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Author Tom Roberts to Present at CLF on November 15th...
At the Sunday morning worship services on November 15th, longtime Children’s Home
Society of South Dakota supporter and author Tom Roberts will be reading his children’s
book, The Little Lost Sock, as a part of the children’s sermon. He will also be reading
from his books during Sunday School that day. The Little Lost Sock and Tom’s other
children’s books will be available for purchase that Sunday as well.
Each book sells for $20. These purchases benefit the programs and services at
Children’s Home Society of South Dakota. Each year, children and families from all
across South Dakota are served through their residential treatment, education,
emergency shelter, forensic interviews and examinations, foster care and adoption
services.
The 2015 Christmas season will mark the 14th year since Children’s Home Society
partnered with Tom Roberts to produce his stories, 'Twas The Night Before Christ,
Santa's Prayer, The Little Lost Sock, and The Home Collection CD along with his
newest story entitled, Return to The Farm - A Christmas Journey -- a story of his
childhood memories of Christmas on the farm near Ipswich, SD.
According to the Children’s Society website over of 46,000 books and CD’s have been
sold and a net total of $971,000 raised to support the work of the South Dakota
Children’s Home Society.
Tom Roberts is originally a farm-boy from the Ipswich/Aberdeen area of South Dakota,
but he and his wife, Tammy, have been long-time residents of Sioux Falls. His affiliation
with the Children's Home Society (CHS) began several years ago as a volunteer Santa
Claus for the kid's Christmas Party. Then in 2002, he and Tammy produced one of his
stories, 'Twas The Night Before Christ, into a book as a fundraiser for Children's Home.
The project was a great success and eventually led to Tammy joining their staff as a
Development Officer. In the Spring of 2009, Tom too was invited to join the team at CHS
as their Event coordinator and subsequently published his second and third books,
Santa's Prayer and The Little Lost Sock as a benefit for CHS. In 2013, he and Tammy
produced an audio collection of his stories on a CD entitled, The Home Collection. In
2014, CHS launched his fourth book - Return to the Farm - a Christmas Journey!
Working together as mission-minded advocates for CHS, Tom and Tammy continue to
produce and promote these stories as a unique means of raising support and awareness
for kids in need.

THE LITTLE LOST SOCK — A simple yet poignant story of hope, the power of faith, and how true friendship can make a
positive difference in the life of another. Reminiscent of the tales by Hans Christian Anderson, THE LITTLE LOST SOCK is a
poetic fable about a lonely misplaced sock searching for purpose. After an unsuccessful attempt to receive help from other lost
souls, the sock finds meaning through friendship with a book -- a very special book! A surprise transformation reveals the sock
as much more than it had ever imagined. A heart-warming tale that you'll want to share with the entire family every Christmas!

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service is November 25th...
Before you stuff yourself with turkey, come to Custer Lutheran Fellowship for a worship service of ‘giving thanks’ and
praise to God. We will gather at 6:30 PM for a simple service of song and prayer, to hear God’s Word and taste God’s
goodness. Please note that the regular Wednesday NightLife schedule is suspended (no meal and no education hour),
however all are invited to bring an offering of non-perishable food to help support the local food pantry at the Storehouse
as well as a financial offering to support the global ministry of ELCA World Hunger. As we give thanks for such
abundance, we encourage you to take time to offer thanks and praise to God for the simple blessings of life, breath, faith,
and the ability to serve in Christ’s name. A World Hunger offering envelope is included with this newsletter for your use.
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THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP
In November, the Thursday Christian Book Study Group will begin reading “THE RAPTURE EXPOSED” by Barbara
Rossing. Some background on the book... The author, Barbara Rossing, writes:
To understand the biblical basis for much of today’s end-times thinking we have to begin our story further
back than the book of Revelation. In the view of Darby and other dispensationalists, God’s whole biblical
plan for the end-times is already mapped out in the Old Testament. The entire end-times framework of
Darby’s dispensationalist system is based on just three verses at the end of chapter 9 of Daniel! (page 25)
The problem according to Rossing is that the Book of Revelation has been distorted to fit the model of theology instead of the Book itself shaping a model of theology. She points out that no where in the text does the word “Anti
Christ” appear as well as there is no mention of the Anti Christ establishing a covenant with Israel and then breaking that covenant. These items have been read into the pages of scripture and made to fit.
Rossing lays out well reasoned arguments on why the message of Revelation is one of hope and not World War III.
The message of Revelation is one that is centered in the notion of God’s revealing and redemptive power now, not
in some predetermined future date.
Everyone is welcome! Coffee and fellowship (in the Fireside Room) at 9:30 AM with Study from 10:00-11:30 AM.
Books are available in the office.

MEN’S BREAKFAST/BOOK STUDY...

The men’s book study group will meet in the Fireside Room on Saturday, November 7th at 8:00
AM to eat breakfast and to continue discussing Brian McCaren’s book, We Make the Road by
Walking. Each chapter in this book stands alone for learning and conversation, so if you haven’t
been part of the group reading you are welcome to join in and the group won’t miss a beat. We’d
love to have you.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
Need a Laugh? 3-H Club (Humor, Health Hangout) meet on Sunday, November 22nd from 1:30-2:30
in the Fireside Room. Proverbs 17:22 reminds us: “A cheerful heart is a good medicine, but a
downcast spirit dries up the bones.” We’ll be watching part of a DVD, “I’m Not High Maintenance,
Just Low Tolerance” by Anita Renfroe. Everyone is welcome to come and share in the laughter.

What’s Your Name, Again?
Beginning in November – the second Sunday of every month – will be designated as Nametag Sunday! A table will
be set up with self-stick nametags and markers. Please stop, pick up a tag, print your name and wear it.
We may think we know everyone – but, the truth is we don’t. Every week we have newcomers among us. This is a
simple way of continuing to be a welcoming community of faith. The first Nametag Sunday will be November 8th!

where in the world is flat jesus?
This summer CLF families took Flat Jesus with them wherever they have traveled. It has been fun to see!
There is still time for you to post your summer travels with Flat Jesus on the CLF Facebook page or your own
social media sites. Add #flatjesusclf to each photo you post. Or you can e-mail your “Flat Jesus” photos to
Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal at yvonne__clf@gwtc.net.
We are collecting your photos now and will be posting an album on CLF’s Facebook page in the near future. In
addition, we will have a bulletin board full of “Flat Jesus” pictures. Be on the lookout for that. Once again – a fun
and simple way to share your faith with others!
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Living Generously...
I love the Psalms and often use them for my personal devotions. Recently, I read Psalm 37 in its entirety. I was
struck by these verses towards the end of that Psalm.
I have been young, and now am old,
yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken
or their children begging bread.
They are ever giving generously and lending;
Their children become a blessing. (Psalm 37:25-26)
Early on in the Bible, God makes an astonishing statement to Abraham. God tells Abraham, “I will make of you a
great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
(Genesis 12:2-3) With those words, God lays upon Abraham a blessing … but also a responsibility.
When we see the word “blessing,” we tend to think of it as being directed toward our own personal being. We think
blessing is all about us. God “blesses” and we receive the “blessing.”
But, if we take a closer look at what God says to Abraham, something else becomes apparent. “Blessings” are
always something to be given away. Blessings are not to be hoarded and enjoyed only for ourselves. That would
be like taking the entire birthday cake and not sharing it with our guests! Instead we have been blessed by God in
order to be a blessing to others. Now, that’s a responsibility!
Read over that Genesis 12 passage once more. Note that only once does God tell Abraham that He will bless him.
But God tells Abraham three times that others will be blessed through him. God does not bless us in order for us to
feel good about ourselves. God wants us to give away the blessings that have been given to us. God blesses us
so that we in turn can bless others.
To live generously is to fully live in tune with the heart of God. Receive, so that you can give. Live generously,
because this is what God desires of us. This is radical counter-cultural stuff. It is so opposite of the world in which
we live.
Psalm 37 says that living generously has a far greater impact than we might ever know. When we choose to live
generously – giving, loving, blessing, encouraging, lending and mending that which is broken – we leave a legacy
for the next generation. When we model generosity, we instill in the next generation that generosity is a value to be
embraced. As we are a blessing to others, our children, our grandchildren, our godchildren, see this value and will
more readily embrace it as their own. We ensure that the cycle of blessing will continue.
I am already weary of the posturing that is taking place as our country prepares for another presidential election. I
am saddened by the rhetoric of all the candidates. The sound bites of our society depict us as a people who are all
consumed and absorbed in the self – self-advancement, self-promotion and even self-blessing. What kind of
legacy are we leaving for the next generation? Do we really want to leave a legacy that is saturated in the self? Or
do we want to leave a legacy that sees the blessing of others as central to the message of God? I would like to
hear this debated in this election cycle.
We have been blessed. Now, it’s our turn ….
Yvonne Steindal
Outreach Minister

CLF’s “Little Free Library”
Did you know that there are more than 30,000 Little Free Libraries around the world? Did you know that we have
one here at CLF? It sits next to the CLF sign as you enter the church parking lot. Anyone can use CLF’s “Little
Free Library”. The focus of this Library is Christian books for children and their parents. The idea is that you can
‘Take A Book and Return A Book’.
Thank you for all of you who have donated books. As we are now in the season of thanksgiving – we encourage
you to add a book or two to your shopping cart. You can then drop off new or gently used Christian books for
children in the bright pink bin outside of the office door of Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal. We also welcome
your financial gifts towards the purchase of books. In this way, we can continue to stock CLF’s “Little Free Library.”

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, November 16th, 11:30 AM at CLF
WHERE: Fireside Room
HOSTESSES: Wanda McClanahan & Li Fjerestad
PROGRAM: Thank Offering Service—LaVonne Masters will be our guest speaker. LaVonne is an inspirational speaker,
author and minister. She lives in Rapid City. She lost three sons in the flood of 1972. She will share how she has
used scripture and meditation as tools to work through her loss.
On September 28th, the CLF W/ELCA women went to visit Canyon Hill Treatment Center (CHC) to learn more about
this facility. Canyon Hills is a treatment facility for children who have significant mental health, behavioral and
possible legal issues and cannot function at home or who are out of control and disruptive in their schools and
communities. CHC is an accredited facility that is a part of the Lutheran Social Services network for Residential
Services for Children and Youth. They are licensed to provide services for 25 residents, serving boys and girls 10-18
years of age. The average is is 13 years. CHC served 66 youth in 2013. The average stay of youth is about 7 months.
CHC provides a very complete care program with individual and family programming. In 2013, 89% who were residents
for more than 30 days and completed the program, were able to transition and maintain in a less restrictive setting
for at least 6 months. Many children were able to return home. Most children are from the western part of South
Dakota. W/ELCA women were able to tour the facility and better understand what day to day routines are for these
children, hear about some of the treatment modalities and see the facility. Our many thanks to DeMaris & Ervin Nesheim for arranging our visit and for a wonderful luncheon at the Sage Leaf Restaurant.
At our October meeting we made card packets for the girls and Quest/Excel. We also shared information about our
trip to Canyon Hills in September. Thanks to all who helped pack items for the Backpack Program in October.
W/ELCA’s Craft & Goodie Sale will be held on Sunday, November 22nd between services. This is always a fun event to
help get us in the holiday spirit. Remember that all women are invinted to donate items to this sale. We will have a
lefse making party on Saturday, November 21sr at 1:00 PM in the church kitchen. The lefse will be sold at the Craft &
Goodie Sale. All are invited to come and help. Please bring any tools that you have for making lefse, or come and learn
how to make lefse. This will be our third lefse making party. We would like to make twice as much as we did last year. It
is a very popular item at our sale!
Quilting is going well. They continue meeting on Tuesday mornings at 9:00 AM in the Narthex. We have given away 60
quilts this year! They are in need of the following items: fabric pieces, old soft blankets and mattress pads.
We could also use small, stuffed animals and/or small, seasonal items for Bingo prizes. Please bring them to church and
place in the Quilting Room.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

October—December Mission Project: The Storehouse
] Canned food – meats, vegetables, fruits, soups, cranberry sauce
] Spaghetti, pasta & sauce
] Cereals
] Instant Potatoes
] Stuffing Mix
] Cake Mixes/Tubs of Frosting
] Peanut butter
] Soaps – laundry, dish, body
] Macaroni & Cheese
] Paper towels & toilet tissue
] & any other food items you’d like to bring J
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

CROSSROADS

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB
Volunteers are needed for the CLF/CSC-that's the
"Clean Sidewalk Club." There is a sign-up sheet at
the Welcome Center in the Narthex for week days
or week-ends. There are two spaces for each
grouping. Thanks!!

Thursday Men’s Breakfast

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

6:30 AM — “Our Place”
Come join us for breakfast. There’s
always good conversation and good
food! Open to newcomers!

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the
option to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the
“ONLINE GIVING” link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up
regularly scheduled donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by
following the instructions. At this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions
only, however you can set-up your own login/password and make changes with your
giving at any time.

2015 Budget thru September, 2015
2015 Actual

2015 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Youth House Building Sale
Total Income

% of Budget

$ 297,886.63
$
623.13
$
1,567.00
$
515.00
$
20.00
$ 20,301.50
$ 320,913.26

$ 311,250.00
$
900.00
$
900.00
$
1,500.00
$
6.000.00
$ 20,301.00
$ 340,851.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(13,363.37)
(276.87)
667.00
(985.00)
(5,980.00)
.50
(19,937.74)

95.7%
69.2%
174.1%
34.3%
.3%
100.0%
94.2%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 85,464.61
$
7,871.75
$
5,256.50
$ 57,071.16
$ 163,381.80
$ 319,045.82

$ 86,400.00
$
8,516.06
$
4,068.75
$ 57,528.00
$ 186,671.27
$ 343,184.08

$
$
$
$
$
$

(935.39)
(644.31)
(1,187.75)
(456.84)
(23,289.47)
(24,138.26)

98.9%
92.4%
129.2%
99.2%
87.5%
93.0%
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
I was so pleased to see so many more people taking advantage of our free blood pressure
screening in October. It not only monitors how your blood pressure is doing but also gives me a
chance to meet more people in our congregation. Our Health Ministry Team met in October and
planned out a presentation scheduled in November. Please check out the info on this very important presentation
on Mental Illness & Suicide for all ages. It is so tragic to lose someone to suicide and even understanding how to
deal with mental illness that we hope we have a good attendance. Remember to let me know if you are in need of
a visit especially after a hospitalization or any illness. Let’s continue to enjoy a “typical” fall season.
God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Dealing with Mental Illness & Suicide...
The Health Ministry Team is presenting a very important presentation for all ages. We hope you will attend & learn
more & understand what may be done to help our loved ones. We will have Kim Nemar, LPC-MH, QMHP, a
Licensed Professional Counselor who works with Behavioral Management Systems. We will learn how to deal with
Mental Health with an emphasis on suicide prevention and dealing with mental illness, either for loved ones or for
ourselves. We know there are many people of all age groups, societal groups and education who are dealing with
these issues. It is not something to ignore as the consequences may be permanent. We hope to see you there.
Where: Custer Lutheran Fellowship in the Fireside Room
When: November 20th, Friday from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM.

God’s Work. Our Hands. — Faith in Action...
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for
your Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work –
Our Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
v The Women of the ELCA are collecting items for The Storehouse. Your donations are welcome. Items
needed include: canned food, pasta, cereal, instant potatoes, stuffing mix, cake mix & frosting, peanut
butter, soaps, mac & cheese, paper towels & toilet paper.
v Our weekly Wednesday NightLife meal is a big undertaking. SPARK Kids have been setting tables each
week. Cozy Dorton and Barb Lewison have been coming early to help with last minute preparations.
Confirmation families have been doing the clean up. Meals have been prepared by Craig Lewis, as well as
Landon Swanson and Erica Johnson from Bitter Esters.
v In Children’s Ministry the leadership for Sunday School has been provided by Nancy Suelflow and Michelle
Lehman. The SPARK Kids program relies on many volunteers: Bill Nichols, Gary Roberts, Anita Swanson,
Christy Schmahl, Pat Hattervig.
v Li Fjerestad has been working to set up the church library. Check it out! It has a whole new look!

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗ Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
∗ Outdoor Landscaping
∗ Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
∗ Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
∗ Hand Bells
Recent Gifts:
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Emily Harvey from John & Rae Mooney, Leigh & Sunny
Reeves, Mark & Bonnie Thompson, Rudy & Lois Anderson and Jim & Arbutus Winter
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SPARK Kids...
The Second Year of SPARK Kids is going strong! We have 33 children in Kindergarten through
Grade 5 registered. Every Wednesday afternoon children are picked up at school and transported
to church. The hour goes fast with a wide variety of learning activities including snacks, stories,
games, science experiments, arts and crafts. You can check out all the fun we are having through
CLF’s Facebook page. We post photos every week!
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:00 PM. SPARK Kids then help to set up for our Wednesday
NightLife meal. Children and their families are encouraged to stay for the meal followed by worship. We are done
by 6:30 PM. This fall worship is focusing on the Bible stories the children are learning in SPARK Kids under the
overarching theme of GATHER, GROW, GIVE, GO!
There is NO cost for this program. Friends and neighbors are welcome. All children need to be registered by their
parents in order to participate in SPARK Kids. Registration materials are available through the church office. It’s
never too late to register a child!
The Bible stories for the month of November are as follows:
ª November 4 – “The Faith of a Foreign Woman” – Ruth 1:1-2:33
ª November 11 – “Messages from God” – 1 Samuel 1:1-2:2, 21; 3:1-10
ª November 18 – “From Shepherd to King” – 1 Samuel 17:1-50
Please note that there will not be any SPARK Kids on Wednesday, November 25th as this is the start of the
Thanksgiving weekend. Families are invited to come to worship on that night at 6:30 for a celebration of
thanksgiving. Bring canned food items which will be donated to The Storehouse.

Wednesday NightLife...
The November schedule for our family style meal on Wednesdays is as follows…
ª 4:00 PM – We always need help to do the last preparations – which includes filling water pitchers, making
lemonade and coffee, setting out food, plates and untensils.
ª 5:00 PM – The SPARK Kids sets all the tables with salt & pepper, glasses and places a water pitcher on
each table.
ª 5:15 PM – A spoken grace is shared before we eat. The meal schedule for November is as follows:
¯ November 4 – Lynn’s Chicken & Family Potluck (everyone needs to bring something to share)
¯ November 11 – Meal prepared by Craig Lewis
¯ November 18 – Meal prepared by Bitter Esters
ª 5:45 PM – Sing grace and announcements
ª 6:00 PM – Worship
ª 6:30 PM – Confirmation and Adult Learning Classes
ª 7:30 PM – Choir Practice
Please note there will NOT be regular Wednesday NightLife on November 25th as this is the start of the
Thanksgiving weekend. We will have a thanksgiving worship celebration beginning at 6:30 PM. Everyone is
encouraged to bring canned food items as an offering to be donated to The Storehouse.

Walk For Water...
This school year the focus of our “Noisy Offering” will be the ELCA World Hunger’s Walk For Water project.
The initial goal was to raise $500,000 for ELCA World Hunger supported water projects around the world. Walk
For Water is a youth-driven fundraising challenge. At the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit this summer – youth
experienced what it is like to collect water far away and then have to walk home carrying that water. Youth
offerings have already reached the $500,000 goal. Those monies will be matched dollar for dollar by a generous
donor. If the ELCLA can raise an additional $500,000 – that will be matched as well! Wow! How exciting that we
get to be a part of making a difference in people’s lives!
The second Sunday of every month (November 8th), we invite you to contribute to our “Noisy Offering”. At the
close of the Children’s Message – children will collect your coins, bills and checks and place these gifts in our
pecial “Noisy Offering” cream can. Your spare change can help save lives! Be a part of it!
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Bible Milestone...
Several children and their parents participated in two Bible learning events in October. We played games and had
contests that helped us learn interesting things about the Bible. The Bible is actually an entire library containing 66
books. Using colored pencils we marked our Bibles into sections to better understand what kind of books it
contains. That includes books of law, history, poetry major and minor prophets, gospels and letters. We found, read
and marked verses in our Bibles from each of these kinds of books. We memorized John 3:16. Parents wrote
individual messages of faith in their children’s new Bible.
Then on Sunday, October 18th —a Milestone Blessing for Children Receiving Bibles was held during worship.
Parents placed these new Spark Bibles in to the hands of their children. The children receiving their Bibles after a
time of learning were: Kincade Lehman, Jaden Yahnel and Madison Yahnel.
Other children receiving Bibles at this time of Blessing included – Dylan Frank and Kenley Parker. As Third Graders
they also received the Spark Bible. Younger children receive a Spark Storybook Bible. Children receiving those
Bibles at this time of Blessing were – Cecelia Ainsley, Evelyn Ainsley, Magnus May and Kaedin Rusch.

Sunday School...
Sunday School for children thru Grade 5 is held every Sunday morning. We gather at 9:40
AM in the Upper Fellowship Hall. All are welcome! We are using the SPARK Lectionary
curriculum. This means that the Bible readings that are used in worship on that Sunday
morning will be the basis for the lessons that the children will be learning during the Sunday
School hour. This provides a great opportunity for parents to be able to talk to their children
about these Bible stories.
Beginning on November 1st – we will be holding rehearsals for the Children’s Christmas Program during the Sunday
School hour. The Christmas program itself will be held on Sunday, December 6th beginning with a Potluck at noon.
Please note that there will be NO Sunday School on November 29th – which is Thanksgiving weekend.

Spotlight on Confirmation...
We are underway with this school year of Confirmation for our Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade Youth! Sixth and
Seventh Grade Youth are studying the Ten Commandments. Eighth Grade Youth have have concluded a study of
the Apostle’s Creed as well as a section on Martin Luther and the Reformation. They are now beginning a study
entitled “Living Lutheran”.
The first Faith Mentor Night was held in October. Confirmation Youth and their Faith Mentors gathered together for
a time of learning based around the theme of “Stewardship”. We are so very thankful for the faith-filled adults who
have said YES to walking alongside our youth as Faith Mentors this year. They are: Becky Black, Cozy Dorton,
Linda Fennell, Joe Konkol, Joey Kortemeyer, Carol Laverick, Camille Riner, Bonnie Thompson, Casey Trandem,
Eve Trandem, Marlene Tucker and Tim Wicks.
The first Parent Night will be held on Wednesday, November 18th. Parents will attend Confirmation with their youth.
Together they will be participating in a “Servant Event”. We will be working together to do something for our Custer
community.
Please note: There will be NO Confirmation on Wednesday, November 25th – as this is the start of the Thanksgiving
weekend. However there is a Thanksgiving Eve worship service that begins at 6:30 PM. Everyone is invited to
bring some canned food items which will be donated to The Storehouse.
The annual Confirmation ADVENTure Retreat will be held at Outlaw Ranch on Friday-Saturday, December 4th & 5th.
Confirmation youth and their leaders from around the area come together for this great event which includes games,
music, worship, learning and service. The cost is $45.00 per person. Talk to Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal to
register.
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Stewardship – an Act of Discipleship
We are blessed to have an active, mission focused congregation. We seek to practice “discipleship”, that is
regular worship, prayer, service in Christ’s name, spreading the good news, and faithful giving – growth towards a
tithe. “Stewardship” as one element of discipleship is commonly considered to have three elements. Time —
how we spend our time in service to Christ. Some years ago CLF estimated that we all spent 30,000 hours in our
worship, mission and education programs. A powerful testament to commitment to Christ’s work through us!
Talent — At that time, and is probably the same in 2015, somewhere around 1,200 people in combination
contributed their skills in quilting, singing, cooking, praying, building, conversing, preaching, worshipping, sharing,
wood cutting and teaching. Truly CLF would not be an active missional congregation for Christ without people
using their talents. And last, Treasure — God has entrusted to us all that we have to use for Christ work in the
world. We are called as an act of discipleship to share, as God shared his Son for us, our resources for Christ’s
work. We share our (God’s) treasure through missions in the community and world, and we support worship,
education and service at CLF.
Custer Lutheran Fellowship is conducting its Fall Stewardship emphasis in several parts.
v Wednesday nights – there will be informal, thoughtful table discussions around stewardship, such as
“what am I good at?” These discussions involve all ages and families.
v Sunday worship – temple talks on how the ministry at CLF has affected me. Hymns will have a
stewardship theme.
v Commitment Sunday, November 8th and Wednesday, November 11th – we will be asked to prayerfully
consider growing one step in our giving.
Jesus shared this story about Christian stewardship. The setting was a temple. Jesus watched the crowd putting
money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow put in two small copper coins, which
are worth a penny. Jesus said to the disciples, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who
are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty
has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” (Mark 12: 41-44)
This woman’s gift was truly from her heart. We are called to be stewards of what God has entrusted to us. God is
the owner of all that we possess, including our time and talents. Similarly, without compulsion, we are called to
cheerfully share regularly as we are able. For what we give we will receive. Thanks be to God for the work we are
able to do through ministry at Custer Lutheran Fellowship.

Need A Gift?
Once again this year the Social Ministry Team is sponsoring the Sharing the Dream Crafts / Alternative Gift
Market. It will be held at CLF on the following dates:
Sundays, November 15th and 29th as well as Wednesday, November 18th.
Sharing the Dream in Guatemala is a non-profit organization devoted to providing a living wage to low income
artisans in the Latin American country of Guatemala. We will have available a wide variety of unique hand-crafted
items. Your purchases will go to provide support for families in need.
In addition, the ELCA Good Gifts program enables you to make a difference around the world. There are 50
gift-giving options (everything from chicks to water needs to education) available for you to purchase. This is a
perfect gift idea for someone who has everything and doesn’t need any more stuff!
So join us and get a jump on your Christmas shopping!

Social Ministry
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2015 Offering of Letters: Feed Our Children...
Each Fall Custer Lutheran Fellowship takes part in Bread for the World’s “Offering of Letters.” During the Sunday
morning and Wednesday worship services on November 15th and 18th people will be invited to join the CLF
Social Ministry Team in this ministry of advocacy. Then at the worship services the following week, November
22nd and 25th, these letters will be placed in the offering plates.

What is the Offering of Letters?
Bread for the World’s annual Offering of Letters campaign engages churches, campuses, and other faith
communities in writing letters to Congress. Each year, we chose specific legislation that can make a real difference
to people struggling with hunger and poverty as the focus of the campaign.
People write letters, usually as a group, and present them as an offering to God before mailing them to Congress.
Hundreds of Offerings of Letters are held each year, resulting in tens of thousands of letters to Congress.
Supported with prayer, these letters are a bold witness to God’s justice and mercy. They have, and continue to
have, a significant impact on the decisions made in Congress.

What is the 2015 Offering of Letters About?
Bread for the World is urging Congress to renew our federal government’s major child nutrition programs, including
those for school meals, summer feeding, and the WIC (Women, Infants, and Children) nutrition program for
pregnant and new mothers along with their small children. Every five years, Congress must re-authorize the law
that funds these programs, which have helped millions of children over the decades. Thanks to the leadership of
Bread for the World and its church partners, the 2010 Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act expanded and improved
these programs.
Now is the time to renew these national nutrition programs. Be part of Bread’s 2015 Offering of Letters by taking a
few minutes to write letters to your members of Congress.

November @ the CLF Library...

“Morning Coffee Clutch for Readers”

WHEN: Friday mornings anytime from 9:30 AM to Noon during the month of November in the
Library
WHAT: Do you love purusing, reading or independent study? “Cozy Up” with a cup of coffee for the joy of
reading and companionship on those chilly November mornings. See you then.
~ Li Fjerestad & your Library Team
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Rap Group Calendar...

Sunday, November 8th — 9:35 AM, Monthly planning meeting in the DownUnder.
Sunday, November 15th — 1:00 PM, Wood cutting and splitting behind the church

Please notify Pastor Tom or Outreach Minister, Yvonne when:

Ø There is a hospitalization in your family
Ø There is a death in your family
Ø You would like a pastoral visit
Ø There is a birth or adoption
Ø Someone becomes homebound
Ø Someone becomes unemployed
Ø There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the body
of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pastor Tom Opoien
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
tom_clf@gwtc.net
yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
605-440-2784 (cell)
673-4691 (church)
605-593-6165 (cell)

Rev. Noble (Nobby) Kile
Retired Pastor Noble Kile, 92, of Scotland,
SD passed away on Sunday, October 18,
2015 at the Scotland Good Samaritan.
Pastor Kile served Buffalo, SD (1952-1957);
Wibeaux, Montana (1957-1960); Trinity
Lutheran in Cody, Wyoming (1960-1972);
Zion American Lutheran in Scotland, SD
(1972-1976); Bethany-Belleview Parish in
Howard, SD (1976-1985); Custer Lutheran
Fellowship in Custer, SD (1985-2005).
Visitation was held on Wednesday, October
21st, at Goglin Funeral Home in Scotland,
SD.
The funeral service was held on Thursday,

October 22nd, at Zion Lutheran Church in
Scotland, SD. A full obituary may be found
on the Goglin Funeral Home website,
http://www.goglinfh.com/

Miscellaneous
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During the week of September 21, Custer Lutheran Fellowship was proud and happy to host the
Dakota Smiles Mobile Dental Program at the Custer Elementary School. Organized by elementary
school nurse and CLF member, Jean Witt, the program was able to provide free dental care to over
35 children. The financial sponsorship was made possible because of a generous gift from DeMaris
and Erv Nesheim.
During this week, the Dakota Smiles Program saw a total of 40 patients. Ten of these patients had
been previously seen with the program. Following are a few of the statistics:
AGE/SEX
40% female, 60% male
3% ages 0-2
22% ages 3-5
22% ages 6-8
28% ages 13-17
3% ages 13-21

FIRST DENTAL VISIT
15% first dental visit
50% ages 0-5
50% ages 6-12
0% ages 13 & over

PROCEDURES
Diagnostic—$3,685
Preventative—$11,114
Restorative—$17,967
Total Production Value: $32,766

A special thank you to everyone who sent flowers, cards, emails and prayers of support to us during Bill's
recent illness. Pastor Tom's visits were uplifting and always greatly appreciated. The prayer shawl has
served many purposes. God's peace and blessings to each of you.
Sincerely,
Bill Baker & Jackie Hartwick
Thank you for supporting the collection of school
supplies this year. We sent supplies to the Pine Ridge
Retreat Center, WEAVE and Custer Elementary
School.
~ Women of the ELCA

Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
I want to thank you for your generosity in sending me the
beautifully decorated box with the amazing card and all
the wonderful treats!! It really meant a lot to me. All my
friends were really jealous that I have such an amazing
second family back home!! Thank you for always being a
second support system. And remember, GO JACKS!!
Sincerely, Jasmine Cisneros
Dear Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
Thank you all for your donations of board games, paper
products and quilts! They were beautiful and will make
great gifts for the children we serve. Thank you also for

CLF Family,
On behalf of Custer Elementary and parents & staff
who attended our Love & Logic Classes, Thank you! We
appreciate you allowing us to have these classes in your
facility. It’s such a warm, inviting and safe place to
learn, grow and share about the tough job and many joys
of parenting and working with kids. Blessings!
~ Michelle Watland, CES Counselor

remembering the families we serve here at Family
Connection—you are very much a blessing to us.
Your friend,
~ Jennifer Koepsell
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Council Minutes – October 20, 2015
Treasurer’s Report — Members reviewed the financial report for this month. Lisa will be meeting with the budgeting
committee before our next meeting to discuss next year’s budget.
Special Agenda Item – Members were informed that Jon Dahlstrom has received a job promotion in St. Louis and
has resigned from his position of Council President. Members discussed. The By-Laws state that the vice
president is requested to take the office of president in the case that the president cannot serve. Council asked
that Michelle Lehman step up from her office as vice president to fill the president’s position. Michelle has agreed
to serve. She will act as council president until the annual meeting in January.
Unfinished Business:
Ø Memorial – No changes
Ø Thrivent Choice – October amount – $0/ $1,567
Ø CLF Building Security Plan Update – Pastor Tom spoke with members about concerns on access to the office on Fridays.
Ø Wednesday NightLife Meals Update – Yvonne reported that we have moved into a schedule where the 2nd
and 4th Wednesday Craig will cook, the 3rd Wednesday Bitter Esters is donating a catered meal, and the 1st
Wednesday will be a potluck. If there is a 5th Wednesday Yvonne will arrange pizza or subs take-out.
Ø Energy Audit – Will be moved to next month when Carol will be available.
Ø Youth Representative Update – The council welcomed Liz Mertz to the council.
Ø New Members – There will be a reception for new members this Sunday during worship services.
New Business:
Ø Membership changes: None
Ø Parsonage – Members discussed the possibility of having Yvonne and Craig move into the parsonage and
what that would entail.
Ø Water heater update – Yvonne reported she was alone in the church when the water heater in the work room
exploded. Augie was able to get the water turned off and prevent any damage. The water heater will need to
be replaced.
Ø 2016 Health Benefit Selection – Council reviewed the 4 different options for insurance coverage for the three
full time employees. Members discussed. Duane made a motion that we stay with the Gold plan, it was
seconded and carried.
Ø Same-Sex Wedding Conversation – Pastor Tom requested that Council have a discussion on this issue and
look at continuing this conversation with the congregation though open forums this winter. Members
discussed and agreed it was a good idea to have more conversations about this with the congregation.
2015 Goals & Lead Activities:
¯ Goal 1 – Average Weekly Worship: 239 – Our average year to date is 235.
Ø Care & Share: Terri & Michelle circulated schedules for the year with a council member assigned to call
members to fill the Care & Share jobs each month.
Ø Children in Worship: Michelle spoke about involving Sunday School families in Care & Share.
Ø Snowbird Gathering – There was a nice snowbird gathering on Wednesday night two weeks ago to get
suggestions from members about staying connected with CLF. Carol Laverick handed out addressed
postcards to members to use to send greetings back during their travels.
¯ Goal 2 – New Member Connections
Ø New Member Picture Board – Camille & Carol have put up a new members board above the coffee pots.
Ø Name Tag Sunday – Terri suggested that we bring back this tradition to help members get to know new
members. It was suggested that we do it the 2nd Sunday of the month when Sunday School does Care &
Share.
Reflections on Mission and Ministry:
Ø Pastor’s Report – Pastor Tom reviewed his report. He feels fall programming is going well.
Ø Outreach Minister Report – Yvonne shared her report with members.
(Continued next page)
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
All Saints Day
Sunday, November 1: Psalm 24; Isaiah 25:6-9 or Wis 3:1-9; Revelations 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44
Monday, November 2: Psalm 51; Deuteronomy 6:10-25; Romans 12:17-21; 13:8-10
Tuesday, November 3: Psalm 51; Deuteronomy 28:58—29:1; Acts 7:17-29
Wednesday, November 4: Psalm 51: Micah 6:1-8; John 13:31-35
Pentecost 24
Thursday, November 5: Psalm 146; Numbers 36:1-13; Romans 5:6-11
Friday, November 6: Psalm 146; Deuteronomy 15:1-11; Hebrews 9:15-24
Saturday, November 7: Psalm 146; Deuteronomy 24:17-22; Mark 11:12-14, 20-24
Sunday, November 8: Psalm 146; 1 Kings 17:8-16; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44
Monday, November 9: Psalm 94; Ruth 1:1-22; 1 Timothy 5:1-8
Tuesday, November 10: Psalm 94; Ruth 3:14—4:6; 1 Timothy 5:9-16
Wednesday, November 11: Psalm 94; Ruth 4:7-22; Luke 4:16-30
Pentecost 25
Thursday, November 12: Psalm 16; Daniel 4:4-18; 1 Timothy 6:11-21
Friday, November 13: Psalm 16; Daniel 4:19-27; Colossians 2:6-15
Saturday, November 14: Psalm 16; Daniel 4:28-37; Mark 12:1-12
Sunday, November 15: Psalm 16; Daniel 12:1-3; Hebrews 10:11-18, 19-25; Mark 13:1-8
Monday, November 16: Psalm 13; Daniel 8:1-14; Hebrews 10:26-31
Tuesday, November 17: Psalm 13; Daniel 8:15-27; Hebrews 10:32-39
Wednesday, November 18: Psalm 13; Zechariah 12:1—13:1; Mark 13:9-23
Christ the King
Thursday, November 19: Psalm 93; Ezekiel 28:1-10; Acts 7:54—8:1a
Friday, November 20: Psalm 93; Ezekiel 28:20-26; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
Saturday, November 21: Psalm 93; Daniel 7:1-8, 15-18; John 3:31-36
Sunday, November 22: Psalm 93; Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Revelations 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37
Monday, November 23: Psalm 76; Daniel 7:19-27; Revelation 11:1-14
Tuesday, November 24: Psalm 76; Ezekiel 29:1-12; Revelation 11:15-19
Wednesday, November 25: Psalm 76; Ezekiel 30;20-26; John 16:25-33
Advent 1
Thursday, November 26: Psalm 25:1-10; Nehemiah 9:6-15; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Friday, November 27: Psalm 25:1-10; Nehemiah 9:16-25; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
Saturday, November 28: Psalm 25:1-10; Nehemiah 9:26-31; Luke 21:20-24
Sunday, November 29: Psalm 25:1-10; Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36
Monday, November 30: Psalm 90; Numbers 17:1-11; 2 Peter 3:1-18
Tuesday, December 1: Psalm 90; 2 Samuel 7:18-29; Revelation 22:12-16
Wednesday, December 2: Psalm 90; Isaiah 1:24-31; Luke 11:29-32

Committee & Ministry Team Concerns:
Ø Endowment – the team met tonight with Curt Osborne.
Ø Property – the water heater will need to be replaced in the workroom.
Ø Social Ministry – Yvonne Steindal reported that the committee is working on the Sharing the Dream Craft
sale and the Bread for the World Offering of Letters campaign in November and the October 31st wood haul
at Red Shirt Table on Pine Ridge.
Ø Stewardship – The committee met and they are planning to do a temple talk for the next two Sundays.
There will also be a temple talk during the next few Wednesday NightLife gatherings. Commitment week will
start the week of November 2nd on Wednesday and continue through Sunday when members are asked to
turn in their time and talent commitment cards.
Ø W/ELCA – Yvonne Steindal reported that the WELCA Craft & Goodie sale will be November 22nd.
Ø Outreach – Yvonne Steindal spoke about the welcome reception for new members this Sunday.
Ø Youth – The RAP Group split wood last Sunday.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lisa Fluck
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

