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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday...

Watch the Sunday bulletins
and the website for more
information!
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Wow! What a glorious Sunday it was! Thank you to everyone (persons of all ages
and abilities) who participated in this day of service at CLF and in the community.
You made a difference. And, even more importantly you were, are and continue to
be a witness to the faith. We do what we do because God first did for us.
We want to especially thank all those who stepped up and took leadership roles in
the planning and leading of this day. A BIG thank you to the Outreach and Social
Ministry Teams who caught the vision of this project and worked together to help
make it happen. Many thanks to the Women of the ELCA under the leadership of
Jackie Hartwick who oversaw the buying and providing of sack lunches and the ice
cream sundae bar. Yummy! Thank you to Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and
those members who applied for and received Thrivent monies to purchase all the
food items.
There are lots of individuals to thank for their work on that Sunday. Kim Canete
coordinated the writing of letters to persons serving in the military. Jean Witt
oversaw the assembling of the boxes (full of treats and cards) for college freshman
students from CLF as well as Outlaw Ranch. (Thank you everyone for all your
financial donations in the Free Will Offering baskets that made it possible to ship
all those care packages!) Thanks Ginny Myers for making all the arrangements for
Quilting. Gary and Rosemary Chappell coordinated the Trash Pick-Up along
Highway 16 from Custer State Park towards town. Karen Schleining arranged with
the city for us to work at Way Park.
We know of other individuals who
took it upon themselves to do
additional projects. Some visited
elderly and shut-ins at a local care
facility. Others did work on the
landscaping right outside the CLF
doors. For all these persons –
named and unnamed – we give
thanks. You done good!
You will want to check out the Custer Lutheran
Fellowship Facebook Page for all the great photos of
the day. If you have not already done so, “Like” the
page so you can keep up-to-date on all the
happenings at CLF. And, share the photos with other
Facebook friends. In this way you are also witnessing
to your faith. Many thanks to Denny McConnell and
Bonnie Thompson for taking all the photos.
A reminder. We encourage you to wear your bright
yellow CLF “God’s Work. Our Hands” t-shirts out in the community when you are
serving others. You can continue to model the faith in this simple way. And, when
people ask – you can tell them all about CLF and invite them to join us in our faith
journey. Meanwhile... we look forward to our next “God’s Work. Our Hands”
Sunday in 2015!

CLF Happenings
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Thursday 9:30 AM Christian Book Study...
The Thursday morning group began meeting again on September 18th in the Fireside Room at 9:30 AM. They
continued with their studies in “NEXT DOOR SAVIOR” by Max Lucado. (Oh, but first they start the morning with
coffee!) Study begins at 10:00 AM.
The group has selected for their next study another Max Lucado book — “JUST LIKE JESUS”. Books will need
to be ordered (thru Donna in the office) at this time. This is another intriguing book by Pastor Max. As he states,
“God loves you just the way you are, but he refuses to leave you that way. He wants you to be just like Jesus.”
As a sample here are a few chapter titles: “A Forgiving Heart”, “Fixing Your Eyes on Jesus”, “Nothing but the
Truth” and “Finding Gold in the Garbage”. There are lots of opportunities for discussion, so you are encouraged
to become involved. ~ Shirley Overland, 673-4672

Coins for Colombia got a lot noisier this summer as we collected coins each Sunday in an
antique, steel cream can. Children were invited each Sunday to take part in this “noisy” offering
where they can slam dunk coins into the can.
For many years CLF has collected coins that help fund the Lizwan/Emmaus Road scholarship
project in Columbia. Since its beginning over twenty years ago as a Sunday School project in
Edgemont, SD by Pastors Barbara Wangsness and Pastor Nataniel Lizarazo, the scholarships
have helped hundreds of children and young adults receive an education. Our total raised for
the summer was $978.17. As part of the Sunday School Mission Offering this year to aid the
ELCA Malaria Campaign, we will have a “Noisy Offering” one Sunday a month. Feel free to
send your pocket change with a child to throw in the cream can!

Men’s Breakfast/Book Study Continues on First Saturday...
Continuing on Saturday, October 4th at 8:00 AM in the Fireside Room, the monthly Men’s
Breakfast/Book Study will begin reading and discussing the book, We Make the Road By
Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation by Brian
McLaren. Pastor Tom will be leading this study, and breakfast will be served. If you are a
newcomer to the congregation, consider visiting this group. The discussion will be lively, and
friendships will be made and strengthened. Copies of the book will be available for purchase
for $25.
The McLaren book is described as “having everything you need to explore what a difference
an honest, living, growing faith can make in our world today” (from the summary on the front
flap of the book). This group will meet on the first Saturday of each month.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
3-H Club will meet Sunday, October 19th from 1:30—2:30 PM in the Fireside Room. There will be
humor tapes and reading to lift our spirits. It is said that laughing turns your life clock backwards.
An example of what you will hear:
Lessons from Noah's Ark

- When you're stressed, float awhile.
- Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs;
the Titanic by professionals.
- No matter the storm, when you are with God,
there's always a rainbow waiting.

Everything I need to know,
I learned from Noah's Ark:
- Don't miss the boat
- Remember we are all in the same boat!
Author unknown
- Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built
the Ark.
- Stay fit. When you're 60 years old, someone may ask
you to do something really big.
- Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that
needs to be done.
- Build your future on high ground.
- For safety's sake travel in pairs.

Upcoming Events
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Getting to Know You...
We have had many newcomers in our midst over the last several months. And now, a group of these folks have
been invited to become part of the CLF family through membership. We are so very excited to welcome them!
Join us on Sunday morning, October 5th for our “Get Acquainted” Time between services. These folks will be
introduced during our Coffee Fellowship Time. Long time members are invited to join our newcomers at an
orientation which will be held in the Fireside Room after those introductions. We will be sharing information about
CLF’s many activities and programs.
We are also looking for New Member Mentors. We want each of our Newcomer families to be connected with a
specific current member. The Mentor will help out their New Member get more closely connected to CLF over the
next several months.
We will then welcome New Members with a milestone blessing during worship on Sunday, October 26th. We
hope you can join us for that celebration as well.

Firewood Splitting for Pine Ridge Wood Haul...
On Saturday, October 11th the Social Ministry Team invites all interested workers to help them split firewood at
Atlantic Mountain Ranch from 9 AM until noon. The wood that is split will be taken to St. John’s Episcopal Church
north of Ogallala, SD on the Pine Ridge Reservation. Weather permitting, the wood haul to Pine Ridge will take
place on Saturday, October 25th.
Meet at the main site of Atlantic Mountain Ranch at 9:00 AM on October 11th to be guided to the splitting pile. If
you have a wood splitter that you would be willing to lend, please contact Pastor Tom.

Stewardship News...
The Custer Lutheran Fellowship annual Fall Stewardship education process will revolve
around the theme “Fearless Generosity.” When one stewardship leader was asked why it
mattered to teach young people about stewardship he said, “The greatest compliment that a
parent can receive is to hear that his or her child is a grateful and generous person. That is
stewardship is a nutshell.” Such values need to be intentionally taught.
Beginning on Sunday morning, October 12th and ending on November 2nd Pastor Tom
Opoien and Stewardship Team leader, Dave Thom, will teach a four-week Bible study at 9:45 AM in the Fireside
Room. The four sessions will cover the themes of fearless living, fearless service, fearless sowing, and fearless
giving. On Sunday, November 9th our congregation will celebrate “Commitment” Sunday during worship.
CLF has a deep and long commitment to generosity as a way of life and way of entering into the world. Several
new additions to our fall process will be part of this year’s theme. The Stewardship Team will be inviting community
members to take part in a “Creation Hike” around Stockade Lake as an autumn mirror of the Crosswalk in the
spring. The date for the walk is still to be determined.
An adult class on Wednesday evenings is also currently being held in the Fireside Room each week at 6:30 to
study “God and Creation: The Disciple’s role in Conservation.” This class will meet each Wednesday until
mid-December.

Catch The Buzz!
Every 45 seconds a child dies from malaria. Malaria is a deadly mosquito-borne disease that kills 800,000 people
each year. It is a disease that is entirely preventable and treatable! A gift of $10 will provide a mosquito net,
medicine and safe water for one child – preventing one death. The ELCA Malaria Campaign seeks to raise $15
million by 2015 to wipe out malaria in the world.
And now, we will be part of that challenge. This is another example of “God’s Work. Our Hands.” The Sunday
School Mission Offering this year will go towards the support of the ELCA Malaria Campaign. The name of this
program will be Catch The Buzz. The children will be learning about how their weekly offerings can help children in
other lands. They will discover they can make a difference!
We will all have the opportunity to make a difference as we will have an opportunity to give to the ELCA Malaria
Campaign as well. Once a month we will have a “Noisy Offering” specifically for that purpose. The first “Noisy
Offering” will be held on October 12th.
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Thoughts From Pastor Tom!
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Dear Friends,
As our congregation has entered into this time of staff redevelopment, I would like to say
thank you for the kind and encouraging words that you have expressed to me. Last spring the
church council made a decision not to call an interim pastor after Pastor Kent Narum left with
the plan the that our Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal, and I would be able to cover the
pastoral ministry needs during this time of planning for new staffing. That decision has worked out well. I continue
to be grateful when members call to let me know when others are hospitalized and when lay people step in to help
in places where they can. The other day, Ginny Myers, volunteered to make arrangements to transport school
supplies and quilts to Pine Ridge because she knew my schedule had become a little bit tighter. This and many
other kind acts like it have given more people opportunities to engage in ministry.
By its very nature, a leadership transition becomes a time for a congregation to think about what acts of ministry
require paid staffing and which can be done with volunteers. Lay leaders fill the voids and people grow through the
experience. Thank you again for the many jobs that you all have been doing.
The process of studying our leadership staffing has begun. The church council has developed a “Ministry
Leadership Transition Team” to enter into conversation with congregation members to study what type of
leadership position would be best to develop. Four general options are being discussed:
1. Call another full-time associate pastor
2. Become a teaching congregation that works with one of our ELCA seminaries to host a third- year
seminary student as a twelve month intern
3. Call a part-time associate pastor
4. Continue doing ministry with our current staffing
As I write this letter, I am thinking about the open congregational forum that will be held on September 28th to talk
about these four options. A survey will be distributed. If you are unable to attend this forum, please feel free to
pick up a survey form at the Welcome Center in the Narthex. During the months of October and November the
members of the church council and transition team will be happy to talk to anyone who is interested in the process.
Creative ideas for ministry are being developed, and I’m certain more will come as more people give their input.
The congregation will make a final decision on how to proceed with a ministry leadership position at the annual
meeting in January.
I’m personally excited about the current mission and ministry of the congregation and look forward to exploring
more opportunities for growth. Continue to pray for the Spirit’s guidance through this process.
Peace and best wishes,
Pastor Tom Opoien

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
Outdoor Landscaping
Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Hand Bells

Dear Friends at CLF,
I cannot thank you enough for the tremendous amount of support you have given me during this last battle with
cancer. The plan is to continue with the chemo drug I am now on for the next year. With tremendous relief, this
drug does not give me many noticeable side effects. I know my strength comes from the Lord through all of you.
The meals, hugs, phone calls, cards, kind words, visits, prayer shawl and prayers my family and I have received
from you these last nine months were truly blessings. We are deeply grateful for our church family.
~ Erin Konkol & family

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:
WHEN: Monday, October 27th — 9:00 AM Brunch at CLF
HOSTESSES: EJ Reid & Pat Hattervig
PROGRAM: Preparing card packets for Quest/Excel
Our speakers for the September meeting were Li Fjerestad, Elizabeth Verhey, Ebun Adelona and Laura
Burden. Each of the women had an interest piece to share about human trafficking in the Black Hills. We
appreciate the information that they brought to our group.
W/ELCA will be responsible for gathering and packing food the Backpack Program at Custer Elementary
School in October. Our date for packing the first round is October 6th at 9:00 AM in the Fireside Room.
The W/ELCA Craft & Goodie Sale will be held Sunday, November 23rd between services.
Everything that W/ELCA does is made possible because of the support that we receive from members of
the congregation. Recently, our mission project was to collect school supplies for area school children
whose families were not able to provide the supplies. The congregation went above and beyond what was
expected in their donations of supplies. We were able to send school supplies to Custer Elementary School,
WEAVE, Woyatan and Pine Ridge. We would like to share the thank-you notes we received from the
elementary school. More thank you notes are displayed on the W/ELCA bulletin board in the Fellowship
Hall. Please take the time to read them as they come to W/ELCA, but are meant for the whole
congregation. With that said, a huge “thank you” to each of you for helping W/ELCA help the community —
and beyond.
Quilting began on Monday, September 8th at 9:00 AM in the Narthex and meets every Monday. Come and
join us!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and
programs of interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

October—December Mission Project:
The Storehouse

]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]

Canned food – meats, vegetables, fruits, soups, cranberry sauce
Spaghetti, pasta & sauce
Cereals
Instant Potatoes
Stuffing Mix
Cake Mixes/Tubs of Frosting
Peanut butter
Soaps – laundry, dish, body
Macaroni & Cheese
Paper towels & toilet tissue
& any other food items you’d like to bring J

Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.
I wish you could see the smiles on the children’s faces
as well on their parents’ when they receive school
supplies that they though they didn’t have. Your
generous donation is greatly appreciated.
~ Heather Hiltunen, CES Principal

Dear W/ELCA Ladies,
Thank you once again for your generous and thoughtful
gift of school supplies for our students! We appreciate
your partnership in meeting the needs of our students!
Blessings, Michelle Watland, CES Students & Staff

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..

CROSSROADS

Won’t You Please Help?
Everyone enjoys the food and
fellowship between services on Sunday
mornings. Won’t you please consider
helping out by volunteering to be a fellowship host?
The sign-up sheet & instructions are located on the
counter by the kitchen. Contact the church office
if you have questions. Thanks!

The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday 9 AM—12 Noon
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday 9AM—12 Noon
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

october 22rd

“Chore Chart” Returning in September...
Please keep your eye on the Narthex during the month of September for our Custer Lutheran Fellowship “Chore
Chart.” There are a number of chores that we informally divide every Sunday morning. We need ushers, readers,
communion servers, offering counters, nursery attendants, and coffee servers. You will find large poster boards in
the Narthex where you can sign up for one or more of these areas of service. We haven’t updated these service
lists for some time, so it is time to do a little housekeeping. On any Sunday morning, we have about twenty people
volunteering around the church building, and the congregation could use your help. Please sign up!

2014 Budget thru August, 2014
2014 Actual

2014 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Form 990-T Health Insurance Credit
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Endowment Funds/VBS
Youth House Building Sale
Outreach Minister Set-Aside Funds
Total Income

$ 258,630.25
$
770.29
$
1,116.00
$
440.00
$
8,464.27
$
4,475.00
$
1,500.00
$ 24,977.42
$ 15,000.00
$ 315,373.23

$ 287,044.00

$ 28,967.00
$ 15,000.00
$ 343,000.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(28,413.75)
770.29
1,116.00
440.00
464.27
475.00
1,500.00
(3,989.58)
15,000.00
(27,637.77)

90.1%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
105.8%
111.9%
100.0%
86.2%
100.0%
91.9%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 116,293.86
$
6,228.45
$
3,536.34
$ 47,698.57
$ 157,302.82
$ 331,060.04

$ 120,118.60
$
7,544.24
$
2,900.00
$ 48,421.38
$ 158,215.31
$ 337,199.53

$
$
$
$
$
$

(3,824.74)
(1,315.79)
636.34
(722.81)
(912.49)
(6,139.49)

96.8%
82.6%
121.9%
98.5%
99.4%
98.2%

$
$

8,000.00
4,000.00

% of Budget
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
I have been enjoying my favorite time of year. A few weeks back it was looking like it would be awash again. I love
the beauty of the season, and the fall weather when it is what it’s supposed to be!
Our Health Ministry Team had our first meeting this month. We reviewed the responses from the survey & have
identified a few areas of interest. So far we identified 3 areas to work with. We will begin with education for our
community including CPR, AED use and first aid. We are talking to professionals in our community to help us as
some areas a certified trainer is needed. We hope to present in November before the holidays. We also then
brainstormed on the idea of improving physical health. We all agreed to the idea of doing a “challenge” to our
community. Everyone interested would sign up for the challenge and it involves whatever type of physical exercise
you are capable of & maybe even something new you want to try out. We hope to have several meetings discussing
the best way to ease into a new area of exercise and offer areas that may be considered. It is an individual challenge
and then added into our community challenge. Some people run, walk, yoga, swim etc. We should be able to get
“moving” on this soon & will get more info on this out to everyone. The last item we discussed was beginning a
monthly article on Mental Health. I plan to educate on this, offer advise and hopefully open up this subject for
discussion. We know there are many who suffer in silence whether it is yourself or family member or friend.
I will be continuing the monthly BP checks and encourage you to stop in. Hopefully by the next time I will have new
equipment to work with. I have many old parts & pieces and I just need to get some new equipment. I have enjoyed
this aspect of my work to meet more people & discuss any health issues. I also want to continue the post
hospitalizations or surgery visits. It helps me if you or a family member contact me & we can then set up a visit where
I can make sure you have everything you need & offer advise and hopefully keep them on the path to wellness.
Sometimes people have a difficult time recovering from surgery or illness & I can keep a closer eye on you and
hopefully avoid another hospital admission or complication. People are sent home so quickly after surgeries and do
not receive the education they need as well.
God Bless.
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

“Mental Health, What is it?”
We often use the term “Mental Illness” when talking about Mental Health. We all have some state of Mental Health.
On the one end we are coping with adversity and emotions in a “healthy” way. The other end we are unable to cope
with emotions or other stressors. Each month I will have an article on Mental Health to educate and take it “out of the
closet”. Sometimes people experience what is termed “situational depression”. This is usually due to some stressor
such as loss of a loved one, health, job etc. This is an acceptable part of loss. It is expected to be short lived. It
helps to be able to talk to someone you are comfortable with and eventually you are better able to cope. If it does not
improve after say a month or gets worse, see a physician who may prescribe an anti-depressive which will typically
help to lift your mood and begin to cope in a healthy manner. Also sometimes it is helpful to see a mental health
counselor for a time. We all have our own limits with coping and if you need to see a doctor or counselor it is not a
sign of weakness but strength to help yourself get better. There should be no shame, guilt or embarrassment. Until
next month, God Bless...
Mary Klein RN
Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

CUSTER YOUTH HOUSE – News & Needs

The Custer Youth House is located in the big blue building on the corner of 11th and Canal Streets. We are open
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. All 6th, 7th and 8th grade youth are welcome. It is a safe and fun
place to hang out and make new friends!
There is a place to hang out and watch movies. We have a Wii and a Playstation for gaming. You can do crafts or
homework. And, there will be plenty of snacks and drinks. Best of all, it is all FREE!
We are looking for donations of food and drink items for the Youth House. In addition, we welcome your financial
support. Your monetary gifts go will go towards rent, propane and wi-fi. You can help provide a great outreach
ministry to the youth in our community. Drop off your gifts at the church office. Please attach your name so that we
can thank you! If you have an idea of something you would like to donate – please talk to our Outreach Minister,
Yvonne Steindal.
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SPARK Kids...
We are thrilled with the start-up of our brand new after-school program for children in Kindergarten through Grade 5.
SPARK Kids has been a big hit. We currently have 21 children registered in the program. Pastor Tom has been
picking up children at school with the CLF van. We quickly reached our capacity with one vehicle. Thankfully, Bill
Nichol volunteered to drive an additional vehicle for us. We now call this our “Fun Bus”. The “Fun Bus” drops
children off at the outside entrance to the DownUnder just before 4:00 PM every Wednesday.
This exciting program is a mini-version of Vacation Bible School/Day Camp
with lots of high energy games, music, activities centering around Bible
stories. There are snacks to get us started! Christy Schmahl from Outlaw
Ranch; Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister, Pat Hattervig and Sara Janson
help to provide the leadership for the SPARK Kids program.
This month, we will be focusing on these Bible stories:
• October 1 – Isaac and Rebekah, Genesis 24, 25:19-34, 27:1-40
• October 8 – Joseph and His Brothers, Genesis 37:1-28
• October 15 – Baby Moses, Exodus 2:1-10
• October 22 – The Burning Bush, Exodus 3:1-15
• October 29 – The Plagues, Exodus 7:14-12:32
The children are looking forward to playing on the brand new playground equipment right outside the doors of the
DownUnder. Next step will be working on a new child-friendly décor as well as furniture and supplies.
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:00 PM. Families are encouraged to stay for dinner and worship at the
Wednesday NightLife program upstairs.

Spotlight on Confirmation...

Confirmation for Youth in 6th, 7th and 8th Grades is held as part of Wednesday NightLife. Every Wednesday we
begin with a meal at 5:00 PM, followed by worship at 6:00 PM. The theme of worship for the fall will be Faith5:
Share, Read, Talk, Pray, Bless.
Following worship, Confirmation classes are led by adult leaders and pastoral staff. Sixth Grade has begun a study
of the Bible beginning with the Old Testament. We thank Sunny Reeves for once again teaching this age group.
Seventh Grade are studying the Ten Commandments. A big thank you to Rick Hudson who led the group in the
month of September. Eighth Grade is currently studying the Apostle’s Creed.
There will be Servant Events for youth and their families throughout the year. The next one will be held on
November 19th.
Confirmation Youth are in the process of inviting adults to serve as their Faith Mentors. There will be several
special events for Faith Mentors and their Confirmation Youth over the course of the year. The first such event will
be held on October 22nd. Also, during the six weeks of Lent, Mentors and youth will eat and worship together as well
as have time for guided conversations. If you are asked to be a Faith Mentor, please consider such a request
prayerfully. It is a rare opportunity to walk the journey of faith with our youth. You will receive a letter outlining the
roles and responsibilities of a Faith Mentor.
Eighth Grade Youth will prepare a Faith in Action Project during the course of the year. This will be an opportunity
for these youth to share their faith in a concrete way using their God-given gifts, talents and interests. They will
present their projects at a Confirmation Banquet in the spring.

To the Visitors from Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
On behalf of the St Dysmas congregation and council in Sioux Falls, I would like to
thank you for joining the men in worship on August 28, 2014. I know it means a lot to
the men to see some new smiling faces each week. Many of the guys receive no visits
and truly enjoy fellowshipping each week with their visiting brothers and sisters in
Christ. Thank you again for taking the time to visit and worship with us. Please know
that you are always welcome to join us again & we look forward to seeing you again.
Your brother in Christ,
Tony Borstad, Secretary—St Dysmas Inside Council

CLF,
Thank you so much for the
care package! All the
goodies were great! I’m
doing well at Augustana,
always keeping busy! Many
blessings to you as you start
the school year.
God Bless, Laura Wilsey
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Rap Group
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Rap Group October Schedule...
Friday, October 3, 11:00: Service project at the Corner Stone Rescue Mission in Rapid City. We will meet at the
church to ride in the van or carpool at 11:00 AM. Senior Billie Wicks is coordinating this event as part of her senior
project.
Sunday, October 12: 9:45 AM, Monthly Planning in the DownUnder. We will discuss final plans for a 5th Quarter
to be held on October 17th if there is adult leadership available. Also we will finalize the Detroit National Youth
Gathering Plans. All ninth through twelfth graders and their parents are encouraged to attend this meeting.
Friday, October 17, 9:00-11:00: 5th Quarter following the Football game — the high schoolers would like to host
this event. They still need a few adult sponsors to make it happen.

ELCA High School Youth Gathering
July 15-19, 2015 in Detroit
The ELCA Youth Gathering for high school-age youth takes place every three
years and is about faith formation, worship, study, fellowship, service and play.
Members of the Custer Lutheran Fellowship Rap group will be attending this
event. Please keep them in your prayers as they continue to registration an
planning process. For youth who are planning to attend, a $200 deposit can be
given to Pastor Tom Opoien along with your registration form.
The Youth Gathering is an opportunity for youth to engage with peers from
across the United States and the world who share a common commitment and
faith in Christ. The next Gathering will be held July 15-19, 2015, in Detroit, MI.
The Gathering is a five-day event that begins on a Wednesday evening and ends with a service of
communion the following Sunday morning. The opening night sets the stage for the days ahead in which
young people may have an encounter with Jesus that energizes their faith and helps them discover their
call to serve in the world — locally and globally.
On the days between Wednesday and Sunday, young people rotate through a variety of service learning
experiences in the surrounding community. They explore and strengthen their faith by studying God’s word,
serving their neighbor, sharing bread and wine in worship, participating in lively faith discussions and
broadening their experience of God’s world and diverse communities through travel.
The theme for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering, Rise Up Together, was discerned by a diverse group of
people including Gathering staff, representatives from the Congregational and Synodical Mission Unit,
home to the ELCA Youth Gathering program staff in the churchwide organization, pastors and synodical
staff from our host synod, and past Gathering leaders and participants. It was particularly important that the
group intentionally reflect a diversity that mirrors the population of Detroit.
After spending time with a local historian who taught us about Detroit’s rich history, the group heard from
local leaders about Detroit’s present day challenges and opportunities. Congregational and Synodical
Mission executive director, the Rev. Dr. Stephen Bouman, led a Bible study on the Gospel of Mark, the text
around which the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering will be shaped, and local pastors reflected on how the
Gospel’s message impacts their ministries today.

New Playground Nearly Complete...
Our new playground set is nearly ready for use. Thank
you to Augie Heyne for coordinating this project and for
the many people who shared the gift of their labor.
The money to pay for this set was generated by Custer
Lutheran Fellowship’s Youth Ministry endowment. Any
time this particular fund exceeds $100,000 the dividends
go toward projects that support youth at Custer Lutheran Fellowship and youth in the
Custer Community. Thank you for your gifts to the endowment. If you would like to find
out more about giving to the Custer Lutheran Fellowship Mission Endowment please speak to any of the
Endowment Committee Members which include: Linda Fennell, Cindy Heyne, Pat Hattervig, Lonnie Hosman,
Pastor Tom Opoien, and Karen Schleining,
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – September 16, 2014
Treasurer’s Report – Lonnie discussed that our offerings were less in August and the expenses were on track. We
are running a little bit behind but still are looking okay.
Unfinished Business:
¯ Memorial List – A gift was given by Jane Young in memory of Jane Olson and it will be discussed at the
October meeting.
¯ Landscaping Project/Playground Update – Playground set up has begun and Pastor Tom discussed with
Gene Fennell the fence around the playground and possible choices that would fit the architectural design of
the Church.
¯ Thrivent Choice – September amount – $107 / $1,223
¯ Youth House Update – Yvonne reported that the move in has been delayed because the bathroom at the
facility is presently not working. Once the facility is fixed the move into the building will begin. Yvonne will
continue to monitor the progress at the Youth House in the elementary school neighborhood.
¯ Nicaragua Medical Trip Update – Pastor Tom will talk with Sarah Schryvers to see if she would be interested
in the trip that Gloria Dei from Sioux Falls will be going on. Dr. Brown is not able to attend at this time.
¯ Ministry Leadership Study Group Update – Council discussed the three options. An open forum scheduled
on Sunday, September 28th to discuss three options for the church. The council recommended members to be
on the Ministry Leadership Study Group. Pastor Tom will ask the members to be on this task force and
participate at the upcoming open forum.
¯ Dakota Smiles Update – Yvonne reported that many kids participated and the event was well received.
¯ “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday Recap – Pastor Tom and Yvonne reported that the day was a complete
stewardship Sunday with a wonderful growing experience for those who participated. Excited to do the event
next year.
¯ Propane contract – Pastor Tom will check with Donna to see if was completed.
New Business:
¯ Membership Changes – Pastor Tom excited that in October the church should have around a dozen people
going to the membership class.
¯ CLF 50th Anniversary in 2015 – Pastor Tom shared that Doris Bryant gave the church an original dedication
brochure. Scott’s family has picture of the arches. Lois Anderson would like to do a reunion of the Way Folk
and Sojourners. The Church’s was founded September 1965. At the annual meeting it was recommended to
start a planning committee for the anniversary celebration. Scott Olsen, Steve Baldwin, Cindy Heyne have
been suggested to be on the committee.
¯ Better Lighting in the Back – Motioned made and passed to have an electrician called in to fix.
¯ October – Pastor Appreciation Month – Cozy Dorton brought to the council’s attention that we should
address this and she had some wonderful suggestions. Council recognizes this is a great idea and Scott will
talk to Cozy.
¯ RAP Group – Sam Mertz and Kendall Ashmore are both interested in being the student representative for
council. The Council discussed, voted and passed that Kendall and Sam would fill Brennan Witt’s youth
position on the Council and would share one vote for the council.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns:
¯ Auditing – No report
¯ Christian Ed Board – Sunday School has started and Linda Fennell had a meeting with the parents.
¯ Endowment Fund – Pastor Tom and Lonnie reported the committee had a meeting tonight and Pastor Tom
will contact them with the recommendations from council.
¯ Quest/Excel – Pastor Tom suggested that the ministry needs a few more volunteers.
¯ Health Ministry – Yvonne reported that they met tonight and are discussing doing a Health event during Lent.
¯ Pastoral Support – Scott will contact Cozy about October Pastor Appreciation Month.
¯ Property – Scott Olson reported that the kids are excited about the new playground equipment.
¯ Social Ministry – Yvonne reported the Wood Haul to Pine Ridge and the ELCA Good Gifts/Sharing the Dream
Crafts will be held this fall. The Social Ministry group decided not to hold a Mission Festival this fall.
¯ Outreach – The “God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday went well.
¯ Stewardship – Pastor Tom reported that November 9th will be Commitment Sunday. Also, on November 8th
CLF is hosting a “Venture in Stewardship Training”.
(Continued next page)
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Pentecost 17
Wednesday, October 1: Psalm 28; Judges 16:23-31; Matthew 9:2-8
Thursday, October 2: Psalm 80:7-15; Jeremiah 2:14-22; Colossians 2:16-23
Friday, October 3: Psalm 80:7-15; Jeremiah 2:23-37; Philippians 2:14-18; 3:1-4a
Saturday, October 4: Psalm 80:7-15; Jeremiah 6:1-10; John 7:40-52
Sunday, October 5: Psalm 80:7-15; Isaiah 5:1-7; Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46
Monday, October 6: Psalm 144; Ezekiel 19:10-14; 1 Peter 2:4-10
Tuesday, October 7: Psalm 144; Isaiah 27:1-6; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Wednesday, October 8: Psalm 144; Song of Solomon 8:5-14; John 11:45-57
Pentecost 18
Thursday, October 9: Psalm 23; Isaiah 22:1-8a; 1 Peter 5:1-5, 12-14
Friday, October 10: Psalm 23; Isaiah 22:8b-14; James 4:4-10
Saturday, October 11: Psalm 23; Isiah 24:17-23; Mark 2:18-22
Sunday, October 12: Psalm 23; Isaiah 25:1-9; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14
Monday, October 13: Psalm 34; Exodus 19:7-20; Jude 17-25
Tuesday, October 14: Psalm 34; Amos 9:5-15; Philippians 3:13—4:1
Wednesday, October 15: Psalm 34; Song of Solomon 7:10—8:4; John 6:25-35
Pentecost 19
Thursday, October 16: Psalm 96:1-9 {10-13}; Judges 17:1-6; 3 John 9-12
Friday, October 17: Psalm 96:1-9 {10-13}; Deuteronomy 17:14-20; 1 Peter 5:1-5
Saturday, October 18: Psalm 96:1-9 {10-13}; Isaiah 14:3-11; Matthew 14:1-12
Sunday, October 19: Psalm 96:1-9 {10-13}; Isaiah 45:1-7; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22
Monday, October 20: Psalm 98; Daniel 3:1-18; Revelation 18:1-10, 19-20
Tuesday, October 21: Psalm 98; Daniel 3:19-30; Revelation 18:21-24
Wednesday, October 22: Psalm 98; Daniel 6:1-28; Matthew 17:22-27
Pentecost 20
Thursday, October 23: Psalm 1; Numbers 5:5-10; Titus 1:5-16
Friday, October 24: Psalm 2; Deuteronomy 9:25—10:5; Titus 2:7-8, 11-15
Saturday, October 25: Psalm 1; Proverbs 24:23-34; John 5:39-47
Sunday, October 26: Psalm 1; Lev 19:1-2, 15-18; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46
Monday, October 27: Psalm 119:41-48; Deuteronomy 6:1-9, 20-25; James 2:8-13
Tuesday, October 28: Psalm 119:41-48; Deuteronomy 10:10-22; James 2:14-26
Wednesday, October 29: Psalm 119:41-48; Proverbs 16:1-20; Matthew 19:16-22
Pentecost 21
Thursday, October 30: Psalm 43; 1 Samuel 2:27-36; Romans 2:17-29
Friday, October 31: Psalm 43; Ezekiel 13:1-16; 2 Peter 2:1-3
Saturday, November 1: Psalm 43; Malachi 1:6—2:9; Matthew 23:13-28
Sunday, November 2: Psalm 43; Micah 3:5-12; 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12
Monday, November 3: Psalm 5; Jeremiah 5:18-31; 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20
Tuesday, November 4: Psalm 5; Lamentations 2:13-17; Acts 13:1-12
Wednesday, November 5: Psalm 5; Proverbs 16:21-33; Matthew 15:1-9

(continued from previous page)
¯ W/ELCA – Yvonne complemented the wonderful job W/ELCA did with the food for “God‘s Work. Our Hands.”
The upcoming meeting’s program is about sex trafficking.
¯ Worship & Music – Pastor Tom is working with Margaret Tretheway for music. Ben Anderson will be giving a
temple talk on Sunday, September 21st about working with people with disabilities. He will also be available to
talk to people between services.
¯ Youth – Met on Sunday and they are planning on attending the National Youth Gathering in Detroit next
summer.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Senior Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lonnie Hosman
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

