
We thank you in the name of Christ!
Quoting Native American Bishop Charleston when he said that "relationships cannot be made warm in the
microwave of quick encounters", with fresh joy and thanksgiving we celebrate the ongoing mission relationships
Custer Lutheran Fellowship has with God's people in Colombia, relationships now spanning over 27 years. Your
prayers, your sustained mission generosity, your personal visits to Colombia, your welcoming hospitality when
members of your sister congregation of San Pablo have visited you, all form a rich kaleidoscope of blessings,
inspiration and profound gratitude! Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
As fresh interest emerges to organize a mission trip to Colombia, I will be delighted to provide information, help in
any way and facilitate all necessary logistics. Seeing with your own eyes, feeling with your own heart are the best
ways to experience the legacy of your most faithful mission generosity. I will send again the brief video from your
sister congregation of San Pablo which Pastor Jairo sent so that others would have opportunity to hear directly
from San Pablo. I will also include a digital version of our most recent brochure for Emmaus Road Ministries.
Again, thank you Pastor Pam for welcoming us and please share our gratitude with Custer Lutheran Fellowship.
With heartfelt missionary joy & thanksgiving,
Pastor Natanael Lizarazo
Missionary Serving with the Emmaus Road Foundation, Emmaus Road Ministries
& the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia.

materials needed in Colombia...
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Construction Paper
Colored Pencils
Scissors
Pens & Pencils
Christian Stickers
There is a box on the cart in the Narthex for you to put the supplies.
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Transformational Ministry...
At our last meeting, the CLF congregational council voted to approve entering
into a Transformational Ministry process. This process, which is centered in
Bible study, prayer, and fellowship, will be an exciting and ongoing part of CLF’s
mission and ministry. As this process begins, I am putting together a leadership
team that will be active in the design, implementation, and evaluation of the transformational ministry
process in our congregation.
This is a journey for the formation of a disciple community - a committed community of Christ’s followers.
It is a journey that indicates a transformation – a shaping of the congregation into new possibilities for
mission and ministry in our congregation, our community, and the world. Transformational Ministry is an
exciting opportunity for CLF to become centered in our identity (Who are we?); discern our purpose (Why
are we here?); and re-root ourselves in our community (Who is our neighbor?) which will lead us to a
Mission Plan.
Every member of CLF will be invited to participate in this process in a variety of ways – through large and
small gatherings, in Bible study and prayer, in conversation and events. But this is not simply another
strategic planning process. Rather, we will engage each other in discerning God’s calling, taking seriously
the cultural context we live in, and discover life together in a community of faith that is formed by the Holy
Spirit. And this is a learning journey of spiritual depth. As brothers and sisters in Christ, Transformational
Ministry will challenge us to experience Christian community in new ways that will move CLF forward in the
mission and ministry that God is calling us to live out in the coming years.
The Transformational Ministry Leadership Team will begin meeting in September. We anticipate this
process will be 9 – 12 months. Please keep the leadership team in your prayers as they work and pray and
study together. Their efforts will help CLF focus on what God is doing today and what God may be calling
us to be about in the future.
This is an exciting time for us at CLF! I invite all of us to embrace our gifts and calling as God’s beloved
children throughout this process! Who knows what amazing things God has planned for us!
If you have any questions or concerns, please come visit with me about them.
Blessings!
Pastor Pam

Please notify Pastor Pam when:
ü There is a hospitalization in your family
ü There is a death in your family
ü You would like a pastoral visit
ü There is a birth or adoption
ü Someone becomes homebound
ü Someone becomes unemployed
ü There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when
you arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
the body of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pastor Pam Power
701-955-5282 (cell)
pam_clf@gwtc.net
673-4691 (church)

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, September 24th, 11:30 AM at Custer Regional Hospital
HOSTESSES: We will bring a brown bag lunch to this meeting
PROGRAM: Our speaker will be Mark Schmidt, President of Custer Regional Hospital. We will meet in the
conference room at the hospital. We will eat our lunches there where Mark will give a presentation,
then he will take us on a tour of the new hospital.
Jessica Lillebo, director of Lutheran Social Services in Rapid City spoke at our August meeting. Jessica told us
about the upcoming LSS Campaign of Hope. September 23rd is the ‘kick off’ for the congregational phase of
LSS’s Campaign for Hope and Pat Eidsness will preach that Sunday. As a member of the LSS Foundation
board, Pat is excited to be able to come to CLF representing LSS and they are grateful for CLF’s invitation
and ongoing support!
On September 20th, we will prepare and serve a supper to folks who are participating in Love, INC’s Education Program.
Love, INC is located in Rapid City. There are folks in Custer who have benefitted from this program. It provides
opportunity for those in need of help in certain areas to receive that help, but the recipient must first attend classes
to learn certain life skills or do work that pertains to getting what is needed. Items needed might be furniture,
clothing, tools or recreational equipment. Last year, we provided supper for one of the groups before their class. It
was a wonderful experience for us in that everyone truly appreciated that we were there and it was fun for us to know
how well the program works!
W/ELCA will provide items for the Back Pack Program at the elementary school in November. Through the Back Pack
Program, students are given food items at the end of each week to supplement what they have to eat over the weekend.
More info on this will following in upcoming newsletters.
The quilters will begin meeting each week of the month on Tuesday,
starting on September 11th at 9:00 AM. Fall is a nice time to put
quilting into your schedule! Remember, a person does not need to be
a quilter to be part of the quilting group. There are lots of ways to
contribute. The quilting group provides a wonderful outreach—and,
they have fun doing it!
Bingo at Custer Senior Care—The first Friday of each month 4-5
people gather to call and help residents enjoy an hour of Bingo from
2—3 PM. We welcome new people to join us! Any questions, please
call Arbutus Winter, 673-5283.
The W/ELCA Bear Butte Conference Fall Gathering will be held at Outlaw Ranch on Friday, September 7th and
Saturday, September 8th. The theme this year is “Grow Joyfully”. See Jackie Hartwick for more details or for
registration information. Registration begins at 4:00 PM on the 7th.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

September Mission Project:
Quilts for LWR and local needs
" Thread
" Cotton fabric suitable for making quilts
" Cotton blankets, and/or mattress pads for inside quilts
Your donations may be left in the Sewing Room.

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...

Funeral Work Groups ...

If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pam — pam_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Last year a sign-up sheet was at the Welcome
Center so that we could re-do our Funeral Work
Groups. Well, it apparently “grew legs” J because
we don’t know what happened to it. J
We are going to try and do this again...so, If you
would like to help with this ministry, please sign up!
If you have any questions, you can talk to either
Mickey Schlecht, Pat Hattervig, Arbutus Winter,
Barb Lewison or Donna in the office.
Thanks in advance!

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Pam: in office Tuesday—Friday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Tuesday Afternoon & Wednesday

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option
to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING”
link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled
donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At
this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions only, however you can set-up your
own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.

Volunteers Needed...
We are in need of volunteers to help with the Nursery and Sound System on Sunday mornings. Both positions involve
one Sunday a month at either the early or late service. The Sound System includes running the PowerPoint and
recording the sermon besides managing the Sound Board. Don’t worry though...we will train you on the sound system!!
If you are interested in helping with these two areas or have questions, please contact the church office.

2018 Budget thru July, 2018
2018 Actual

2018 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Church Use Donations
Endowment Fund/Wed SPARK Kids
Total Income

$ 209,201.00
$
3,363.22
$
1,066.67
$
85.00
$
411.00
$
2,000.00
$ 216,126.89

$ 204,166.67
$
$
1,895.25

$
$
$

$
$
$ 206,061.92

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 52,693.42
$
6,190.04
$
4,739.96
$ 26,542.97
$ 110,350.99
$ 200,517.38

$ 57,589.33
$
6,328.11
$
6,019.45
$ 25,445.59
$ 111,347.24
$ 206,729.72

% of Budget

5,034.33

102.5%

(828.58)

56.3%

$
$
$

10,064.97

104.9%

$
$
$
$
$
$

(4,895.91)
(138.07)
(1,279.49)
1,097.38
(996.25)
(6,212.34)

91.5%
97.8%
78.7%
104.3%
99.1%
97.0%
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Parish Nurse News...
Helpful tips for arthritis (info from Mayo newsletter)
Exercise helps ease arthritis pain & stiffness. It is critical for people with arthritis. It will increase your flexibility &
strength, reduce joint pain, and help fight fatigue. Never overdo it, but rather start slowly and build up as your
body will tolerate. When arthritis threatens to immobilize you, exercise will keep you moving. Always check with
your Doctor or physical therapist for recommended exercises. Begin with ROM (range of motion) which involves
bending and straightening all of you joints which will maintain or improve movement. Examples of exercises
which will help your joints include weight lifting, aerobic exercises (walking, bicycling, swimming, tai chi, yoga and
elliptical machines). Here are some tips when considering exercise. *Keep the impact low, *Apply heat to your
joints prior to exercise, *Move gently and do ROM exercises for about 10 minutes before you begin, **Go slowly, if
you experience increased pain, swelling or reddened joints, back off on the intensity, *Ice your joints after as
needed for up to 20 minutes. Let’s all keep moving!
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse

Mental Health News...
We are hearing more and more about the lack of adequate mental health care and substance abuse treatment.
Often times these people fall through the cracks. Many have ended up homeless as they haven’t been able to get a
job to support themselves, due to the lack of treatment. Our jails have a substantial amount of people incarcerated
who have untreated mental illness. Many people do not have insurance coverage to pay for mental health care and
or medication and treatment. It has become a very big problem, especially in western South Dakota. These issues
need to be addressed by all of our communities, to begin working on solutions that will most benefit those with
mental illness. I believe that having people not receive the care they need is a larger burden on taxpayers than
providing mental health care & treatment to the mentally ill and those with substance abuse. Let’s all get involved
in finding solutions.
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse

Wednesday NightLife Kicks Off!

We begin on Wednesday, September 5th. This program is a mid-week faith recharge for your family. Our weekly
schedule goes like this:
SPARK Kids from 4:00 to 5:15 PM
Family Meal from 5:15 to 6:00 PM
Worship from 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Confirmation from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
Choir Practice at 7:30 PM
th
The first Wednesday (September 5 ) of every month the Family Meal is a Pot-Luck. We will supply fried chicken
and drinks (lemonade, water and coffee). Please bring a favorite food item to share (side, salad or dessert). You
may prepare something at home to bring OR you are more than welcome to pick something up at the grocery store
on your way to church. Either way, we will eat it! The remaining week’s meals are yet to be determined and will be
announced at a later date.
Worship this fall will rotate between different styles of worship…which will be determined shortly. For September
5th, we will be using Holden Evening Prayer. Hope to see you all on Wednesdays!

It’s Time…
As we make plans for the fall we need more folks to volunteer and help make ministry for children, youth and their
families happen at CLF. Please consider how you can give of your time…
ü SPARK Kids drivers and adult assistants
ü Wednesday NightLife – folks to set-up at 4:00 PM, person(s) to cook meals
ü Confirmation teachers
If you have an idea, of how you would like to share your gifts with our children and youth – let us know. Contact
Donna McConnell or Pastor Pam!
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SPARK Kids…
We begin our Fifth Year of SPARK Kids on September 5th. Every Wednesday afternoon children in Kindergarten
through Grade 5 will be picked up at school and transported to church. Our time together is a fast moving pace of
learning activities including snacks, Bible stories, games, arts and crafts and more. There is lots of fun and new
friends. This fall will explore Bible stories using a new curriculum based on The SPARK Kids multi-age classroom.
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:15 PM. The children and their families are invited to join us for a meal
followed by worship. We are done by 6:30 PM.
There is NO cost for this program. Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors. All are welcome. All children need
to be registered by their parents in order to participate. Those materials are available through the church office.
The themes and Bible stories for the month of September are as follows:
ü September 5 — “Creation” — Genesis 1:1—2:4a
ü September 12 — “Noah’s Ark” — Genesis 6—9
ü September 19 — “Abram’s Call” — Genesis 12:1-9
ü September 26 — “Abraham and Sarah’s Visitors — Genesis 17:7, 15-16; 18:1-15; 21:1-7

Spotlight on Confirmation...
We are looking forward to a new year of Confirmation for our Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade Youth. Sixth Grade
Youth will be using the re:form Ancestors curriculum. Seventh Grade Youth will be using the Here I Stand
curriculum. Eighth Grade Youth will be using the coLABorate curriculum. All Youth will be using the CoLABorate
Bible – the New Revised Standard Version.
Confirmation Orientation will be held on Wednesday, September 5th. Confirmation Learning Events will start on
September 13th. The first BIG activity will be the participation of all Confirmation families in “God’s Work. Our
Hands.” Sunday on September 9th.

First Communion Classes...
I will be offering First Communion classes a little differently this year. There will be two different classes offered in
October.
ü Saturday, October 13th from 9:00am – 12:00pm for youth in 1st through 3rd Grade
ü Saturday, October 20th from 9:00am – 12:00pm for youth in 4th through 6th Grade
This is something new for CLF where first communion has typically been offered in 5th Grade. There are no fixed
rules in the ELCA, however, for the “right” age to receive first communion. Many of us received our first communion
right before or during confirmation. Many others have been taking communion since we were very young. Some feel
that it is a gift from God open to anyone of any age, including infants. Others feel that there must be a certain level of
understanding before a child should receive communion.
As a pastor, I strongly believe in Holy Communion as a gift given to us by God. Like baptism, communion is not
something we can earn somehow. That is why I would like to offer first communion instruction to younger children so
that they can experience this tangible sign of God’s love for them. But ultimately when your child receives their first
communion is up to you as their parent. If you feel strongly that your child should not receive communion until they
are in 5th Grade, for example, then that’s when they will receive it. It is entirely up to you as their parent and when
you feel comfortable having your child receive First Communion instruction.
These classes are designed to teach children at their current grade level so they can begin to understand what
Communion is all about. They will be taught the meaning of Holy Communion, how it began, how it prepares us to
live our faith every day, how to receive it with reverence, and also the amazing gift that it is. There will be short
videos, a booklet for them to use and take home with them, and lots of discussion.
There is no need to pre-register for either class. Simply come with your children, and you never know – you might
learn something about Communion you don’t already know! If you have questions or concerns, please call or text me
at 701-955-5282, or email me at pam_clf@gwtc.net. I look forward to introducing your children to this amazing gift!
~ Pastor Pam
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Hospitality Committee...
Are you still looking for a good way to use your spiritual gifts at Custer Lutheran Fellowship? There is a ministry
that extends the hospitality and caring spirit to anyone we know about at CLF in need. This group, which I would
maybe call a Hospitality Committee, would need a coordinator and some people who would be the responders for
someone in need. The opportunities could range from someone who just had surgery to someone who just had a
baby or to a military family or even to someone needing rides to physical therapy or to treatment. This is just a
small list of possibilities, and it may even be something you have done before.
Please consider your spiritual gifts and the activities that you enjoy — maybe this hospitality committee would be
just the place for you to serve!
If you are interested or want to know more, please contact the church office or Pastor Pam. Thank you for
considering this meaningful ministry at CLF.

PIE AND ICE CREAM WITH THE BISHOP...
Join Bishop Zellmer and synod staff for “Pie and Ice Cream with the Bishop”. They will be hosting informational
sessions for pastors, congregational leaders and members. Come out for an evening of fellowship and learning.
The location for the Bear Butte Conference is:
Community Lutheran Church, Hill City
September 13th from 6:30—8:00 PM

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
A prayer shawl is a simple crocheted or knitted shawl, created with love and prayer to be given to
someone who is ill or in need of comfort or encouragement. A shawl can be given to a student
beginning college, or to a new baby. When recipients use the shawl, it envelopes them in warmth and
the prayers from our community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship.
Completed shawls are brought to the church. The shawl can then be given to one who needs comfort by the
pastor or by anyone of us who see a need. If you know of someone who could use a prayer shawl, you can pick
one up at the office.
If you would like to be involved with this ministry, please speak with Donna McConnell. We can provide you with
either crochet or knit shawl patterns.

CLF visits St Dysmas....
On Thursday, August 23rd four members of Custer Lutheran
Fellowship and one member from Woyatan Lutheran Church in
Rapid City joined the men at the St. Dysmas congregation in the
South Dakota State Penitentiary for their weekly worship service.
Glenn & Marlene Sellevold,
Pat Hattervig and Cozy
Dorton were the visitors from
CLF and Hannah Fleming
was the visitor from Woyatan.
St Dysmas, an ELCA
congregation located within
the walls of the prison was
started over twenty-five years
ago through the work of
Prison Congregations of
America (PCA).

Fall Worship Times
Sunday Mornings (starting Sept 16th):
V 8:30 AM Worship
V 9:30 AM Coffee & Fellowship Time
V 10:30 AM Worship
Wednesday Evenings (starting Sept 5th):
V 4:00 PM SPARK Kids
V 5:15 PM Supper
V 6:00 PM Evening Vespers
V 6:30 PM Confirmation
V 7:30 PM Choir
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Council Minutes – August 21, 2018
Treasurer’s Report — The treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved. It continues to appear that the actual
income should be close to balancing with expenditures.
ü Rex moved and it was seconded that 6500 gallons of propane be purchased at a low flat rate this month with
McGas Propane with $2,158 coming from Propane Budget, $6,369 from Undesignated Memorial Fund and
$2,198 from Capital Improvement Fund, with Elmer Smolnisky being the contact person. (M/S/A). This money,
while a large initial outlay, will save money into the next budget year.
ü The council was alerted to the need for increased salary payments for December when a new Office
Administrator has been hired and training is occurring.
ü As the Treasurer, Joy was charged by the council to follow-up on checks not cashed within 6 months of
disbursement.

Unfinished Business:
ü Thrivent Choice—$46.00 had been contributed to CLF from the Choice Dollars through Thrivent Choice
during this monthly time period. $1,063.00 has been contributed through this fund year to date.
ü Attendance/Financial Statistics – Report was reviewed, finding that attendance has been consistent but
somewhat lower overall than the previous year.
ü Parsonage Issues Update: The quote for the deck was submitted with $6,091.21 needed for materials and
no labor costs included. This matter will be included in the 2019 budget planning. The parsonage committee
continues to need members and Rex has indicated he will work on that issue. Discussion led to the plan to
develop guidelines for that committee including what the congregation is responsible for and what the family
residing in the parsonage is responsible for.
ü Finance Committee Update—Committee had met and discussed some issues – determined the need for
policies/procedures to describe the process. Job descriptions need to be written.
ü Rural Ministry Vitality Roundup – was attended by Joy, Pastor Pam, and Lori Goth. One of the topics was
how to increase congregation visibility in the community. More actions are planned for the future.

New Business:
ü Membership Changes—No changes noted.
ü First Communion Ages—Pastor Pam introduced the idea of having younger children receive training
regarding Communion as she and the children’s parents saw fit. The council agreed to her introduction of this
to the congregation, knowing that families would have options for both earlier and later dates for First
Communion.
ü Second Van – The purchase of a 2nd van was discussed and tabled to a later date. However, the discussion
did bring up the need for liability insurance for those people volunteering to bring SPARK children from the
school to the church on Wednesday evenings.
ü Storage Shed – Pastor Pam requested and was granted permission to personally purchase a storage shed
for the back yard.
ü One Service Vs. Two Services—After considerable discussion, Susan moved and it was seconded that the
concept of having one service instead of two services per week be introduced at the annual meeting. (M/S/A)

Committee & Ministry Team Reports:
ü Social Ministry – The committee met and recommended to the Council to gift the 1% of the mission budget
to the Woyatan Construction Project. A motion to this effect was made but tabled as the council determined
they did not have adequate information to make an informed decision at this time.
ü Other – Duane announced he would be providing the Financial Peace University Class for 9 weeks this Fall
on Sunday afternoons at 4:30 PM starting on September 16th.

VOLKSMARCH TO BE HELD AT OUTLAW RANCH...
A volksmarch will be held on the new hiking/biking trail at Outlaw Ranch at Custer on Saturday, September 1st
sponsored by the Black Hills Volkssport Club. You can register anytime between 8 AM and 12 Noon in front of the
Outlaw office building. Families and individuals of all ages are welcome. Cost is $3 per walker and you must finish
by 3 PM. The walk goes through parts of Outlaw’s property that was seldom used. For more information contact
Pastor Duane Neugebauer at 303-489-9313 or e-mail him at donman1948@gmail.com .

VOLUME 16, ISSUE 8

Daily Devotions

PAGE 11

ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
15 Pentecost
Saturday, September 1: Psalm 15; Exodus 34:8-28; John 18:28-32
Sunday, September 2: Psalm 15; Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-24;
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Monday, September 3: Psalm 106:1-6, 13-23, 47-48; Deuteronomy 4:9-14; 1 Timothy 4:6-16
Tuesday, September 4: Psalm 106:1-6, 13-23, 47-78; Deuteronomy 4:15-20; 1 Peter 2:19-25
Wednesday, September 5: Psalm 106:1-6, 13-23, 47-48; Deuteronomy 4:21-40; Mark 7:9-23
16 Pentecost
Thursday, September 6: Psalm 146; Isaiah 30:27-33; Romans 2:1-11
Friday, September 7: Psalm 146; Isaiah 32:1-8; Romans 2:12-16
Saturday, September 8: Psalm 146; Isaiah 33:1-9; Matthew 15:21-31
Sunday, September 9: Psalm 146; Isaiah 35:4-7a; James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17; Mark 7:24-37
Monday, September 10: Isaiah 38:10-20; Joshua 6:1-21; Hebrews 11:29—12:2
Tuesday, September 11: Isaiah 38:10-20; Joshua 8:1-23; Hebrews 12:3-13
Wednesday, September 12: Isaiah 38:10-20; Judges 15:9-20; Matthew 17:14-21
17 Pentecost
Thursday, September 13: Psalm 116:1-9; Joshua 2:1-14; Hebrews 11:17-22
Friday, September 14: Psalm 116:1-9; Joshua 2:15-24; James 2:17-26
Saturday, September 15: Psalm 116:1-9; Joshua 6:22-27; Matthew 21:23-32
Sunday, September 16: Psalm 116:1-9; Isaiah 50:4-9a; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38
Monday, September 17: Psalm 119:169-176; 1 Kings 13:1-10; Romans 3:9-20
Tuesday, September 18: Psalm 119:169-176; 1 Kings 13:11-25; Colossians 3:1-11
Wednesday, September 19: Psalm 119:169-176; Isaiah 10:12-20; John 7:25-36
18 Pentecost
Thursday, September 20: Psalm 54; Judges 6:1-10; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
Friday, September 21: Psalm 54; 1 Kings 22:24-40; Romans 11:25-32
Saturday, September 22: Psalm 54; 2 Kings 17:5-18; Matthew 23:29-39
Sunday, September 23: Psalm 54; Jeremiah 11:18-20; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37
Monday, September 24: Psalm 139:1-18; 2 Kings 5:1-14; James 4:8-17
Tuesday, September 25: Psalm 139:1-18; 2 Kings 11:21—12:16; James 5:1-6
Wednesday, September 26: Psalm 139:1-18; Jeremiah 1:4-10; John 8:21-38
19 Pentecost
Thursday, September 27: Psalm 19:7-14; Exodus 18:13-27; Acts 4:13-31
Friday, September 28: Psalm 19:7-14; Deuteronomy 1:1-18; Acts 12:20-25
Saturday, September 29: Psalm 19:7-14; Deuteronomy 27:1-10; Matthew 5:13-20
Sunday, September 30: Psalm 19:7-14; Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50
Monday, October 1: Psalm 5; Zechariah 6:9-15; 1 Peter 1:3-9
Tuesday, October 2: Psalm 5; Zechariah 8:18-23; 1 John 2:18-25
Wednesday, October 3: Psalm 5; Zechariah 10:1-12; Matthew 18:6-9

RAP Group Meeting...
Join Pastor Pam after worship (around 12:00 PM) on Sunday, September 16th in the DownUnder Youth
Room for lunch, fellowship, and planning for this important ministry. We will be talking about who we are as
a youth group, what we would like to do this year, and what the focus of this ministry will be. This is your
group, so everyone from 9th – 12th grades are invited to come and bring your ideas for what we can be and
do as we all grow in faith together! Let Pastor Pam know if you have any dietary needs so she can make
sure everyone can enjoy lunch together. See you on the 16th!
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Pamela Power
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretary: Ann Snow
Treasurer: Joy Smolnisky
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

