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New Member Class...

Join Pastor Pam on Saturday, November 17th from
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM in the Fireside Room to learn
more about the history of CLF, who we are now, and
all the ways you can use your gifts here and in the
community. We will talk about what it means to be a
“member” of a church community – and what it doesn’t mean. If you have
been part of worship and other events here, but have not yet officially joined
the church, you are invited to become part of this community of faith. And if
you are currently a member, you are welcome to join us, too, and be a
mentor to our newcomers as they become more acquainted with CLF. Join
us as we learn and grow in our commitment to CLF!
A big THANK YOU to all who attended and participated in a
wonderful Commitment Sunday on October 28th! It was a
time of celebration of all the ways we embrace God’s
generosity to us, and our generosity to all of God’s creation!
Following the worship service, we enjoyed a delicious
brunch hosted by the Post-Prom Committee—Yum!
During the month of October, we watched three awesome
video-taped temple talks…thank you DeMaris Nesheim,
Lisa Fluck and Duane Martinz for allowing us to re-use your
temple talks!
Here’s what has happened so far: on Sunday, we received 52 pledges: 15 were
new pledges and 16 of us increased our pledges over last year. And...we have
surpassed last year’s pledged amount. That’s great news!
We will be sending a letter and a pledge card to all who were unable to attend and
we expect to have even more numbers to report at a later date. Please continue to
keep the stewardship work of CLF in your prayers!

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service is November 21st...
Before you stuff yourself with turkey, come to Custer Lutheran Fellowship for a worship service of ‘giving thanks’ and
praise to God. We will gather at 6:30 PM for a simple service of song and prayer, to hear God’s Word and taste God’s
goodness. Please note that the regular Wednesday NightLife schedule is suspended (no meal and no education hour),
however all are invited to bring an offering of non-perishable food to help support the local food pantry at The Storehouse
as well as a financial offering to support the global ministry of ELCA World Hunger. As we give thanks for such
abundance, we encourage you to take time to offer thanks and praise to God for the simple blessings of life, breath, faith,
and the ability to serve in Christ’s name. A World Hunger offering envelope is included in this newsletter and will also be
out in the Narthex during the month of November.
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THURSDAY CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDY GROUP...
The Christian Book Study group meets weekly on Thursday mornings. The group gathers in the Fireside Room from
9:30 to 11:30 AM. There are always coffee and treats provided by group members. We read aloud from the book we
have selected, so you do not have to read or prepare ahead of time! The reading is interrupted regularly with
questions, comments, laughter, challenging thoughts and reflections, faith and life stories. It is a fun, free-flowing
discussion. We are currently reading Missionary Conquest: The Gospel and Native American Cultural Genocide by
George Tinker. Hope to see you there!

Thursday Ladies Bible Study...
The ladies of CLF have formed a new weekly Bible Study Group which meets on Thursdays at 5:30 PM in the
Fireside Room. The group welcomes area women of any age or denomination who wish to explore and ponder the
Bible together. Our first study guide is “Women of the New Testament”—we have ordered booklets for participants.
If you would like to give this type of “lay-led” group study a try or just want more information - please call or e-mail Joy
Smolnisky at 605-929-1244 or smolniskyjoy@gmail.com.

Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast/Book Study...
meets the second Saturday of each month from 8 to 10 AM in the Fireside Room at CLF. Our next session will be
on November 10th. Breakfast will be served then we will watch and discuss a NOOMA DVD. Come to one, or come
to all...no book required! If you have any questions contact Allen Canete at 673-3753.

LET’S GET NOISY!
The “Noisy Offering” continues every month on the second Sunday of each month. For
the month of November, it is November 11th. The noisy offerings from September thru May
will go to Lutheran Disaster Relief. Your spare change does make a difference. Thanks so
much!

Rural Ministry Round-Up at CLF...
At the end of July, many of us from Lutheran congregations in the Southern Hills gathered to talk about ministry in
our congregations, brainstorming all the ways God is working in and through each of us. We wanted to follow up on
some of the ideas that came up and have another gathering to continue the conversation. You are invited to our
next meeting at CLF on Sunday, November 4th from 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM. We will also have a potluck, so bring
your favorite dish to share! We will be discussing how our congregations are visible in our communities, and how
we can connect our youth. We are looking forward to a lively discussion where we can learn from each other, and
hopefully develop stronger relationships with each other. Building relationships is so important, and we are looking
forward to building those relationships and making them stronger!

Worship & Visit at Custer Nursing Home...
Join us on Sunday, November 11th at Custer Nursing Home to visit our CLF members, and join with them in
worship led by Pastor Pam. We will be gathering at 2:30 PM to visit, then come together with the nursing home
community for worship at 3:30 PM. We had a wonderful time in September when we visited and worshipped
together! Come join us on the 11th!

Missing Birthdays & Anniversaries...
If you have noticed that your birthday or anniversary has been missing from our birthday and anniversary list,
please do not be offended! We are not omitting you on purpose! It is because we do not have the information
sheet we need that has birthdays, updated phone numbers, and email addresses. This is true even if you have
filled out information for your children through the SPARK Kids program. We will have your children’s birthdays,
but not the parents. Please stop by the office and fill out a form so we may update our lists to include your very
important dates! Thank you!

Social Ministry
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Need A Gift?
Once again this year the Social Ministry Team is sponsoring the Sharing the Dream Alternative Gift Market. It will
be held at CLF on Sunday, November 11th and Wednesday, November 14th.
Sharing the Dream is a volunteer based fair trade organization that works to reduce poverty in Guatemala by
providing a living wage to artisans. We will have available a wide variety of unique hand-crafted items including
beaded jewelry, hand woven scarves, and ceramics. Your purchases will go to provide support for families in
need. So join us and get a jump on your Christmas shopping!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THE GREAT CUSTER WOOD HAUL —

The Social Ministry Team has set the date for this year's event for Saturday, November 17th. Our CLF Wood Haul
is a part of the fabric of this place. It has been a fall event for years! We invite anyone who has wood to share to
bring pick-up loads out to the church and we will caravan out to Red Shirt Table to deliver it. We hope to make this
event a time of fellowship with the residents of Red Shirt Table. If you have not experienced this event, now is the
time! Please check the Sunday Bulletin and the CLF FaceBook page for the departure time. We are planning on
bringing a potluck meal along with the wood for those in attendance. Please consider joining the wood haul troupe
even if you’re unable to bring wood. Fun will be had by all!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ELCA Good Gifts...
The Social Ministry Team will also be sponsoring ELCA Good Gifts in December. The dates will be: December
2nd, 5th, 9th and 12th. There will be a table set up in the Narthex on those dates to help you select your gifts.
More information on this will be in the December newsletter.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bread for the World...
Thank you to everyone who wrote letters for Bread for the World Sunday! We mailed 24 letters! Thank you for
taking time to write letters to our representatives to support legislation that will help not only farmers, but with
conservation efforts, and people on food stamps. Your advocacy will bless a lot of people!

Help Wanted...
Custer Lutheran Fellowship is seeking an Office Manager to begin December 3rd. This position is paid hourly at
36 hours per week, including some evenings and weekends. Applicants should have strong computer skills,
specifically Microsoft Word, Publisher, PowerPoint, and Excel; relate well with others; possess good
communication and organizational skills; and be able to keep confidentiality. Please submit a resume to: Pastor
Pam Power, 12622 US Hwy 16A, Custer, SD, 57730, or email to pam_clf@gwtc.net. The resume should include
work experience and the names of two references.

Rap Group Meeting...

The RAP group will be meeting Sunday, November 4th at noon for a brief meeting, then enjoying pizza, movies,
and fellowship. Bring your friends! During our brief meeting we will be deciding on officers for the group, and what
service projects we want to do in November and December. Come, have fun and decide what needs we want to
meet in our community! Contact Pastor Pam for more information.
Hi Custer Lutheran Fellowship!
I just wanted to say thank you for the care package that you sent me! I know it was a while ago, life has been crazy
at college. I just got done with a difficult round of midterms. I’m enjoying my classes, especially Geology. I hope
everyone in the church community is doing well. Thank you all! ~ Mackenzie Laverick
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Gratitude is such a gift. And like many gifts, it often seems like it comes around only once in
a while. With Thanksgiving coming up this month, we often spend time thinking of the things
we are grateful for – at least on that one day. But how good are we at being grateful all the
time, every day?
I have to admit that there are days that I am not thinking about gratitude at all, or if I am, it’s all the things I’m not
grateful for – bills that need to be paid, maybe frustrations with family, or stress about work that needs to be done, or
illness, or things I read in the news. The list can be endless, can’t it?
So often, though, it seems like our gratitude is so dependent on things outside ourselves, or outside of our control.
We can’t control what negative things are reported on the news; we can’t control a bad report from the doctor; we
can’t control when an unexpected deadline comes at work. But what we can control is how we react to those things
around us.
Gratitude is a faith practice that takes work and, well, practice. When we intentionally look for things to be grateful
for every day, it becomes easier to see them. And it changes our whole attitude. When our focus turns to things we
are grateful for, it allows less time to focus on the things we are upset or angry about.
Even in the midst of difficult and painful times in our lives, we can usually find something to be grateful for. For
example, our community is still dealing with the shock and grief of the death of Dave Hanson recently. It seems hard
to find anything to be grateful for in the midst of our pain and grief. But I am so grateful that I had the opportunity to
know him, even if it was for a short time. I have been blessed by his presence – and his pranks and jokes – in the 10
months I have been here. I am grateful for that time. I am grateful that his wife Sharon has so many people to
surround her with their love, too, as she grieves. There is much to be grateful for.
I encourage each of us to begin the faith practice of gratitude, not just this month, but always. Begin with small
things if it seems too overwhelming. Even if the only thing you can be grateful for is getting out of bed in the morning
– or maybe being able to sleep in for a few minutes. Maybe it’s simply that the sun is shining today, or your car
starts today, or your favorite TV show is on. You can find something – I promise!
And then see what changes as the days and weeks go on. Does it become easier to find things to be grateful for?
Do you see more and more positive things in your life? Is it easier to put aside the negative things, or easier to deal
with them? Do you find yourself having a deeper connection with your faith and with God as you become more
grateful?
I think you will. Because gratitude is a faith practice. It’s part of who we are as God’s beloved children. And the
more we see and acknowledge those things we are grateful for, the closer our relationship with God becomes.
Because God is a God of gratefulness and love. When we are grateful and thank God for all of those things, we feel
God’s presence with us more deeply.
And gratitude is contagious! The more grateful we become, the more people around us will see and experience it
through us. You and I can be the catalyst of gratitude for everyone we encounter. That is one of the ways God works
through each of us.
Begin – or continue – the faith practice of gratitude, and see how your life and your faith change. And watch how it
changes the people around you, too. God is at work! And that work is done through you!
Blessings on your journey of gratitude!
Pastor Pam

Please notify Pastor Pam when:

ü There is a hospitalization in your family
ü There is a death in your family
ü You would like a pastoral visit
ü There is a birth or adoption
ü Someone becomes homebound
ü Someone becomes unemployed
ü There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy
Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership when you
arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran Fellowship, the body
of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Pastor Pam Power
701-955-5282 (cell)
pam_clf@gwtc.net
673-4691 (church)

The women of clf
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:
NEXT MEETING:

WHEN: Monday, November 26th, 11:30 AM at CLF
HOSTESSES: To Be Announced
PROGRAM: “Thank Offering Service”
We were fortunate to have Beth Massa as our speaker at our October meeting. Beth told us about the South Dakota
Community Foundation. She explained to us how it has helped communities in western South Dakota.
W/ELCA will provide items for the Back Pack Program for those students who need an extra boost in their diets during
the month of November. The back pack program is designed to help students who receive free or reduced lunches at
the elementary school. It provides the students with extra food for the weekend. Several organizations in Custer also
help support the program. We assembled items for the first round of backpacks on Monday, October 29th. We will
assemble items for the second round on Tuesday, November 13th at 9:30 AM in the Fireside Room. All helpers are
welcome!
In December, we will furnish cookies for Custer’s “Christmas for Kids”. There will be more information regarding this
endeavor in the December newsletter.
W/ELCA’s annual Craft & Goodie Sale will be held between services on Sunday, November 18th. We appreciate the
loyal support that the members of CLF give to this event. It is always fun to see the items that are baked, stitched or
made in some other way and then donated to the Craft & Goodie Sale. It seems that there is always at least one new
craft item introduced each year. All are welcome to attend. All are welcome to donate items, and of course, all are
welcome to purchase items! Money earned at this event is used by W/ELCA to support missions close to home and some
that are much farther away. Just a reminder that lefse will also be available at the Craft & Goodie Sale on the 18th.
Those interested in helping to make lefse should gather in the church kitchen about 1:00 PM on Saturday, November
17th. Those who choose to attend are invited to just bring themselves or to bring any lefse making tools they may have.
We also encourage participants to bring lefse dough to the gathering. No matter what a person does or does not bring, a
fun afternoon is in store for all!
Thanks to all who contributed clothing or other needed items to the LSS Re-Entry Program for ladies who have been
released from prison and are getting a boost to get back into society. All items were greatly appreciated. We were able
to get items to the ladies before the cold weather came. Thanks to our quilters, each of the ladies in the re-entry
program received a quilt!
Quilters will meet at 9:00 AM the first two Tuesdays in November and December. Help with quilts will be greatly
appreciated during this busy time of the year! We are fortunate to have this very special way to reach out to people!
Quilting needs—fabric, mattress pads, good flat sheets for backs.
Bingo at Custer Senior Care—The first Friday of each month 4-5 people gather to call and help residents enjoy an
hour of Bingo from 2—3 PM. We welcome new people to join us! Any questions, please call Arbutus Winter, 673-5283.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W/ELCA at CLF is an active group of women who get together once a month for a meal, fellowship and programs of
interest in the church and community. We invite all women to join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

October—November Mission Project: The Storehouse
]
]
]
]
]
]

Canned food – meats, vegetables, fruits, soups
Spaghetti, pasta & sauce
] Sugar, Flour
Cereals
] Cake Mixes/Tubs of Frosting
Instant Potatoes
] Peanut butter
Stuffing Mix
] Macaroni & Cheese
Soaps – laundry, dish, body
] Paper towels & toilet tissue
Your donations may be left on the cart in the Narthex.

From the Church Office
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Church E-Mail Addresses...
If you would to e-mail someone in the
church office, our e-mail addresses are:
Pam — pam_clf@gwtc.net
Donna — clf@gwtc.net
Sara — sara_clf@gwtc.net

Office hours…..
The church office is open Monday —
Thursday from 8:30 AM—3 PM. The office
hours for individuals are as follows:
Pam: in office Tuesday—Friday
Donna: in office Monday—Thursday
Sara: in office Tuesday Afternoon & Wednesday

Prayer Shawl Ministry...
If you have someone in your life who
needs some extra comfort and
prayers, please pick up a prayer
shawl from the office. Everyone is
welcome to do so at anytime—just
let someone in the office know when
you do so, as we keep a journal of all activity.

CLF website offers online giving options...
On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option
to support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING”
link. Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled
donations, you can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At
this time, CLF accepts bank account (ACH) transactions only, however you can set-up your
own login/password and make changes with your giving at any time.

Volunteers Needed...
We are in need of volunteers to help with the Nursery and Sound System on Sunday mornings. Both positions involve
one Sunday a month at either the early or late service. The Sound System includes running the PowerPoint and
recording the sermon besides managing the Sound Board. Don’t worry though...we will train you on the sound system!!
If you are interested in helping with these two areas or have questions, please contact the church office.

2018 Budget thru September, 2018
2018 Actual

2018 Budget

$ Over Budget

% of Budget

Income
Offering Contributions
Special Offerings
Special Offerings/Unbudgeted Missions
Additional Debt Retirement
Church Use Donations
Endowment Fund/Wed SPARK Kids
Total Income

$ 266,895.93
$
3,763.74
$
1,165.59
$
585.00
$
466.00
$
2,000.00
$ 271,876.26

$ 262,500.00
$
$
2,436.75

$
$
$

1,395.93

100.5%

(1,271.16)

747.8%

$
$
$ 264,936.75

$
$
$

6,939.51

102.6%

Expense
Pastoral Leadership
Worship
Education
Mission Support
Support/Care
Total Expense

$ 67,398.59
$
7,291.64
$
7,794.01
$ 33,439.14
$ 135,841.06
$ 251,764.44

$ 73,444.00
$
8,021.34
$
7,408.34
$ 32,715.75
$ 143,160.73
$ 264,750.16

$
$
$
$
$
$

(6,045.41)
(729.70)
385.67
723.39
(7,319.67)
(12,985.72)

91.8%
90.9%
105.2%
102.2%
94.9%
95.1%
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Wednesday NightLife...
is now in full swing! This program is a mid-week faith recharge for your family. Our weekly schedule goes like this:
SPARK Kids from 4:00 to 5:15 PM
Family Meal from 5:15 to 6:00 PM
Worship from 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Confirmation from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
Choir Practice at 6:30 or 7:30 PM
The first Wednesday of every month the Family Meal is a Pot-Luck. We will supply fried chicken and drinks
(lemonade, water and coffee). Please bring a favorite food item to share (side, salad or dessert). You may
prepare something at home to bring OR you are more than welcome to pick something up at the grocery store on
your way to church. Either way, we will eat it! The next three Wednesday NightLife meals follows this schedule:
2nd Wednesday — Meal prepared by Jackie Hartwick & Women of the ELCA
3rd Wednesday — Make-Your-Own Sandwich Bar
4th Wednesday — Pizza!! (This month will be a combination of weeks 3 & 4)
Worship this fall will rotate between different styles of worship. For November, the schedule is as follows...
November 7th — Prayer Around the Cross
November 14th — Communion
November 21st — Thanksgiving Eve Service @ 6:30 PM — NO WNL Activities
November 28th — Holden Evening Prayer
Hope to see you all on Wednesdays!

Hospitality Committee...
Are you still looking for a good way to use your spiritual gifts at Custer Lutheran Fellowship? There is a ministry
that extends the hospitality and caring spirit to anyone we know about at CLF in need. This group, which I would
maybe call a Hospitality Committee, would need a coordinator and some people who would be the responders for
someone in need. The opportunities could range from someone who just had surgery to someone who just had a
baby or to a military family or even to someone needing rides to physical therapy or to treatment. This is just a
small list of possibilities, and it may even be something you have done before.
Please consider your spiritual gifts and the activities that you enjoy — maybe this hospitality committee would be
just the place for you to serve!
If you are interested or want to know more, please contact the church office or Pastor Pam. Thank you for
considering this meaningful ministry at CLF.
During the weeks of September 10-21, Custer Lutheran Fellowship was proud and happy to host the
Dakota Smiles Mobile Dental Program at the Custer Elementary School. Organized by elementary
school nurse and CLF member, Jean Witt, the program was able to provide free dental care to
youth up to 21 years old. The financial sponsorship was made possible because of a generous gift
from DeMaris and Erv Nesheim. Next year, the mobile dental truck will be in Custer on September
16-20, 2019.
During the two week period, the Dakota Smiles Program saw a total of 48 patients. Six of these patients had never
seen a dentist before. Following are a few of the statistics:
AGE/SEX
33% female, 67% male
2% ages 0-2
17% ages 3-5
31% ages 6-8
27% ages 9-12
21% ages 13-17
2% ages 18-21

PROCEDURES
Diagnostic—105 — $4,713
Preventative—255 — $11,548
Restorative—127 — $19,431
Total Production Value: $35,692
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SPARK Kids…
Our Fifth Year of SPARK Kids has started with a bang! We already have 39 children registered! Wow! Every
Wednesday afternoon children in Kindergarten through Grade 5 will be picked up at school and transported to
church. Our time together goes fast! We have a wide variety of learning activities including snacks, Bible stories,
games, arts and crafts and more. This fall will explore Bible stories using a new curriculum based on The SPARK
Kids multi-age classroom. The program concludes each Wednesday at 5:15 PM. The children and their families are
invited to join us for a meal followed by worship. We are done by 6:30 PM.
There is NO cost for this program. Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors. All are welcome. All children need
to be registered by their parents in order to participate. Those materials are available through the church office. It is
never to late to register! The themes and Bible stories for the month of November are as follows:
² November 7 — “The Battle of Jericho” — Joshua 6:1-20
² November 14 — “Naomi and Ruth” — Ruth 1:1-22
² November 21 — “No WNL Activities—Thanksgiving Eve Service
@ 6:30 PM
² November 28 — “A Child Called Immanuel” — Isaiah 7:10-17
With this many children registered, we need more adult assistants and
drivers. If you can help or need more info, please contact the church office.
This was one of the means of transportation last month...thanks Joel!!

Spotlight on Confirmation...
Confirmation for our Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade Youth is now underway. We have 27 youth registered, which is
wonderful!
The schedule for November is as follows...
² November 7 — Class
² November 14 — Scavenger Hunt!!
² November 21 — NO CLASS or WNL Activities — Thanksgiving Eve Service @ 6:30 PM
² November 28 — Class

First Communion...
Congratulations to Jacie Behlings, Kenley Parker, Lyncoln Robb and Bryce Swanson on receiving their First
Communion! They attended class with Pastor Pam and are now able to join the table and receive Holy
Communion. What a blessing these four youth are in this community! Keep them in your prayers as they take this
next step in their faith journey.

It’s Time…
As we make plans for the fall we need more folks to volunteer and help make ministry for children, youth and their
families happen at CLF. Please consider how you can give of your time — it doesn’t have to be every week — just
volunteer when and where you can…
² SPARK Kids drivers and adult assistants (39 youth enrolled)
² Wednesday NightLife – folks to set-up at 4:00 PM, person(s) to cook meals
² Confirmation teachers (27 youth enrolled)
If you have an idea, of how you would like to share your gifts with our children and youth – let us know. Contact
Donna McConnell or Pastor Pam!

CLF Children’s Christmas Program...

Plans for the CLF Children's Christmas Program are underway! Rehearsals are: Sundays on November 4th, 11th
and 18th between services; Friday, November 30th from 9:00-11:00 and Sunday, December 2nd between services.
The program is Sunday December 2nd at about 12:30 PM following a potluck lunch after second service. Please
contact Linda Fennell (lindafennell@hotmail.com or call 673-2913) if you have any questions! Thanks again!
~ Linda & Gene Fennell
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Parish Nurse News...
Please notice the flyer about the flu at the bottom of this page. It’s more than a “gentle reminder” to get you & your
family vaccinated for the flu. They are calling for an early flu season. On that note, we encourage all young
parents to have your young children receive all of the recommended vaccines. There was “misinformed”
information out there in recent years, regarding the childhood vaccines, that they may be causing other
problems. This has proved unfounded. But what we do know if that we are seeing an alarming rise in illnesses such
as measles, mumps and so on, which we had gotten to the point of eradicating. These diseases can be fatal. This is
one good thing you can do for your child. Follow your Doctors advice on the schedule for the vaccines.
God Bless the Babies...
Mary Klein RN Parish Nurse

Mental Health News...
As usual, I am fired up about people receiving treatment for mental health. Last month I found an article in the
Chronicle regarding a group of people getting together to try to form peer support along with information. I attended
this group, and I was pleasantly surprised at the good attendance. I found the meeting very informative. There is
an alarming number of suicides and untreated mental health, right here in our area. This week I am attending
their second meeting. I hope that many do return. Our Health Ministry Team had discussion at our September
meeting and again in October to focus on a “Community Action Project”. I encouraged their participation in trying
to get more Mental Health Resources out into our community. If anyone wants to join us, please let us know.
Healthy Mind, Healthy Body...
Mary Klein RN, Parish Nurse

READY, SET, GO GET IT!!!!
It’s that time of year to get your flu vaccine! Remember last year, no one seemed safe from
the deadly effects of the flu. This year make sure everyone in your family get the vaccine!

WHY????
When the flu shot is developed, one of the factors include recent flu outbreaks. They will
include that as a deterrent to the flu bug. It’s not a perfect science, but it has been to show
to lessen the severity of the flu, should you be exposed. If you do not get the vaccine and
are exposed to the flu, you don’t even have to show the symptoms, and you may be
contagious to others. We always hear about the very young and old, but as we saw last
year, no one is safe.

So go get the flu vaccine. It may save a life…even your own!
CLF Health Ministry Team

Annual Turkey Supper...
Atonement Lutheran Church, 602 Auburn Drive, will hold their 34th Annual Turkey Supper on November 3rd.
Serving will be 4 PM to 7 PM. The cost is $9.00 for adults, $5.00 for children 6-12 years. Children 5 and under are
free. Special music will be provided during the meal.
A Bazaar & Bake Sale will be held prior to the Supper, 9 AM to 3 PM. Antique Boutique will be having homemade
quilts, knickknacks, antiques and other great gifts and hand crafted items. A Silent Theme Basket Auction will be
held from 9 AM to 7 PM.
Real in-house made Lefse will also be sold at the Bazaar in Packs of 5 for $7.
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Council Minutes – October 16, 2018
Treasurer’s Report—The treasurer’s report was explained by Joy. She informed the Council that it appears the actual
income is at 105% even with attendance down 10%. Year to date we are at 92%. The Treasurer’s report was approved.

Unfinished Business:
² Thrivent Choice – $41 was received by CLF through the Thrivent Choice $. Total received year to date is $1,146.
² Transformational Ministry Update – Pastor Pam informed the Council that they had a very good first meeting. It

²

²
²
²

was discussed what this ministry is all about and goals. They will meet again in November and the team members
are: Laura Burden, Terri Herman, Lori Goth, Mark Thompson and Clarinne Koeppe. Tim Wicks may also join the
team if time permits. There will be a meeting in February that all members may attend as well.
Finance Committee Update – Joy hopes to have a preliminary income and expenditure report for the year at the
next meeting. The Committee met and went over the Benefits/Compensation Guidelines for Lay Staff and the Job
Description for the Office Manager. There also will be a discussion regarding the Treasurer Position and how many
hours this position will take. Joy would like to donate her time for the year 2019 in this position. She would not take a
salary, but this would help the Council determine what it would take if this position would ever need to be a paid
employee and hours and pay could then be put in the budget.
Office Administrator’s Job Update – Pastor Pam said that ads have been placed and she has received some
phone calls expressing interest. She has not received any applications as of yet. There was also some discussion
on the interview process and who should be involved besides Pastor Pam and Rex.
Bread for the World Sunday – This will be Sunday, October 21st.
Fall Stewardship Campaign Update – Commitment Sunday will be October 28th and there will be a brunch
afterwards put on by the Post Prom Committee as a fundraiser for them.

New Business:
² Membership Changes – no changes noted.
² Auditing Committee – It was discussed that an Audit Committee needs to be appointed and approved. Several
people were suggested. Pastor Pam will check with Donna to see who was on it last year and Council members
were asked to suggest possible members. Discussion was also held about the following: have the committee
members appointed and approved at the annual meeting and change the name from Auditing Committee to
Financial Review Committee.
² 2019 Health Insurance Options – After a discussion by the Council and Joy explaining the changes with Portico, it
was moved by Duane and seconded by Christie that the Gold+ Plan be offered to Pastor Pam and any full-time
employees. Motion carried.
² Nominating Committee – Committee members are Gary Chappell and Rick Hudson. Duane Martinz will be rotating
off the Council; Paul Larson and Brad McKinney will not be going for a 2nd term and Rex will also be going off the
Council. All four will be finished at the 2019 Annual Meeting. These four plus the other 2 committee members need
to come up with possible candidates to be voted on at the 2019 Annual Meeting.

Committee & Ministry Team Reports:
² Evangelism – Rosemary reported that the Committee had lots of new ideas. They were discussing changes and
updating the brochure on the church. They will need to have some money put in the budget for printing the revised
brochure for next year. They also discussed the possibility of putting up signs showing the way to CLF, or distance,
etc. Paul will check with city, council and state people on the possibility of doing this. Rex suggested that he contact
the State Prison as they have completed projects for the YMCA for the possibility of making these signs when/if the
time comes.
² Health Ministry – Rex reported that he met with the committee on different things that they could do. They
wondered if the things they have been doing are effective, as in the information on the table regarding diabetes.
They are thinking of possibly doing a table on good nutrition during the holidays, the effectiveness of flu shots, etc.
² Property – Paul reported that the landscaping projects have started and the grass was planted just before the
snow, so that was a blessing. They hope to have the flashing completed soon so that the rock work can also be
completed. As far as the sprinkler system, Paul spoke to the folks at Western States Fire and it was agreed that our
sprinkler system is just fine; there was one valve that needed a little work and this has been completed. As soon as
a paint color is decided, Augie will paint the storage shed and replace a couple of boards. Rex asked if anyone has
some quartz – Rosemary does and she will bring a couple of buckets that will be mixed in with the rocks below the
crosses for a little “light” in the rocks.
² Social Ministry – Brad reported they have a couple projects in the works. Sharing the Dream Crafts will be
available for sale at church on November 11th and 14th which are craft items from Guatemala. ELCA Good Gifts will
be offered at church on December 2nd, 5th, 9th and 12th. The Wood Haul to Pine Ridge was discussed, but no dates
have been set yet. For mission support, they are suggesting changing one support from Lutherans Outdoors to
Outlaw Ranch.
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Daily Devotions

ELW Devotions from the Daily Lectionary
All Saints Sunday
Thursday, November 1: Psalm 119:1-8; Exodus 22:1-15; Hebrews 9:1-12
Friday, November 2: Psalm 119:1-8; Leviticus 19:32-27; Romans 3:21-31
Saturday, November 3: Psalm 119:1-8; Numbers 9:9-14; Luke 10:25-37
Sunday, November 4: Psalm 24; Isaiah 25:6-9; Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44
Monday, November 5: Psalm 51; Deuteronomy 6:10-25; Romans 12:17-21; 13:8-10
Tuesday, November 6: Psalm 51; Deuteronomy 28:58—29:1; Acts 7:17-29
Wednesday, November 7: Psalm 51; Micah 6:1-8; John 13:31-35
25 Pentecost
Thursday, November 8: Psalm 146; Numbers 36:1-13; romans 5:6-11
Friday, November 9: Psalm 146; Deuteronomy 15:1-11; Hebrews 9:15-24
Saturday, November 10: Psalm 146; Deuteronomy 24:17-22; Mark 11:12-14, 20-24
Sunday, November 11: Psalm 146; Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 12:38-44
Monday, November 12: Psalm 94; Ruth 1:1-22; 1 Timothy 5:1-8
Tuesday, November 13: Psalm 94; Ruth 3:14—4:6; 1 Timothy 5:9-16
Wednesday, November 14: Psalm 94; Ruth 4:7-22; Luke 4:16-30
26 Pentecost
Thursday, November 15: Psalm 16; Daniel 4:4-18; 1 Timothy 6:11-21
Friday, November 16: Psalm 16; Daniel 4:19-27; Colossians 2:6-15
Saturday, November 17: Psalm 16; Daniel 4:28-37; Mark 12:1-12
Sunday, November 18: Psalm 16; Daniel 12:1-3; Hebrews 10:11-18; Mark 13:1-8
Monday, November 19: Psalm 13; Daniel 8:1-14; Hebrews 10:26-31
Tuesday, November 20: Psalm 13; Daniel 8:15-27; Hebrews 10:32-39
Wednesday, November 21: Psalm 13; Zechariah 12:1—13:1; Mark 13:9-23
Christ the King Sunday
Thursday, November 22: Psalm 93; Ezekiel 28:1-10; Acts 7:54—8:1a
Friday, November 23: Psalm 93; Ezekiel 28:20-26; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
Saturday, November 24: Psalm 93; Daniel 7:1-8, 15-18; John 3:31-36
Sunday, November 25: Psalm 93; Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37
Monday, November 26: Psalm 76; Daniel 7:19-27; Revelation 11:1-14
Tuesday, November 27: Psalm 76; Ezekiel 29:1-12; Revelation 11:15-19
Wednesday, November 28: Psalm 76 Ezekiel 30:20-26; John 16:25-33
1 Advent
Thursday, November 29: Psalm 25:1-10; Nehemiah 9:6-15; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Friday, November 30: Psalm 25:1-10; Nehemiah 9:16-25; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
Saturday, December 1: Psalm 25:1-10; Nehemiah 9:26-31; Luke 21:20-24
Sunday, December 2: Psalm 25:1-10; Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36
Monday, December 3: Psalm 90; Numbers 17:1-11; 2 Peter 3:1-18
Tuesday, December 4: Psalm 90; 2 Samuel 7:18-29; Revelation 22:12-16
Wednesday, December 5: Psalm 90; Isaiah 1:24-31; Luke 11:29-32

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB
“Captain Snow” says...
Volunteers are needed for the CLF/CSC-that's the "Clean Sidewalk
Club." There is a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center in the Narthex
for week days or week-ends. There are two spaces for each grouping.
Thanks!!
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.
We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God’s Spirit blows through people – like wind through the
pine – life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:
A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ’s very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;
A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;
An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;
A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;
A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;
A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;
A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life
Our Bedrock Beliefs are…
We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments
The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others
Through prayer we evoke God’s
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”
In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.
We have faith only through God’s
grace.
Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Pamela Power
Office Administrator:
Donna McConnell
Office Assistant: Sara Janson
Parish Nurse: Mary Klein
Custodian: Augie Heyne
Music: Margaret Tretheway
Choir Director: Marlene Sellevold
Financial Secretary: Ann Snow
Treasurer: Joy Smolnisky
Ministers: All Members of CLF!

