Crossroads
Monthly Newsletter for:

CUSTER LUTHERAN FELLOWSHIP
VOLUME 13, ISSUE 12
DECEMBER 2015

Inside This Issue
2

CLF Happenings

3

Faith5

4

From Pastor Tom

5

Women of CLF

6

From the Church Office

7

Health Ministry

7

‘God’s Work. Our Hands.”

8

Wednesday Nights

8-9

Youth News

9

Rap Group

10

Stewardship

10

Memorial Fund

11

Social Ministry

12

Miscellaneous

13

Photos

14

Council Meeting Highlights

15

Daily Devotions

Inserts - December Calendar
- Birthdays & Anniversaries
- December Worship Help

12622 US HW Y 16A
PHONE: 605-673-4691
EMAIL: clf@gwtc.net

CUSTER, SD 57730
FAX: 605-673-4881
www.custerlutheran.com

Advent is Here – Christmas is Coming!
The next three Wednesdays (December 2, 9 & 16) we will have our usual
Wednesday NightLife program (meal at 5:15 PM, worship at 6 PM and education
hour at 6:30 PM), but with a special Advent worship service. If you’ve never been
to CLF on a Wednesday night, the season of Advent would be a perfect time to
come!
Sunday, December 6th the Sunday School will put on a Christmas program &
potluck. The potluck will be held following the 10:30 worship service with the
program to follow the meal at about 1:00 PM.
Also, on Sunday, December 6th at 3 PM is the Custer Community Advent
program which is held at Custer Lutheran Fellowship. (See the article inside for
more information.)
Tuesday, December 8th from 5-7 PM is the Custer Community Christmas meal,
held at the Custer Community Church. This dinner is sponsored and hosted by
the Custer Ministerial Alliance as well as the Custer Meet & Eat and is open to
everyone as an opportunity to meet someone new and have a great meal!
Saturday, December 19th is the annual Custer Community Christmas events –
Food Basket Distribution will take place at the Custer Storehouse from 10 AM to
Noon and the Select-a-Gift (which helps local families celebrate Christmas by
providing age-appropriate gifts) will begin at 12:30 PM at the High School Gym
Christmas Eve once again falls on December 24th this year. Candlelight
worship services will be held at Custer Lutheran Fellowship at 4 PM &
7 PM. We will celebrate Holy Communion at both services.
We hope and pray that your Advent season is filled with expectation,
anticipation and preparation for the great and glorious news that Christ is born!

Let’s welcome these new members!
In October we received into the community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship these families. We give thanks for God’s
hand in bringing them to our door. Please be sure to greet and welcome them to our CLF family!
ª Samuel and Amy Ainsley and their children Cecelia and Evelyn moved to Custer for Samuel’s job with the US
Forest Service. They enjoy most outdoor recreation opportunities as well as quilting and crafts. Since becoming
members they have added to their family with the birth of a son – Gavin.
ª Chiara Cahambing moved here from the Philippines. She works at the hospital in the lab. She came to CLF for
the first time and fell in love with it!
ª Heath and Catherine Harding and their children Hailey Harding and Trevor Kasmer live in Hill City. Heath works
at the Black Hills Children’s Home and enjoys coaching and working with kids. Catherine is a college student.
Hailey is a 7th Grader and is already part of the Confirmation program at CLF.
ª Kris and Maria LeDuc are now happy to be empty-nesters but enjoy visiting their children. They have loved
living in Custer and attending CLF the last few years. They enjoy lots of outdoor activities such as hiking, golfing
and camping.
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THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP
In November, the Thursday Christian Book Study Group began reading “THE RAPTURE EXPOSED” by Barbara
Rossing. Some background on the book... The author, Barbara Rossing, writes:
To understand the biblical basis for much of today’s end-times thinking we have to begin our story further
back than the book of Revelation. In the view of Darby and other dispensationalists, God’s whole biblical
plan for the end-times is already mapped out in the Old Testament. The entire end-times framework of
Darby’s dispensationalist system is based on just three verses at the end of chapter 9 of Daniel! (page 25)
The problem according to Rossing is that the Book of Revelation has been distorted to fit the model of theology instead of the Book itself shaping a model of theology. She points out that no where in the text does the word “Anti
Christ” appear as well as there is no mention of the Anti Christ establishing a covenant with Israel and then breaking that covenant. These items have been read into the pages of scripture and made to fit.
Rossing lays out well reasoned arguments on why the message of Revelation is one of hope and not World War III.
The message of Revelation is one that is centered in the notion of God’s revealing and redemptive power now, not
in some predetermined future date.
Everyone is welcome! Coffee and fellowship (in the Fireside Room) at 9:30 AM with Study from 10:00-11:30 AM.
Books are available in the office.

MEN’S BREAKFAST/BOOK STUDY...

The men’s book study group will meet in the Fireside Room on Saturday, December 5th at 8:00 AM
to eat breakfast and to continue discussing Brian McCaren’s book, We Make the Road by Walking.
Each chapter in this book stands alone for learning and conversation, so if you haven’t been part of
the group reading you are welcome to join in and the group won’t miss a beat. We’d love to have
you.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
3-H Club will not meet in December, but will be back in January.
Details will be in the January newsletter.

What’s Your Name, Again?
Beginning in November – the second Sunday of every month – will be designated as Nametag Sunday! A table will
be set up with self-stick nametags and markers. Please stop, pick up a tag, print your name and wear it.
We may think we know everyone – but, the truth is we don’t. Every week we have newcomers among us. This is a
simple way of continuing to be a welcoming community of faith. The next Nametag Sunday will be December 13th!

Custer Community Advent Program on December 6th...
The Community Advent Concert will be held on Sunday, December 6th at 3 PM following
the Sunday School Christmas Program. The French Creek Folk will play prior to the
program in the Narthex. The concert will start at 3:30 PM. Refreshments will be served after the concert.
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Thoughts From Pastor Tom!

CROSSROADS

Dear friends,
One of the pleasures of working at Custer Lutheran Fellowship is working with a very
talented and dedicated staff. The CLF staff is made up of three full-time workers
including myself, Yvonne Steindal as Outreach Minister, and Donna McConnell as
Office Administrator. Augie Heyne serves as our part-time Custodian, and Sara Janson
is our part-time Office Assistant. There are also several people who receive stipends to honor their work –
Margaret Tretheway as Music Coordinator, Marlene Sellevold as Choir Director, and Cozy Dorton as Choir
Accompanist. Of course this doesn’t include the dozens of people who volunteer valuable time and skills to make
our congregation a place that equips Christ’s people for ministry. Thank you to everyone who makes up our staff. I
am extremely grateful for all of you.
One of my roles as your Senior Pastor is to work with the leaders of the congregation to guide the staff to help
members meet the mission of the congregation which is to “plant the word of God, nurture growth in children and
adults, and scatter the seeds of joy in a diverse community.” Sometimes meeting this mission means changes in
staffing configurations. The biggest staffing adjustment came just over a year ago when the council, in
conversation with Yvonne and I, chose to do ministry with two ELCA leaders under call on staff instead of three.
This staffing decision included not calling an additional person to fill the position of Associate Pastor. We are a
year into this decision, and it is working well. Partially because of additional programming on Wednesdays, our
average weekly worship attendance is on the rise for the first time since 2007. The number of elementary students
involved in our ministry is on the rise as well. Our stewardship of time and talents remains strong, and your leaders
work to make good decisions about the financial gifts that you give.
The success of this new staffing configuration was made possible by other members of the paid and volunteer staff
taking over additional duties. The most significant changes came in redesigning our Outreach Minister’s job
description to increase her responsibilities surrounding worship, education, and committee leadership. A year ago
Yvonne was given additional responsibilities that include preaching one Sunday and two Wednesdays per month,
taking on staff leadership on several committees, designing and overseeing the confirmation program, taking on
primary leadership for WNL planning, and expanding our summer worship and education ministries.
Because of the additional responsibilities added to her letter of call, the church council has decided to call a
congregational meeting to ask the congregation to revise our Outreach Minister’s letter of call to include living in the
CLF parsonage as part of her compensation. As Senior Pastor, I think it is a very appropriate and well deserved
change to her letter of call. A special congregational meeting to discuss and decide upon adding the
parsonage to the Outreach Minister’s letter of call will be held on Sunday, December 13 at 9:40 AM in the
CLF Fellowship Hall. I hope you can attend to be part of this conversation and decision.
Once again, I offer my deep thanks the all the members of the staff who took on additional responsibilities in the
last year to make our time of staff transition work well. The bedrock idea that God works through all of our
vocations is core to Lutheran theology. Thank you for all of your vocations, including the vocation of service that so
many of you intentionally give to your congregation.
Peace and best wishes,
Pastor Tom Opoien

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, January 25th, 11:30 AM at CLF
WHERE: Fireside Room
HOSTESSES: Lavina Shoop & Joan Eggers
PROGRAM: Larry Peterson will be our speaker and will talk about life on the Pine Ridge Reservation.
LaVonne Masters was our speaker for the November WELCA meeting. LaVonne brought us a message focused on
her journey to heal after the loss of her three sons. First, she cautioned us not to get too heavy into judging life’s
events. She said that it is a fact that part of life is good and part of life is bad. The important thing is to continue
to believe in God no matter what a person is going through. She sited Daniel 6:23 as one of the verses to confirm
this. LaVonne has memorized the book of Philippians and used it as a tool to help heal after the loss of her sons.
She told us that the more a person works at memory, the more that person can memorize.
WELCA purchased the three books that LaVonne and her husband Ron have written. Those books are in our church
library.
We had a brief Thank Offering Service at our meeting. We also discussed and approved our budget for 2016. That
discussion brought out how the making of quilts and the giving of quilts is an important outreach mission in our
group. A sincere thank you to all who participate in the quilting program on Tuesday mornings at CLF.
The members of WELCA will be providing cookies for Custer’s Christmas for Kids. If you signed up to bake cookies,
please have them in the church kitchen by noon on Friday, December 11th.
Thanks to all who participated in the Craft & Goodie Sale on Sunday, November 22nd. It is always gratifying to see
the items that are brought to the sale. It is especially fun to see the smiles on the faces of the folks who
purchase the items.
Quilting is going well. They will not meet again until January. The January newsletter will have more information about
the January start date. They are in need of the following items: fabric pieces, old soft blankets and mattress pads.
We could also use small, stuffed animals and/or small, seasonal items for Bingo prizes. Please bring them to church and
place in the Quilting Room.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

October—December Mission Project: The Storehouse
] Canned food – meats, vegetables, fruits, soups, cranberry sauce
] Spaghetti, pasta & sauce
] Cereals
] Instant Potatoes
] Stuffing Mix
] Cake Mixes/Tubs of Frosting
] Peanut butter
] Soaps – laundry, dish, body
] Macaroni & Cheese
] Paper towels & toilet tissue
] & any other food items you’d like to bring J
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

CROSSROADS

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB
Volunteers are needed for the CLF/CSC-that's the
"Clean Sidewalk Club." There is a sign-up sheet at
the Welcome Center in the Narthex for week days
or week-ends. There are two spaces for each
grouping. Thanks!!

Thursday Men’s Breakfast

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

6:30 AM — “Our Place”
Come join us for breakfast. There’s
always good conversation and good
food! Open to newcomers!

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the
option to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the
“ONLINE GIVING” link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up
regularly scheduled donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by
following the instructions. At this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions
only, however you can set-up your own login/password and make changes with your
giving at any time.

Christmas Poinsettias – If you would like to help decorate the altar area with poinsettias for the
Christmas season, you may bring them by December 20th and place them in the Family Room just off
the Narthex. They will be placed in in the Sanctuary sometime before the Christmas Eve services.
Please let the office know if your plant is in memory or in honor of someone. You may take them home
after Christmas Eve. Thanks!

2015 Budget thru October, 2015
2015 Actual

2015 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Youth House Building Sale
Total Income

% of Budget

$ 326,975.63
$
1,060.93
$
1,567.00
$
515.00
$
20.00
$ 20,301.50
$ 350,440.06

$ 345,833.33
$
1,000.00
$
1,000.00
$
1,666.67
$
6.000.00
$ 20,301.00
$ 375,801.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(18,857.70)
60.93
567.00
1,151.67)
(5,980.00)
.50
(25,360.94)

94.5%
106.1%
156.7%
30.9%
.3%
100.0%
93.3%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 95,915.24
$
8,592.92
$
5,491.91
$ 63,576.91
$ 180,296.11
$ 353,874.09

$ 96,000.00
$
9,549.37
$
4,520.84
$ 63,920.01
$ 207,412.52
$ 381,402.74

$
$
$
$
$
$

(83.76)
(956.45)
(971.07)
(343.10)
(27,116.41)
(27,528.65)

99.9%
90.0%
121.5%
99.5%
86.9%
92.8%
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
As I write this, Thanksgiving is only about a week away. It is a holiday rich with many memories
of our families all getting together. We came from a small town in Wisconsin & both of our
families would put on a big feast. Of course we were expected at both, so had to pace
ourselves. It was not so much about the meal, but the gathering of our families and since we are both from big
families the homes were filled to capacity but there was always room. Now many of our families are spread
around, our parents have long passed and the holiday has changed. This year we are fortunate to have our son &
girlfriend & her daughter to come from Minnesota. I can’t explain how much we look forward to spending time with
them. And on Thanksgiving we will be giving thanks for our family, friends, our health and our church. I hope you
will have the same opportunity. As we look around to all that is happening in our world, we have so much to be
thankful for. Freedom of speech, freedom to gather & freedom of religion. God Bless us all...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Dealing with Mental Illness & Suicide...
The Health Ministry is working on our upcoming presentation on Mental Illness & Suicide. We are hoping we have
a good turnout, but if we can help even one person it will be worth it. The next step for me will be trying to
reorganize our NAMI Connection group. This is a peer support group for people dealing with mental illness. It is
very structured & there are 2 co-facilitators to be sure everyone is able to discuss any problems they are dealing
with. It is well recognized in the entire country & has helped countless people including myself. Please see me if
you want more info or have questions. Healthy mind, healthy soul.
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team
Thank you to Parish Nurse Mary Klein and members of the Health Ministry Team for planning and hosting a
presentation on Mental Illness and Suicide at the church on November 20, 2015.
Participants heard from Kim McNemar, a Licensed Professional Counselor with Behavior Management Services
who taught about resources that are available in our area and led conversation surrounding mental health.

God’s Work. Our Hands. — Faith in Action...
These are some of the ways we have noticed you putting your faith into action as disciples. We give thanks for
your Christian witness as you become “the hands of Jesus” in our community. Please share your God’s Work –
Our Hands stories with Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister at yvonne_clf@gwtc.net .
ª The Social Ministry Team held their annual Sharing the Dream Crafts & ELCA Good Gifts. Your
purchases of a variety of handcrafted items goes to support a ministry in Guatemala that provides a living
wage to low income artisans. Your purchases from the ELCA Good Gifts program helps to make a
difference in the lives of people and communities around the world.
ª The Social Ministry Team also spearheaded Bread for the World’s annual Offering of Letters. People are
invited to write letters to government leaders urging support of programs that feed children in the United
States.
ª We were pleased to have author and storyteller, Tom Roberts at CLF on a November Sunday. Your purchase
of his books goes to support the Children’s Home Society.
ª Our Confirmation youth and their parents did a special “Servant Event” in support of The Storehouse. They
participated in a Scavenger Hunt around the community in which they collected food and other items for
people in need in Custer.
ª The Women of the ELCA held their annual Craft & Goodie Sale. Your purchases go towards the support of
the year round mission work of this group of faith-filled women.
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SPARK Kids...
We love our SPARK Kids program! Every Wednesday afternoon children are picked up at school
and transported to church. Each week we have a whirlwind of learning activities that center around
a Bible story. Our time together includes snacks, stories, games, science experiments, arts and
crafts. You can check out all the fun on CLF’s Facebook page where we post photos every week!
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:00 PM. SPARK Kids then help to set up for the
Wednesday NightLife meal. Children and their families are encouraged to stay for the meal followed by worship.
We are done by 6:30 PM.
If you know of a child in Kindergarten through Grade 5 who would like to be part of all the fun – please let us know.
We would love to add to our number! And best of all, it is all FREE!
In December we will be focusing on the story of Christmas:
] December 2 – “HOPE: Get Ready!” – Nehemiah 8-10; Malachi 1, 3-4; Ezra 7
] December 9 – “JOY: Mary Visits Elizabeth” – Luke 1:39-56
] December 16 – “LOVE: The Birth of the King” – Matthew 1:19-24, 2:1-3; Luke 1:26-55,
2:1-20, 2:41-51; John 1:1-18.
Please note that there will not be any SPARK Kids on Wednesdays, December 23rd or 30th as this is Christmas
break. We will resume SPARK Kids on Wednesday, January 6th.

Wednesday NightLife...
The December schedule for our family style meal on Wednesdays is as follows…
] 4:00 PM – We always need help to do the last preparations – which includes filling water pitchers, making
lemonade and coffee, setting out food, plates and untensils.
] 5:00 PM – The SPARK Kids sets all the tables with salt & pepper, glasses and places a water pitcher on
each table.
] 5:15 PM – A spoken grace is shared before we eat. The meal schedule for December is as follows:
§ December 2 – Lynn’s Chicken & Family Potluck (everyone needs to bring something to share)
§ December 9 – Meal prepared by Craig Lewis (A Potato Bar!)
§ December 16 – Meal prepared by Bitter Esters
] 5:45 PM – Sung grace and announcements
] 6:00 PM – Advent Worship
] 6:30 PM – Confirmation and Adult Learning Classes
] 7:30 PM – Choir Practice
Please note there will NOT be regular Wednesday NightLife on December 23rd AND 30th as this is the Christmas
break. We will return to our regular Wednesday NightLife schedule on January 6th.

Spotlight on Confirmation...
Sixth and Seventh Grade Youth are continuing their study of the Ten Commandments. This will be followed by a
study of the Lord’s Prayer. Eighth Grade Youth have begun a study entitled “Lutheran Living”. This includes such
topics as: Saint and Sinner, Grace, Two Kingdoms.
The first Parent Night was be held in November. Parents and youth participated in a “Servant Event”. They
collected food items for The Storehouse through a community Scavenger Hunt.
The annual Confirmation ADVENTure Retreat will be held at Outlaw Ranch on Friday-Saturday, December 4th and
5th. Confirmation youth and their leaders from around the area come together for this great event which includes
games, music, worship, learning and service. The cost is $45.00 per person. Talk to Outreach Minister, Yvonne
Steindal to register.
Please note this! There will be NO Confirmation on either December 23rd or 30th. This is the Christmas Break.
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Rap Group Calendar...

Sunday, December 6th — 9:35 AM, Monthly planning meeting in the DownUnder. This month we will begin planning
our summer mission trip where we will serve with Extreme Community Makeover. We will also
set the date for our annual “Romans and Christians: Extreme Winter Hide and Seek” Event.
Sunday, December 13th — 1:00 PM, Wood cutting and splitting behind the church

Rap Group Collecting for High School Food Pantry
During the month of December, the Rap Group is collecting food for The Wildcat Food Pantry, a food resource for
high schoolers located at Custer High School. The Wildcat Food Pantry is a food ministry associated with The
Storehouse. If you would like to donate items, you may place them in the Wildcat Food Pantry Box that is located in
the Narthex.
Items that would be helpful are: Items that can be warmed up in a microwave, ie. individual Mac & Cheese (just add
water), etc; cans of hearty soup; cans of Chili, Spaghettio’s, etc; Vienna Sausage; Sandwich Spread with crackers;
Fruit & Pudding Cups; Granola Bars, Cheese & Crackers

Sunday School Christmas Program...
Join us this year for our annual celebration of the Christmas story by our children! The Sunday
School Christmas program will be held on Sunday, December 6th. There is a Potluck Lunch at 12
noon. Please bring something to share. (You can even pick it up on your way to church!) The
Christmas program will immediately follow the Potluck. This year’s program is entitled “On The
Red Carpet.” Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to join in the fun for this special afternoon
event!

Walk For Water...
This school year the focus of our “Noisy Offering” will be the ELCA World Hunger’s Walk For Water project.
Clean water is one of the most powerful ways to create change in the world. When a community has access to
clean water, close to home, everything changes. Women don’t have to spend long hours walking many miles to
haul water home. When people drink clean water they are healthier. Adults can work. Children can go to school.
Access to clean water helps to create and support a stronger local economy. Wow! And, you can be a part of it…
The second Sunday of every month (December 13th) we invite you to contribute to our “Noisy Offering”. At the close
of the Children’s Message – children will collect your coins, bills and checks and place these gifts in our
special “Noisy Offering” milk can. Through your gifts, local communities in third world countries will be equipped to
provide clean water for drinking and growing crops, sanitation and hygiene, as well as ongoing training and
maintenance. Your spare change can help save lives!

Please notify Pastor Tom or Outreach Minister, Yvonne when:

Ø There is a hospitalization in your family
Ø There is a death in your family
Ø You would like a pastoral visit
Ø There is a birth or adoption
Ø Someone becomes homebound
Ø Someone becomes unemployed
Ø There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the body
of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pastor Tom Opoien
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister
tom_clf@gwtc.net
yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
605-440-2784 (cell)
673-4691 (church)
605-593-6165 (cell)

Stewardship
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Our God is a Generous God!
Our God is a generous God. So too are worshippers at Custer Lutheran Fellowship…generous in time, talent and
treasure. After nearly a month of conversations about our role as stewards and what and how we live out our faith
via CLF we were invited to consider making a financial commitment in support of Christ’s work through CLF for
2016. CLF stewards responded very generously. As of November 15th, 43 Estimate of Giving Cards have been
returned. Cards are still available and can be returned to the church office.
As God is generous with us we are called to lives of generosity. We understand: 1) that all we have is God’s
(Psalms 24:1); 2) God does not give it away, it is entrusted to us (1Chronicles 29:14); and 3) we are to use those
resources (time, talent and finances) for God’s work (1 Peter 4:10). We return to God our first fruits, that which is
first given us…our top priority, we work towards a tithe (10%) to do His work, and our giving is out of love and
compassion, not compulsion (2Corinthians 9:6-8).
We heard wonderful stories of how we (young and old alike) are living out our faith. Thank you for generosity with
your time and talents and for your financial commitments in furthering Christ’s work at CLF. Thanks be to God!

December @ the CLF Library...
§
§
§

“Library Wish List”

Hasting’s Encyclopedia of Ethics and Religion, 1906 (in 12 volumes) This resource would
enhance the reference secion with easily accessible articles by many of the greatest religious minds and hearts
in history who wrote in English.
Donations requested for a Koine, Greek, Hebrew and English dictionary.
Also needed—Greek/English interlinear edition of the NT & Koine Greek NT text.

“Library Recall”
Hard-back and paper-back editions of Barclay’s Commentaries on specific books of the Bible are needed in the
.library. Please return these items to the ‘donation’ box outside the Fireside Room. Thanks.
~ Li Fjerestad & your Library Team

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗ Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
∗ Outdoor Landscaping
∗ Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
∗ Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
∗ Hand Bells
Recent Gifts:
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Nobby Kile from Jim & Arbutus Winter
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Frances Thompson from Jon & Jane Skaar, Harold & Ann Snow, Jim
& Pat Hattervig and Mark & Bonnie Thompson
∗ Received to the Glory of God and in memory of Bud Moe from Jim & Arbutus Winter, Harold & Ann Snow, Rudy &
Lois Anderson and Jim & Pat Hattervig
∗ Received to the Glory of God from Mark & Bonnie Thompson in memory of Duane Martinz’s Mother, Carol Laverick’s
Mother, Lorna Reichenberg’s Mother and Gary Tuggle
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Diaper/Baby Wipe Drive for the Pine Ridge Retreat Center
Social Ministries is sponsoring a diaper drive for the Pine Ridge Retreat Center during the
month of December. Pastor Kay Ressel was present at the November Social Ministry Meeting.
Diapers are a great need at the Center. An area will be set up in the Narthex for donations of
diapers and baby wipes. Size 5 and 6 diapers are the greatest need. Thank you for
supporting this event – A Dry Baby is a Happy Baby!
On Saturday, October 31st about 25 people from Custer Lutheran Fellowship took part in the annual firewood haul
to Pine Ridge. Thank you to the Social Ministry Team and others who helped coordinate this event. The goal of
the event is to build and maintain relationships with people who live at Pine Ridge as well to provide firewood to
help heat people’s homes.

The CLF group shared the noon meal with Father Robert Two Bulls Sr and other members of Christ Church at Red
Shirt Table before delivering firewood to homes in the Red Shirt Table and Oglala area.

A Dog Named Christmas
A novel by Greg Kincaid
This is a delightful dog lover's read. It's a perfect read with your child. Check “A Dog Named Christmas” out from
our renewing church library.
Christmas is a dog from a local dog shelter that comes to live with the McCray family in Kansas. It happens this
way. During the holidays the shelter would ask for help in caring for their animals so the staff would have time off
with their families. The story unfolds as Todd and his father take “Christmas” home during the holidays.
Readers will experience Todd and the family's growing joy and love for their new pet friend.
Take a minute and stop by our church library. Pick up a special book, use it and return it when you finish.
--The Library Team
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Miscellaneous

Custer Lutheran Fellowship,
W.E.A.V.E is so Blessed with your continued support and
donations. Your donations mean more than you will ever
know. May God Bless Y’all.
~ Donna Talley, Executive Director
Faith Lewis
W.E.A.V.E. Board Members
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CLF,
Thank you so much for the care package! It was very
nice and the goodies were delicious! Everything is
going very well! See you guys at Thanksgiving or
Christmas!
Thanks again!
~ Matti Kelley

Select-A-Gift...
The traditional select-a-gift tree has been set up in the Narthex. Please take an tag from the tree and buy a gift for
the adult or child listed. Suggested gift items are listed on the back of the tag. Gifts are needed for all ages!
Gifts should be returned to the church unwrapped but with the tag attached. Gifts should be placed in the select
-a-gift collection box by Sunday, December 13th.

A note to our friends at Custer
Lutheran Fellowship:
We wanted to let you know that Tyler was accepted
to Luther College High School in Regina,
Saskatchewan for his Senior year. (It was Elisabeth
Cherland’s high school, and also where her father,
Carl Cherland, taught music for 35 years.) Ty began
his first day of classes on September 1st, and is so
excited to be there! Though we miss him terribly, we
are grateful for this wonderful opportunity. We have
always been pleased with his experiences in the
Custer Schools, and we are very thankful for his
excellent teachers and the school staff over the past
12 years. Luther will further challenge him
academically and musically, and will help to prepare
him for college life. He is living in the dorm and is
able to be involved in and attend as many activities
as he can, without an hour’s round-trip drive as he
had from home.
Luther puts on a musical every fall, with about a third
of the 440 students getting involved in some part of
the production. This year it was Sound of Music. We
traveled to Regina in October to see Ty perform in his
role as Freidrich vonTrapp, and the musical was
magnificent!
Packages present a problem with duty fees, but he
enjoys getting letters. His address is:
Ty Hughes, Room 312
Luther College High School
1500 Royal Street
Regina, Saskatchewan S4T 5A5
Canada
~ Jim and Pam Hughes

Taken from St John’s Lutheran Church, Hot Springs,
2014 December Newsletter
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clf happenings during
the month
of November...

Photos

CROSSROADS
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Council Meeting Highlights

CROSSROADS

Council Minutes – November 17, 2015
Treasurer’s Report — Lisa reviewed the financial report for this month.
Special Agenda Item – Pastor Tom introduced Pastor K, Karen Ressel, Synod Representative and Director of Pine
Ridge Retreat Center. Pastor K thanked CLF for their support of the Pine Ridge Retreat Center and the South
Dakota ELCA Synod. She spoke with members about our missions and asked if we had any questions or concerns
she could bring back to the Synod office.
Unfinished Business:
ª Memorial List – memorials have been received in memory of Bud Moe and Burt Brown. Members discussed.
ª Thrivent Choice – November amount – $161 / $1,728. Members were reminded that we will need to specify
how this money will be used at the end of the year.
ª Same-Sex Wedding Conversation - members discussed how this would be done and with what materials.
Pastor Tom suggested we have at least two forums to give members a chance to share and discuss. Dave
asked for Pastor Tom to set up three forums, to take place this winter and spring.
New Business:
ª Membership changes: Adds: Chiara Cahambing; Sam, Amy, Cecelia & Evelyn Ainsley; Heath, Catherine &
Hailey Harding; Trevor Kasmer; Kris & Maria LeDuc.
ª Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – Pastor Tom spoke with members about this fund, how it used and for what
purposes. Donna has taken over balancing the check book for this account.
ª Financial Peace University Class – Duane spoke with members about leading this 9 week financial course by
Dave Ramsey this January at CLF. Members discussed. Dave made a motion that the council support this
class held at CLF, it was seconded and carried.
ª Police Chaplain Certificate – Pastor Tom shared his certificate for completing this police training and said it
was a helpful. He will be riding along with the Custer Sheriff Department occasionally as part of this program.
ª Fun Bus Upgrade – Pastor Tom requested that with members consider trading our van for something that is
handicap accessible in our budget talks.
ª Budget Planning Goals – Pastor Tom requested that the budget committee meet with Pastor Tom, President
Lehman, Donna and Treasurer Fluck to develop a tentative budget to present at our December council meeting.
Lisa set two possible dates for the meeting November 24th or December 1st. Lisa will contact the budget
committee to see which date work best. Pastor Tom also asked that council develop some long term budget
goals for the next three years at our council retreat in January.
ª Last Certificate of Deposit comes due November 30th – Council discussed whether this should be cashed out
or put into another CD. Members discussed. Pastor Tom made a motion that we redeem this CD and put it in
our savings account, it was seconded and carried.
ª Parsonage – We will need to have a special congregational meeting to discuss adding housing to Yvonne’s
letter of call as compensation for the additional duties she has taken on. Dave Thom and Pastor Tom will meet
to adjust Yvonne's letter of call to present it to the congregation. We will be doing this special congregational
meeting on December 13th. Our constitution requires that this be announced two weeks prior to the meeting to
inform members so it will be placed in the weekly bulletin and newsletter. A parsonage committee will be
formed to make sure the parsonage is ready to move into and to help Yvonne and Craig move in.
2015 Goals & Lead Activities:
¯ Goal 1 – Average Weekly Worship: 239 – Our average year to date is 237.
¯ Goal 2 – New Member Connections
ª New Member Picture Board – Camille & Carol have put up a new members board above the coffee pots.
Reflections on Mission and Ministry:
ª Pastor’s Report – Pastor Tom reviewed his report. He feels fall programming is going well.
ª Outreach Minister Report – Yvonne shared her report with members.
Committee & Ministry Team Concerns:
ª Auditing – Lisa will make some calls to see if she can find some folks to serve on this committee in January.
ª Property – the water heater has been replaced.
ª Social Ministry – Pastor K came and spoke with members about the Pine Ridge Retreat and possible outreach
missions on the reservation.
ª W/ELCA – Yvonne reported that WELCA will be doing their goodie sale this Sunday.
ª Outreach – Steindal reported that the next "God's Work our Hands" Sunday will be September 11, 2016 with an
emphasis on supporting first responders.
ª Worship & Music – Pastor Tom reported that things are going smoothly.
ª Youth – Liz reported that RAP group cut wood last Saturday.
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Daily Devotions

ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
Advent 1
Tuesday, December 1: Psalm 90; 2 Samuel 7:18-29; Revelation 22:12-16
Wednesday, December 2: Psalm 90; Isaiah 1:24-31; Luke 11:29-32
Advent 2
Thursday, December 3: Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:5-12; Philippians 1:12-18a
Friday, December 4: Luke 11:68-79; Malachi 3:13-18; Philippians 1:18b-26
Saturday, December 5: Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 4:1-6; Luke 9:1-6
Sunday, December 6: Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
Monday, December :7 Psalm 126; Isaiah 40:1-11; Romans 8:22-25
Tuesday, December 8: Psalm 126; Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 1:2-15
Wednesday, December 9: Psalm 126; Isaiah 35:3-7; Luke 7:18-30
Advent 3
Thursday, December 10: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 6:1-8; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
Friday, December 11: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 8:4-12; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15
Saturday, December 12: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 9:8-15; Luke 1:57-66
Sunday, December 13: Isaiah 12:2-6; Zephaniah 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18
Monday, December 14: Isaiah 11:1-9; Numbers 16:1-19; Hebrews 13:7-17
Tuesday, December 15: Isaiah 11:1-9; Numbers 16:20-35; Acts 28:32-31
Wednesday, December 16: Isaiah 11:1-9; Micah 4:8-13; Luke 7:31-35
Advent 4
Thursday, December 17: Psalm 80:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 10:10-18
Friday, December 18: Psalm 80:1-7; Isaiah 42:10-18; Hebrews 10:32-39
Saturday, December 19: Psalm 80:1-7; Isaiah 66:7-11; Luke 13:31-35
Sunday, December 20: Luke 1:46b-55; Micah 5:2-5a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-55
Monday, December 21: Psalm 113; Genesis 25:19-28; Colossians 1:15-20
Tuesday, December 22: Luke 1:46b-55; Micah 4:1-5; Ephesians 2:11-22
Wednesday, December 23: Luke 1:46b-55; Micah 4:6-8; 2 Peter 1:16-21
Christmas 1
Thursday, December 24: Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]
Friday, December 25: Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:]1-7] 8-20
Saturday, December 26: Psalm 148; 2 Chronicles 24:17-24; Acts 6:1-7; 7:51-60
Sunday, December 27: Psalm 148; Proverbs 8:32-36; John 21:19b-24
Monday, December 28: Psalm 148; Isaiah 54:1-13; Revelation 21:1-7
Tuesday, December 29: Psalm 147:12-20; 1 Chronicles 28:1-10; 1 Corinthians 3:10-17
Wednesday, December 30: Psalm 147:12-20; 2 Chronicles 1:7-13; Mark 13:32-37
Christmas 2
Thursday, December 31: Psalm 147:12-20; 1 Kings 3:5-14; John 8:12-19
Friday, January 1: Name of Jesus
Saturday, January 2: Psalm 147:12-20; Proverbs 1:1-7; James 3:13-18
Sunday, January 3: Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; John 1:[1-9] 10-18
Monday, January 4: Psalm 72; Isaiah 6:1-5; Acts 7:44-53
Tuesday, January 5: Psalm 72; Jeremiah 31:7-14; John 1:[1-9] 10-18
Wednesday, January 6: Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14’ Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lisa Fluck
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

