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VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED FOR
OUR VISITATION
TEAM

If you love visiting with
people and blessing them
with your presence, we
need you! To find out more
reach out to
Pastor Shannon.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER
PLEASE JOIN US for a Pancake Breakfast, Sunday, February 15th
immediately following the service. The Social Ministry Team will be hosting this
annual fundraiser and will be cooking up not only pancakes but our "world
famous" biscuits and sausage gravy, along with mixed fruit and juice. This
year's freewill offering will help
support the Reconciliation Center
and Iglutheca. Iglutheca is a
partner with the Reconciliation
Center that focuses on providing
shelter for homeless individuals as
well as providing clothing for those
in need.
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Friends from CLF who have December anniversaries gathered at Crazy Horse
Laughing Water restaurant to celebrate 359 years of marriage! Sharing stories
and laughter were on the agenda. We are grateful for love, friends, life, marriage,
and especially God.

Attending were: Jan and Dave Thom; Judy and Steve Baldwin; Ann and Harold
Snow; Becky and Craig Black; Sharon and Joel Ziebarth; Glen Sellevold (missing
Marlene); Lori and Jim Welch; Bonnie and Mark Thompson. If anyone is
interested in organizing an anniversary get-together, and have questions, please
call Jan Thom, Judy Baldwin, or Bonnie Thompson.
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MID-WEEK LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES

February 18th is Ash Wednesday and will be the first night of our Lenten Journey that takes us to the Cross
of Jesus. Each Wednesday evening we will gather for a meal of soup, bread, sandwiches and dessert from
5:15-5:50. Worship will begin at 6:00 and around 6:30 our middle and high school students will gather in their
youth groups to discuss the service. One addition this year is that there will also be an opportunity for adults
to gather during the same time as the youth to also discuss the service. Here are ways you can make this a
meaningful Lent:

e Come in at 10:00 to cook soup and bread together for the evening meal.

Help get the kitchen and fellowship hall cleaned up quickly so everyone can come to the worship service
Provide special music

Be a reader for the service

Lead a small group discussion after the service

Worship together on both Wednesdays and Sundays

Let Pastor Shannon know how you would like to be involved, and if you have any ideas or questions, please
let her know!

A LENTEN FAST

Surely you have noticed that we have had a few issues in the last year with our technology during worship.
This is NOT because of human error alone...but because our equipment is at the stage where we need to
begin replacing some things. As we explore our options together, we will be “fasting” from using the screens
during worship on Sundays until Easter. This means we will be receiving bulletins that have another page or
two and dusting off our hymnals and using them as we read liturgy and sing together. We are looking for a
team of people willing to work with Pastor Shannon and Jenn Doyle to update the technology that we use
during worship. Please call the church office or let one of them know if you are interested in being part of the

team that makes the decisions moving forward.

LENT SOUP AND SANDWICH MEALS

We have one change for the meal sign ups. CLF will be purchasing the supplies for the soups; we just ask for
volunteers to come in at 10:00 AM on Wednesday to put the soup together and get it cooking.

Sign up at the Welcome Center to either make a soup at church or volunteer to bring sandwiches or a dessert
for the Wednesday night meal. Thank you for your help with this long-standing tradition!

SPRINKLES FOR SPRINKLERS UPDATE

We are thrilled to announce that thanks to your incredible support, Growing Roots "Sprinkles for Sprinklers"
campaign raised a total of $7,535!

We are happy to donate the entire amount toward upgrading CLF's sprinkler system, a vital project that
ensures the safety and upkeep of the facilities we both call home. We are deeply grateful for the generosity of
the CLF members who attended the event and donated so thoughtfully.

Growing Roots is blessed to have such a wonderful partnership with this congregation. Thank you for provid-
ing a beautiful space for our program to flourish and for standing alongside us in this effort.
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Why is it important that we have children in worship? Is it important that we have children in worship? This is
a question that the majority of you reading this will have strong feelings and opinions about, as do I. If you
are a parent of a child between the ages of 0-18, this is not a criticism of you, it is a question that | would love
to hear your perspective and then engage in conversations with you.

At Custer Lutheran Fellowship on any given Wednesday we have close to 50 children in attendance. Howev-
er, they come for the meal, and maybe 10 youth stay for the Wednesday night worship service. Since we
stopped having Worship on Wednesday evenings for the six weeks before we begin our mid-week Lenten
Services, and have gone go the Family Learning/Intergenerational activities, we have had an average of 60
people of all ages participating. Of the 60 people staying to participate, over half of them are students. Read
that again...that is over 30 children are staying for a meal and to participate in a learning activity with adults
from their families and with adults who are not connected to them in any other way than the fact they are also
members of CLF. This is fantastic! And yes, this is a form of worship that all the participants are engaging in
together.

To those of you who bring your children regularly to worship on Sundays, I'd love to know your “why” and to
those of you who don't, I'd love to know your “why not.” Most Sundays we have around 3-5 children in wor-
ship and to the parents of those children, | see you. | know what it’s like to wrangle children out the door and |
know that you would love to have a nice day without having to rush out the door one more time during the
week. To those of you who for whatever reason don’t come, I'd love to know how we can help make the tran-
sition smoother and worth it.

One thing we are doing to understand and answer these questions is as a congregation we have been ac-
cepted into a cohort of other congregations in the South Dakota Synod called the Holy Playground. Within this
cohort are other pastors, coaches, parents, youth leaders, and lay leaders who are invited to get into a meta-
phorical sandbox together and plan and learn and experiment with creative ways to make worship more ac-
cessible for families with children living at home.

I’'m looking for at least two volunteers to join me in this cohort. In the next few months we will engage in zoom
meetings, small groups, a retreat in April, and many discussions. During this year, we will also have the op-
portunity to apply for grant money to help us implement new ideas. Please let me know if you would like to be
on this team and we will jump into the sandbox together!

Excited to see what a Holy Playground looks like for Custer Lutheran Fellowship!

Your sister in Christ, Pastor Shannon

PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE WHEN:

= There is a hospitalization in your family = There is a death in your family
= You would like a pastoral visit = There is a birth or adoption
= Someone becomes homebound = Someone becomes unemployed

= There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy

Hospitals don’t notify the pastor that a member is in the hospital, even if they ask your church membership
when you arrive. So please let the pastor know if you or a family member is in the hospital. Custer Lutheran
Fellowship, the body of Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
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Mission of the Month

As you know, we do a Mission of the Month with our noisy offering, this year we are going to be supporting
the philosophy of “kids helping kids’ and have decided that the noisy offering will go to help Pine Ridge kids
projects. Thank you for all of your support that you have continually given to our Mission of the Months!




PAGE 4 WEDNESDAY NIGHTLIFE & YOUTH CROSSROADS

SPARK KIDS
Join us for SPARK Kids! During the school year on Wednesdays, children from Kindergarten through Grade 5 are
picked up at the Elementary building after school is dismissed and brought to the church. We sing songs, have a
shack, and do a game or craft that ties into the Bible story. We currently have 21 kids signed up for Spark. CLF is
committed to the spiritual education of the kids from our church and community and we would love you to come
support Wed dinners, worships and our youth! Please come on Wed to sit with a family or help with the meal. We
want to keep the SPARK alive! Contact Wendi for more info! #509-494-3236

We celebrated 3 Kings Day by finding "baby Jesus" in a cake and candy left by the Wisemen in our shoes. How
did you celebrate Epiphany? _

RAP HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
All 9th-12th graders are invited to join us for Youth Group! The
Youth have been having fun with the Learning Hour classes.
We have the last classes on the 4th and 11th. There will be an
extended Ash Wed service on the 18th and we will start back up
our weekly Wednesday night gatherings at 6:30pm starting on
the 25th. All are welcome! Contact Wendi #509-494-3236 for
ways to be involved!
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTLIFE SCHEDULE
We will continue Family Learning classes at the church Feb 4th and 11th! There will be the regular meal 5:15-6:00,
but instead of Worship and MS/HS Youth Grp, you can choose a class to attend. Each Wed 6-7pm we will have
four options to pick from. It has been so fun to see those who are young and "young at heart" making memories

together! Each week we have had nearly 70 people building community at our church! Come join the fun! Contact
Wendi #509-494-3236 for more info!

Feb 4th: @

Cooking- Jean Pulscher J ~— \
Flower Arrangement- Jenny Behlings e ‘
Gentle Yoga- Jackie Hartwick Y/ /

Painting- Shannon Witt » ¢
Feb 11th: ‘
Cooking- Jean Pulscher O (Q

Calligraphy- EJ Reid
Gentle Yoga- Jackie Hartwick
Music- Jenn Doyle

COMMUNITY
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CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESSES MARCH NEWSLETTER
o f you would to e-mail someone in the church DEADLINE
& office, our e-mail addresses are: Please have articles for the March Newsletter
& Pastor Shannon: pastor_clf@gwtc.net to the office by February 17™". Thank you!
eomas Main address — clf@gwtc.net

OFFICE HOURS PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

The church office is open: Monday, Tuesday » If you have someone in your life who
& Thursday from 8:00 AM—4:30 PM. needs some extra comfort and

Wednesday’s open from 10 AM—6:30 PM. prayers, please pick up a prayer shawl
from the office. Everyone is welcome

to do so at any time—just let someone

s
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Y in the office know when you do, as we
- keep a journal of all activity.
- "

CLF WEBSITE OFFERS ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS

On Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s website, www.custerlutheran.com you will find the option to
support Custer Lutheran Fellowship’s mission and ministry through the “ONLINE GIVING” link.
Whether you’d like to make a one-time donation or set-up regularly scheduled donations, you
can do this easily through a secure server by following the instructions. At this time, CLF
accepts bank account (ACH) transactions and credit and debit cards. You can set up your own
login/password and make changes with your giving at any time. T ——

“CHRIST IN OUR HOME"” DEVOTIONALS

The “Christ in Our Home” daily devotional booklet is issued quarterly by Augsburg Fortress. The
January to March issue is here. We give thanks to W/ELCA for providing this devotional for your per-
sonal use. If you would like an issue, you can stop by the office to pick one up, or contact the church
office to have a copy.

CUSTER MEET & EAT

¥ The Custer Meet & Eat will be held on February 10" from 5-7 PM at the Custer
Community Church located at 547 Harney ST in Custer. This meal is open to the public and a
= free-will donation is taken. Come and meet new people and have a great time!

ONE
-\ ANOTHER

CLEAN SIDEWALK CLUB

"Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow"
We need volunteer sidewalk shovelers for the Church. There is a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center in the
Narthex and you can sign up for whatever days work for you. (If you can't make a week long commitment, that's
fine. Sign up for two or three days.)

If you need to be shown how to operate the snow blower, contact Brad McKinney at
308-641-1741 or any number of "experienced" snow shovelers. Thanks!
“ A clean sidewalk reflects a clean heart.” ~ Expectations 1:1
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Greetings!

Lent will soon be upon us. | look forward to a time of prayer, fasting, repentance, and self-examination that
will help us prepare for our Easter celebration and Christ’s resurrection. There will be Wednesday night church
services during Lent that will be held in the sanctuary. These will begin on February 18, which is Ash Wednes-
day.

Our choir will meet on the following Wednesdays in February. Please note that we will be meeting at 4:30 PM,
and we will also have a break on one Wednesday between practices. We will be singing a song entitled “We
Worship You.” All are welcome.

February Choir Schedule:
Rehearsal ~ Wednesday, February 4 @ 4:30 PM
Rehearsal ~ Wednesday, February 18 @ 4:30 PM (Ash Wednesday)
Special Music ~ Sunday, February 22

Blessings in Christ,

Jenn Doyle
jenniferkaydoyle@gmail.com or (605) 864-1322

v 9 9 9 9 9 9
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LENTEN SEASON OFFERING - HELP Us BUILD A MOUNTAIN

“ON THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD IT WILL BE PROVIDED.” GENESIS 22:14
Your Social Ministry Team is once again planning an exciting way for us to participate in a Lenten Season
Offering. As in recent years, we will be building a mountain at the altar with our offerings. Various items needed
by non-profits conducting God’s work in our community will be collected during Sunday and Wednesday services
for five weeks beginning February 22nd. We will focus on the following organizations: W.E.A.V.E., The Store-
house, Pine Ridge Diaper Drive, Lutheran Social Services, and Custer Humane Society. Listed below you'll find
items needed by each of these non-profit organizations:

Shopping List
W.E.A.V.E. (Women Escaping a Violent Environment)
A very special organization in our community that has been helping women and children in need for over 20
years.
s Angel Soft toilet paper, paper towels, shampoo & conditioner, small bottles of dish soap, body wash, body
lotion

The Storehouse

Their mission is to serve people in Custer County by receiving and distributing, with respect and compassion,
donated food and household items.

«+ Canned chicken, canned peaches, canned pears, spaghetti sauce, cereal of all kinds

Pine Ridge Diaper Drive/Sock Collection

Diapers are as essential to a child’s basic needs as food and shelter—yet state and federal programs do not offer
funding assistance for those in need.

% Disposable diapers, especially sizes 5 and 6 (some 1s, 2s & 4s as well). Also, adult socks are always needed

Custer Humane Society

This is a no-kill animal shelter serving Custer County. Sole support comes from private donations and fundraisers.
Many of the animals are older or have health issues and will live out their lives at the shelter.

< Dry dog food, Purina, or other name brand, dry cat food, Purina or other name brand, blankets, monetary
donations to assist with vet bills, etc. are needed as well.

Lutheran Social Services

LSS provides a wide range of services to support and empower families, youth, older adults and refugees. Every-
one who enters their doors receives support unique to their circumstances.

% Needs are now being prioritized.

Watch for more updates in Sunday bulletins

BUNTROCK SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY FOR ELCA STUDENTS AT
AUGUSTANA UNIVERSITY

o This scholarship covers half of the net price of attendance at Augustana, up to $13,000 per year.

e The scholarship is renewable for three additional years.

Learn more and apply at
augie.edu/BuntrockScholarship

B38| APPLY FOR THE
% BUNTROCK
WX SCHOLARSHIP V

o Students must be active and engaged in an ELCA congregation in the Midwest.
% AT AU -UPTO

iy $13,000!
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W/ELCA HAPPENINGS:

Next meeting: Monday, February 16, 2026 @ 11:30 in the Fireside Room. The meeting will begin with a pot-
luck luncheon.

Program: Donna Talley will give us an update concerning what is happening at WEAVE.

At our January meeting, we were fortunate to have Deb Hannigan and Mary Burms as our speakers. Deb
and Mary gave us information concerning Operation Black Hills Cabin. It was a presentation that brought
smiles and tears. They told about the purpose of the cabin which is to provide a week’s respite for folks in the
military who have been injured physically and/or mentally during their time of service to our country. Deb and
Mary gave credit to past and current members of the board of directors of the cabin and also the Custer com-
munity at large for making the time at the cabin so very special to the military personnel and their loved ones.
There have been many letters of appreciation from the spouses of the injured folks in the Custer Chronicle
during the summer.

During the business portion of our meeting, we voted to give $100 to the cabin to be used to fill some of the
welcome bags that are given to participants when they check into the cabin. It is an honor for us to have this
unique offering in the hills. Deb and Mary asked that we help spread the word concerning the availability of
the cabin to folks that we know that might benefit from a week’s stay at the cabin.

In other business, the ladies signed up to help with the soup suppers that begin on Ash Wednesday which is
February 18. We were also reminded that W/ELCA will serve at the Meet and Eat on Tuesday, April 14. The
date for this year’s Auction of Talents has been set. It will be Sunday, April 26. There will be more
information concerning both of these April events in the March and April newsletters.

W/ ELCA JANUARY MISSION PROJECT

During the months of January through March, W/ELCA will be accepting items to be used by the quilters to
produce the beautiful quilts that they send to folks in need locally as well as nationally and internationally.
This outreach has touched folks for many years and only continues to grow!

The needs for this group are as follows:

—Thread

—Cotton fabric suitable for making quilts —Cotton blankets , and/or mattress pads for inside quilts.

As always, thank you for your support of this worthwhile project.
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CLF QUILTING NEWS

We have been busy quilting. Wanda and Bonnie went shopping, thanks to donated Thrivent cards. A few of
us have brought our sewing machines and have been using up some of our scraps, they make nice quilts.
We welcome anyone to come quilt with us, you don't need to know how to sew. As always thanks for the
donations.

— -
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Council Minutes — January 13, 2026

Members Present: Karen Barness, Craig Black, Kathy Bradeen, Helena Buehler, Donna McConnell, Dave
Mertz, Sara Mooney, Dave Ruen and Pastor Shannon Witt.

Not Present:

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order by President Helena Buehler.

Gathering of Personal Concerns and Joys
Members shared concerns and joys.

Reading of CLF Mission Statement and Council Covenant
Members read the mission statement and council covenant.

Devotions and Prayers
Craig Black led the devotion and prayer.

Agenda Additions/Approval
There was one addition to the agenda. There was consensus and the agenda was approved as amended.

Secretary’s Report: The correspondence was reviewed. Dave R moved, Craig seconded and the minutes for
the December meeting were approved. Worship attendance records were reviewed.

Treasurer’s and Finance Committee’s Report: The offerings thru December were 107% ($24,819.38) of budg-
et and expenses were 91.8% (-$28,225.69) of budget.

Dave M moved, Craig seconded to approve the 2025 financial report and the proposed 2026 budget. Motion car-
ried.

Craig moved, Dave M seconded to allocate the remaining General Fund Cash as follows:
Operating Reserves - $10,000; Capital Improvement-FFE - $6,746.15; Capital Improvement-Reserve - $15,000.
Motion carried.

Special Agenda Items:
Potential Intern — There is a possibility to host Julianna Jimeniz as an intern. We can fill out an application
while we determine the feasibility, but are under no obligation to do so. Craig moved, Dave M seconded to
fill out the application. Motion carried.

Unfinished Business:

Thrivent Choice — December $150.00, YTD - $1,592.00

Lynn’s Dakotamart Receipts — December $ 0.00, YTD - $1,400.00
(These will now be included in the Treasurer’'s Report instead of Unfinished Business)

Policy & Procedures Update — Last of the Policy & Procedures were handed out. Any corrections, etc. need
to be to the office by January 19™...vote by email will take place on January 21°.

Growing Roots Fundraiser Update — The fundraiser total was $7,535 which will go towards the sprinkler

update.

January/February WNL Update — The first night was great. Over 60 people attended the meal and

participated in the classes.

Nomination Committee Update — Have 3 open positions and have 3 candidates.

Coffee Pot — Jean & Dave R still working on specifics.

Book Study — Started today and will run for another 7 weeks.

New Business:
Membership changes: None — there will be a new member class after worship on Sunday.
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Sunday, February 1, 2026, John 4:1-42 Sunday, February 15, 2026, John 9:1-41
The Woman at the Well The Man Born Blind (Transfiguration)
Monday, February 2, 2026, Psalm 42:1-3 Monday, February 16, 2026, Psalm 27:1-4
Longing for God and His Help in Distress Triumphant Song of Confidence

Tuesday, February 3, 2026, John 4:43-45 Tuesday, February 17, 2026, Matthew 11:25-27
Jesus Returns to Galilee God Reveals Hidden Things

Wednesday, February 4, 2026, Jeremiah 2:8-18 Wednesday, February 18, 2026, John 10:1-18
Hope in the Lord The Good Shepherd

Thursday, February 5, 2026, Jeremiah 17:8-18 Thursday, February 19, 2026, John 10:19-42
Hope for Israel Jesus Is Rejected by the Jews

Friday, February 6, 2026, Song of Sol 4:10—5:4 Friday, February 20, 2026, Isaiah 2:5-10
Sweet Love House of Jacob Walks in the Light

Saturday, February 7, 2026, Zechariah 14:3-13 Saturday, February 21, 2026, Isaiah 9:2-7
Day of Deliverance A Great Light

Sunday, February 8, 2026, John 4:46-54 [5:1-18] Sunday, February 22, 2026, John 11:1-44
Healing Stories Jesus Raises Lazarus

Monday, February 9, 2026, John 5:1-18 Monday, February 23, 2026, John 11:45-57
Healing Stories The Plot to Kill Jesus

Tuesday, February 10, 2026, John 5:19-29 Tuesday, February 24, 2026, John 12:1-8
The Authority of the Son Mary Anoints Jesus

Wednesday, February 11, 2026, John 5:30-47 Wednesday, February 25, 2026, John 12:9-11
Witnesses to Jesus The Plot to Kill Lazarus

Thursday, February 12, 2026, John 6:1-15 Thursday, February 26, 2026, John 12:12-19
Feeding the Five Thousand Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

Friday, February 13, 2026, John 6:16-21 Friday, February 27, 2026, John 12:20-26
Jesus Walks on Water Some Greeks Wish to See Jesus

Saturday, February 14, 2026, John 6:22-34 Saturday, February 28, 2026, John 12:27-35
Bread from Heaven Jesus Speaks about His Death

Pastor’s Report:
Review Worship & Activities — Will periodically do a time audit on her activities. Would like to have yearly
reviews done. At this time, the council executive committee will do the annual staff reviews.

Committee & Ministry Team Reports:

Caring Hands, Helena Buehler — Held their quarterly meeting — looking for additional volunteers.

Christian Education, Kathy Bradeen — Meeting on Monday.

Endowment, Sara Mooney — Nothing to report.

Mutual Ministry, Dave Mertz — Nothing to report.

Property, Karen Barness — Nothing to report. A firewood meeting was held last Sunday.

Social Ministry, Craig Black — Reviewed committee activity. Pancake Breakfast to be held on February 15"
with the proceeds to go to Pine Ridge’s day shelter and night shelter. Build-A-Mountain missions have been
selected.

WI/ELCA, Dave Ruen — Nothing to report.

Worship & Music, Donna McConnell — Need to schedule quarterly meeting. Maundy Thursday & Good Friday
service times is 6:30 PM.

Next Meeting: February 17, 2026:
Treats — Dave R. Devotions — Pastor Shannon.
February 2026 Care & Share Calling Coordinator —

Closing Prayer, Lord’s Prayer
Adjournment

Donna McConnell, Council Secretary
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Custer Lutheran Fellowship

Our Mission ... is to plant the word of God, nurture growth in
children and adults, and scatter the seeds of joy and
faith in a diverse community.

We envision Custer Lutheran Fellowship to be like the
Black Hills themselves, an inviting community in which
God'’s Spirit blows through people - like wind through the
pine - life that is forever new! God’s spirit inspires us to
be:

A worshiping community, hearing the life-giving Word of
God receiving Christ's very presence in the Sacraments,
and raising our voices in joyful songs of praise and prayer;

A growing community, with building and grounds spacious
enough for all;

An intergenerational community, nurturing children and
youth, young adults, people in mid-life, and older people as
one family of God;

A learning community, in which people of all ages take
advantage of multiple opportunities to deepen their
understanding of the grace and justice of God;

A giving community, generously offering our time, talent and
treasure to support each other and share in Christ’s
ministry;

A serving community, reaching beyond ourselves to stand
with the poor, the sick, the hungry and the oppressed;

A witnessing community, eager to share with everyone the
joy we have received from Christ.

We believe in the Cross and
our risen Lord and
that through Christ
we have eternal life

Our Bedrock Beliefs are...

We grow in faith through worship
and sacraments

The Word of God is our hope,
Support comes from within our
family of believers who see and
serve Jesus in others

Through prayer we evoke God's
love and power as the Spirit
intercedes for us “with sighs too
deep for words to express”

In crisis God is our strength. He is
all loving and accepting and He
helps us through these times.

We have faith only through God’s
grace.

Our Core Values are:
Faith, Family, Mission,
Service, Worship

U.S. Postage Paid

Non Profit Organization
Permit #5

Custer, SD 57730

Ministering at
Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Pastor: Shannon Witt
Office Manager: Jean Pulscher
Parish Nurse: Jean Wit
Custodian: Rob Conn
Music & Worship Coordinator:

Jennifer Doyle
Financial Secretary: Janice Albers
Steve Baldwin
Treasurer: Sara Mooney
Youth Coordinator: Wendi Rusch

Ministers: All Members of CLF!




