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our second annual “God’s Work. Our hands.’ SUNDAY!
We are so very excited that once again this year CLF will be participating in a
nation-wide Day of Service in our community. ELCA churches from around
the country will be a visible witness of the faith on Sunday, September 13th
as members step outside of the church doors and into the community finding
ways to serve our neighbor.
The Outreach and Social Ministry Teams have been making plans for the
day’s events all summer long. Our schedule will be as follows:
v 9:30 AM – We GATHER for Worship.
v 10:00 AM – Instructions for the Day. Make-Your-Own Sack Lunch.
v 11:00 AM – Service Projects in the Community & at CLF. Please sign
up to help out with one of the following projects. Sign-Up sheets are
at the Welcome Center.
• Clean-Up around Stockade Lake.
• Care Packages for College Students, Outlaw Staff, Military
Personnel.
• Staining Playground and Privacy Fence at WEAVE.
• Lead Worship and Music at Nursing Home.
• Quilting.
• Clean-Up of Roadside Ditches.
v 1:00 PM – Return to CLF and GATHER for Worship.
v 1:30 PM – Make-Your-Own Ice Cream Sundae Bar and Special
Program with “Fabulous” Awards and Real-Honest-to-Goodness
Prizes!
We want to encourage you to invite others to join you for this special day.
September 13th is also the celebration of Grandparents Day! What a gift it
would be for grandparents to invite their grandchildren to work alongside
them on this day. Or – grandchildren to invite their grandparents! Bring a
friend – a neighbor – a coworker. The day is fun, high energy and what a
way to invite someone to church! Plus, there will be an extra-special award
for those bringing the most newcomers to this day of service….

Sunday Worship Times Change Beginning on September 20th...
Beginning on Sunday, September 20th we will be returning to two worship services each Sunday morning. The first
worship service will begin at 8:30 AM. At this service the adult choir sings two times per month and the liturgy and
hymns are based on the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal that is found in the pews.
The second service will begin at 10:30 AM. The second service generally is led by a small ensemble group that
will use songs from the hymnal and from other sources. Holy Communion is celebrated at both services on the
first and third Sundays of the month.
A time for fellowship is held between worship services. If you attend the first worship service, you are invited to
join your friends, neighbors, and newcomers for a time of fellowship following worship. If you attend the second
service, you are invited to come a little bit early so that you can have a time of fellowship as well.
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The Men’s Book Study...
The men’s book study group will meet on Saturday, September 12th at 8:30 AM to continue
discussing Brian McCaren’s book, We Make the Road by Walking. Each chapter in this book
stands alone for learning and conversation, so if you haven’t been part of the group reading you
are welcome to join in and the group won’t miss a beat. We’d love to have you.

THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP

The Book Study Group will begin meeting on Thursday, September 10th. We are going to be studying ‘LOVE
WINS‘ by Rob Bell. Everyone is welcome! Coffee and fellowship (in the Fireside Room) at 9:30 AM with Study
from 10:00-11:30 AM. Books will be available at the first meeting.

th

XYZ ( Extra Years (of) Zest)

WHEN: Saturday, September 12 , at 4:00 PM
WHERE: Phil & Barb Lewison’s Cabin
Grilled “Germanburgers” will be provided along with coffee & tea. Please bring your own table service, your choice of
beverage (if you want something else), lawn chair and a side dish to share.
A sign-up sheet is at the Welcome Center along with a map to the cabin.
Look forward to seeing you on September 12th at 4:00 PM!

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
3-H Club (Humor, Health Hangout) will start up its monthly meeting again on Sunday, September 20th
from 1:30-2:30 PM. There will be readings, recordings and jokes to lift our spirits. Everyone is welcome.

CLF visits St Dysmas....
On Thursday, August 27th six members of Custer Lutheran Fellowship joined the men at the St. Dysmas
congregation in the South Dakota State Penitentiary for their weekly worship service. Glenn & Marlene Sellevold,
Caroline McDonald, Cozy Dorton, Duane Martinz and Pastor Tom Opoien were the visitors from CLF. St Dysmas,
an ELCA congregation located within the walls of the prison was started nearly twenty- five years ago through the
work of Prison Congregations of America (PCA).
The model of PCA congregations is to work in partnership with Christian denominations to start congregations
within prisons using an “inside/outside” model. On the inside of the walls the congregation is made of inmates who
call their own pastors, elect their own leaders, and work to design their own mission to Christian community inside
of the prison. On the “outside” there are congregations who partner with the prison congregation by worshiping
with them in prison, praying for them, creating an outside church council to help maintain and expand partner
congregation relationships. PCA congregations also help outside congregations to fulfill Jesus mandate in the
gospel of Matthew to visit the imprisoned.
For more information about St. Dysmas please look at their website at www.stdysmas.net/. For more information
about Prison Congregations of American visit
www.prisoncongregations.org/
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New Beginnings...
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new!” – 2 Corinthians 5:17
God is a God of new beginnings. The first book of the Bible is the book of Genesis. The word genesis even
means beginning. The first words of scripture are these “In the beginning….” God is a God of new creations. It
was in the beginning that God created the heavens and the earth. God created new life, blessed it and called it
good.
God is a God of new beginnings. In the beginning of the Gospels, the skies revealed a bright new star that shone
on a small dark cave in Bethlehem where the baby Jesus was born. God reveals God’s self through new
beginnings. Thirty years later at the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, the heaven opened up and God called
Jesus beloved at His baptism.
God is a God of new beginnings. God sent Abraham and Sarah on a wild ride of parenthood in a new land. God
led Moses, Aaron and Miriam out of Egypt and into freedom. God brought Jesus to earth, to the cross and into the
resurrection. God is a God of all these new journeys – for the people of Biblical times as well as for us.
It’s a new school year – a time of new beginnings for all of us. A time for brand new school supplies, new
schedules and renewed commitments. Perhaps your life journey took you far afield from your church family this
summer. God is a God of new beginnings.
And, “No Matter What” God promises that He will walk alongside us in this time of new beginnings. When we are
overwhelmed with tests, homework, activities and wonder how we will make it through – God is there. When our
teachers, parents, friends and neighbors frustrate us, hurt us, are unfair to us, or just don’t understand us – God is
there. When we are measured, tested and judged – God is there. When our worth is measured by our politics,
how well we perform, what grades we make, the friends we have – God is there. When we are see ourselves as
unlovable – God is there. When all we see is darkness, injustice, hate, exploitation, mean-spiritedness and we are
tempted to join in – God is there. When all we want is popularity, to fit in even at the expense and we want to be
anybody but ourselves – God is there. When we want to hold on tight to grudges, gripes and gossip because we
are so wounded – God is there. Because God is a God of new beginnings.
And so, it is time to return to the place of new beginnings. It is time to make a renewed commitment to Gather,
Grow, Give and Go with your CLF family. This is the place to refocus and re-center your life journey. This is the
place where your prayers, your fears and your frustrations will be heard and borne by all those gathered here. This
is the place where your prayers, hopes and dreams will be heard and celebrated by your church family. This is the
place where we send each other out to do and be God “with skin on” into our community.
God is a God of new beginnings. CLF is a place of new beginnings. Join us again. We’ve missed you.
Christ Makes Life Exciting!
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister

Our “Little Free Library”
There are more than 30,000 Little Free Libraries around the world. And now, we have one
here at CLF! Many thanks to Rudy Anderson for building and installing it. Our “Little Free
Library” is located right next to the CLF sign as you enter the church parking lot. It is
convenient enough that you can drive up or walk up to it. We invite the entire community to
use our “Little Free Library”.
The focus of this Library will be Christian books for children and their parents. The idea is
behind a “Little Free Library” is that you can Take A Book and Return A Book. We need your help to get started!
You can drop off new or gently used Christian books for children in the colorful marked bin outside of the office
door of Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal. If you are a thrift store shopper – keep an eye out for Christian
children’s books. This is a great place to get these books for very little money. The same is true for Dollar Stores.
We appreciate your gifts of books so we can stock our “Little Free Library”!

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:
WHEN: Monday, September 28th
WHERE: Canyon Hills Center in Spearfish
HOSTESSES: We will have lunch at the Bay Leaf Restaurant in Spearfish
PROGRAM: Visit and learn about the Canyon Hills Center
The Canyon Hills Center is a Lutheran Social Services facility. It is a psychiatric residential treatment center. It
is licensed to serve boys and girls ages 10-17 who have emotional, behavioral and educational challenges. It offers
a socialized education program, extensive outdoor recreation, opportunities for community involvement, and
evidence-based programming, including cognitive behavior therapy groups.
Our visit will be an all day event. We will meet at CLF at 9:00 AM and travel to Spearfish for lunch at the Bay
Leaf Restaurant at about 11:00 AM. During lunch we will have a speaker to give us information about the center.
Our appointment to visit the center is at l:00 PM. That will last approximately one hour. On our way home, we will
go through Spearfish Canyon and visit an unusual cemetery that is not far from there. Our estimated time of
arrival back in Custer is 4:30 PM, give or take several minutes. If you are interested in joining us for this very
interesting day, please call Jackie Hartwick at 673-2428 by Wednesday, September 9th to make a reservation or
you can sign up at the Welcome Center by that date. All are welcome to attend!
September will be a busy month for our W/ELCA group. Besides our meeting at the end of the month, we will be
providing the items for the sack lunches for “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday on September 13th. We will also be
setting up the ice cream sundae/banana split bar which will be held during the special prize giving event after
everyone is back at church.
W/ELCA will also be providing items for the backpack program at the elementary school during the month of
October. We will have our first round of packing items on Monday, October 5th at 9:30 AM in either the Fireside
Room or the Fellowship Hall. All help will be greatly appreciated!
Quilting starts on Tuesday, September 15th at 9:00 AM in the Narthex and will continue through the fall months.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs
of interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

July—September Mission Project:

School Kits — LWR, Pine Ridge & Custer Children
! 2 notebooks of ruled paper
! 12 sheets of construction paper
! 6 unsharpened pencils
! 30 cm ruler
! 1 pencil sharpener
! Box of 24 crayons
! 2 ½ inch eraser
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

Dear Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
Thank you so much for your wonderful hospitality during Day Camp. Your yummy snacks and the meals were delicious
and much appreciated. Linda, Yvonne, Frances and all the other adult and kid helpers were wonderful. We had a great
time working with your wonderful children. Outlaw Day Camp Staff....
~ Bailey, Becca, Halima & Katie

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

CROSSROADS

Building Changes...
For many years, the West door of the church
building has remained unlocked to give people easy
access to the facility. At their June meeting, the
Church Council decided to lock that door. The door
by the offices will be open during office hours from
8:30 AM until 3:00 PM on Monday through Friday.
If you need to get into the building at another time,
please make arrangements with one of the staff
ahead of time in order to gain access to the door
located across from the Fireside Room.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the
option to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the
“ONLINE GIVING” link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up
regularly scheduled donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by
following the instructions. At this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions
only, however you can set-up your own login/password and make changes with your
giving at any time.
Thanks dear CLF friends for all your cards, calls and prayers that have sustained
me this month. I feel you have put me in the palm of His Hand. May God bless and
keep you safe in His care, too.
~ Emily Harvey

2015 Budget thru July, 2015
2015 Actual

2015 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Youth House Building Sale
Total Income

% of Budget

$ 229,837.84
$
346.50
$
1,344.00
$
515.00
$
20.00
$ 20,301.50
$ 252,364.84

$ 242,083.33
$
700.00
$
700.00
$
1,166.67
$
4.000.00
$ 20,301.00
$ 268,951.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(12,245.49)
(353.50)
644.00
(651.67)
(3,980.00)
.50
(16,586.16)

94.9%
49.5%
192.0%
44.1%
.5%
100.0%
93.8%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 67,202.16
$
6,973.40
$
3,862.40
$ 45,024.89
$ 132,543.11
$ 255,605.96

$ 67,200.00
$
6,710.72
$
3,164.59
$ 44,744.01
$ 145,188.78
$ 267,008.10

$
$
$
$
$
$

2.16
262.68
697.81
280.88
(12,645.67)
(11,402.14)

100.0%
103.9%
122.1%
100.5%
91.3%
95.7%
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
It seems impossible but our summer will soon be gone!! I hope we have a nice long fall season.
I know many of you have been traveling more during the past few months. I hope you are sure
to be alert while driving & you always must watch out for the other drivers. I hope I find you in
good health. Always remember that if you have any health issues or want a visit especially after hospitalization to
call me as that is what is why I am here. I know of a few cases where I feel my extra visit or care made a big
difference. We will be restarting our Health Ministry Team in September & I really would like a few more members
for our small group. Just give me a call. Healthy Mind & Body...Be well, God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Learn about Mental Health...
If you or someone close to you is having mental health issues, don’t wait but get some help for this person. There
are so many options for help such as counseling, medication & group therapies. The sooner the person gets help
they will become mentally healthy sooner. Also remember, the person wants to ask for help but is too afraid. Be
there for them. Next month I want to discuss restarting our NAMI peer support group again.
Healthy in Mind, Healthy in Spirit
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

God’s Work. Our Hands.
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for
your Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work –
Our Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
¯ The Women of the ELCA are collecting items for School Kits (notebooks, construction paper, pencils, rulers,
sharpeners, crayons, erasers) which will be distributed to Lutheran World Relief, Pine Ridge and children in
Custer. Your donations are being collected through the month of September.
¯ We give thanks for all these folks who helped provide support for this summer’s Day Camp: Katie Bradeen,
Wanda Dahlstrom, Mindy Dooley, Ember Fluck, Wyatt Hudson, Gail Knudson, AJ Kortemeyer, Linda
Fennell, Frances Hall, Gail Opoien, Olivia Opoien, Steph Ornelas, Wendi Rusch, Mickey Schlecht and Sue
Studt. We were able to reach out to 46 children in our church and community.
¯ Gary & Rosemary Chappell, Linda Markegard and Jim & Mary Wirth helped to paint the DownUnder space
in preparation for a new school year of SPARK Kids.
¯ Rudy Anderson built and put up our brand new “Little Free Library” which will provide Christian books for
children and their parents.

Getting to Know You...
We have had many newcomers in our midst over the last several months. We would like to invite newcomers to
explore becoming part of the CLF family through membership.
Join us on Sunday morning, October 11th for our “Get Acquainted” Time between services. Long time members
are invited to join our newcomers at an orientation which will be held in the Fireside Room between services. We
will be sharing information about CLF’s many activities and programs.
We are also looking for New Member Mentors. We want each of our Newcomer families to be connected with a
specific current member. The Mentor will help out their New Member get more closely connected to CLF over the
next six months.
We will welcome New Members with a milestone blessing during worship on Sunday, October 25th. We hope you
can join us for that celebration as well.
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Wednesday NightLife began September 2nd...
Are you hungry? Hungry for hearty food? Hungry for good fellowship? Hungry for a morsel of faith?
Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s Wednesday NightLife has been going strong for over a decade now. If you haven’t
joined us for food, fellowship and faith we hope you will! Here’s the schedule:
Meal from 5-5:50 PM
Vespers (Evening Worship) at 6:00 PM
Education Hour (for all ages) at 6:30 PM
Choir Practice at 7:30 PM
BUT, in order for the meal portion to continue a...

Wednesday NightLife Meal Coordinator is Needed...
For over ten years now, members and visitors to CLF have been able to participate in a community meal in the CLF
Fellowship Hall on Wednesday evenings during the school year. The meal has been a tremendous success in
building community and providing a time for people to gather for fellowship. The meal has also served the practical
purpose of giving families of teenagers and young children a place to eat as a part of Wednesday educational
programs.
The Church Council is studying whether we will be able to continue serving this meal each week. Currently, for this
fall’s schedule we have had people volunteer to cook on two Wednesdays each month beginning in October.
However, we have no one to coordinate the meal, and we’re not exactly sure how we are going to feed people
during September. To be honest, we’re flying by the seat of our pants to get the meals planned, prepared, for the
beginning of the fall session.
In order for our meal to continue in some form (either weekly or bimonthly), Pastor Tom and the Church Council are
looking for a person to coordinate the meal. This meal coordinator position will not require any cooking or
purchasing of groceries. Instead the coordinator will maintain the schedule of cooks and communicate with the
church staff about the schedule. If you are willing to help with this position, please speak with Pastor Tom.
Also, along with a Meal Coordinator we could still use volunteers for the following positions:
• Semi-professional peanut butter & jelly sandwich maker: Sandwiches can be made at home or in the church
kitchen. Bread, PB and J will be provided.
• Large and small can opener and dumper. Under the direction of the main cook, this position would open
cans, slice vegetables and other things with knives and put them in pots.
• Dessert maker or purchaser. This position will require a person to make a couple dozen of Rice Krispy bars
or a similar type of dessert or will require a person to stop in the cookie aisle at the grocery store and
purchase a couple of bags of cookies.
If you would be interested in these or other small positions to help with the Wednesday NightLife Meals in the
autumn, please let Yvonne, Donna, or Pastor Tom know. We’re in the process of trying to plan meals under the
slogan, “Many Hands Make Light Work.”

Adult Ed Classes to be Held During Education Hour...

Beginning on Wednesday, September 2nd and continuing on Wednesday evenings throughout the school year,
Pastor Tom and other adults will be walking through the Bible from beginning to end. You are invited to attend this
adult Bible class from 6:30 until 7:30 in the Fireside Room.

Rap Group News...

The Rap Group will meet for a fall planning meeting on Sunday, September 20th at 9:45 AM in the
DownUnder youth room. We will plan an overnight campout, plan fall activities, talk about the firewood
schedule, and begin talking about summer mission trip plans. As always, parents are encouraged attend
this monthly meeting with their teenager.

Youth News
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SPARK Kids...
We began our Second Year of SPARK Kids on September 2nd. Every Wednesday afternoon
children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 will be picked up at school and transported to church.
Our time together is a fast-moving pace of learning activities including snacks, stories, games,
science experiments, arts and crafts. Lots of fun and new friends! This school year we will be
using a new curriculum called, The Story.
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:00 PM. Then children and their families are
invited to join us for a meal followed by worship. We are done by 6:30 PM. The fall worship will focus on the Bible
stories the children are learning in SPARK Kids under the overarching theme of GATHER, GROW, GIVE, GO.
There is NO cost for this program. Friends and neighbors are welcome. All children need to be registered by their
parents in order to participate in SPARK Kids. Registration materials are available through the church office.
The Bible stories for the month of September are as follows:
Ø September 2 – “Gather.” – Matthew 18:20, Acts 2:43-47; 4:32-37
Ø September 9 – “The Beginning of Life as We Know It” – Genesis 1:1-3:24
Ø September 16 – “God Builds a Nation” – Genesis 12:1-15:21
Ø September 23 – “Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh” – Genesis 37:1-36; 39:1-23; 41:1-45:7
Ø September 30 – “Out of Egypt” – Exodus 1:1-2:10; 3:9; 12:31; 13:21-22
Come and see the newly painted DownUnder! We have various furniture pieces arriving this month and will be
installing new items for this child friendly space each week. We give thanks to Erv and DeMaris Nesheim for the
financial gift that makes all this possible!

Spotlight on Confirmation...
We are looking forward to a new year of Confirmation for our Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade Youth. We have a
new curriculum, a new Bible and as well, some new activities that will continue to strengthen this ministry. Sixth
and Seventh Grade Youth will be together in one group. This year they will explore the Ten Commandments and
the Lord’s Prayer. The following year will be a study of the Old and New Testaments. Eighth Grade Youth will be
their own group. They will begin with a study of the Apostle’s Creed followed by an exploration of Lutheran Living.
We will continue to hold several Faith Mentor Nights and Parent/Youth Servant Events throughout the year. Faith
Mentors will also meet with their Confirmation Youth during the six weeks of Lent. Eighth Graders will plan and
prepare a “Faith in Action Project” throughout the year.
An Orientation Meeting for Families was held on Wednesday, September 2nd. Confirmation Learning Events will
continue to be held on Wednesday evenings beginning September 9th. The first BIG activity will be the participation
of Confirmation families in the “God’s Work – Our Hands” Sunday on September 13th.

Sunday School...
We are kicking off another year of Sunday School for children. All are welcome to join us
beginning on September 20th at 9:40 AM in the Upper Fellowship Hall. We will be using
the SPARK Lectionary curriculum. This means that the Bible readings that are used in
worship on that Sunday morning will be the basis for the lessons that the children will be
learning during the Sunday School hour.
Ø September 20 – “Who Is The Greatest?” – Mark 9:30-37
Ø September 27 – “Share God’s Love” – Mark 9:38-50
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Welcome to CLf choir...
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Came and join us this year. All are welcome!! If you love to sing or “Make a Joyful Noise”, please come and join
us. Choir begins September 9th at 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary. We look forward to seeing you there!
~ Marlene Sellevold, Director
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terri Herman & Michelle Lehman have been working hard to re-organize care & Share monthly groups. Below is how the
congregation is split into groups. Please check the month to which you have been assigned. If it does not work for you,
please contact the church office (673-4691 or clf@gwtc.net) and let us know which month will work for you. also, if we
did not include you in a month, please let us know which month you prefer. thanks!
SEPTEMBER
Steve & Judy Baldwin
Marge Baldwin
Jim & Donna Chamberlain

DECEMBER
Jim & Amy Ashmore
David & Lisa Brown
Dan & Linda Custis
Paul & Jackie Heinert
Dan & Diana Edwards
Jim & Pat Hattervig
Roe & Pat Eidsness
Corbin & Terri Herman
JoAnn Evans
Cindy & Augie Heyne
Berni Johnson
Marvin & Sharee Johnson
Dave & Sharon Hansen
Camille Riner & Paul Horsted Dick & Sharon Jones
Clorinne Koeppe
Wanda Harvey
Chad & Michelle Lehman
Phil & Barb Lewison
Cindy Mayes
Chuck and Kaona Hazlett
Dennis & Caroline McDonald Ginny Myers
Ken & Nicole Parker
LaVonne Horn
Ardelle McPherson
Paul & Carol Niemann
Sunny Reeves
June Johnston
Wayne & Nina Nielsen
Dale & Teresa Obnauer
Helen Sanberg
Art & Amy Kirk
Bernie & Sharon Quaschnick David & E J Reid
Mary Stutz
Joyce Naugle & Ivan Johannsen Gary & Carol Roberts
Matt & Wendi Rusch
Thurston & Cheryl Pond
Matt & Selena Spring
Glen & Marlene Sellevold Dave & Jan Thom
Bill & Margaret Tretheway
Abe & Jackie Robb
Casey & Eve Trandem
Clay & Sue Studt
Leon & Ann Wagner
Li Fjerestad & Gary Williams Mark & Bonnie Thompson Dennis Wicks
Linda Zachow
Joanne & Neil Witt
Richard & Marlene Tucker Steve & Michelle Witt
Rick & Connie Wellington
JANUARY
Russ & Amy Bailey
Craig & Becky Black
John & Susan Culberson
Mike & Heather Hiltunen
Lonnie Hosman
Darlene Kainz
Mike & Sara Janson
Rex & Jana Jorgensen
Denny & Donna McConnell
Matt & Mirium Padilla
Dan & Shirley Roddy
Jon & Jane Skaar
Kim & Alan Webster
Jared Webster
David & Cindy Whitaker
Jim & Arbutus Winter

OCTOBER
Dan & Kari Alfson
John & Diana Carson
Jim & Nancy Dunston

FEBRUARY
Arny & Delores Anderson
Allen & Kim Canete
Nate & Erin Chowning
Linda & Gene Fennell
Matt Haugen
Darwin & Jerilee Hoeft
Dale & Donna Karsky
Liz Kleffner
Blaine & Joey Kortemeyer
Jim & Carol Laverick
Craig Lewis & Yvonne Steindal
Rick March
John & Rae Mooney
Fred & Mary Rittberger
Karen Schleining
Dave & Sharon Smith

NOVEMBER
Rudy & Lois Anderson
Jon & Wanda Dahlstrom
Frank & Mindy Dooley

MARCH
Ralph & Pat Bueschel
Sandi Cutshall
Jackie Hartwick & Bill Baker
Karen & Monni Karim
Don & Karen Kraus
Marlys Lefevre
Linda Markegard
Scott Olson
Matt & Steph Ornelas
Dale & Bonnie Schaffer
Lonnie & Sarah Schryvers
Barb Severin
Harold & Ann Snow
Sott & Lori Svoboda
Amber & Jarred Yates
Dean & Paula Young
Craig & Roberta Walz
Tim & Tammy Wicks

APRIL
Elaine Alt
Derek & Amanda Barrios
Lisa Bryant
Travis & Kelly Degrote
Jean Diedtrich
Jacob & Jenny Diedtrich
Steve & Lisa Esser
Norbert & Jane Faulstich
Ron & Jacki French
John & Karla Kirk
Joe & Erin Konkol
Nancy & Duane Martinz
Les & Wanda McClanahan
Tom & Gail Opoien
Rich & Kathy Polzine
Verl & Kathy Scheibe
Dan & Anita Swanson
Greg & Connie Werner
(Continued next page)
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Care & Share Groups Continued
MAY
Joel & Christie Behlings
Keith & Laura Burden
Ann Cazer
Steve Engelbrecht
John & Peggy Evans
Ron & Jacki French
Jeff Frisco
Cindy Hockelberg
Pat & Rick Hudson
Joyce Jindra
Chris & Maria LeDuc
Bud & Mary Olson
Christy Schmahl
Kent & Renae Schneider
Candace Shelton
Landon Swanson
Nathan & Katie Wiederholt

JUNE
Wayne & Mary Boots
Monty & Kathy Bradeen
Tracy Clark & Christian Frank
Ellen Conroy
Joan Eggers
Arley & Pam Fadness
Dave & Lisa Fluck
Shell & Bebe Gordon
Paul & Karen Larson
Marlys Lefever
Matt & Maria May
Doris & Dave Mertz
Bill & Betty Noble
Terry & Arle Reetz
Ken & Linda Schleman
Janet Serino
Robert & Sherri Timperly

JULY
Craig & Lori Goth
Larry & Karen Guischer
Merrell & Vicki Hoveskeland
Doug & Becky Kerkvleit
Dwight & Mary Klein
Gail & Eldon Knudson
Bob & Linda Kreider
Norman & Sylvia Lee
Loren & Phyllis Lyndoe
Brad & Connie McKinney
Janice Muckler
Larry & Leslie Noem
Larry Peterson
David & Lisa Pickford
Larry & Lorna Reichenberg
Randall & Susan Severs
Richard & Susan Todd

AUGUST
Paula & Fritz Adams
Randy & Sandy Bratland
Marion Bangsund
Gary & Rosemary Chappell
Cozy & Bob Dorton
Mark & Sonja Hogg
Lavonne Horn
Carol Torgerson Kessenich
Charles & Vicki Larson
Ken & Laura Marchand
Charlie & Mary Myers
Tom & Jennifer Nelson
Erv & DeMaris Nesheim
Bill & Kaye Nichol
Ed & Tracey Pulse
Janet Twedt
Walker & Jean Witt

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
Outdoor Landscaping
Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Hand Bells
Recent Gifts:
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Herb Stender from John & Rae Mooney
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Tom Kessenich from Ginny Myers for the music program

Please notify Pastor Tom or Outreach Minister, Yvonne when:
Ø There is a hospitalization in your family
Ø There is a death in your family
Ø You would like a pastoral visit
Ø There is a birth or adoption
Ø Someone becomes homebound
Ø Someone becomes unemployed
Ø There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when
you arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
the body of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pastor Tom Opoien
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
tom_clf@gwtc.net
yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
605-440-2784 (cell)
673-4691 (church)
605-593-6165 (cell)
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Downunder painting....

50th anniversary celebration...
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – August 18, 2015
Treasurer’s Report — Lisa Fluck reviewed the financial report.
Unfinished Business:
¯ Memorial – Pastor Tom read a letter giving a memorial gift. Council discussed where this gift should be used.
A motion was made to put $2,500 into the Capital Improvement Account (with the intention to look again at the
recommendations from the energy audit) and the rest into the General Fund. The motion was seconded and
carried.
¯ Thrivent Choice – August amount – $185 / $1,529
¯ CLF 50th Anniversary Recap – members shared their favorite parts of the celebration. All agreed it was a
great event. Acknowledgements were given to all that worked so hard to make this a success.
¯ Custer Highland Property – President Dahlstrom informed members that the listing on the property we own
has expired. A motion was made to renew this listing, it was seconded and carried. Dahlstrom will inform the
realtor.
New Business:
¯ Summer Worship Evaluation – Members discussed the benefits/drawbacks of the single service held this
summer. It was suggested that we do a survey to see what the congregation thought about the single summer
service. Staff will decide how/when this will be done.
¯ Adjusting the Time for Second Service – Members discussed maintaining the relationships formed between
members this summer with the single service by making the services closer together so that people could
share fellowship time. Council discussed how this would affect meetings, Sunday School and RAP group.
Dave Thom made a motion that we move the second service to 10:30 AM for a trial period starting September
20th. It was seconded and carried.
¯ Wednesday NightLife Meals/Evaluation – Pastor Tom polled members on what council’s thoughts were on
the Wednesday NightLife community outreach program. Members agreed that they were happy with the
attendance and successful programming of this outreach. Pastor Tom spoke about his concern about the lack
of a regular cook or coordinator to continue to provide the meal for this ministry. Members discussed. It was
requested that Pastor Tom and Yvonne research and provide three possible options on how they would
recommend this might be done to be discussed and followed up at the next meeting.
2015 Goals & Lead Activities:
¯ Goal 1 – Average Weekly Worship: 239 – Our average year to date is 237.
1. Care & Share: Terri & Michelle – Michelle & Terri will be meeting with Donna to set-up the Care & Share
calendar for the year.
¯ Goal 2 – New Member Connections
1. New Resource in the pews – is going well
2. New Member Picture Board – Camille & Carol will meet with Yvonne in September
Reflections on Mission and Ministry:
¯ Outreach Minister Report – Yvonne shared her written report. There were 48 children at VBS/Day Camp
and it was great. Our free library box is up by the sign and will be used for children’s Christian books.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns:
¯ Social Ministry – Yvonne reported that the committee has met and they are signing up volunteers for “God’s
Work. Our Hands.” Sunday.

We’re All Smiles!
The Dakota Smiles Mobile Dental Program will be in Custer the week of September 21-25. (The date was moved
back a month due to a fire which destroyed one of the mobile units.) This program is made possible through a
partnership with Custer Lutheran Fellowship and Delta Dental.
Dakota Smiles parks their big colorful fully equipped dental clinic outside the Elementary School. A full staff will be
here to do this work. Children and youth are cleared and then set up for appointments by Jean Witt, the school
nurse. Children will receive quality oral health services, including cleanings, preventive services, fillings, and oral
health education. Dakota Smiles will treat children, youth and young adults up to the age of 21 who do not have a
dental home, children who have not seen a dentist for two years, or children who live more than 85 miles from a
dentist. No one is turned away for inability to pay.
We give thanks for the generous gift of Erv and DeMaris Nesheim for making the monies available to provide dental
care for families in need in our community. Their gift makes this program possible for several years in Custer. This
is another prime example of God’s Work. Our Hands.
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Pentecost 14
Tuesday, September 1 : Psalm 106:1-6, 13-23, 47-78; Deuteronomy 4:15-20; 1 Peter 2:19-25
Wednesday, September 2 : Psalm 106:1-6, 13-23, 47-48; Deuteronomy 4:21-40; Mark 7:9-23
Pentecost 15
Thursday, September 3: Psalm 146; Isaiah 30:27-33; Romans 2:1-11
Friday, September 4: Psalm 146; Isaiah 32:1-8; Romans 2:12-16
Saturday, September 5: Psalm 146; Isaiah 33:1-9; Matthew 15:21-31
Sunday, September 6: Psalm 146; Isaiah 35:4-7a; James 2:1-17; Mark 7:24-37
Monday, September 7: Isaiah 38:10-20; Joshua 6:1-21; Hebrews 11:29—12:2
Tuesday, September 8: Isaiah 38:10-20; Joshua 8:1-23; Hebrews 12:3-13
Wednesday, September 9: Isaiah 38:10-20; Judges 15:9-20; Matthew 17:14-21
Pentecost 16
Thursday, September 10: Psalm 116:1-9; Josua 2:1-14; Hebrews 11:17-22
Friday, September 11: Psalm 116:1-9; Joshua 2:15-24; James 2:17-26
Saturday, September 12: Psalm 116:1-9; Joshua 6:22-27; Matthew 21:23-32
Sunday, September 13: Psalm 116:1-9; Isaiah 50:4-9a; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38
Monday, September 14: Psalm 119:169-176; 1 Kings 13:1-10; Romans 3:9-20
Tuesday, September 15: Psalm 119:169-176; 1 Kings 13:11-25; Colossians 3:1-11
Wednesday, September 16: Psalm 119:169-176; Isaiah 10:12-20; John 7:25-36
Pentecost 17
Thursday, September 17: Psalm 54; Judges 6:1-10; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
Friday, September 18: Psalm 54; 1 Kings 22:24-40; Romans 11:25-32
Saturday, September 19: Psalm 54; 2 Kings 17:5-18; Matthew 23:29-39
Sunday, September 20: Psalm 54; Jeremiah 11:18-20; James 3:123—4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37
Monday, September 21: Psalm 139:1-18; 2 Kings 5:1-14; James 4:8-17
Tuesday, September 22: Psalm 139:1-18; 2 Kings 11:21—12:16; James 5:1-6
Wednesday, September 23: Psalm 139:1-18; Jeremiah 1:4-10; John 8-21-38
Pentecost 18
Thursday, September 24: Psalm 19:7-14; Exodus 18:13-27; Acts 4:13-31
Friday, September 25: Psalm 29:7-14; Deuteronomy 1:1-18; Acts 12:20-25
Saturday, September 26: Psalm 19:7-14; Deuteronomy 27:1-10; Matthew 5:13-20
Sunday, September 27: Psalm 19:7-14; Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50
Monday, September 28: Psalm 5; Zechariah 6:9-15; 1 Peter 1:3-9
Tuesday, September 29: Psalm 5; Zechariah 8:18-23; 1 John 2:18-25
Wednesday, September 30: Psalm 5; Zechariah 10:1-12; Matthew 18:6-9
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lisa Fluck
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

