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CLF Annual Meeting...
The Custer Lutheran Fellowship Annual Meeting will
be held Sunday, January 25th following the 11:00
service in the Fellowship Hall. At this meeting we will celebrate the ministry
of the congregation in 2014, share a potluck meal, and make plans for the
coming year. The church provides fried chicken and beverages, but we ask
that depending on the first letter of your last name, you bring one of the
following items:
Ø Last name begins with A – H… please bring a dessert.
Ø Last name begins with I – P… please bring a salad.
Ø Last name begins with Q – Z … please bring a hot vegetable (which
may include potato dishes).
A special forum will be held on Sunday, January 11, 2015 at 9:45 AM in the
Fireside Room to discuss and answer questions about CLF’s 2015 proposed
budget and current CLF staffing plans.

Daily Devotions
- January Calendar
- Birthdays & Anniversaries
- January Worship Help

Wednesday NightLife enters into the Old Testament in January...
Wednesday NightLife will begin again on Wednesday, January 7th. If you have never been a part of this
multigenerational gathering, please feel free to drop in for part or all of the evening. The worship service is a
reflective service of prayer, conversation, and song. During January and February the scripture readings during
worship will revolve around the stories of people in the Old Testament that you may or may not remember: Ruth,
Hannah and Samuel, David, Solomon, and Esther. These ancient stories of faith have much to teach us about our
own spiritual journeys.
In January, the schedule continues to be: SPARK Kids (4:00-5:00 PM), MEAL (5-5:50 PM), EVENING WORSHIP
6-6:30 PM), EDUCATION HOUR for confirmation students and adults (6:30-7:30 PM). ADULT CHOIR PRACTICE
(7:30-8:30 PM). Yvonne will be teaching an adult class on the book of Esther (see article below).

A Study of Esther...
Esther is virtually an unknown book to many Christians. God is never directly mentioned nor is anything specifically
religious. The book of Esther is full of unknowns and uncertainties. Martin Luther even rejected the book saying it
had no place in the Bible. Luther is quoted in one of his “Table Talks” as saying: “I am so hostile to … Esther that I
wish it did not exist at all; for they Judaize too much and have heathen practices.”
So, why study the book of Esther at all? For three reasons… (1) Esther got into the Bible due to popular demand.
(2) The book of Esther is a literary masterpiece. (3) It contains many important social justice issues – like racism and
sexism.
So, does this intrigue you? Join us for an Adult Study on the Book of Esther. The study will be held at our
Wednesday NightLife program beginning on January 7th. We will meet in the Fireside Room immediately following
worship. The study will be led by Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal. It will include the viewing of clips from the
2006 film, “One Night with the King”. Join us as we explore what the book of Esther can teach us about our lives of
faith.

CLF Happenings
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Thursday 9:30 AM Christian Book Study...
The group finished reading Max Lucado’s book — “JUST LIKE JESUS”. It has been a great book and we
encourage you to read it.
March 5, 2015 we will start a new book by Richard Rohr—”FALLING UPWARD: A Spirituality for the Two Halves
of Life”. Taken from the summary on the front flap of the book: In the first half of life, we are naturally and rightly
preoccupied with establishing our identity—climbing, achieving and performing. But those concerns will not serve
us as we grow older and begin to embark on a further journey, one that involves challenges, mistakes, loss of
control, broader horizons and necessary suffering that actually shocks us out of our prior comfort zone.
Eventually, we need to see ourselves in a different and more life-giving way. This message of “falling down” —
that is in fact moving upward — is the most resisted and counterintuitive of messages in the world’s religions,
including and most especially Christianity. This sounds like a book all of us can relate to at this time in our lives.

“NOISY OFFERING” TO CONTINUE ONE SUNDAY A MONTH...
As part of the Sunday School Mission Offering this year to aid the ELCA Malaria Campaign,
we will have a “Noisy Offering” one Sunday a month. Feel free to send your pocket change
with a child to throw in the cream can! The next noisy offering will be on January 11th.

Men’s Breakfast/Book Study Continues on First Saturday...
The monthly Men’s Breakfast/Book Study continues their reading and discussing the book, We Make the Road By
Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation by Brian McLaren. Pastor Tom
leads this study, and breakfast is served. If you are a newcomer to the congregation, consider visiting this group.
The discussion will be lively, and friendships will be made and strengthened. Copies of the book are available for
purchase for $25. This group meets on the first Saturday of each month at 8:00 AM in the Fireside Room.

NEED A GOOD LAUGH? By Phil Lewison
The 3-H Club (Humor Health Hangout) will meet in the New Year on Sunday, January 11th from
1:30-2:30. There will be a hand out from Mayo Clinic titled "How to be Happy: Tips for Cultivating
Contentment". We will also have readings from the Joyful Noiseletter, Baxter Black and we will be
listening to Garrison Keillor's New Year's stories. Everyone is welcome. Nothing to join, just attend.

Sunday School News...
Sunday School presented their Christmas program, "Away FROM the Manger", on December 7th
following a potluck dinner. There were 28 children and 9 directors/helpers involved in the
planning, rehearsing and presentation. A special thank you goes out to Wendi Rausch, Michelle
Lehman, Selena & Kaitlyn Spring, Gene Fennell, and Nancy Suelflow for their help with planning
and rehearsals. Thank yous also go to Pat Hattervig for being our sound coordinator; Cozy
Dorton for being the piano accompanist; Mindy Dooley for coordinating the potluck lunch; and a
special thank you to the Joanne & Neil Witt family for their Christmas goodie bags. (We have lost track of the
number of years they have done this, but what a wonderful gift to the children!). Last, but by far, not the least - a
BIG thank you to the children and their parents for supporting our CLF Christian Education program! We continue
to feel blessed to work with the children in teaching the children about our Savior and Lord.
Beginning in January thru March we will be holding monthly “retreats” for children on Sunday afternoons. This will
be instead of Sunday School class time in the mornings. We had such a great time with this last year we decided
to do it again! It is a chance to spend several hours together with a larger group of children. We get to do a lot of
fun activities in that time. Don’t miss out!
The first Sunday School Retreat will be held on Sunday, January 11th. The focus of our time together will be
on Baptism. Come and see what getting wet is all about! We begin with a lunch immediately following the 11:00
AM worship service. We conclude at around 2:00 PM. We hope to see you there!
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Thoughts From Yvonne Steindal!
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The Faith5
This fall we spent our Wednesday NightLife worship exploring the faith practices known as The Faith5.
Traditionally the New Year brings about a series of resolutions in which we seek to make our lives better – by
eating healthier, exercising more, stressing less. We want to challenge you to commit to New Year’s resolution
that will deepen your faith life. It is a simple process – which you can do every evening – with your family and
friends – at home or over Skype. We suggest doing it as the last thing you do in your day. In this way your day will
be re-centered on God. Consider having an opening ritual – light a candle, gather in the same spot each night,
recite together the same opening words for your time together. “I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you
alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety.” (Psalm 4:8) Here’s an outline of the process…
We begin with SHARE. Share the Highs and the Lows of your day. What troubled you today? What made you
sad? What was difficult for you? What was your greatest joy today? What made you happy? God knows your joys
and your sorrows. But, it is the naming of them out loud that we reconnect to God’s abundant love for us. “Where
can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make
my bed in Sheol, you are there.” (Psalm 139:72)
Now we READ a piece of scripture. To help you with this, we are including “A Faith5 Devotion Guide” in each
month’s newsletter. It will provide you with a suggested piece of scripture for each day. They are short – one or
two verses. Tape this Guide to your refrigerator, on your bathroom mirror, near your computer – somewhere you
will see it regularly and be reminded. Read the piece of scripture out loud. Each person takes a turn to read it.
Just read for the pure joy of hearing scripture. Scripture was always meant to be read out loud. So, enjoy it! “Your
word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105)
It is now time to TALK about that piece of scripture which you just read out loud. What does it mean to you? How
do you think it relates to your daily life? What is God saying to you through this reading? As everyone shares you
will grow in your understanding of the Bible. “Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart.
Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie
down and when you rise.” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7)
Next we take time to PRAY together. Join hands (or hearts) and pray out loud for one another. Pray for our
church. Pray for the Lows of your week. Give thanks for the Highs of your week. Pray for our world. At the end
pray together the Lord’s Prayer. Prayer is a spiritual discipline that needs to be practiced. “Hear my cry, O God;
listen to my prayer. From the end of the earth I call to you, when my heart is faint…” (Psalm 61:1-2)
And finally, we BLESS one another. Use the sing of the cross on each person or the laying on of hands. Remind
each person with spoken words that they are a child of God. We bless others as God has blessed us. “The Lord
bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you: the Lord lift up his
countenance upon you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26)
To help you remember this process, pick up one of The Faith5 bookmarks which you can find at our Welcome
Center. We encourage you to use these faith practices in your daily lives beginning now – in the New Year!
Christ Makes Life Exciting!
Yvonne Steindal, Outreach Minister

CLF Memorial Fund
Please remember Custer Lutheran Fellowship when deciding where to donate memorial funds.

Memorial Fund Needs List:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Bibles (NRSV & Spark Bibles)
Outdoor Landscaping
Discretionary Fund to help local people in need
Tinting/covering, etc for sanctuary windows
Hand Bells
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:
WHEN: Monday, January 26th — 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: Potluck Lunch—Please bring a dish to share
PROGRAM: Planning for Spring Gathering in April
Come One...Come All! Quilting will resume on Monday, January 5th at 9:00 AM in the Narthex. Join us for
fun and fellowship as we make quilts for Lutheran World Relief and local needs. You don’t need to know to
sew...there are plenty of other jobs to do!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and
programs of interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

The Lutheran Magazine – explore, expand, subscribe!
The December 2014 issue of The Lutheran opens with reflections on poverty and love, and has insights on trends in
mainline churches, global missions, Lutheran responses to Ebola in Sierra Leone, how to live joyously all year round,
biblical fluency, movie reviews, and a column by the presiding bishop. The magazine is a wealth of information and
inspiration. Available to subscribers is an on-line weekly devotional with 1-2 minute reads that will enrich your week.
If you do not subscribe, give yourself a gift for 2015 and subscribe to The Lutheran magazine. Explore your faith,
learn about others…subscribe to 12 monthly issues. At $11.75/year it’ll be one of the best things you add to your
reading list. Simply drop a check (payable to CLF) off at the office. See more at: www.TheLutheran.org.

Alternative gift market recap....

On November 30th & December 7th the Social Ministry Team sponsored an alternative gift market featuring ELCA
Good Gifts and Sharing the Dream Crafts from Guatemala. Sharing the Dream Crafts sales totaled 763.45 and
ELCA Good Gifts totaled 1,103. Thanks for your patronage with both of these worthy projects! Here is the
breakdown for the ELCA Good Gifts:
3 Pigs.....................................................................$ 90
1 Share of a cow....................................................$ 50
1 Community Fish Farm.........................................$250
3 Chicks..................................................................$ 30
2 Honey Bees.........................................................$ 40
7 Clinic Visit for a Child...........................................$ 70
1 Share of a Water Well..........................................$250

1 Water Jug...........................................................$ 12
1 Food (1 Mo) for Child Orphaned by HIV/AIDS...$ 21
5 Mosquito Nets....................................................$ 50
1 School Fees & Uniform for a Girl........................$ 40
1 Community Garden............................................$200
Total..............................................................$1,103

Four by Four in 2014...
It is time to establish new four by four groups if there is enough interest. If you don’t know what four by
four is…or just need a refresher, read on.

• 4 by 4 groups consist of four (sometimes five or six) singles or families that covenant to get together four times
during the year for a meal and conversation.
• The purpose of 4 by 4 groups is to deepen relationships and enjoy those you attend worship with in a more
informal setting.
• It’s up to the membership of each 4 by 4 group to plan its dates/events for the year. Typically, each family/single
hosts the whole group one time.
• Every year, we shake up the four by four rosters, so that we get to know other people. We try to do this by
mid-February, so the groups can get rolling.
Would you be interested in being part of 4 by 4 in 2014? There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex now... so sign up
soon!

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pastor Tom — tom_clf@gwtc.net
Yvonne — Yvonne_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

CROSSROADS

Won’t You Please Help?
Everyone enjoys the food & fellowship
between services on Sunday mornings.
Won’t you please consider helping out by volunteering to
be a fellowship host? The sign-up sheet & instructions
are located on the counter by the kitchen. Contact the
church office if you have questions. Thanks!

Office hours…..

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB

The church office is open Monday—Friday
from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office hours for
individuals are as follows:
Pastor Tom: Monday—Thursday 7:40—8:40 AM; 3—5 PM
Yvonne: Tuesday—Thursday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Wednesday & Friday

Volunteers are needed for the CLF/CSC-that's the
"Clean Sidewalk Club." There is a sign-up sheet in
the Narthex for week days or week-ends. There are
two spaces for each grouping. Thanks!!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
A prayer shawl is a simple crocheted or knitted shawl, created with love and prayer to be given to
someone who is ill or in need of comfort or encouragement. A shawl can be given to a student beginning
college, or to a new baby. When recipients use the shawl, it envelopes them in warmth and the prayers
from our community of Custer Lutheran Fellowship.
Completed shawls are brought to the church to be blessed by the Pastors. The shawl can then be given to one who
needs comfort by the pastor or by anyone of us who see a need. If anyone has completed shawls, you can bring
them to the office at any time.
If you would like to be involved with this ministry, please speak with either Karen Schleining or Donna McConnell. We
can provide you with either crochet or knit shawl patterns.

2014 Budget thru November, 2014
2014 Actual

2014 Budget

$ Over Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings (Coins for Colombia)
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Form 990-T Health Insurance Credit
Endowment/Youth House Funds
Endowment Funds/VBS
Endowment Funds/Wed Spark Kids
Youth House Building Sale
Outreach Minister Set-Aside Funds
Total Income

$ 357,700.25
$
1,178.17
$
1,292.00
$
715.00
$
8,464.27
$
4,580.00
$
1,500.00
$
4,639.31
$ 24,977.42
$ 15,000.00
$ 420,046.42

$ 394,685.50

$ 28,967.00
$ 15,000.00
$ 459,652.50

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(36,985.25)
1,178.17
1,292.00
715.00
(8,535.73)
580.00
1,500.00
4,639.31
(3,989.58)
15,000.00
(39,606.08)

90.6%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
49.8%
114.5%
100.0%
100.0%
86.2%
100.0%
91.4%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 142,620.91
$
8,236.25
$
4,760.19
$ 65,611.19
$ 213,094.84
$ 434,323.38

$ 165,163.14
$ 10,658.82
$
3,987.50
$ 66,579.36
$ 217,546.05
$ 463,934.87

$
$
$
$
$
$

(22,542.23)
(2,422.57)
772.69
(968.17)
(4,451.21)
(29,611.49)

86.4%
77.3%
119.4%
98.5%
98.0%
93.6%

$
$

17,000.00
4,000.00

% of Budget
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Notes from the Parish Nurse...
My note will be short because as with everyone, I’ve been busy. Our Health Ministry has not
met now for 2 months. My hope is that you can stay healthy during the holidays. Be extra
careful about frequent hand washing. Also please be careful at festivities & always have a
designated driver. I’ve never been one for New Years resolutions as I never seem to follow
through. Our Health Ministry is cooking up some great ideas to get ourselves healthy with exercise. Now don’t
grumble yet! We are working on a variety of exercises so there should be something we all can accomplish. We
plan to set up teams & let the best team win, not only the contest but by being healthier. We still are looking for
additional members for the Health Ministry Team. May you all have a joyful Christmas hopefully with family &
friends. God Bless.
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
673-4424

Maintaining Mental Health...
The holidays can be very difficult for many people. Expectations are set too high, they may not be able to be with
family or they may have lost a loved one & then that first Christmas is so difficult. Even though it may be very hard,
reach out to someone you feel comfortable to talk things over. Another problem many people have is called
“Seasonal Affective Disorder”. This is manifested by depression due to the decrease in sunlight which then lowers
their production of feel good chemicals in the brain. Get out as much as possible, take Vitamin D because Calcium
is absorbed through Vitamin D. Another very effective option is a special lamp that gives you the ultraviolet rays
you are not getting from the sun. I do recommend any of these treatments. Please call & talk to me about any
questions you may have. God Bless...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse
Health Ministry Team

2015 Giving Envelopes…
If your family used the numbered giving envelopes in 2014, we have re-issued a new box for 2015. The envelopes
are on a table in the Narthex. Please pick them up soon. The number may not be the same as last year, so please
be sure you use the new envelopes.
If you would like to start using the numbered giving envelopes, please sign up on the sheet which is located on the
same table in the Narthex. We will issue a box to your family to be picked up the following week.

Denver CO — pepsi center
August 7-8, 2015 — date change!!
20-year anniversary / farewell tour
A Friday night & Saturday event for you & your friends!!
Compelling Stories, Dynamic Music, Engaging Speakers, Inspiring Worship & Bible-Based Teaching!
Six ladies attended the 2014 Women of Faith in October and all had a great time. While we were there, we learned
that things will be changing in the future. Next year will be their 20-year anniversary of these Women of Faith
events. We were told that now it’s time to close this chapter—celebrating 20 years of remarkable ministry. So in
2015, Women of Faith will set out on an 18-city nationwide farewell tour. They are throwing a huge party in these
18 cities across the country to honor the past, savor the present, and embrace the future. They will celebrate all
that God has done in us, through us, and with us. They will welcome beloved friends to our stage—including many
of the original “porch pals.” Then in 2016, there will be something different planned...which will be announced
during 2015.
Due to the NBA taking the original date in October, the conference has been moved to August 7-8, 2015. I am
serving as a group leader again and have purchased tickets for the 2015 event and they are in a wonderful
location! The cost for a ticket is $84.45. I also have tickets reserved “on hold” which means seats are not
assigned until they are paid for. As a group leader, I also line up the transportation and motel rooms. If you are
interested in purchasing a ticket, please contact me.
~ Donna McConnell
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SPARK Kids...
Our after-school Children’s Ministry program for Kindergarten through Grade 5 keeps growing! We have new
children coming every week. There are now 33 children registered. Wow! We continue to provide transportation for
children from school to CLF.
In January, SPARK Kids will return to Biblical stories in the Old Testament. We have lots of fun learning through
snacks, stories, games, science experiments, arts and crafts:
¯ January 7 – Ruth; Ruth 1:1-22, 2:1-17
¯ January 14 – Hannah and Samuel; 1 Samuel 1:9-27, 3:1-2:1-13
¯ January 21 – David; 1 Samuel 16:1-13, 17:4-11 & 32-50
¯ January 28 – Solomon Builds a Temple; 1 Kings 6
The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:00 PM. Families are encouraged to stay for dinner and worship at the
Wednesday NightLife program upstairs. Worship will focus on the same Bible stories we are learning about in
SPARK Kids.

Spotlight on Confirmation...

Confirmation for Youth in 6th, 7th and 8th Grades is held as part of Wednesday NightLife. Every Wednesday we
begin with a meal at 5:00 PM, followed by worship at 6:00 PM. Following worship, Confirmation classes are led by
adult leaders and pastoral staff. Sixth Grade is continuing its study of the New Testament led by Sunny Reeves.
Seventh Grade is exploring prayer with an emphasis on the Lord’s Prayer. This group is co-led by Duane Martinz
and Gail Opoien. Eighth Grade will begin a study on the Sacraments with Pastor Tom.
January 21st will be Faith Mentor Night. Faith Mentors will get together with their Confirmation Youth to eat and
worship together. After worship – instead of the regular Confirmation classes – there will be a special event for Faith
Mentors and their Confirmation youth. Fun is guaranteed!
The Middle School Retreat will be held at Outlaw Ranch on Friday-Saturday, March 6th and 7th. The theme is
“Pray!” which is based on Philippians 4:6 – “Let your request be made known to God.” We will learn how to pray
and try out some new prayer practices. Ben Anderson will be our special speaker. He will be sharing on topics of
disability and bullying. You don’t want to miss it! The cost is $55 per person.
Eighth Grade Youth are working on their Faith in Action Projects. This is an opportunity for these youth to share
their faith in a concrete way using their God-given gifts, talents and interests. They will present their projects at a
Confirmation Banquet in the spring.
It is time to start thinking about Confirmation Camp. We will be heading to NeSoDak the week
of June 14 thru 19 for this fun-filled week. In the morning we will have a time of study with our
Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal. The rest of the day will be filled with lots of camp activities
like swimming, games and Bible study with your camp counselor. Don’t miss out! The Early Bird
rate is $385. A $100 scholarship from CLF will be given towards the registration fee for each
youth attending Confirmation Camp.

Catch The Buzz!
The Sunday School Mission Offering this year continues to go to the support of the ELCA
Malaria Campaign. The name of this program will be Catch The Buzz. The children are
discovering that each one of us can make a difference!
Malaria is carried by mosquitoes in some of the poorest countries in the world. A child dies
every 45 seconds from this dreadful disease. One of the ways our offering helps is by
providing life-saving medicine quickly. The ELCA Malaria Campaign has a goal of raising $15
million during 2015 to wipe out malaria in the world.
Every month we invite you to participate in the “Noisy Offering” during worship. Your spare
change, bills and checks will go directly towards the ELCA Malaria Campaign. Help our children make a difference
in the world!

PAGE 9

Rap Group
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Rap Group January Schedule...
Sunday, January 4: 9:45 AM — Monthly planning meeting
Sunday, January 18: 1:00 PM — Wood cutting & splitting behind the church
During the month of December
the high school Rap group packed
bags of groceries for the
elementary backpack program.
The backpack program sends
groceries home each weekend
with children who qualify for the
school’s free and reduced lunch
program. Area groups volunteer
to purchase and assemble these
bags. Thank you to the Rap Group
for their donation of labor and
money to make this project
possible.

Communion: What’s It All About?
We invite Fifth Graders and their parents to a special time of learning about the sacrament of
Holy Communion. If your child is already taking communion – great! If this will be the first time
your child will take communion – great! This is a time of learning and celebration of this great gift
that God has given us.
We will meet together on Sunday mornings, January 18th and 25th beginning at 9:30 AM in the
Fireside Room. This will be a time of special learning through a lot of fun activities for both children and parents!
It will be led by Outreach Minister, Yvonne Steindal. We will then mark this faith milestone in worship on Sunday,
February 1st.
Please let us know that you will be a part of it by calling the church office. If your child is older – and has not had
the opportunity to have this time of learning and celebration – your family is certainly invited and encouraged to
participate as well.

CUSTER YOUTH HOUSE – News & Needs

The Custer Youth House is located in the big blue building on the corner of 11th and Canal Streets. We will be
open again on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00 to 6:00 PM beginning January 6th. All 6th, 7th and 8th grade
youth are welcome. It is a safe and fun place to hang out and make new friends!
There is a place to hang out and watch movies. We have a Wii and a Playstation 3 for gaming. You can do crafts
or homework. And, there will be plenty of snacks and drinks. Best of all, it is all FREE!
We are in need of donations of food and drink items for the Youth House. In addition, we welcome your financial
support. Your monetary gifts go will go towards rent, propane and wi-fi. You can help provide a great outreach
ministry to the youth in our community. Drop off your gifts at the church office. Please attach your name so that
we can thank you! If you have an idea of something you would like to donate – please talk to our Outreach
Minister, Yvonne Steindal.
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Council Meeting Highlights
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Council Minutes – November 25, 2014
Treasurer’s Report — Jon reviewed the treasurer’s report.
Unfinished Business:
¯ Memorial List – Jane Olson Memorial Gift will be discussed after endowment committee recommendations.
¯ Landscaping Project / Playground – is finished, but they might add another swing.
¯ Thrivent Choice – November amount – $0 / $1,223
¯ Youth House Update – It is still presently not running because they are working on getting heat to the building.
¯ Ministry Leadership Study Group Update – Jon will request the group to make a report to church council at the
next meeting and thank them for the work and recommendations.
¯ CLF 50th Anniversary in 2015 Update – Define chair at future meeting. Ground breaking was on July 11, 1965.
¯ Better Lighting in Back Update – Council agreed to proceed with the recommended light options for the back
entrance for safety for the Spark Kids and Rap Group that use that entrance. Funds would come out of the facility
maintenance repair funds.
New Business:
¯ Membership Changes – Adds by Transfer – Brad & Connie McKinney from First United Methodist, Scottsbluff,
NE; Dale & Teresa Obenauer from Lord of Life Lutheran, Kennewick, WA; Roe & Pat Eidsness from WestSide
Lutheran in Sioux Falls, SD; and Connie Werner. By Affirmation of Faith – Steve Engelbrecht
¯ Updating Membership Lists – Revising the lists of active and inactive with our seasonal members and people
who have moved away. Having accurate numbers would help with staffing recommendations and mission work.
¯ Worship Times – Discussion held to possibly move second service to 10:30 after January to foster fellowship
during coffee hour.
¯ Outdoor Worship Area Benches – The benches are deteriorating and further discussion is needed for a plan to
be put in place before we use the outdoor worship area next year.
¯ Habitat for Humanity House – The house is almost finished with Rapid City volunteers coming up and working
on the house. Yvonne states that the family has been selected.
¯ Annual Meeting – Proposed for Sunday January 25, 2015. Nomination committee selected at last years annual
meeting was Scott Olson, Lonnie Hosman, Dave Thom and Jim Laverick.

Council Minutes – December 15, 2014
Treasurer’s Report — Jon reviewed some of the budget modifications on the table for next year in order to address our
shortfall this year and the projected shortfall for next year. Members discussed. A motion was made to
re-amortize our loan to a 15 year loan from a 10 year loan in order to give us the option to pay a smaller yearly
amount. We will have the option to pay this down if our offerings allow. The motion was seconded and approved.
Unfinished Business:
¯ Landscaping Project – Augie has contacted Freeman Electric about adding lights to the basement entrance.
¯ Thrivent Choice – November/December amounts – $75 / $1,298. Members discussed missions or special
projects they could donate this money to. A motion was made to split the funds; half will go to the Custer
Ministerial Alliance and the other half for scholarships towards the RAP group’s trip to Detroit. The motion was
carried.
¯ Youth House Update – We have signed a Lease agreement on the property near the elementary school. Pastor
Tom reported that there have been facility delays in getting this program started. Currently the heat is working
and it is planned to have the facility ready for students when school resumes in January.
¯ CLF 50th Anniversary in 2015 Update – Pastor Tom spoke of some of the ideas for the anniversary celebration.
Lois Anderson has suggested that we have a reunion of the Sojourner and Wayfarer program students that have
come to our church in past summers. It was also suggested that we invite former members and previous pastors
to a reunion. Council was charged with finding someone to head up a committee that would plan and organize
these events.
¯ Vibrant Faith Coaching Update – Pastor Tom reported on the completion of this program and how much help
this professional coach has been to staff in developing goals and working through transitions.
New Business:
¯ Membership Changes: Remove — Mary Schull, per her request
¯ Updating Membership Lists – Pastor Tom requested we update our membership lists so they may more
adequately reflect our congregation’s size. This will help give us a more realistic number for our planning.
¯ Annual Meeting Planning – the date for our annual meeting was set for Sunday, January 25th. There will be a
potluck at noon followed by a meeting at 1 PM. We will be discussing the new documentation for the endowment
at that time. It was requested that council begin to think of members that might be available to serve on the
committees that we will appoint at that meeting.
(Continued next page)
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ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
2 Christmas
Thursday, January 1: Psalm 148; Proverbs 1:1-7; James 3:13-18
Friday, January 2: Psalm 110; Proverbs 1:20-33; James 4:1-10
Saturday, January 3: Psalm 110; Proverbs 3:1-12; James 4:11-17
Sunday, January 4: Psalm 147:12-20; Jeremiah 31:7-14; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:[1-9] 10-18
Monday, January 5: Proverbs 110; Proverbs 22:1-9; Luke 6:27-31
Tuesday, January 6: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
Wednesday, January 7: Psalm 110; Exodus 1:22—2:10; Hebrews 11:23-26
Baptism of Our Lord
Thursday, January 8: Psalm 29; 1 Samuel 3:1-21; Acts 9:10-19a
Friday, January 9: Psalm 29; 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 1 Timothy 4:11-16
Saturday, January10: Psalm 29; 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12; Luke 5:1-11
Sunday, January 11: Psalm 29; Genesis 1:1-5; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11
Monday, January 12: Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36; Genesis 17:1-13; Romans 4:1-12
Tuesday, January 13: Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36; Exodus 30:22-38; Acts 22:2-16
Wednesday, January 14: Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36; Isaiah 41:14-20; John 1:29-34
Epiphany 2
Thursday, January 15: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; Judges 2:6-15; 2 Corinthians 10:1-11
Friday, January 16: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; Judges 2:16-23; Acts 13:16-25
Saturday, January 17: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Samuel 2:21-25; Matthew 25:1-13
Sunday, January 18: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Samuel 3:1-20; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51
Monday, January 19: Psalm 86; 1 Samuel 9:27—10:8; 2 Corinthians 6:14—7:1
Tuesday, January 20: Psalm 86; 1 Samuel 15:10-31; Acts 5:1-11
Wednesday, January 21: Psalm 86; Genesis 16:1-14; Luke 18:15-17
Epiphany 3
Thursday, January 22: Psalm 62:5-12; Jeremiah 19:1-15; Revelation 18:11-20
Friday, January 23: Psalm 62:5-12; Jeremiah 20:7-13; 2 Peter 3:1-7
Saturday, January 24: Psalm 62:5-12; Jeremiah 20:14-18; Luke 10:13-16
Sunday, January 25: Psalm 62:5-12; Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20
Monday, January 26: Psalm 46; Genesis 12:1-9; 1 Corinthians 7:17-24
Tuesday, January 27: Psalm 46; Genesis 45:25—46:7; Acts 5:33-42
Wednesday, January 28: Psalm 46; Proverbs 8:1-21; Mark 3:13-19a
Epiphany 4
Thursday, January 29: Psalm 111; Deuteronomy 3:23-29; Romans 9:6-18
Friday, January 30 : Psalm 111; Deuteronomy 12:28-32; Revelation 2:12-17
Saturday, January 31: Psalm 111; Deuteronomy 13:1-5; Matthew 8:28—9:1
Sunday, February 1: Psalm 111; Deuteronomy 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28
Monday, February 2: Psalm 35:1-10; Numbers 22:1-21; Acts 21:17-26
Tuesday, February 3: Psalm 35:1-10; Numbers 22:22-28; 1 Corinthians 7:32-40
Wednesday, February 4: Psalm 35:1-10; Jeremiah 29:1-14; Mark 5:1-20
¯ Mutual Ministry Committee – Pastor Tom will be meeting with a group in early January to review his activities/
priorities and how they dovetail with the goals and ministry of our congregation.
¯ Ministry Site Study – Joey Kortemeyer presented an evaluation chart of what the study committee had created
and discussed concerning our three staffing options: hiring a part-time associate, hiring an intern for one year
and keeping our staffing numbers the same. The committee was able to gather good information, and had good
discussions. In the end it was decided that, after the budget was evaluated, that even though we might be a
good fit for a part time associate or intern in the future that currently we should stay with our present staffing
numbers.
¯ Council Retreat / 2015 Goals – Pastor Tom would like to include some of the elements and discussion from the
mutual ministry meeting in this retreat to look at the concept of gathering/community. It is scheduled for 8 - 3:00
on January 31st at Outlaw Ranch. Pastor Tom will make arrangements with Outlaw Ranch. The back-up date is
February 28th.
¯ Community Christmas – Pastor Tom informed council of the three events that our membership is involved in: a
food basket give away, a community dinner and the select-a-gift program.
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Tom Opoien
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Outreach Minister: Yvonne Steindal
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretaries:
Karen Schleining & Ann Snow
Treasurer: Lonnie Hosman
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

