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Lent Begins Wednesday, February 14th...
FACES OF CHRIST
Join Pastor Pam beginning Wednesday, February
21st during the Adult Bible Study time as we explore
the many faces of Christ in our lives and the world.
This is a Lenten study developed by the ELCA
where we will dive more deeply into who/how Jesus
is for us, with us, and among us today. We will hear
from different voices and ministries around the world
about how and where they see Christ in their lives,
and will discover all the ways Christ is present in and
through us.

Inserts - February Calendar
- Birthdays & Anniversaries
- February Worship Help
- Spiritual Gifts Assessment

Help Needed for soup suppers....

SOUP SUPPERS begin starting with Ash Wednesday on February 14th. We gather for a
simple, but hearty meal of soup and bread from 5:15—6 PM on Wednesdays in Lent from
February 14th through March 21st. If you’d like to take on cooking as a discipline of prayer
during Lent, please consider signing up to bring a batch of soup one of these weeks! Sign-up
sheets are located at the Welcome Center.

Lenten Missions - "Can" You Help?
During the upcoming Lenten season your Social Ministry Team will be conducting a fundraising
drive in support of several local organizations doing God's work within our community. During
the first five weeks of Lent we will have a donation can and an informational display set up in the
Narthex for your consideration and giving.
The schedule is as follows:
February 18 - The Storehouse
February 25 - Outlaw Ranch
March 4 - W.E.A.V.E.
March 11 - Operation Black Hills Cabin
March 18 - Battle Mountain Humane Society
Let's try to fill these cans up with our financial support. "Can" you help?

CLF Happenings
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THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
The Christian Book Study group meets weekly on Thursday mornings. The group gathers in the Fireside Room
from 9:30 to 11:30 AM. There are always coffee and treats provided by group members. We read aloud from the
book we have selected, so you do not have to read or prepare ahead of time! The reading is interrupted regularly
with questions, comments, laughter, challenging thoughts and reflections, faith and life stories. It is a fun,
free-flowing discussion.
We will start our next book in February It is A Year of Biblical Womanhood by Rachel Held Evans. In this book, the
author decides to embark on a year of biblical womanhood, vowing to take all of the Bible’s instructions for women
as literally possible.
Books are available or you can share one with the group. Hope to see you there!

Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast/Book Study
We meet the second Saturday of each month from 8 to 10 AM in the Fireside Room at CLF. Our next session
will be on February 10th. Breakfast will be served then we will have a video lesson on the parables of Jesus and
discussion. Come to one, or come to all...no book required! If you have any questions contact Allen Canete at
673-3753.

LET’S GET NOISY!
This school year the focus for our monthly “Noisy Offering” is to support the ELCA’s Bureau of
Federal Chaplaincy for the Military. They do the important ministry of being the church and providing
pastoral care for our servicemen and women serving in far away places. Two of our members—
Christian Frank & Dean Suelflow—deployed in October. This is one way we can show our support
to their families.
The second Sunday of every month which this month is February 11th, we invite you to contribute to our “Noisy
Offering”. At the close of the Children’s Message—children will collect your coins, bills and checks and place these
gifts in our special “Noisy Offering” cream can. Your spare change is guaranteed to make a difference in the lives
of our military personnel serving overseas. So, be a part of it!

Committee People Needed!
Your CLF Council is working hard to re-establish active, dynamic committees for God’s work in this place, and to do
so we need you! We especially need people willing to help in the areas of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION and
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY. If you have any interest, any passion, or if you just want to learn more, give yourself as
a Christmas gift to CLF. There are sign-up sheets at the Welcome Center.

2017 CLF PHOTO DIRECTORY
Copies are now available!! You may pick one up between services or during the week in the church
office. In order to cover the cost of printing in color, there is a suggested donation of $5.

Please join us for the Installation of
Pastor Pam Power at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
February 18, 2018
at the 8:30 & 10:30 worship services.
Bishop David Zellmer will be there to preach and install
Pastor Pam. Assistant to the Bishop, Susan Marone will
also be participating. We invite everyone to be part of
this special day. There will be special coffee and
fellowship between services.
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Care & Share

FEBRUARY
Arny & Delores Anderson
These are the monthly Care & Share groups for
Allen & Kim Canete
February and March. The Coordinators will be
Nate & Erin Chowning
contacting you to find out which Sunday(s) you are
Linda & Gene Fennell
available to help. The areas where help is needed
are: Greeters/Ushers, Readers, Communion Servers Aaron & Darla Hemingway
and Coffee Hosts.
Darwin & Jerilee Hoeft
The February sign-up sheet is already located at the Rex & Janna Jorgensen
Welcome Center and the March sheet will be
Dale & Donna Karsky
available at the Welcome Center around the middle
Liz Kleffner
of February.
Blaine & Joey Kortemeyer
Please say yes when called....your help is greatly
Rick March
appreciated!
John & Rae Mooney
Thank you for serving the Lord in
Fred & Mary Rittberger
this important way!!
Lavina Shoop
* Calling Coordinators
Dave & Sharon Smith
February—Rex Jorgensen
March—
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MARCH
Ralph & Pat Bueschel
Chiara Cahambing
Jackie Hartwick
Karen & Monni Karim
Don & Karen Kraus
Marlys Lefevre
Scott Olson
Matt & Steph Ornelas
Lonnie & Sarah Schryvers
Barb Severin
Harold & Ann Snow
Sott & Lori Svoboda
Dean & Paula Young
Craig & Roberta Walz
Tim & Tammy Wicks

Please notify Pastor Pam when:
ª There is a hospitalization in your family
ª There is a death in your family
ª You would like a pastoral visit
ª There is a birth or adoption
ª Someone becomes homebound
ª Someone becomes unemployed
ª There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the
body of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pastor Pam Power
701-955-5282 (cell)
pam_clf@gwtc.net
673-4691 (church)

I have recently published a book about my parent’s story as they struggled through my Dad’s
brain-stem stroke. He was left unable to move or speak, but my Mom eventually found a computer
that he could communicate with. Part of this book is what he wrote describing what it was like for
him to have a stroke and live in a nursing home for four years. The rest of the book is my Mom’s
experience throughout that time, as well as reminiscing about their marriage. My hope is that their
story of struggle, faith, and hope will help others who are experiencing similar trials in their lives.
There are several copies in the Narthex for purchase if you are interested, or you can go to
www.pastorpampower.com (or www.westbowpress.com and search for it) if you would like to
order one. I have also donated a copy to the church library, so you can take advantage of our
wonderful library as well! I pray that you will be blessed by my parent’s courage, faith, and hope.
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I find it hard to believe that I’ve been with you for a few weeks now, and we’re very
quickly heading into Lent! It seems as if the time has flown by so quickly! It has
certainly been a joy for my family and I to begin getting settled into work and school
and the house. Hopefully by the time you read this I will be over the nasty cold I’ve
been struggling with, too! It seems like every time I move someplace new I get sick
right away! But then I rarely get sick after that, so I’m looking forward to being healthy for a long time!
We have a lot to look forward to at CLF as we begin Lent this year. You will be hearing about “iMatch” in
worship and in this newsletter. I am very excited for this spiritual assessment process and how the Spirit will
work through each of us to help us discover new gifts that we may not realize we have.
During the Wednesday’s in Lent we will be diving into a resource called “Faces of Christ” developed by the
ELCA. We will look at who and how Jesus is for us, with us, and among us today. We will be looking at stories
from around the world as people see Christ in different ways and through different ministries. We’ll be hearing a
little bit of it during worship, and then I will lead the Adult Class as we look more deeply into the subjects each
week. It should be a lot of fun so make sure you come join us!
I am looking forward to entering this holy time of Lent with you as we prepare our hearts beginning with Ash
Wednesday on Feb. 14th and for Holy Week and Jesus resurrection on Easter. I pray that all of us deepen our
relationship with Jesus and with each other, and discover new ways to share the good news as Jesus disciples.
Blessings,
Pastor Pam

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, February 26th, 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: Barb Lewison & a Friend
PROGRAM: Priscilla Romkema, President of the Regional Health Foundation and Mark Schmidt, Market President
in Custer will talk about projects in which the foundation is involved with an emphasis on the progress of the new
hospital in Custer.
Our Speaker in January was Jen Red Bear, CEO of Western Resources. She shared information about devices that can
help extend the time that folks can live independently. In most cases, the cost is minimal and use of the equipment is
easy. See Mary Klein or Jackie Hartwick for more information.
This year the W/ELCA Auction of Talents will be held between services on April 15th. The Auction of Talents is an
event designed so that all members of the congregation have an opportunity to use their talents to support W/ELCA
and its missions. Details will be given in the March newsletter.
A motion was made and passed to donate $500 to the Custer YMCA for their scholarship program. We also voted to
give $100 to the hospice room at the new Custer Hospital. Quilting is in full swing. Quilters meet at 9:00 AM each
Tuesday. The most recent recipients of quilts made at CLF were members of the Custer family whose house burnt down
at the end of December. A reminder that all are welcome to come and help. There truly is something for all skill levels.
A person does not have to be a quilter to be able to contribute to this worthwhile cause.
Bingo at Custer Senior Care—The first Friday of each month 4-5 people gather to call and help residents enjoy an
hour of Bingo from 2—3 PM. We welcome new people to join us! Any questions, please call Arbutus Winter, 673-5283.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

January—March Mission Project:
Quilts for LWR & Local Needs
" Thread
" Cotton fabric suitable for making quilts
" Cotton blankets, and/or mattress pads for inside quilts
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗ Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
∗ Outdoor Landscaping
∗ Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
∗ Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
∗ Hand Bells
Recent Memorials:
∗ None

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pam — pam_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

CROSSROADS

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB
Volunteers are needed for the CLF/CSC-that's
the "Clean Sidewalk Club." There is a sign-up
sheet at the Welcome Center in the Narthex for
week days or week-ends. There are two spaces
for each grouping. Thanks!!

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Pam: To Be Announced
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Tuesday Afternoon & Wednesday

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option
to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING”
link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled
donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At
this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions only, however you can set-up your
own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.

Volunteers Needed...
We are in need of volunteers to help with the Nursery and Sound System on Sunday mornings. Both positions involve
one Sunday a month at either the early or late service. The Sound System includes running the PowerPoint and
recording the sermon besides managing the Sound Board. Don’t worry though...we will train you on the sound system!!
If you are interested in helping with these two areas or have questions, please contact the church office.

2017 Budget thru December, 2017
2017 Actual

2017 Budget

$ Over Budget

% of Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Sunday School Noisy Offerings
Total Income

$ 342,277.00
$
674.76
$
2,574.00
$
1,600.00
$
985.00
$ 348,111.26

$ 350,000.00
$
$
$
$
$ 350,000.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

(7,723.00)

97.8%

(1,888.74)

99.5%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 112,584.96
$
9,986.36
$
6,993.55
$ 44,152.05
$ 171,950.18
$ 345,667.10

$ 109,316.00
$ 10,904.00
$
5,950.00
$ 41,514.00
$ 175,896.00
$ 343,580.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

3,268.96
(917.64)
1,043.55
2,638.05
(3,945.82)
2,087.10

103.0%
91.6%
117.5%
106.4%
97.8%
100.6%

Evangelism
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iMatch: Seeing Ourselves Through God’s Eyes
Ever puzzle over God’s dynamic purpose and meaning for your
life?
The CLF Evangelism Committee is here to help! iMatch is a new
emphasis to help each of us discover our Spiritual Gifts…in other words,
to see ourselves through God’s eyes! Be watching for
opportunities to:
ü Discover You
ü Discover Us
ü Discover you and Us together
Every CLF member is invited and encouraged to fill out a Spiritual Gift’s
assessment, either online or with a paper copy , which is inserted in this
newsletter. For the easy online assessment go to elca.org and search: Spiritual Gifts Assessment Tool
We’ll also have paper copies of the assessments available on Sundays and Wednesdays in February, and do
anything we can to make it easy for you! Then on February 21st and 25th, bring your assessment results for a
discussion time in the Fireside Room…for a time of:
ü Information
ü Inspiration
ü Identification
ü Impact
Be watching for more information about iMatch through table tents, fun skits and temple talks in February!
Evangelism Committee Members: Rosemary Chappell, Arley Fadness, Liz Kleffner, Larry Peterson, Bonnie
Thompson, Sherri Timperley and Gary Williams.
February Schedule for iMatch:
Sunday, February 4 - 8:30 & 10:30 AM
Wednesday, February 7 - 6:00 PM
Hand out Assessments after church.
Sunday, February 11 - 8:30 & 10:30 AM
Hand out Assessments after church.
Sunday, February 18 - 8:30 & 10:30 AM
Hand out Assessments after church.
Wednesday. February 21 - 6:30 PM
Sunday, February 25 - 9:45 AM

“Opening Our Gifts” Skit & Temple Talk
“Square Wheels” Skit & Temple Talk
“Light the Candles” Skit & Temple Talk
Temple Talk & iMatch Results Discussion in Fireside Room
Temple Talk & iMatch Results Discussion in Fireside Room

Leadership Retreat – Save the Date!
All leaders in the congregation are invited to be part of our Leadership Retreat on Saturday, Feb. 17th from
8:00am – 2:00pm at Outlaw Ranch. If you are passionate about ministry at CLF, you are welcome to come to
this day of discussion, fun and, of course, delicious food! We will be reviewing your Spiritual Gifts Assessment results (so make sure you take the assessment prior to the retreat!), talking about who we are as CLF, and what
hopes and dreams we have for this year and into the future. Come join us and share your gifts in ministry! Please
let Donna know as soon as possible if you are able to participate so that she can get a count to Outlaw for the
food. Please see Pastor Pam or Rex if you have any questions.
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SPARK Kids…
Our Fourth Year of SPARK Kids just keeps rolling on! We have 35 children in Kindergarten through Grade 5
registered for the program! On Wednesday afternoon children are picked up at school and transported to church.
Our time together goes fast! We have a wide variety of learning activities including snacks, Bible stories, games,
arts and crafts and more. You can check out all the fun on CLF’s Facebook page. We post photos every week!
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:15 PM. The children and their families are invited to join us for a
meal followed by worship. We are done by 6:30 PM.
There is NO cost for this program. Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors. All are welcome. All children need
to be registered by their parents in order to participate. Those materials are available through the church office. It is
never too late to register a child!
Our curriculum features the “Jesus Storybook Bible” where the children will discover that every story whispers the
name of Jesus! The themes and Bible stories for the month of February are as follows:
ü February 7 – “The Good Shepard”
ü February 14 – “Heaven Breaks Through”
ü February 21 – “The Lord’s Prayer”
ü February 28 – “Captain of the Storm”

Wednesday NightLife...
Wednesdays are a mid-week faith recharge for your family. Don’t miss it! Our weekly schedule goes like this:
SPARK Kids from 4:00 to 5:15 PM
Family Meal from 5:15 to 6:00 PM
Worship from 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Adult Education & Confirmation from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
Choir Practice at 7:30 PM
The meal schedule for February will be slightly different and is as follows:
ü February 7th the Family Meal is a Pot-Luck. We will supply fried chicken and drinks (lemonade, water and
coffee). Please bring a favorite food item to share (side, salad or dessert). You may prepare something at
home to bring OR you are more than welcome to pick something up at the grocery store on your way to church.
Either way, we will eat it! The other two Wednesday NightLife meals in December will follow this schedule:
ü February 14th – Ash Wednesday—Soup Suppers Begin!
Worship for the month of February will be as follows:
th
ü February 7 – Holden Evening Prayer
ü February 14th – Ash Wednesday Worship Service
ü February 21st – Prayer Around the Cross
ü February 28th – Chosen People

Spotlight on Confirmation...

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 14th—Faith Mentors will meet each week with their Confirmation Youth.
They will share a meal together, worship together and have a guided conversation on a specific faith topic.
On Sunday, February 4th there will be a meeting of all Faith Mentors to prepare for the Lenten Conversations with
Confirmation Youth. We will meet between services at 9:45 AM in the Fireside Room.
Put this on your family calendars NOW! The Middle School Retreat at Outlaw Ranch will be held the weekend of
March 2-3 (Friday 7:00 PM through Saturday 5:30 PM). The theme is “BREAD.” This retreat provides middle
schoolers the opportunity to step away from their routines and take a deep breath in God’s creation. We will explore
how God sustains us and how we can care for our local community and our world. We will bake bread from around
the world to be shared during communion, to worship together, and to share in uncovering who and whose we are
through Bible Study and devotions. Adventure boldly at Outlaw Ranch with hiking, group games, delicious snacks
and hot chocolate. The cost is $65 per person. We have monies available for anyone who wants to participate.
Please contact the church office if you are planning on attending.
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Annual Meeting Highlights—January 14, 2018…
¯ Good food, fellowship and meeting! Thanks to all who attended!

Elections and Appointments:
¯ Congregation Council—Laura Burden, Brad McKinney & Katy Bradeen
¯ President—Rex Jorgensen
¯ Vice-President—Susan Culberson
¯ Synod Assembly—Lonnie Hosman, Anne Sandvig & Susan Culberson
¯ Nominating—Gary Chappell & Rick Hudson
¯ Finance—Allen Canete & Blaine Kortemeyer
¯ Endowment Fund—Linda Fennell & Joey Kortemeyer
2018 Mission Plan/Budget—The 2018 Mission Plan & Budget was presented by Joy Smolnisky. Changes for 2018
include: 1% salary increases; mission support to the various missions will remain the same as 2017 but adding an
additional 1% to mission support to be determined at a later date; hired Wendi Rusch as SPARK Kids Director and
increased Office Assistant’s hours from 8 to 12 hours/week. MSC to approve the 2018 Mission Plan/Budget.
Old Business:
¯ Parsonage Committee—Gary Chappell listed all the things that were fixed or replaced in the parsonage. Will
need to replace some flooring in the future. Fencing in the backyard will need to be done in the spring. Thanked
all who helped.
¯ Flooring Committee—All flooring was completed in 2017. Still need to complete all the risers—waiting for
estimate.
¯ CLF Energy Plan—Carol Laverick—started in 2016. In 2017, we spend $1,000 and replaced 132 bulbs
throughout the church. Have installed motion sensors in 4 of the bathrooms. Now working with a company to
replace the dimming lights in the Sanctuary. Cost is $1,200 to do one—will replace one in January as a test to
make sure it works.
New Business:
¯ Endowment Committee—the committee recommended to give $2,000 to the SPARK Kids Program. Will also
take another $2,00 out and put back into Savings to use as seed money for a general endowment fund which
takes $25,000 to start
¯ Mutual Ministry Team—Camille Riner explained this is a new committee of six for a one-year team to help and
support Pastor Pam.
¯ Evangelism Team—Rosemary Chappell spoke briefly about the iMatch Spiritual Gifts program which will start in
February.
Installation of new council members and officers was held.

2018 Approved Mission Plan & Budget
2017 Actual

2018 Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Miss
Additional Debt Retirement
Sunday School Noisy Offerings
Total Income

$
$
$
$
$
$

342,277
675
2,574
1,600
986
348,111

$
$
$
$
$
$

350,000
0
3,259
0
0
353,259

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Stewardship/Care
Facility
Total Expense

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

112,585
9,986
6,994
44,152
78,667
93,284
345,667

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

97,226
10,963
10,650
43,621
82,976
107,905
353,341

The detailed budget can be found in the
2017 Annual Report book.
Copies are available in the Narthex.
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Council Minutes – January 16, 2018
Treasurer’s Report — Joy went through the Treasures report for January. Treasurers Recommendations: 1)
Move toward Unified Budget Reporting—to assure we are accounting for all income and expenses in the same
document 2) Mission Giving—Assign task of evaluating distribution of 1% mission increase, consider reviewing
mission giving as an annual budgeting process and 3) Create a Staff Salary Policy.

Unfinished Business:
ü Memorial List—pointed out that we essentially have an emergency fund between the Jane Olson gift and the
Youth House sale funds equaling - $34,712.65.
ü Thrivent Choice—No action
ü Committees Report—Clarified council reps for each committee: Social Ministry - Brad, Evangelism Rosemary, W/ELCA - Rosemary, Stewardship - Duane, Endowment - Susan, Christian Education - Christie,
Health Ministries - Rex. There is question as to who is connected with the Finance Committee.
ü Ratify Pastor Pam’s Compensation Package—M/S/A

New Business:
ü Membership Changes: Transfer in—Pastor Pam & Matt Power and Chas Lawson from Good Shepherd
Lutheran Bismarck. Transfer Out—Craig Lewis & Yvonne Steindal to Cormorant Lutheran, Lake Park, MN
ü Attendance and Financial Statistics—No action
ü Evangelism— iMatch Program was presented by Bonnie Thompson as a way to assess the congregation’s
Spiritual Gifts. The Program will be included in the Feb newsletter.
ü Appoint New Council Secretary—Laura Burden volunteered. M/S/A She will begin her duties next meeting.
ü Audit Committee Report—A written report from Lonnie Hosman, Jan Thom & Teresa Obenauer was
submitted and reviewed.
ü Council Rotation Sheet—The sheet was passed around for members to sign up for the tasks involved with
meetings and also include Care & Share Calling Coordinators.
ü Leadership Retreat—Potential dates are January 17th or 24th at Outlaw Camp.
ü Develop Mission Support Committee—No action
ü Carpet Estimate for Risers—After a fair amount of discussion it was decided to table a decision on this until
April. Seeking council from Paul and the Facilities Committee. Perhaps we could use money received from
building utilization to pay for this expense.

Notes from the Parish Nurse...
What a wonderful start to our new year welcoming Pastor Pam to lead us forward. We all look forward to getting to
know her better. The other big news of this year is the deadly flu season, and we still have several months ahead.
If you haven’t gotten your flu shot yet, get it! Even though it may not be 100% effective, it may lessen the severity if
you do get the flu. Avoid closed crowded areas. Always cover you nose and mouth with a cough or sneeze as this
spread droplets in the air for others to pick up. If you have the flu, please stay home. If you are susceptible wear a
mask covering your nose and mouth. The easiest way to help avoid transmission is washing your hands frequently
in addition to the antiseptic hand gels. Healthy body, healthy spirit...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse

mental health news...
Along with the Health Ministry Team, we welcome you to grab any information you might want on mental health issues from our information table in the Narthex by the Family Room. We have information on many different
issues dealing with mental health and suicide prevention. We have been hearing about the high rates of suicide in
our state. We often don’t hear about suicide in our area, but even in our modern era, they are often hidden
because of grief and shame. We are not immune to mental illness or suicide. I also will be making a strong push
to get a “NAMI Connection” group restarted. This is a peer support group for those who have a mental illness, and
led by two trained group leaders. NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness, has all the information, support
and legislative and research involvement. If there are any questions, please call me (673-4424). Healthy mind,
healthy soul...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
5 Epiphany
Thursday, February 1: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; Proverbs 12:10-21; Galatians 5:2-15
Friday, February 2: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; Job 36:1-23; 1 Corinthians 9:1-16
Saturday, February 3: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; Isaiah 46:1-13; Matthew 12:9-14
Sunday, February 4: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; Isaiah 40:21-31; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39
Monday, February 5: Psalm 102:12-18; 2 Kings 4:8-17, 32-37; Acts 14:1-7
Tuesday, February 6: Psalm 102:12-28; 2 Kings 8:1-6; Acts 15:36-41
Wednesday, February 7: Psalm 102:12-28; Job 6:1-13; Mark 3:7-12
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Thursday, February 8: Psalm 50:1-6; 1 Kings 11:26-40; 2 Corinthians 2:12-17
Friday, February 9: Psalm 50:1-6; 1 Kings 14:1-18; 1 Timothy 1:12-20
Saturday, February 10: Psalm 50:1-6; 1 Kings 16:1-7; Luke 19:41-44
Sunday, February 11: Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Kings 2:1-12; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9
Monday, February 12: Psalm 110:1-4; Exodus 19:7-25; Hebrews 2:1-4
Tuesday, February 13: Psalm 110:1-4; Job 19:23-27; 1 Timothy 3:14-16
Wednesday, February 14: Psalm 51:1-17; Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12; 2; Corinthians 5:20b—6:10;
1 Lent
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Thursday, February 15: Psalm 41: Psalm 25;1-10; Daniel 9:1-14; 1 John 1:3-10
Friday, February 16: Psalm 25:1-10; Daniel 9:15-25a; 2 Timothy 4:1-5
Saturday, February 17: Psalm 25;1-10; Psalm 32; Matthew 9:2-13
Sunday, February 18: Psalm 25:1-10; Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15
Monday, February 19: Psalm 77; Job 4:1-21; Ephesians 2:1-10
Tuesday, February 20: Psalm 77; Job 5:8-27; 1 Peter 3:8-18a
Wednesday, February 21: Psalm 77; Proverbs 30:1-9; Matthew 4:1-11
2 Lent
Thursday, February 22: Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 15:1-6, 12-18; Romans 3:21-31
Friday, February 23: Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 16:1-6; Romans 4:1-12
Saturday, February 24: Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 16:7-15; Mark 8:27-30
Sunday, February 25: Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Romans 4:13-24; Mark 8:31-38
Monday, February 26: Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45; Genesis 21:1-7; Hebrews 1:8-12
Tuesday, February 27: Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45; Genesis 22:1-19; Hebrews 11:1-3, 13-19
Wednesday, February 28: Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45; Jeremiah 30:12-22; John 12:36-43

Meanwhile … at Outlaw Ranch …
Scrapbooking & UFO (Unfinished Projects) Retreat — Friday, March 16th 10:00 AM—Sunday, March 18th 2:00
PM Whether you scrapbook, knit, stamp, embroider, draw, make jewelry, or enjoy other crafts and projects, it can
be hard to find the time to actually finish something. This retreat offers you the time, space and fellowship to work
on your passions. Bring your own projects and tools and honor your gifts by spending time on them, sharing ideas
and techniques, going for a walk in the woods and meeting new friends. You can stay at Outlaw for the weekend
or commute!
Women’s Retreat – Friday-Sunday, April 6th—8th “Nourishing Body & Soul” Come to Outlaw Ranch for a time
to breathe, unwind from the stress and demands of daily life, and renew your faith. Experience faith practices that
will help us nourish our souls, such as devotional Bible reading, hospitality, prayers around the cross, praying while
walking, and end-of-day reflection. Take time in God’s beautiful creation to deepen friendships and focus on things
that are important in our lives. Come. Find kindred spirits. Give yourself the gift of time and renewal. Led by Laura
Campbell and Penny Steinken.
Elementary Adventure Day – Sunday, April 22nd from 1:30 to 6:00 PM Bring yourself and a friend to an afternoon of fun at camp. Games, worship, singing, crafts, hiking, hayrides, campfire, s'mores, and supper will provide
you a fun introduction to camp. Parents are welcome, too.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Pamela Power
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretary: Ann Snow
Treasurer: Joy Smolnisky
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

